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EDITORS PREFACE. 

THE Editor of the present edition of Dr. Bates' Works, in 
presenting another edition to the public, after two have already 
appeared, feels conscious that the public has a right to demand 
his reasons; nor does he at all hesitate to assign them. A wish 
to render service to the great cause of Christianity, which he per
suades himself will in some small degree at least be effected, by 
giving greater publicity to an author of acknowledged merit, 
whose writings, free from the acrimony of controversy, breathe an 
amiable conciliatory spirit, and are exclusively of a devotional 
and practical nature;—the scarcity of the folio edition, in con
nexion with the increasing demand for the works of our great 
practical writers;—that no octavo edition, which is a more porta
ble, and perhaps the most eligible form in which a work can 
appear, has hitherto been published. These were among the 
reasons that induced him\ to engage in this undertaking—in 
addition to which he is not ashamed to avow, how much he 
feels flattered by the thought of having his own name perpetu
ated in connexion with that of Dr. Bates. 

With reference to the execution of the work, he has to ob
serve that considerable care has been taken, and much time em
ployed, in rendering it worthy of public approbation. Many er
rors of the former edition have been corrected; and yet possibly, 
this edition, to the critical eye may present others still uncor
rected, which it is hoped his candour will dispose him to forgive. 

Should the Editor obtain the approbation of the admirers of 
the works of his author;— b̂e the means of increasing among 
christians in general, that spirit of candour for which Dr. Bates 
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was so happily distinguished, and which he ventures to believe 
begins to form a pleasing characteristic feature of the present 
day,—of checking in the smallest degree the residue of that 
narrow, bitter, antichristian temper, that has too long been the 
bane and disgrace of Christianity, of creating a blush on the 
countenance of any of the remdning and irrecoverable bigots of 
our time;—and, in the least possible degree of promoting the 
best of all causes, which must lie nearest the heart of every good 
man—the cause of our common Christianity; he will feel him
self abundantly remunerated for the time and labour devoted to 
the work; and will consider it a peculiarly happy circumstance 
in his life that he was led into so pleasing and important an en
gagement. 

Leeds, May 30, 1815. 
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B R I E F M E M O I R 
O F T H E 

EEV. W, BATES, D. D. 

O N the utility of Biography or personal histoiy, 
there is a general concurrence of opinion. Some 
there are, who, in point of utility, judge its claims 
to be superior to those of general history. Without 
presuming to decide those claims, it may be asserted 
without much hesitation, that to the generality of 
readers. Biography is a species of reading, the most 
instructive, interesting and amusing. Its legitimate 
object, is, in the faithful exhibition of particular charac
ters, to rouse the mind to a noble emulation of the vir
tues of the good, and excite its abhorrence of vice, in 
aUthe Proteus forms it may assume. Hence the Bio
grapher selects those characters, of whom the por
traiture will be the best calculated to produce these 
important results. " They are," as an excellent 
living author observes, " by no means persons raised 
to the highest elevations, or distinguished by the 
most extraordinary achievements. For not to 
observe that such charact^s are rarely remarkable 
for goodness and worth, it is easy to see, that they 
fall not within the reach of common imitation—that 
they exhibit nothing that leads to self-reflection— 
notliing that occasions moral comparison—^nothing to 
stimulate, to encourage in the course we pursue. 
Neither are eccentric characters the best suited to 
instruct and impress. Eccentricity is sometimes 
found connected withgenius, but it does not coalesce 
with true wisdom. For the purposes of Biography 
those lives are the most eli^ble, that are the most 
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imitable; and these are derived from characters that 
are found in the same relations and conditions with 
ourselves, whose attainments while they resvilted 
from the divine blessing, appear/not to have been 
preternatvu-al, bvit were made under no greater ad
vantages than our own: whose progress was not less 
owing to the stroke of the oar, than the favourable
ness of the wind; whose excellencies while they do 
not discourage us by their perfection, animate vis by 
their degree ; whose success teaches us, not how to 
be gi-eat, but how to be good and happy." 

To produce the results contemplated by the 
Biographer, it is reqviisite that the imperfections of 
the character placed before the reader, should be 
impartially stated. And who are they that claim 
exemption, and say we have no imperfections, no 
shades in our character?' The sun has spots on its 
disk. The most illustriovis saints whose lives are 
recorded in scripture, exhibit moral blemishes, 
and the scriptures in recording them, manifest an 
impartiality that tends to remove every suspicion of 
a design to impose. They were men of like passions 
with ourselves, though men of distinguished piety. 
I t is the peculiar character of good men in another 
and a better world—" Just men made perfect." 

The ^vriter of this biogTaphical sketch, is con
vinced that his author, though one of the " excellent 
of the earth," was the subject of frailties and imper
fections, and had they come to his knowledge, he 
would not have hesitated to record them; as they 
have not, he has the more grateful task of stating 
his excellencies only, as an example for others to 
imitate. Viewing his amiable character, the naind's 
eye is not dazzled v/ith ap overwhelming glare, but 
refreshed and dehghted, with the softest, the mUdest 
beams of light. Here is every thing to rouse to 
holy emulation; to qviicken to the most vigorous 
exertion; to impress the mind with the peerless 
beauties, and incalculable worth of true religion.— 
And it will be to the advantage of the reader, to 
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keep in mind, that in what was the Doctor's bright
est ornament, his spirituality of mind, he may 
reach the same eminence or even a yet higher; for 
though his piety was above the degree attained by 
the generality of christians, it may be exceeded. 
What christian can be satisfied with possessing 
ordinary, when super-eminent degrees of piety may 
be attained: or who is not fired with a holy ambi
tion to equal, if not excel those holy men whose 
names are handed down to us with so much honour, 
and whose memories are so greatly blessed ? 

The following account of Dr. Bates claims no 
higher character than that of a Biographical sketch. 
The Rev. J . Howe, who of all others, was the most 
capable of producing a fuU and interesting life, both 
on account of his long and intimate acquaintance 
with him, and his own great abilities, has unaccount
ably omitted it, which omission is justly lamented 
by all who are attached to Dr. Bates' character and 
M'orks. He has indeed, in a fimeral sermon preached 
on the occasion of his death, in his own energetic 
style, given an admirable character of him, and 
which cannot be read without exciting admiration of 
the character, which combmed so many excellencies; 
but he has given no memoir, a deficiency, which 
the present sketch, is a feeble attempt to supply. 

Dr. W . Bates was bom Nov. sixteen hundred 
and twenty-five, the year in which the unfortunate 
Charles the I . ascended the British throne. His 
family connexions appear to have been respectable ; 
his father being an eminent physician, and author of 
a work entitled, " Eleuchus motuum nuperrime." 
After a suitable school education he was sent to 
Cambridge, where he was admitted of Emanuel 
College, firom which he removed to King's Col
lege, in sixteen hundred and forty-four At the 
age of twenty-two he commenced Bachelor of Arts, 
and in sixteen hundred and sixty was admitted 
Doctor in Divinity, a theological distmction not 
often better deserved, and never better graced. 
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Amidst the ample acquisitions he was making 
to his mental store, theology was his favourite study. 
His progress in theological learning was hence vinu-
sually rapid, and at the same time in happy connex
ion with corresponding progress in personal religion. 

He began to preach early, probably in the 
twenty-second year of his age, and soon became 
one of the most popular preachers of the day. Nor 
is it to be wondered at, since there was a happy and 
unusual combination of circumstances to render him 
so. His person was handsome and elegant— l̂iis 
countenance mild yet dignified, his voice pecuUarly 
sweet—^his style inimitably polite for the age in 
which he lived: his subjects were plain, pious, and 
practical, flowing from a heart glowing with ardour 
in the sacred cause of heaven, and tremblingly alive 
to the best mterests of his fellow men—a fine vein 
of wit—considerable erudition—a ready elocution— 
all resting on the basis of an irreproachably holy life 
and conversation. But the breath of popular ap
plause did not, as it too often does, inflate him with 
pride. Deep humility led him to lay aU the honours 
he received at the feet of his Master, Jesus Christ. 
Amidst almost unbounded popularity, to find so 
much humility, how amiable, but how rare! 

His distinguished talents and piety procured 
him the valuable living of St. Dunstan's in the West, 
of which he was made Vicar. Placed in so conspi
cuous a situation, in the centre of the Metropolis, 
he found full scope for his abihties, and every thing 
to call forth all the energies of his great mind; here he 
continued to shine as a star of the first magnitude, 
tiU the act of uniformity obliged him to resign his 
living, and all prospect of preferment in the estab
lished church. 

Dr. Bates was among those ministers who took 
an active part in the restoration of Charles H . and 
was soon afterwards madeone of his Majesty's chaplains 
in ordinary. The Deanery of Coventry and Litch
field was subsequently offered him, which from scni-
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pies of conscience, he refused. So high did his cha
racter stand, that it is said, he might have had any 
Bishopric in the kingdom, would he have conformed 
to all the canons, rites and ceremonies of the estab
lishment ; but inviolably faithful to the principles 
he had embraced, he withstood temptations which 
would have borne down a man of principles less 
inflexible. 

At the celebrated Savoy conference, Dr. Bates 
was a conspicuous character. This conference con
sisted of an equal number of bishops and their assist
ants; and presbyterian ministers ; constituted com-
missionei-s by his Majesty's declaration of October 
twenty-fifth, sixteen hundred and sixty. Their 
object was " To review the book of common prayer, 
comparing it with the most ancient and purest litur
gies ; and to take into their serious and grave consi
derations the several directions and rules, forms of 
prayer, and things in the said book of common 
prayer contained, and to advise and consult upon 
the same, and the several objections and exceptions, 
which shall now be raised against the same; and if 
occasion be to make such reasonable and necessary 
alterations, corrections and amendments, as shall be 
agreed upon to be needftil and expedient for giving 
satisfaction to tender consciences, and the restoring 
and continuance of peace and unity in the churches 
under his Majesty's government and direction."— 
They met at the Bishop of London's lodgings in the 
Savoy, hence it was called the Savoy conference. 
The result of the conference is too well kno^vn, to 
make it necessary to state it in this place. 

When three of the commissioners, on each side 
were chosen from the rest to enter into some particu
lar points of dispute—^Dr. Bates, Mr. Baxter, and 
Dr. Jacomb, were chosen on the part of the Pres
byterians ; and Dr. Pearson, Dr. Gunning, and Dr. 
Sparrow (all afterwards made Bishops) on the part 
of the establishment. At one of these disputes 
Bishop Morley was present, and behaved very inde^ 
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corously. He frequently intemipted Mr. Baxter, 
and appealed to Dr. Bates, saying—" what say you 
Dr. Bates, is this your opinion ?" to which the Dr. 
rephed—" I pray my Lord, give Mr. Baxter leave 
to speak." Dr. Gunning appeared to lean consider
ably towards a reconcihation of the church of Eng
land to Rome. He used, says Bishop Burnet, S i 
the arts of sophistry in as confident a manner, as if 
they had been sound reasoning, and was very fond of 
Popish rituals and ceremonies. When Dr. Bates 
urged upon him, that on the same reasons as they 
imposed the cross and surplice, they might bring in 
holy water, and lights, and abundance of such cere
monies of Rome which had been cast out; Gunning 
replied, " Yes, and I think we ought to have more 
and not fewer." During the whole of this protracted, 
bvit fioiitless debate. Dr. Bates conducted himself 
with great wisdom and moderation; whenever he 
spoke it was " very sohdly, judiciously, and perti
nently," and procured great respect from his bre
thren, who were of opinion that had the rest been 
of his mind, things had not come to so unsuccessful 
an issue. 

The act of uniformity passed in the year six
teen hundred and sixty-two, when Dr. Bates was 
thirty-seven years of age, by which he was deprived 
of the valuable living of St. Dunstan's, m the West. 
On this trying occasion he displayed heroic firmness 
of mind m lovely union with that mildness and can
dour which breathe in his writings. Terms were 
imposed by this act, with which he could not consci
entiously comply, though every thing in his nature 
strongly disposed to a compliance, and made him 
deeply lament the circumstances that imposed the 
absolute necessity of secession from the established 
church. Re-ordination of those who had not been 
episcopally ordained—A declaration of unfeigned 
assent and consent to all and every thing prescribed 
and contained in the book of common prayer—Ad
ministration of sacraments, rites and ceremonies as 
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enjoined by the church of England—were among 
those terms which forced him from her communion 
with 2000 others who were among her brightest 
ornaments, both for learning and piety. This was 
a peculiarly trying time to him; the state of his 
mind, as well as the principles on which he acted, 
may be learned from the close of the farewel sermon 
he preached to his people at St. Dunstan's church, 
on this painful occasion, Aug. seventeenth, sixteen 
hundred and sixty-two, " I know you expect I 
should say something as to my non-conformity. I 
shall only say thus much : It is neither fancy, fac
tion, nor humour that makes me not comply; but 
merely the fear of offending God. And if after the 
best means vised for my illumination, as prayer 
to God, discourse, and study, I am not able to be 
satisfied concerningthe lawfulness of what is required, 
it be my unhappiness to be in eiTor, surely men will 
have no reason to be angry with me in this 
world, and I hope God will pardon me in the 
next." 

Subsequently to this, some of the more moderate 
in the establishment, among whom were Lord 
Keeper Bridgman, Lord Chief .Justice Hale, Bishops 
Willdns and Reynolds, Drs. TUlotson and Stilling-
fleet, attempted a comprehension of such as could 
be brought into the church by a few abatements. 
Proposals were drawn up by Bishop Wilkins and 
Dr. Burton, and comimmicated to Drs. Bates, Man-
ton and Mr. Baxter, and by them to their brethren. 
According to these proposals a bill was prepared for 
the parliament, but violent opposition being made 
to it by some of the Bishops it never passed. 

In sixteen hundred and sixty-eight, we find Dr. 
Bates with Drs. Manton and Jacomb, presenting an 
address to the King, who received them graciously, 
and expressed himself well pleased with the address; 
how much he was persuaded of their peaceableness, 
that he had known them to be so ever since his return; 
and promised to do his utmost to get them compie-
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the odium he should incur. Jefferies noticed 
it, and in his abusive, insolent manner, exclaimed, 
" Richard, Richard, don't thou think we will 
hear thee poison the court. Richard, thou art 
an old fellow, and an old knave; thou hast written 
books enough to load a cart, every one as fuU of 
sedition, I might say of treason, as an egg is fiill of 
meat: hadst thou been whipt out of thy writing 
trade forty yeai-s ago, it had been happy. Thou pj-e-
tendest to be a preacher of the gospel of peace, and 
thou hast one foot in the gi-ave, it is time for thee 
to begin to think, what account thou intendest to 
give; but leave thee to thyself, and I see tuou wilt 
go on as thou hast begun; but by the grace of God 
I will look after thee. I know thou hast a mighty 
party, and I see a great many of the brotherhood in 
corners, waiting to see what wiU become of their 
Don, and a Doctor of the party. Dr. Bates at your 
elbow, but by the grace of Almighty God, I will 
crush you all." 

Happier days for the dissenters were about to 
commence. James abdicated the throne, and Wil
liam and Mary ascended it. On this happy occasion, 
the dissenting ministers in London and the neigh
bourhood, with Dr. Bates at their head, waited on 
their Majesties with an address of congratulation, 
when he made the following speech. 

Dr. Bates' speech to the King. 

May it please your Majesty, 
The series of successful events that has attended 

your glorious enterprize for the saving these king
doms from so imminent and destructive evils has 
been so eminent and extraordinary, that it may force 
an acknowledgment of the Divine Providence from 
those who deny it, and cause admiration in all who 
believe and reverence it. The beauty and speed of 
this happy work are the bright signatures of his 
hand, who creates deliverance for his people: the 
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less of Iniman power, the more of divine wisdom 
and goodness has been conspicuous in it. I f the 
deliverance had been obtained by fierce and bloody 
battles, victory itself had been dejected and sad, and 
our joy had been mixed with afflicting bitterness; 
but as the sun ascending the horizon dispels with
out noise the darkness of the night, so your serene 
presence has, without tumults and disorders, chased 
away the darkness that invaded us. In the sense of 
this astonishing deliverance, we desire with all pos
sible ardency of affection, to magnify the glorious 
name of God, the author of it, by whose entire 
efficacy the means have been successful; and we can
not without a warm rapture of thankfulness recount 
our obligations to your Majesty ; the happy instru
ment of it. Your illustrious greatness of mind, in 
an undertaking of such vast expence, your heroic 
zeal in exposing yom- most precious life in such an 
adventurous expedition, your wise conduct, and 
unshaken resolution in prosecuting your great ends, 
are above the loftiest flights of language and exceed 
aU praise. We owe to your Ma,jesty the two gi-eatest 
and most valuable blessings, that we can enjoy:— 
T/ie preservation of the true religion, our most 
sacred treasure; a7id the recovery of the Jailing state, 
and the establishing it upon jtiM foundations. Ac
cording to our duty, we promise unfeigned fidefity, 
and true allegiance to your Majesty's person and 
government. We are encouraged by your gracious 
iromise upon our first address, humbly to desire and 
lope, that your Ma_jesty will be pleased by your 

wisdom and authority, to establish a firm union of 
your protestant subjects in matters of religion, by 
making the rule of Christianity to be the rule of 
conformity. Our blessed union in the purity and 
jeace of the gospel wiU make this church a fair and 
ovely type of heaven, and terrible to our anti-chris¬

tian enemies: this will make England the steady 
centre from whence a powei-ful influence wiU be 
derived for the support of reformed Christianity 
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abroad. This will bring immortal honour to your 
name, above the trophies and triumphs of the most 
renowned conquerors. We do assure your Majesty, 
that we shall cordially embrace the terms of union 
which the ruling wisdom of our Saviour has pre
scribed in his word. We shall not trespass further 
on your royal patience, but shall oflFer up our fervent 
prayers to the King of kings that he will please to 
direct yoiu- Majesty by his unerring wisdom, and 
always incline your heart to his glory, and encom
pass your sacred person with his favour as with a 
shield, and make your government an universal 
blessing to these kingdoms." 

To which his Majesty replied, 
" I take kindly your good wishes, and what

ever is in my power shall be employed for obtaining 
such an union among you. I do assure you of my 
protection and kindness." 

Dr. Bates also addressed the Queen in a similar 
strain, and her Majesty returned this answer: 

" I wiU use all endeavours for the obtaining an 
union that is necessary for the edifying of the church. 
I desire your prayers." The Dr. stood high in the 
estimation of both their Majesties, and the Queen 
often entertained herself in her closet with his wri
tings, a circumstance equally honourable to her Ma
jesty and our author. I f interest could have induced 
him to conform, he wanted not the strongest temp
tation. But integrity of principle was to him too 
valuable to be sacrificed for worldly emolument: 
and he maintained his integrity to the end of his 
life. 

It was another amiable trait in his character, 
that the interest he had with persons in elevated 
situations in life, was employed more in the behalf 
of others than in his own. When Dr. Tillotson 
was Archbishop he used his interest with him in 
procuring a pardon for Dr. N. Crew, Bishop of Dur
ham, who for his conduct in the ecdesiastical com-
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mission, had been excepted out of the act of indem
nity, which passed in sixteen hundred and ninety. 

On the death of the Queen, he preached a 
funeral sermon on the occasion, fiill of good sense 
and piety; and also presented to the bereaved Mo
narch the address of condolence from the dissenting 
ministers in London and its vicinity, which stan£ 
among his works as the production of his pen. The 
address wiU be found by the reader at the end of the 
funeral sermon, and is therefore not inserted in this 
place. 

His being thus chosen on these great occasions 
to head his brethren, and be their spokesman, shows 
in how high estimation he was held by them. 

The infirmities incident to advanced age, began 
now to multiply upon him; as did also the consola^ 
tions of that gospel of which for so many years he 
had been so distinguished and successful a preacher. 
In an excellent funeral sermon, preached by him 
on the death of Dr. Jacomb, he thus expressed him
self;—" I f it so pleased the wise and sovereign dis
poser of all things how much rather would I be an 
attentive hearer of that blessed servant of God who 
is now above, than preach his fimeral sermon at this 
time. That my sad voice should be reserved for this 
mournful service, is both contrary to my desire and 
expectation. O frail and faithless life of man! who 
would have thought that Dr. Jacomb whose natural 
vigour and firm complexion promised a longer con
tinuance here, should have a period put to his days, 
and that I should survive, whose life has been pre
served far many years like the weak light of a mmp 
in the open air ?" 

It had been his prayer, that he might not out
live his Uvsefulness, and his prayer was answered, he 
finished his life and his work together. His growing 
heavenly-mindedness had been observedby aU around 
him. The Gtod of his salvation was maturing him 
for brighter scenes and higher enjoyments. On the 
fourteenth of July, sixteen hundred and ninety-
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nine, at the good old age of seventy-four, he 
died happy in Christ, and is now reaping the faithful 
servant's reward. " Mark the perfect man and be
hold the upright, for the end of that man is peace." 

In his person he was handsome. His counte
nance was calm and dignified, indicative of the hea
venly serenity that reigned in his mind. His natural 
and acquired endowments were much above the 
ordinary stamp. A quickness of apprehension was 
united with a soMd judgment. His memory was 
remarkably tenacious, and is said never to have 
failed him, not even at the age of seventy-four. He 
was an unweaiied reader, and read to purpose. A 
dignitary in the church once said, " Had I to collect 
a library I would as soon consult Dr. Bates as any 
man I know." He was himself a hving Mbrary.— 
But aU his fine talents—all his stores of learning, 
were made subservient'to his great work as a minis
ter of the gospel—aU were consecrated to the service 
of Jesus Christ, his divine Master; and all the 
honours resulting from them were laid at his feet.— 
Great was his skffl in the explication and apphcation 
of the word of truth; and in the solution of cases 
of conscience, he was particularly expert and judi
cious. In his private conversation, he was interest
ing, entertaining and instructive, but never " The 
rattle or harlequin of the room." Into what trans
ports of admiration and love of God—says the holy 
and excellent Howe, have I seen him break forth 
when some things foreign, or not immediately rela
ting to practical godliness had taken up a good part 
of our time. How easy a step did he make it from 
earth to heaven! 

As a minister, he was a wise master-builder. 
His sermons were chiefly practical; always breathing 
a devotional spirit, enriched with happy and appro
priate allusions. " His eloquence, which like that 
of the ancient classics, has not become antiquated 
by the lapse of more than a century, must to his 
contemporaries have been singularly fasdnating." 
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His candour was great, too great for the bigots of his 
own denomination. It Avas engrained 'in his mind, 
and while others were ever uttering the war-whoop of 
a party, he was for peace and unity; and unmoved 
by the clamours of the ilUberal and uncandid he 
vigorously pursued his design of promoting union 
among Christians, so long as there was any hope of 
accomplishing it. Amiable man ! would to God the 
church of Christ abounded with ministers like-
minded ! Such may we be disposed to imitate, to 
emulate, and if possible to excel; and with such, 
after the toils and sorrows of this state shaU come 
to a final close, may it be our felicity to spend the 
long and ever-lcngthenuig ages of eternity. 

Leeds, May 23d, 1815. 

W . F . 
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PREFACE. 

THE usual method whereby the enemy of mankind trains so 
many into his bloody snares, is by enticing the lower facultieŝ  
the senses, the fancy, and passions to prevail upon the will and 
mind, and accordingly his motives are pleasure or pain that af
fect us from sensible things. But on the contrary, the great 
" Lover of souls" first enlightens the understanding, to discover 
what is the most excellent good, what the most pernicious evil, 
and by that discovery moves the will to pursue the one, and fly 
from the other, and so descends to work upon the aiFections and 
senses, that with readiness they follow the direction and com
mand of the superior powers in mrn. These objects being spi
ritual and future, and therefore raised above the highest regions 
of sense, are only apprehended and become effectual by the evi
dence of faith. As the Spartan in Plutarch, after trying many 
wa.ys to set a carcass upright in a living posture, and finding that 
all his endeavours were vain, it was so suddenly discomposed, 
the head sinking into the bosom, the hands falling, and all the 
parts in disorder, concluded something was wanting within, that 
is the living soul, without which the body has no strength to 
support itself. Thus the most convincing reasons, pressed with 
the greatest vehemence of affection, " all the powers of the 
world to come" are of no efficacy upon those who have not faith, 
the vital principle of all heavenly operations. 

We live in an infidel age, wherehi wickedness reigns with re
putation. The thoughts of the mind are discovered by the cur
rent of the actions. Were there a serious belief of the great 
judgment, and the terrible eternity that follows, it were not pos
sible for men to sin so freely, and go on in a war so desperate 
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against God himself. Sensuality and infidelity are elements of a 
symbolical quality, and by an easy alteration are changed into 
one another. Fleshly lusts darken the i;;ind, and rt;nder it unfit 
to take a distinct view of things sublime and spiritual. They 
hinder serious consideration, (especially of what may trouble the 
conscience) by their impetuous disorders. And which is the 
worst effect, the corrupt will bribes the mind to argue for what 
it desires. It is the interest of carnalists to put out the eye of 
reason, the prevision of things eternal, that they may blindly fol
low the sensual appetite. Thus Epicurus with his herd (as * one 
of them styles that fraternity) denied the immortality of the 
soul, consonantly to his declared principle, that the supreme 
happiness of man consisted in the delights of sense. And it is as 
natural that the disbelief of another state hereafter should 
strongly incline men to follow their licentious pleasures. If the 
soul, according to the impious fancy of those infidels described 
in the Book of Wisdom, be a spark of fire that preserves the vital 
heat for a little time, and gives motion to the members, vigour 
to the senses, and spirits for the thoughts, but is quenched in 
death, and nothing remains but a wretched heap of ashes, what 
pre-eminence has man above a beast ? It follows therefore in 
the progress of their reason it is equal to indulge their appetites 
as the beasts do. " If what is immortal puts on mortality," the 
consequence is natural, " let us eat and drink, for to-morrow 
we must die." 

Now though supernatural revelation confirmed by miracles, 
and the continual accomplishment of prophecies, has brought life 
and immortality into that open light, that the meanest christian 
has a fuller and more certain evidence of it, than the clearest 
spirits of the heathens ever had ; yet because the weight of au
thority is of no force with Hbertines, it is necessary to argue from 
common principles, which they cannot disavow. Indeed " the 
shield of faith, and the sword of the spirit" are our best defence 

* ISpicuri de gregi Porcum. Ilor, 
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in the holy war; but with the use of equal arms, reasons ag£unst 
reasons, the cause of religion will be victorious. 

It is the design of the ensuing treatise to discover by the light 
of nature invisible objects, viz. that a Sovereign Spirit made and 
governs the sensible world; that there is an immortal soul in 
man, and an eternal state of happiness or misery expects him 
hereafter. There is such a necessary connexion between these 
supreme truths, the being of God, and future recompences to 
men, that the denial of the one includes the denial of the other. 
It is uncertain which of the two is the first step, whether men 
descend from the disbelief of the future state to atheism, or from 
atheism to infidelity in that point. 

Some excellent persons have employed their talents on this 
subject, from whom I have received advantage in compiling the 
present work. I have been careful not to build upon false arches, 
but on substantial proofs, and to persuade truth with truth, as 
becomes a sincere counsellor, and well-willer to souls. And if 
the secure person will but attentively and impartially consider, 
he must be convinced that it is the only true wisdom to believe 
and prevent, and not venture on the trial of things in that state, 
where there is no other mending of the error, but an everlasting 
sorrow for it. Those whose hearts are so irrecoverably depraved, 
that no motives can persuade to examine what so nearly touches 
them vidth calmness and sobriety, and their minds so fatally stu-
pified, that no arguments can awaken, must miserably feel what 
they wilfully doubt of; whom the light does not cô ^̂ nce, the 
fire shall. 
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CONSIDERATIONS 
ON T H E 

EXISTEJSrCE OF GOD, 
AND T H E 

I M M O E T A L I T Y O F T H E SOUJL, 
W I T H 

T H E R E C O M P E X C E S O F T H E F U T U R E S T A T E . 

TO W H I C H I S NOW ADDED, 

T H E DIVJNJTV OF T H E CHRISTIAN R E L I G I O N PROVED B Y T H E E V I D E N C E OF 
UEASON, AND D I V I N E R E V E L A T I O N : 

V O U T H E C U R E O F I N F I D E L I T Y , 

Tht Hectic Evil of the Times, 
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O N T H E 

E X I S T E N C E OF GOD. 

CHAP. I. 

AtlicHm is fearful of public discovery. Four heads of arguments to prove 
the being of God. 1. The visible frame of the world, and the numerous 
natures in it, exactly modelled for the good of the whole, prove it to be the 
work of a most wise agent. The world considered in its several parts. 
The sua in its situation, motion, and cITccls, declares the providence of the 
Creator. The diurnal motion of the sun from cast to west is very benefi
cial to nature. The annual course brings admirable advantage to it. The 
gradual passing of the sensible world, from the excess of heat to the extre
mity of cold, an effect of providence. The constant revolutions of day 
and niglit, and of the seasons of the year, discover that a wise cause orderi 
them. 

I N the managing the present subject, I shall first propound 
such things as clearly discover that a sovereign Spirit, rich in 
goodness, most wise in counsel, and powerfiil in operation, gave 
being to the world, and man in it. This part of my work may 
seem needless, because there are very few, if any, declared athe
ists. As monsters remain where they are bom, in the desert 
sands of Africa, not seen, unless sought for; so there are some 
unnatural enormities, that conscious how execrable they are, 
conceal themselves in secret, and dare not appear in open view. 
And of all others, no impiety is so monstrous and fearfiil of public 
discovery as atheism. But, "The fool saith in his heart there 
is no God." He secretly whispers in contradiction to nature, 
reason, conscience, authorities, there is no supreme invisible 
power to whom he is accountable. And having thus concluded 
in the dark, he loses all reverence of the divine laws, and makes 
himself a god, his carnal vicious appetite the supreme rule, and 
the satisfaction of it his chief good. That many in our times, 
even of the great pretenders to wit and reason, are guilty of this 
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extreme folly, is sadly evident. They live as absolute atheists, 
only refuse the title for fear of infamy, or punishment. It will 
therefore not be unseasonable to revive the natural notion of the 
Deity. Now to establish this truth no arguments are more 
convincing than what are level to all understandings. And those 
are, 

I. The visible frame of the world, and the numerous natures 
in it, all modelled by this supreme rule, the good of the whole. 

II. The usual and the extraordinary works of providence to
wards men according to the moral quality of their actions. 

III. The evidences that prove the world had a beginning in time. 
IV. The universal sense of the Deity impressed on the minds 

of men. 
1. The first reason is clear and intelligible to all: for it is the 

inseparable property of an intellectual agent to propound an end, 
to judge of the convenience between the means and it, and to 
contrive them in such a manner as to accomplish it. Now if we 
survey the universe, and all the beings It contains, their x propor
tion, dependance and harmony, it will fully appear that antece
dently to its existence, there was a perfect mind that designed it, 
and disposed the various parts in that exact order, that one beau
tiful world is composed of them. The * philosopher conjectured 
truly, who being shipwrecked on the Island of Rhodes, and come 
to the shore, spjing some mathematical figures drawn on the sand, 
cried out with joy. Vestigia hominum video, 1 see the footsteps of 
men, and comforted his despairing companions, that they were 
not cast into a desert, or place of savages, but of men civil and 
wise, as he discovered by those impressions of their minds. 
And if we observe the frame of the world, the concatenation of 
the superior with the middle, and of the middle with the lower 
parts, whereby it is not an accidental abrogation of bodies, but 
an entire universe; if we consider the just disposing them conve
niently to their nature and dignity, the inferior and less noble 
depending on the superior, and that so many contrary natures 
with that fidelity and league of mutual love embrace and assist 
each other, that every one working according to its peculiar qua
lity, yet all unite their operations for one general end, the pre
servation and benefit of the whole, must we not strongly conclude 
that it is the work of a designing and most wise agent? 

• Vitruv, Pref. 1. 6. 
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Pulcknim pulcherrimus ipse 
Mundum mente gerens, similique ab imagine formans. 

BOEl,. 
To make this more evident, I vî ill produce some instances. 

The sun, of all celestial bodies the most excellent in beauty 
and usefulness, does in its situation, motion, effects, publish the 
glory of a most wise providence. 

1. In its situation. The viasest providence could not design 
to place it better with respect to its dignity, or with respect to 
the celestial bodies, or the benefit of the lower world. For it is 
placed where the stars by reflecting his glorious light, as tributa
ries do homage to him their sovereign, the fountain of their 
beauty. It is in the midst of the planets, to enlighten them with 
his brightness, and enkindle them with his fire, and thereby de
rive to them such benign qualities and activities, that make them 
beneficial to mixed bodies. It is the heart of the world, wherein 
all the vital spirits are prepared, and it is so conveniently seated 
as to transmit to all, even the most distant parts of that vast bo
dy, by perpetual irradiations, the most temperate, various and ef
fectual influences, necessary for the production and preservation 
of innumerable species of beings in it. If the sun were raised to 
the stars, the earth for want of its quickening heat would lose its 
prolific virtue, and remain a carcass. The air would be filled 
with continual oppressing vapours, the sea would overflow the 
land. If it were as low as the moon, as dangerous effects would 
follow, the air would be inflemied by its excessive heat, the sea 
boiling, the rivers dried up, every mounteiin a Vesuvius or ^Etna; 
the whole earth a bEuren mass of ashes, a desert of Arabia. But 
in this due distance, it purifies the air, abates the superfluity of 
waters, temperately warms the earth, and keeps the elements in 
such degrees of power, as are requisite for the activity of mixed 
bodies depending on them. It cannot be in another place with
out the disorder and injury of universal nature. 

Besides, there is a sensible proof of a wise director in its * mo
tion, from whence so many and various effects proceed. The 
dim-nal motion from east to west causes the day. The sun is the 

* Some modern philosophers have argued, that the earth is a planet: but 
whether the earth or the sun be the centre of the world, the structure of it is 
not less admirable, nor the commerce of its parts less regular, nor less COn¬
vincing that a most wise author framed it. 
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first spring and great original of light, and by his presence disco
vers the beauties of the most of visible objects. From hence all the 
pleasant variety of colours, to which light is the soul that ̂ ives 
vivacity. Without it the world would be the sepulchre of itself, 
nothing but silence and solitude, horror and conftision. The 
light guides our journies, awakens and directs our industiy, pre
serves mutual conversation. And the withdrawing of the sun 
from one hemisphere to another is as beneficial to the world by 
causing night. For that has peculiar advantages. Its darkness 
enlightens us to see the stars, and to understand their admirable 
order, aspects, influences; their conjunction, distances, opposi
tion, from which proceed their different effects in all passive bo
dies. Now what can be more pleasant than the ornaments and 
diversities of these tvdns of time ? Besides, by this distinction 
of the day and night there is a fit succession of labour and 
rest, of the works and thoughts of men; those proper to the day, 
active and clear; the other to the night, whose obscurity prevents 
the wandering of the mind through the senses; and silence favours 
its calm contemplations. 

And the constant revolution of day and night in the space of 
twenty-four hours, is of great benefit. If they should continue 
six entire months together, as under the poles, though their space 
would be equal in the compass of the year as now, yet vnth pub
lic disadvantage. The shining of the sun without intermission, 
would be very hurtfiil to the earth, and to its inhabitants. And 
its long absence would cause equal mischiefs by contrary qualities. 
For the nature of man and other living creatures cannot subsist 
long in travail, wthout repairing their decays by rest. Now the 
succession of day and night hi that space, fitly tempers their la
bour and repose. After the toilsome service of the day, the sun 
retires behind the earth, and the night procures a truce from busi
ness, unbends the world, and invites to rest in its deep silence and 
tranquillity. And by sleep, when the animal operations cease, 
the spirits that were much consumed in the service of the senses, 
are renewed, and united, in assistance to the vital faculties; the 
body is restored, and at the springing day made fi-esh and active 
for new labour. So that the wisdom wf the Creator is as visible 
in the maimer of this dispensation, as the thing itself. And it is 
an observable point of providence in ordering the length and short
ness of days and nights for the good of the several parts of the 
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world. Under the equinoctial line, the earth being parched by the 
direct beams of the sun, the nights arc regularly twelve hours 
through the year, fresh and moist to remedy that inconvenience. 
On the contraiy, in the northern parts, where there is a fainter 
reflection of its beams, the days are very long, that the sun may 
supply by its continuance, what is defective in its vigour, to ripen 
the fruits of the earth. 

The annual course of the sun between the north and south, 
discovers also the high and admirable wisdom of God. For all 
the benefits that nature receives, * depend on his unerring con
stant motion through the same circle declining and oblique, with 
respect to the poles of the world. It is not possible that more 
can be done with less. From hence proceed the difference of 
climates, the inequality of days and nights, the variety of seasons, 
the diverse mixtures of the first qualities, the universal instru
ments of natural productions. In the spring it is in conjunction 
with the pleiades, to cause sweet showei-s, that are as milk to nou
rish the new-born tender plants, that hang at the breasts of the 
earth. In the summer it is joined with the dog-star, to redouble 
its force, for the production of fruits necessary to the support of 
living creatures. And winter, that in appearance is the death of 
nature, yet is of admirable use for the good of the universe. The 
earth is cleansed, moistened and prepared, so that our hopes of 
the succeeding year depend on the frosts and snows of winter. 

If the sun in its diumal and annual motion were so swift that 
the year were completed in six months, and the day and night in 
twelve hours, the fruits of the earth would ̂ vant a necessar}' space 
to ripen. If on the contrary it were so slow, as double the time 
were spent in its return, the harvest but once gathered in the 
twenty-four months, could not suffice for the nourishment of living 
creatiures. 

It is also a considerable effect of providence, that the sensible 
world does not suddenly pass from the highest degrees of heat to 
the extremity of cold, nor from this to that, but so gradually that 
the passage is not only tolerable, but pleasant. Immediate ex
tremes are very dangerous to nature. To prevent that inconve
nience, the spring interposes between the winter and summer, by 
its gentle heat disposing living bodies for the excess of summer. 
And autumn of a middle quality prepares them for the rigour of 

• Obliqiiitatem ejus iatellexisse, est rerum fores aperuisset Plin. 
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winter; that they may pass from one to another without violent 
alteration. 

To attribute these revolutions, so just and uniform to chance, 
is the perfection of folly: * for chance, as a cause that works 
without design, has no constancy nor order in its eifects. If a 
die be thrown an hundred times, the fall is contingent, and rarely 
happens to be twice together on the same square. Now the al
ternate returns of day and night are perpetual in all the regions 
of the universe. And though neither the one nor the other begin 
nor end their course twice together in the same point; so that 
their motion appears confiised; yet it is so just, that at the finish
ing of the year they are found to have taken precisely as many 
paces the one as the other. In the amiable war between them, 
though one of the two always gets, and the other loses the hours, 
yet in the end they retire equal, and the vicissitudes of seasons 
with an inviolable tenor succeed one another. Who ever saw the 
various scepes of a theatre move by hazard in those just spaces of 
time, as to represent palaces or woods, rocks and seas, as the sub
ject of the actors required? And can the lower world four times 
in the circle of the year change appearance, and alter the seasons 
so conveniently to the use of nature, and no powerfiil mind direct 
that great work ? Frequent discoveries of an end orderly pursued, 
must be attributed to a judicious agent. 

The psalmist guided not only by inspiration but reason, de
clares, " The day is thine, the night also is thine, thou madest 
the summer and winter." But this I shall have occasion to touch 
on afterward. 

Still Waters Revival Books - All Rights Reserved - www.PuritanDownloads.com 

http://www.PuritanDownloads.com


C H A P . I I . O F G O D . 9 

CHAP. II. 
The air a fit medium to convey the light and influences of the heavens to the 

lower world. I t is the repository of vapours that are drawn up by the 
sun, aud descend in fruitful showers. The winds of great benefit. The 
reparation of the sea from the land the effect of great wisdom and power. 
That the earth is not an equal globe, is both pleasant and useful. The 
league of the elements considered. Excellent wisdom visible in plants and 
fruits. The shapes of animals are answerable to their properties. They 
regularly act to preserve themselves. The bees, swallows, ants directed by 
an excellent mind. 

THE expansion of the air from the ethereal heavens to the 
earth, is another testimony of divine providence. For it is trans
parent and of a subtile nature, and thereby a fit medium to con
vey light and celestial influences to the lower world. It receives 
the first impressions of the heavens, and insinuating without resist
ance, conveys them to the most distant things. By it the great
est numbers of useful objects, that cannot by immediate applica
tion to our faculties be known, are transmitted in their images 
and representations: as colours and figures to the eye, sounds 
to the ear. It is necessary for the subsistence of animals that live 
by respiration. It mixes with their nourishment, cools the inward 
heat, and tempers its violence. 

Besides, in the air vapours are attracted by the sun, till they 
ascend to that height to which its reflection does not arrive, and 
there losing the soul of heat that was only borrowed, by degrees 
return to their native coldness, and are gathered into clouds, 
which do not break in a deluge of waters that would wash away 
the seed, but dissolving into firuitfiil showers, fall in milHons of 
drops to refresh the earth; so that what is taken from it without 
loss, is restored with immense profit. 

The air is the field of the winds, an invisible generation of spi
rits whose life consists in motion. These are of divers qualities 
and eifects, for the advantage of the world. Some are turbid, 
others serene and chflerfiil; some warm and refreshing, others cold 
and sharp; some are placid and gentle, others furious and stor
my; some moist, others dry. They cleanse and purify the air that 
otherwise would corrupt by the settling of vapours, and be de
structive to the lives of animals. They convey the clouds for the 
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universal benefit of the earth: for if the clouds had no motion 
but directly upwards, they must only fall on those parts from 
whence they ascended, to the great damage of the earth. For 
moist places that send up plenty of vapours would be overflowed; 
and the highest parts, to which no other waters arise, would be 
unfruitful. Now the winds are assigned to all the quarters of the 
world, and as the reins are slack or hard, they guide the clouds 
for the advantage of the lower world. 

The separation of the sea from the land, and containing it 
within just bounds, is the effect of almighty wisdom and good
ness. For being the lighter element, its natural situation is above 
it. And till separated, it was absolutely useless as to habitation 
or fruitfulness. It is now the convenient seat of terrestrial ani
mals, and supplies their provisions. And the sea is fit for navi
gation, whereby the most distant regions maintain commerce for 
their mutual help and comfort. 

The rivers dispersed through the veins of the earth, preserve 
its beauty, and make it fruitful. They are always in motion, to 
prevent corrupting, and to visit several parts, that the labour of 
cultivating may not be in vain. And that these waters may not 
fail, the innumerable branches spread through the earth, at last 
unite in the main body of the sea. What they pour into it, 
through secret channels they derive from it, by a natural perpe
tual circulation, not to be imitated by art. In this we have a 
clear proof of the wisdom and goodness of the Creator. 

That the earth is not an equal globe, but some parts are raised 
into hills and mountains, others sunk into deep vallies; some are 
immense plains, affect with various delight, and are useful for ex
cellent ends: not only for the production of minerals, of marble 
and stones requisite for buildings, but for the thriving of several 
kinds of grain and plants that are necessary for food or * medi
cine: for some love the shade, others the sun; some flourish best 
on rocks and precipices, others in low moist places; some delight 
in hills, others in plains. Thus by the unequal surface of the 
earth, is caused a convenient temperature of air and soil for its 
productions. 

Add further, the wisdom of the Creator is discovered by ob¬

* Ne sylvae qaidem homidiorq; naturae facies medicinis caret, sacra ilia 
parente reram omnium, Dusquam non remedia disponente homini, ut medicina 
fieret ipsa solitado. Plin. 
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sening the league of the elements from whence all mixed bodies 
arise. Of how different qualities are earth, water, air, fire? 
Yet all combine together without the destniction of their enmity, 
that is as necessary to preserve nature as their friendship. Can 
there be imagined a greater discord in the parts of the elementary 
world, and a greater concord in the whole ? To reduce them to 
such an equilibrium that all their operations promote the same 
end, proves that there is a mind of the highest wisdom, that has an 
absolute dominion over all things, and tempers them accordingly. 

If we come to plants and flowere. Who divided their kinds, 
and formed them in that beautifiil order? Who painted and per
fumed them ? How doth the Same water die them with various 
colours, the scarlet, the purple, the carnation? What causes the 
sweet odours that breathe from them with an insensible subtilty, 
and difliise in the air for our delight? From whence proceed 
their different virtues ? These admirable works of nature exceed 
the * imitation and comprehension of man. It is clear therefore 
they proceed from a cause that excels him in wisdom and power. 
That some plants of excellent virtue are full of prickles in their 
stock and leaves, to protect them from beasts that would root 
them up, or trample on them, an f atheist acknowledged to be 
the effect of providence. The same wisdom preserves the seed in 
the root under the flower, and prepares the numerous leaves of 
trees, not only for a shadow to refiesh living creatures, but to se
cure their fruits from the injuries of the weather. Therefore in 
the spring they shoot forth always before the fruits are formed. 
And tender delicate fruits are covered with broader and thicker 
leaves than others of a fiiTfier substance. In winter they cast 
their leaves, are naked and dry, the vital sap retiring to the root, 
as if careless of dying in the members to preserve fife in the heart, 
that in the returning spring diffuses new heat and spirits, the 
cause of their flourishing and fruitfulness. The season of fruit is 
another indication of providence. In summer we have the cool 
and moist to refresh our heats, in autumn the durable to be pre-
ser\'ed when the earth produces none. 

• Ebt igitur id quo ilia conficiuntur, homine melius. I d autem quid potius 
dixerim quam deum? Tull, de nat. Dear. 

+ His muniendo aculeis, telisq; armando, remediis, ut tuta & salva sint, 
I ( a hoc quoq; quod in iis odimus, hominum causa excogitatum est, PUn. 
1.22. 
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If we observe the lower rank of animals, their kinds, shapes, 
{properties, it is evident that all are the copies of a designing 
mind, the effects of a skilfiil hand. Some of them are fierce, 
others familiar; some are servile, others free; some crafty, others 
simple, and all framed conveniently to their natures. How in
congruous were it for the soul of a lion to dwell in the body of a 
sheep, or that of an hare to animate the body of a cow? It 
would require a volume to describe their different shapes, and fit
ness to their particular natures. Those which are fruitful in ma
ny births, as swine and dogs, are furnished with many teats for 
the supply of their nourishment; which * Tully observes to be the 
certain effect of provident nature. Besides, creatures merely sen
sitive are acted so regularly to preserve themselves and their kind, 
that the reason of a superior agent f shines in all their actions. 
They no sooner come into the world but know their enemies, and 
either by strength or art secure themselves. They are instructed 
to swim, to fly, to run, to leap. They understand their fit nou
rishment, and remedies proper for their diseases. Who infused 
into birds the art to build their nests, the J love to cherish their 
young? How are the bees instructed to frame their honey-combs 
without § hands, and in the dark, and of such a figure that among 
all other of equal compass and filling up the same space, is most 
capacious? The consideration of their art and industry, their 
political government and providence, and other miraculous quali
ties, so astonished some great wits, that they attributed something 
divine || to them. 

jEsse apibus partem diviruB mentis, Imustus 
Mtherios dixere 

Some there are maintain 
That bees deriv'd from a celestial strain, 
And heavenly race. 

• Atq; at iiitelligamus, nihil boram esse fortuitum, & baec omnia esse pro-
•idae soUertisq; naturae, quae multiplices foetus procreant, ut sues, & canes, 
his mammarum data est multitude, quaa eadem paucas habent quae pauca 
gignunt. 

+ Quid est in his in quo non natur<e ratio intelligentis appareat i Tull. 
X Quid dicam quantus amor besliarum sit in educandis custodiendisq; iis 

quae procreaverint, usq; ad eum finem dum possint se ipsa defendere ? 'TulU 
^ Quis non stupeat hoc fi«ri posse sine manibus? nulla interveniente doc-

trina banc artem nasci. 
II Qnid non divinum habent, nisi quod moriuntur? Quintil^ Virgil. 
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What moves the swallows upon the approach of winter to fly to 
a more temperate clime, as if they understood the celestial signs, 
the influences of the stars, and the changes of the seasons? 
From whence comes the foresight of the ants to provide in sum
mer for winter ? Their economy and fervour, their discretion in 
assisting one another, as if knowing that every one laboured for 
all, and where the benefit is common the labour must be com
mon; their care to fortify their receptacles with a bank of earth, 
that in great rains it may not be overflowed, have made them the 
fit emblems of prudent diligence. 

This is excellently described by Virgil; 

Ac veliitiingentemformiccEfaTris acervum, 
Cumpopukmt, hyemis inemores, tectoque reponunt. 
It nigrum campis agmen, prcedamque per herbas 
Convectant calle angusto, pars grandia trudunt 
Obnixa frumetvta humeris ; pars agmina cogunt, 
Castigatque moras, opere omnis semita fervet. 

Thus translated by Mr. Godolphin. 

So when the winter-fenring ants invade 
Some heaps of corn the husbandman had made ; 
The sable army marches, and with prey 
Laden return, pressing the leafy-way; 
Some help the weaker, and their shoulders lend ; 
Others the order of the inarch attend, 
Bring up the troops, and punish all delay. 

How could they propound such ends, and devise means proper 
to obtain them? It is evident from their constant and regular 
actings, that an understanding above man's, who often fails in 
his designs, impresed their unerring instincts, and directs their 
motions. 
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CHAP. HI. 

The body of man formed with perfect design for beauty and usefulness. A 
short description of its parts. The fabric of the eye and band admirably 
discovers the wisdom of the maker. The erect stature of the body fitted 
for the rational soul. Man by speech is fitted for society. How the affec
tions are discovered in the countenance. The distinction of persons by the 
face how necessary. The reasonable soul the image of a wise and volun
tary agent. 

I WILL now briefly consider man, with respect to both the parts 
of his compounded nature, wherein are very clear evidences of a 
wise maker. 

The body is the mogt artificial of all perishing things in the 
world. It is justly called the store-house of proportions. It is 
equally impossible to add any thing but what is superfluous, or to 
take away any thing but what is necessary. How many internal 
parts, divers in their qualities and figures, are disposed with that 
providence, that all operate according to their proper natures, and 
not one can be, I do not say better, but tolerably in any other 
place, as well for its special as the common benefit? All are so 
justly ordered, vidth that mutual dependance as to their being and 
operations, that none can be without the whole, nor the whole 
without it. So that if with attentive eye we consider this, it 
might seem that in making the body, the design was only re
specting convenience and * profit: but if we turn our thoughts 
from that which is within this unparalleled piece, and regai-d the 
various forms and structure of the outward parts, the gracefiil 
order that adorns them, we might imagine that the maker only 
designed its regular visible beauty, f As Phavorinus comparing 
the writings of two famous orators, observed that if one word be 
taken firom a sentence of Plato, you spoiled the elegance, if from 
Lysias, the sense. So the taking away the least considerable 

* Omnia in hominis figura non solum ad usum, verum etiam ad vcnustatem 
apta. TttU. 

+ Flatonis oratione verbum aliqnod demas, dc elegantia detraxeiit, »i ex 
Lysia, de seutentia. 
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part from the body, spoils its comeliness, or usefrihiess. * Two 
great philosophers have left excellent discourses of the parts of 
the body justly esteemed among their most noble works. Galen 
after an exquisite observation of the symetry of this'fabric, chal
lenged the Epicureans, to find but one of all the numerous parts 
that compose it, the least vein or fibre, that was not serviceable 
for its proper end, or might be better if changed in its form, tem
perature or place, and he would embrace their opinion, that 
chance was the author of it. In particular he makes an inquiry 
whether the heart that does the office of the sun in that little 
world, could be placed better than in the middle of the breast, 
and evidently proves it could not, vnth respect to the uses of the 
several faculties, that from it, as the first fountain, derive neces
sary supplies for their exercise. For this reason he says, that by 
describing the use of the parts, he composed a true hymn in 
praise of the wise maker. 

What knowledge is requisite to describe all that is wonderful 
in it? The contempering the differing humours in just weight 
and measure, the inviolable correspondence established between 
all the parts of the performance of natural, vital, and animal ope
rations? To touch upon a few things. The stomach that by an 
unknown virtue prepares the nourishment, the heart and liver, the 
two seas of blood; the one more gross, the other more refined and 
spirituous; the veins and arteries their inseparable companions, 
that diffuse themselves into innumerable rivulets, and convey the 
blood and spirits of life; the nerves, the secret channels, that 
from the brain derive the spirits of sense and motion; the muscles 
that give it various motions; the fleshy parts of different sub
stance and quality according to their various offices; the mem
branes in that diversity, some finer, some thicker weaved accord
ing to the quality of the part they cover; the inward fat that pre
serves the warm bowels from drying up; the marrow wherewith 
the instruments of motion are oiled and made nimble and expe
dite ; the bones that support the building of such different forms, 
proportions, qualities, and so fitly joined: these are a full con
viction that a divine mind contrived it, a divine hand made and 
fashioned it. 

<r^^a\^' rt nwj KXTaa-x.i-jr,. Gal. de Foet, Foriq. 

still Waters Revival Books - All Rights Reserved - www.PuritanDownloads.com 

http://www.PuritanDownloads.com


16 THE E X I S T E N ' C E C H A P . Ut. 

I will more particularly consider the curious fabric of the eye 
and hand. The eye is a work of such incomparable artifice, that 
whoever understands it, hath a sufficient proof of his skill that 
formed it. This is most evident by dissecting it, and representing 
the parts separate one from another, and after reuniting them, 
and thereby discovering the causes of the whole composure, and 
of the offices proper to evny part. 

That that may be understood without seeing it, is, that there 
is no member in the whole body composed of more parts, nor 
more different, nor ordered with more exact wisdom between 
themselves in one fi-ame. Their situation is so regular and ne
cessary, that if any of them be never so little displaced, the eye 
is no more an eye. It includes three humours that are transpa
rent, and of different thickness, the one resembling water, the 
other glass, the other crystal, and from them borrows their names: 
to vary the place, the distance, the less or greater thickness, the 
figure that is pecuUar to each of them, would render the eye al
together useless for seeing: for the refractions of the light that 
enters through the pupil would be disordered; and the rays not be 
united in a point, to paint in the retina, the images of visible ob
jects, which is the lasjt disposition from whence the act of seeing 
follows. Several tunicles involve it, one of which is perforated 
(as much as the little circle in the middle that is called the pupil) 
to give open passage to the images flowing from their objects. 
The muscles by their agency raise or cast down, turn or fix it. 
The nerves fastened to the brain, convey a supply of spirits for 
the sight, and transmit the representation of all visible objects 
without confiision to the internal senses. 

If we consider the hand by the most exact rule of proportion, 
it is evident that its substance and shape are most conducive to 
teauty and service. If the fingers were not divided, and sepa
rately moveable, but joined together with one continued skin, 
liow uncomely, how unuseliil would it be ? Of an hundred effects, 
ninety would be lost. All that require variety of motion, subtilty 
of art, or strength, could not be performed. But the fingers 
being disjoined, it is fit to do whatever the mind designs, or ne
cessity requires. It works entirely, or in parts; it brandishes a 
sword, or manages a pen; strikes on the anvil with a hammer, or 
uses a delicate file; rows in the water, or touches a lute. It is fit 
for all things, adapting itself to the greatest and least: all which 
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advantages the * philosopher expresses with admirable brevity. 
In divisione matms componendi famltm est, in compositione dioi-
dendi non esset. Suppose the fingers were of equal length and 
bigness, great inconveniences would follow. And in this the di
vine wisdom is eminent, that what at first sight seems to be of no 
consequence, yet is absolutely necessary, not only for all the re
gular, but for most works of the hand. If the fingers were ex
tended to the same measure, it were able to do nothing but what 
the four longest can. And how uncomely would such a figured 
hand appear? When that beauty is lost, that springs from vari
ety in things alike. Besides, how unprofitable a part were the 
hand if the fingers had within one entire bone, not flexible to 
grasp as occasion requires? Or if a fleshly substance only, how 
weak and unapt for sendee? What strength or firmness for la
bour? Even the nails are not superfluous; besides their grace
fulness, they give force and sense to the points of the fingers. If 
one be lost, the feeling in that extreme part is very much lessen
ed, that is so necessary for the discerning of things. 

To these I shall add two other considerations that diseover 
perfect wisdom in the framing of the human body. 

1. Its ŝ jTUCture is very different from that of brutes, whereby 
it is a fit instrument of the rational soul. The brutes being 
merely terrestiial animals, are perpetually grovelling and poring 
downwards, seeking no more than their food. They have no 
commerce with the heavens, but so far as it serves them for the 
earth, as being only born for their bellies. But in man the pos
ture of his body, interprets that of his soul, t The stature is 
straight and raised, expressive of his dominion over the creatures 
made for his use. The head is over all the less noble parts, and 
the eye so placed that the mind may look out at those windows 
to discover the world in its various parts, to contemplate the 

* Eu 5E liCfinxttnaiau, xosJ TO eSo;, itcu TW ^UVO VK X^°U ^xiprn 
ya-i xM vtoXvxi^ii, "« y i j l» T» Suctf-rm Jvai x»> (TUvQirTU Uvea, E» ttiru 
iKiin sx 'nr'.—Arist. lib. 4. de part, animal, cap. 10. 

T Quid ergo plenins Argumenlum & mundum hominis, & homtnem sui cau
sa, deum fecisse quam quod ex omnibus animantibus solus, ita formatus est, 
ut oculi ejus ad ccelum directi, facies ad dcnm specfans sit.) Ut videaturbo-
minem deus quasi iiorierta manu allevatmn ex hnmo ad contcmplationem stii 
excitasse. Lactanl. 
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heavens its native seat, and be instructed and excited to admire 
and love the divine maker. 

2. If yfe consider man complexly as joined with society, to 
which he is naturally inclined, he is so formed as to give or re
ceive assistance for his preservation and comfort. The tongue 
his peculiar glory, the interpreter of the thoughts, and reconciler 
of the affections, maintains this happy commerce. Besides, the 
face makes known our inward motions to others. Love, hatred, 
desire, dislike, joy, grief, confidence, despair, courage, cowardice, 
admiration, contempt, pride, modesty, cruelty, compassion, and 
all the rest of the affections, are discovered by their proper as
pects. By a sudden change of the countenance are manifested 
the deepest sorrow, the highest joy. As the face of the heavens 
veiled with clouds, by the breaking forth of the sun is presently 
cleared up. And (which is above the imitation of art) different 
affections are represented in a more or less expressive appearance 
according to their stronger or remisser degrees. Timanthes the 
famous painter, virisely drew a veil over Agamemnon's face, pre
sent at the sacrifice of his innocent daughter; despairing to ex
press and accord his several passions, the tenderness of a Father, 
with the majesty of a king, and the generosity of the leader of an 
army. This way of discovery has a more universal use than 
words. The ministry of the tongue is only useful to those that 
understand our language, but the face, though silent, speaks to 
the eye. The countenance is a crystal wherein the thoughts and 
affections, otherwise invisible, appear, and is a natural sign known 
to all. For this maimer of expression is not by the common 
agreement of men as signs absolutely fi-ee or mixed, but from the 
institution of nature, that always chooses what. is most proper to 
its end, being guided by a superior director according to the rules 
of perfect wisdom. 

Moreover, the innumerable different character in the faces of 
men to discern every one, is the counsel of most wise providence, 
for the universal benefit of the world. For take away this dis
tinction, and all the bands of laws, of commerce, of fi-iendship 
are dissolved. If we could not by singular inseparable lineaments 
distinguish the innocent from the guilty, a brother fi-om a stran
ger, the worthy fi-om the unworthy, all truth in judgments, sin
cerity in relations, distinction of merits, security in trade would 
be destroyed. In short, human societies cannot be preserved 
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without union and distinction; the one prevents division, the 
other confiision. Union is maintained by speech and other 
signs of the inward dispositions of the heart; distinction is cau
sed by the variety of countenances. And it is considerable that 
so few parts composing it, and in so small a compass, and al
ways in the same situation, yet there is such a divereity of figures 
as of faces in the world. * Seneca propounds this as a spec
tacle worthy of admiration, though the stoical pride, falsely 
esteemed greatness of mind, would scarce admire miracles. 

And as the frame of man's body, so much more the rational 
soul, his eminent prerogative above all sensible beings, discovers 
the Deity. The superior faculties, the understanding and will, 
whereby he makes a judgment and choice of things in order to 
his happiness, declare it to be the living image and glory of a 
most wise and voluntary agent. The admirable composition of 
two things so disproportioned, a spiritual and material sub
stance in the human nature, is an argument of his omnipotent 
skill, who united them in a manner inconceivable to us. But 
the nature, qualities, and operations of the soul, shall be more 
distinctly considered afterwards. And by this short account of 
some parts of the world, we may sufficiently discover the perfec
tions of the maker. We must pluck out our eyes, and extinguish 
common sense, not to see infinite wisdom, power and goodness 
shining in them, the proper marks of the Deity. 

• Imer caetera propter quoe mirabilc divini artifices ingeninm est, hoc 
quoq existiinj>> quod in lanla eopia rernm, nusquam in idem recidit; etiam 
quae similia vidcntur, cuoi coatuleris diversa siot. 
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CHAP. IV. 

The vanity of Epicurus' opinion of the world's original discovered,from t^e 
visible order in all the parts of it. Chance produces no regular eifects. 
The constant natural course of things in the world proves that it is not 
framed nor conducted by uncertain chance. The world was not caused by 
the necessity of nature. In the search of causes the mind cannot rest till it 
comes to the first. Second causes are sustained and directed in all their 
workings by the first. The Creator, though invisible in his essence, is visi
ble in his effects. 

BEFORE I,proceed to the other head of arguments, I will 
briefly show the vanity of those opinions that attribute the pro
duction of the world to chance, or to the sole necessity of nature. 

It was the extravagant fancy of Democritus, and Epicurus after 
him, that the original of the world was from the fortuitous en
countering of atoms, that were in perpetual motion in an immense 
space, till at last a sufficient number met in such a conjmictiou 
as formed it in this order. It is strange to amazement, how so 
wild an opinion, never to be reconciled with reason, could find 
entertainment. Yet he left a numerous school, many followers 
tenacious of his doctrine, the heirs of his frenzy. It is very easy 
to show the vanity of this conceit, that supposes all, and proves 
nothing. 

That these particles of matter should thus meet together, it is 
necessary they move: * now from whence is the principle of 
their motion, from an internal form, or an external agent? If 
they will be ingenuous and speak true, they must answer thus, 
from whence soever they have it, they have it: for if they did 
i\ot move, their opinion cannot proceed a step further. But sup
posing their motion to be natural, what powerful cause made 
them rest? How are they so firmly united? Have they hooks 
that fasten, or birdlime, or pitch, or any glutinous matter, that 
by touching they cleave so fast together? They must grant 
something like this, othenvise they cannot unite and compound, 

* Cum i:i rerum n.itura duo sint quxrenda, uoum quae materia sit ex qua 
quieq; res efiiciatur, allerum quae vis sit quee quidq; eSiciat, de materia 
disserueront epicuraii, vim & causam eRicicnteui reliquerunt. Tul. de, fm. 
lib. 1. 
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and then the Epicurean opinion is presently dissipated. Suppo 
sing them triangular, circular, square, or of any other regular, or 
irregular figure, yet they can make no other compound, than a 
mass of sand, in which the several grains touch without firm 
union. So that it is very evident whether we suppose motion or 
rest to be originally in the nature of matter, there must be a 
powerful efficient to cause the contrarj'. Besides, by what art did 
so many meet and no more, and of such a figure and no other, and 
in that * just order as to form the world, a work so exact that by 
the most exquisite skill it cannot be made better ? Add fiirther ; 
how could these minute bodies without sense, by motion produce 
it ? This is to assert that a cause may act above the degree of its 
power. 

Can we then rationally conceive that a confiised rout of atoms 
of divers natures, and some so distant fi-om others, should meet 
in such a fortunate manner, as to form an entire world, so vast 
in the bignesss, so distinct in the order, so united in the great 
diversities of natures, so regular in the variety of changes, so 
beautiful in the whole composure, though it were gianted, that 
they did move, and that one of their possible conjunctions in 
some part of eternity were that we see at present? Could such 
a strict confederacy of the parts of the universe result from an ac
cidental agreement of contrary principles? It is so evident by 
the universal experience of men, that regular effects are caused 
by the skill of a designing agent, that works for an end, that 
upon the sight of any such effects, there is not the least shadow 
of a suspicion in the mind, that it proceeded from blind and 
counselless chance. If we should hear one make a plea for a 
cause, with such powerfiil reasons and eloquence as are most 
proper to convince and persuade his judges to decide it for him, 
can we doubt whether he understands what he speaks, or casu
ally moves the organs of speech? And yet if he did not move 
them by chance, one of the casual motions equally possible with 
any other, would be that performed at present. If a thousand 
brass wheels were thrown on a heap, would six or eight meet so 
fitly, as by their conjunction to organize a clock, that should dis
tinguish the hours ? Or, is a skilfiil hand requisite to join them, 
and direct their motion? And did the planets, those vast bodies, 

• Si sensu carent nec coire tain disposite possint, quia non potest quic-
quam rational* perficere nisi ratio. Lact. 

B 3 
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by chance ascend to the upper part of the world, and join in that 
order as to measure the time exactly for so many past ages? 
Who ever saw a dead statue formed in the veins of marble, or a 
well proportioned palacer with all rooms of convenience and 
state, arise out of a quarry of stones without a sculptor to fashion 
the one, and £ui architect to frame the other? Yet marble and 
stones are more disposed to make a statue, or a building, that 
are the materials of them, and only require skill and workman
ship to give them form, than atoms mixed together are to make 
the world. Indeed * Pliny faintly tells a story of a fabulous ring 
of Pyrrhus, in which an agate was set, distinctly representing not 
by art, but pure hazard, Apollo with his harp in the midst of the 
nine muses. The first reporter was defective, that he did not 
oblige us to believe, that the sound of his harp was heard in con
cert with the muses. It would have been a wonderous fine mi
racle, and the belief as easy that a stone might be a musician, as 
a painter. 

Now if the effects of £irt are not without an artificer, can the 
immense fabric of the world be other than the work of a most 
perfect understanding? Who fixed the foundations of the earth ? 
Who Ifdd the beautiful pavement we tread on? ^̂ Tio divided 
and adorned the chambers of the spheres? Who opened the 
windows to the light in the east? Who encompassed it with the 
immense vault of the starry heaven hanging in the air, and sup
porting itself? Could artless chance build it? No man, unless 
totally deserted of reason, can possibly have such a fancy. Let 
reason judge how could the world be otherwise than it is, sup
posing it framed by a designing cause? All things are disposed 
divinely, that is, by perfect wisdom, as public necessity and or
nament require. What the psalmist observes concerning the 
heavens, is equally true of all the other parts of nature, " Their 
line is gone out, to signify the exactness of their proportion." 
If this be the effect of chance, what is the product of design ? 
Can reason distinguish between things futificial, wherein the feU-
city of invention appears, and things rude not done by rules in 
the works of the hands, and can it not discover the manifest 
prints <rf wisdom in the order of the universe ? t How much 

* Fama est, & habuisse ferlur, non arte, sed sponte nature, ita diseiirren-
tibus macnlis, ut musis quoqne singulis sua redderentur insignia. 

t Si est aliquid in rerum natnra, quod bomiuis mens, quod ratio, quod vis. 

still Waters Revival Books - All Rights Reserved - www.PuritanDownloads.com 

http://www.PuritanDownloads.com


CHAP. I V . OF GOD. 23 

more skill is evident in the frame of the world than in all the ef
fects of human art, so much the less folly would it be to attribute 
the most curious works of art; than the production of the world 
to chance. 

Add further; the established order of the parts of the world is 
an argument that excludes all doubt, that it is governed and was 
at first framed by unerring wisdom. For, if they were united by 
chance, would they continue in the same manner one day? Is it 
not most likely that one of the inmunerable possible combinations 
should succeed, different from the same tenor of things that is 
but one ? Especially if we consider that the parts of the world 
are never at rest: the heavens, the elements, mixed bodies are in 
perpetual motion. If chance ruled, is it within the confines of 
probability, that the sun that runs ten or twelve thousand leagues 
every day, should be now in the same part of the heavens, where 
it was in former years in such a day, when there are so many 
other places wherein by chance it might wander? Would the 
stars keep a perpetual course regularly in such appearing irregu
larities ? 

Nec quicqiiam est tanta magis mirabile mole, 
Quam ratio, S; certis quod legibus omnia parent; 
Nusquam turba rvocet, nihil illis partibus errat. 

Manil. lib. I . Astrom. 

Or would the sowing of seed in the earth certainly produce such 
a determinate sort of grain ? For the other possible mixtures 
are so vastly numerous, that it would be ten thousand to one but 
some other thing should spring up than what does. According 
to his hypothesis, it would be greater folly to believe that the 
natural course of things should be the same this year as in for
mer times, than to assert that a gamester should to day throw 
the dice in the same order, and with the same points uppermost 
as he did yesterday. It is evident therefore that the Epicurean 
doctrine having not the least shadow of reason, had never been 
received with applause but as it is joined with impiety. 

2. Some attribute the rise and course of things in the world to 
the sole necessity of nature. To this it may be rephed. 
quod potestas bumana efficere non possif, est illud certe quod illud efficit bo-
mine melias. I d ante quid potius dixerim quam deum. 

B 4 
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It is true there is an evident connection of causes and effects 
in the celestial and elementary world, whereby times and seasons 
are continued, and the succession of mutable things is presened, 
so that nature always consuming, remains entire. Thougli all 
vegetative and sensitive beings die, yet the species are immortal. 
For the living are brought forth to succeed in the place of the 
dead. But the inquiring mind cannot rest here: for it is im
possible to conceive a train of effects, oue caused by another, 
without ascending to the first efficient that is not an effect. For 
nothing can act before it exists. The order of causes requires 
that we ascend to the supreme, which derives being and virtue 
to all the intermediate. Thus nature produces things from se
minal causes, that depend on things already ui being. The seed 
of flowers and trees suppose the fruits of the earth before 
growing, but the first tree could not be so produced. To fancy 
an infinite succession of causes depending one upon another, with
out arriving to a first, can only fail into the thoughts of a disor
dered mind. How came this horse, that lion in nature ? It is 
by generation from another, and that from another, and so infi
nitely. How came this man into the world ? It is because he 
was begotten by such a father, and he by another, and so infi
nitely. Thus atheism that rejects one truly infinite cause, is 
obliged to admit an infinity in all things, an incomprehensibility 
in all things. It is therefore evident the efficient principles in 
nature are from the sole power of the first and independent cause. 
They could not proceed from themselves; and that a most wise 
and powerful being is the original of all things is as evident. Is 
it conceivable that the insensible mass that is called matter, 
should have had an eternal being without original ? Whereas 
there is not the least imaginable repugnance in the attributes of 
the first and highest being, in whom all those perfections concur, 
which as proper to the Deity, are formed in the mind in the idea 
of it, as his spiritual nature, eternity, immensity, wisdom, omni
potence, &c. of which it is equally true, that no one either abso
lutely or relatively considered, involves a contradiction, that make 
it impossible for the Supreme Being to possess it; is it not per
fectly inconsistent to attribute to matter the lowest and most con
temptible of all beings, the highest and most noble perfection, 
and independent existence? One may assert it in words, but 
not seriously without the utter deserting of reason, Man in.. 
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comparably excels this matter, he understands it, and that un
derstands not him, jet he has a derived being in time. It is 
therefore necessaiy that that should have some cause of its being. 
But supposing the self subsistence of matter from eternity; could 
the world, full of innumerable forms, spring by an impetus from 
a dead formless principle? It is equally impossible that a blind 
cause, casual or fatal, should give being and order to the uni
verse. 

Besides, all subordinate causes are sustained in their beings 
and powers by fresh influences from the first, and directed in their 
operations. To attribute the manifold eflects in the world to se
cond causes working in a blind manner without an universal in
tellectual mover, that disposes, tempers, and governs them, is as 
unreasonable as to attribute human works to the common instru
ments of art, without the direction of the understanding that uses 
them. The hand or pencil has not skill to do any thing, but as 
it obeys the mind, ,that gives it the impression of art, and regu
lates its motion. The earth knows not the various fruits that 
spring from it, nor the sea its living productions. And the sun, 
though a more specious, is not a more intelligent and artificial 
agent. Nature under another name is the ordinary power of 
God, that by its intimate concourse with second causes produces 
and supports things. And it is one of the considerable wonders 
of his providence, that the stream of perishing things, always 
emptying, is always fiiU; there being a supply from the fountains 
of continual productions of what is lost in the dead sea: so that 
the world is always the same, and always new. 

And from what hath been argued, we may judge how unrea
sonable it is to doubt whether there be a principle in nature of 
excellent wisdom, because not seen in his own essence: For if 
reason compel us to acknowledge that the works of art wought 
by manual instruments, proceed from an unseen mind that direc
ted their motions according to the idea framed in itself, we ought 
more strongly to conclude there is a * divine mind though invi
sible to mortal eyes, that contrived at first, and with knowledge 
performs all the works of nature. To deny the existence of a 
being not subjected to our outward senses, is equally of no force 

* El yt EX TS X̂E'IO-HV iviot, «J tlveu (pnVofitv, » ((lv\aiO[i.it EWJ TUV Jf*o'»OT)i-

r a T r j ra-^ojiij rtxy^i K^jasuj.—Gal. de opiftce hominis. 
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in both the instances. By the same reason St. Austin con
founds the atheist objecting that he could not see the Deity, to 
whom he propounds this question, that since his body was only 
visible, and not his soul, why should it not be buried? And upon 
the reply, that the * quickening presence of the soul was evident 
in the actions of life performed by the body; he truly infers, if a 
vital principle imperceptible in itself is discovered by vital actions, 
the Deity, though by the perfection of his nature undiscemible to 
our senses, is clearly seen by the light of his effects. And those 
who are vrilfully blind, if God should by any new sensible effects 
make a discovery of himself, yet would remain inconvincible: for 
the arguments of his presence from extraordinary effects, are Ua-
ble to the same exceptions pretended against the ordinary. 

To what has been said concerning the proofs of the Deity from 
the frame of things in the world, and the ordinary course of natu
ral causes, I shall add further, that in every age such events have 
befallen men with that congruity to their actions, that natural 
reason has clearly argued from hence, that an immortal provi
dence observes them, and rewards them accordingly. Indeed 
sometimes there is a promiscuous dispensing of temporal good and 
evil things for most vrise reasons; partly to convince men that the 
recompences of moral actions are not distributed by the just God 
here, but reserved for the next life: and partly that the founda
tion of true virtue might not be taken away; for that consists in 
preferring the honest good before the pleasant or profitable in this 
world; so that there could not be a perfect choice of it, if the cer
tain expectation of a present temporal benefit were the motive to 
allure men to its practice: but usually it is otherwise. Common 
experience verifies, that estates unjustly got, either waste away 
insensibly, as a body by the secret force of slow poison, or speedily 
are scattered by the luxury of the next heir, whereas what is ob-
tmned by honest industry, has a blessing conveyed along vrith it. 
And sometimes the divine providence is so visible in retributions 
here, that impiety itself cannot overlook it. As when good men 
are signally preserved from imminent dangers, and become suc
cessful in worthy designs beyond all human expectations. Or in 
punishing the wicked: as, 1. When there is such an exact cor¬

* Unde scio quia vivis, cujus animam non video ? Undescio? Respon-
debis, quia loquor, quia ambulo, quia operor. StuUe, ex operibns corpori* 
sgnoscis viventem, ex operibus creaturie non agnoscis creatorem i 
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respondence between the evils one has done, and the evils he suf
fers, that the signatures and prints of the crimes are apparent in 
the sufferings. Per quce quis peccat, per hcec if torquetur. The 
complices of the sin, are the executioners of the punishment. 2. 
When there is such a concurrence of circumstances in a judg
ment, either as to the time and place, or the instruments, that it 
is not possible for the considering mind to reckon it among ca
sual things, or to attribute it merely to second causes, to the rage 
of enemies, but must rise higher, and acknowledge that the blow 
was reached from a just and sure hand, that disposed of all acci
dents, and of the counsels and resolutions of men for the accom
plishment of his righteous will. Or, 3. When persons in the 
highest dignity, who have abused their power by cruelties to 
others, are miserably cut off. Even heathens adored a power 
above, that has more sovereign authority over the greatest mo-
narchs, than they have over the meanest slaves. Many pregnant 
examples may be alleged; 1 will instance in a few: thus Ado-
nibezec instructed by his punishment concerning his sins, gave 
glory to God: " Threescore and ten kings, having their thumbs 
and their great toes cut off, gathered their meat under my table: 
as 1 have done, so God hath rewarded me. It astonished one of 
the * wisest and most virtuous of the Romans, that Pompey 
should perish in the defence of the juster cause, and Cesar pros
per in his violent usurpation; but if he had lived a while longer, 
and seen the f usurper killed in the senate-house that Pompey 
had dedicated to the common-wealth, where Cesar then exerci
sed his tyranny, and that dying he fell at the feet of Pompey's 
statue, all stained with his blood, the darkness had been dispel
led, and providence cleared up to his sight. J Herod for assent
ing to the impious flattery of the people who deified him, was 
immediately struck with a shamefiil disease, and consumed by 
wretched vermin, as the just punishment of his pride. § Pope 
Alexander the sixth, was poisoned with that wine he had prepa
red for the murdering some rich cardinals. || Heniy the third of 
France v-̂ as cut off by a stroke as dreadfiil as unexpected, on that 
day of the month, and in that chamber where he was president 
of the council that contrived the bloody massacre of the protest-

*Ca^a: Resdivinae habent multam caliginis. + Plut. Lifeof Julius Cesar. 

f Josepkus. ^ Gtticciardine, y Meieray. 
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ants. Though that abhorred fact was done by the maHcious 
fiiry of a monk, yet the circumstances argue the process of divine 
justice, that by the time and place, the pei-petual witnesses of 
actions, gave evidence of his crimson guilt against him. In 
short, though extraordinary calamities may befal men for causes 
indiscernible to us, yet often there is such a perspicuous demon
stration of a holy just providence in them, that all are compelled 
to confess there is a God that judges the earth. 

CHAP. V. 

The beginning of the world proved from (he uninterrupted tradition of it 
through all ages. ' The invention of the arts, and bringing them to perfec
tion, an argument of the world's beginning. The weakness of that fancy 
that the world is in a perpetual circulation from infancy to youth, and to 
full age, aud a decrepit state, and back again, so that arts are lost and re
covered in that change. The consent of nations a clear argument that 
there is a God, The impressions of nature are infallible. That the most 
men are practical atheists; that some doubt and deny God in words, is of 
no force to disprove his existence. There are no absolute atheists. Na
ture in extremities has an irresistible force, and compels the most obdurate 
to acknowledge the Deity, 

I S H A L L now comp to the second head of arguments for the ex
istence of the Deity, drawn from the proofs of the world's begin
ning; fi-om whence it follows that an eternal intellectual cause 
gave it'being according to his pleasure. For it implies an exqui
site contradiction that any thing should begin to exist by its own 
power. Whatever is temporal, was made by a superior eternal 
power, that drew it fi-om pure nothing. And the other conse
quence is as strong, that the cause is an intellectual being that 
produced it according to his will. For supposing a cause to be 
entirely the same, and not to produce an effect that afterwards it 
produces, without any preceding change, it is evident that it 
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operates not by necessity of nature, but voluntarily, and there
fore with understanding: as a man who speaks, that before was 
silent, according to the liberty of his will. 

Now of the world's beginning there is a general tradition deri
ved down through the uninterrapted course of so many ages to 
us. It is true, the philosophers renewed the confusion of tongues, 
that disunited the builders of Babelj in their account of the 
architecture of the world: yet they generally agreed it ,was made 
by a most wise agent. And this doctrine is so agreeable to rea
son, that you may as soon bridle the current of Nilus, and make 
it return to its fountain, as suspend the persuasion of it in the 
minds of men, or make it turn back as false. Now what ac
count can be given of this uncontrolable opinion ? It is most 
rational to conceive that it came from the first man, (instructed 
by his Creator) when the tradition was easy, the world not being 
numerous. 

Add to this the rudeness of former ages, and the simplicity of 
living becoming the new-made world. This account the most 
ancient histories give of the rise of commonwealths, that the first 
nations were a confiised chaos, till the soul of society was infused 
to regulate them. But that which I shall particularly insist on 
as a convincing proof, is this; the invention of many arts benefi
cial to men, and the bringing them to perfection by degrees. If 
the world were without beginning, it would have had no age of 
childhood and ignorance, but being always old, and instructed by 
infinite study and experience, it would have always known what 
it successively learnt in the school of the last three thousand 
years, since the memorials of profane histories are transmitted to 
us. Some that asserted the eternity of the world, were sensible 
of the force of this argument, and made a pitiful shift to evade it. 
They fancied, that though the world had no beginning, yet as 
animals proceed by different ages, till they arrive at extreme and 
impotent old age; in like manner it happened to the earth, not 
in all its parts at once: for then in that vast succession of ages, 
the world and race of men had been spent; but sometimes in 
one part, and after in another. But with this difference, that 
whereas man after decrepit age never renews his youth, a coun
try once wasted with age, returns by virtue of the celestial influ
ences to its former vigour, and is in a perpetual circulation to 
new infancy, new youth, and so to old age. And from hence it 
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is, that it learns again those things that were well known in for-
hier ages, the remembrance of which was entirely lost. But the 
vanity of this fiction is easily discovered. 

1. Is it possible that in such a number of years, of which me
morials remain before and since this fiction, that in no part of 
the world should be seen or heard of this decrepit age and new 
childhood, which according to this opinion hath innumerable 
times happened in the circle of eternity, sometimes in one, some
times in another province? If we fancy nature were so change
able according to the revolution of the heavens, we may with 
equal reason believe, that by various conjunctions of the stars, it 
hath and may fall out, that water should bum, and fire cool; that 
serpents should be innocent, and lambs pernicious; that flies 
should live an age, and eagles but a day. 

2. Since it is affirmed that the whole world doth not sink into this 
oblivion at once, it must follow that in some vigorous parts of the 
knowledge of arts still remained, and from thence should be deri
ved to other parts (that were ascending from their ignorance) as 
it is usual in the commerce of distant regions. So that it will 
never fall out that arts and sciences once invented should be to
tally lost. It is true, some particular nation, not by change of 
nature, but human accidents, may lose the arts wherein it for
merly flourished; as is eminently visible in the Greek, that is now 
far more ignorant and unpolished than in former ages. But this 
cannot with any pretence of reason be said of the whole world. 
It is evident therefore if the world were eternal, it had always 
been most -wise and civil, and that its gradual attaining the 
knowledge of things of pubHc advantage, is a sufficient convic
tion of its beginning in time, by the counsel and will of an intel
lectual agent. 

To the still voice of reason, the loud voice of all nations ac
cords in confirming this tmth. The civil, the barbarous, the 
fixed, the vagabond, the free, the enslaved, though divided into 
so many empires, and kingdoms, and provinces, and many so dis
tant that not the leeist commerce passes between them, though 
so contrary in a thousand fashions and customs that depend on 
the liberty of men that is mutable, yet * all consent in the ac¬

* Omnes dnce natura eo vehimur, ut deos esse dicamus, Cic, lit. de nat. 

Uion Arist. lib, i.deC<el, Plat. lib. 10, de Leg. PluUcont. Colet. infm. 
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knowledgment of a God, being instructed by nature that is always 
the same, and immutable. It is as natural to the human under
standing by considering the frame of the world, to believe there 
is a God, as it is the property of the eye to see the light. Ari
stotle supposes that if some persons from their birth were confi
ned to dwellings under the earth, and afterwards should ascend 
into these habitable parts, that upon the first sight of the hea
vens and earth, with their visible ornaments, of the regular and 
established course of nature, they would conclude that they were 
the works of God. The assent to this truth is enforced, but, 
without offering extreme violence to the rational faculties, none 
can contradict it. Indeed in their * conceptions of him, few 
have the glass of the mind so clear and even as to represent him 
aright. Some divide what is indivisible, and of one make many 
gods. Some attribute corporeal paits to a pure spirit; some 
figure him in statues to make the invisible seen; and in other 
manner deform him. Yet no error, no ignorance has absolutely 
defaced the notion of him. And that no societies of men are 
without the belief of a first being, superior to all things in the 
world, and of absolute power over them, and consequently wor
thy of supreme honour from all reasonable creatures; their pray
ers, vows, sacrifices, solemnities, oaths, are a visible testimony. 
From hence it is that conscience acquits or condemns, shines or 
bums, refreshes or torments according to the innocence or guilt of 
men's actions, with respect to the divine judgment-seat. This is a 
witness none can reproach, a judge none can decUne, an execu
tioner none can resist. Though the guilty person may be secure 
from human justice by force or concealment, yet he feels secret 
palpitations, is in perplexity and confiision from the fears of a 
superior justice to which he is accountable. Nay, sometimes an 
enraged conscience constreuns an offender to reveal his crimes, 
though a death full of misery and shame be inevitable upon the 
discovery. The reflections of an accusing mind, cause such ter
rors as no powers of men can inflict or remove. These were ex
pressed by the poets under the representation of angry furies, not 
to be corrupted by any solicitations, that with flaming brands, 
and whips of scorpions eagerly pursue the guilty, and make them 
restless even in the midst of outward prosperities. 

• Quales sint varium est, esse, nemo negat. Cie. 
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* As when wild Pentheus, grown mad with fear, 
Whole troops of hellish hâ fs about hira spies. 
Two bloody suns stalking the dusky sphere. 
And twofold Thebes runs rolling in his eyes : 
Or through the scene staring Orestes flies. 
With eyes flung back upon his mother's ghost, 5 
That wiih infernal spirits all embost, > 
And torches quench'd in blood doth her stern son accost. J 

But on the contrary, the testimony of conscience when clear 
and innocent produces that tranquilUty, complacence and joy, 
that no outward troubles can extinguish. 

The weight of this argument is great: for that which is com
mon to the whole species, and perpetual from its first being 
through all its duration, is the f impression of nature, which in 
its universal principles either of the understanding, or the will, is 
never f deceived. Thus the inclination to that good that is con
venient to our faculties; the approving as most just to do to ano
ther what we desire in the same circumstances should be done to 
us, are natural principles, whole rectitude and verity are so evi
dent, that no man is so contumacious as to require a proof of 
them. If we discredit its authority ui this single instance, that 
there is a God, we may with equal reason suspect its testimony 
in all other things; that the persons we converse with are phan
toms, that the objects that strike our senses are only shadows, 
that what appears white is black, that what is felt as cold is hot, 
that what is evident to all men's minds is false, viz. that the 
whole is greater than a part. In short, the most rational dis
courses would have as little firmness and certainty, as the inco
herent fancies of one that is distracted, or dreams. We must 
renounce sense and reason, having no assurance of such things as 
are clea% and manifest, but the instinct of nature that determines 
our assent. Now what account can be given of the sense of the 

• Fletcher. Christ's victor. 
-f Dos animse a primordio. Tert. Quisquamne est hominum qni non cum 

istius principii notione diem prima; nativitatis intraverit ? cui non sit ingeni-
tum, non impressum, non insitnm esse regem & dominum, Cieterornmque 
quscnnq; sunt moderatorem ? Amob. 1. 1. 

X Quae est enim gens, quod genus hominum, quod non habent sine doctrina 
anticipationem qnandam deorum? De quo autem omnium natura conseutit, 
id verum esse necesse est. Tul. lib. de nat. Dear, 
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Deity indelibly * stamped on the minds of men? From 
whence is it that of all their thoughts, none is more evident 
than that of an eternal being sovereign in all perfections? 
And as it is impossible to conceive a circle without round
ness, or a body without extension, or a man without reason, 
so it is not possible to conceive a God but under the notion of a 
being absolutely perfect, and therefore eternal, and independent 
in his existence, which is the first of all perfections. If there be 
no God, from whence comes it that nature has impressed such a 
strong belief of a being not only false but impossible? For if 
there be no God, it is impossible there should be. There is no 
middle between the two attributes of being, necessary and con
tingent. And that an eternal being should now begin to exist, is 
a palpable contradiction. We must therefore conclude that the 
author of the human soul has so framed it, that by the free use of 
its faculties it necessarily comes to the knowledge of its original. 
From hence it is universal and constant. And can there be a tes
timony of equal authority, clearness and sincerity as this of na
ture, understood in every language, and received in every place; 
and wliere it is most simple, it is most the same, and therefore 
more -eonvinciug. 

To elude the force of this argument there are several weak 
evasions. 

I. That the most men are practical atheists, and live vnthout 
God in the world. To this I answer: 

1. That men deny God in their works, is of no validity to dis
prove the natural notion of him; for by this confession we must 
cancel almost all the law of nature. How many notoriously re
bel against the infallible principles of common reason? How 
many dishonour their parents ? Yet there is no precept more 
clearly natural, and acknowledged by the rudest nations, than the 
obligation to the immediate authors of our lives. How many by 
fraud or rapine enrich their estates, or violate the honour of the 
marriage-bed, and do that to others they would not have done to 
themselves? But though they contradict the law of nature in 
their actions, can they abolish it in their hearts? Can they 
make conscience dumb, that it shall never reproach their impie
ties, because they are deaf to its voice? It is as impossible as to 

• Quae enim nobis natura informationem deorum ipsorum dedit, eadem ia-
sculpsit in mentibus, ut eos aeternos If beatos haberemus.—TulU 
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transform themselves into another kind of being, and become 
brutes in nature, because they resemble them in their dispositions 
and practices. 

2. It is said by the patrons of impiety, that the disquiets of 
conscience are impressions from without, caused by education or 
v&in fears that arise from the dark temper of the body, or the 
weakness of the mind, or from low ignorance of the * natural 
causes of such things as astonish men: as eclipses were formerly 
and still are terrible to some nations, that look on them as pre
sages of great calamities from angry heaven. 

But the folly of these pretences will appear if we consider. 
(1.) That false principles instilled by parents and masters in 

our education, though strongly believed while the reverence of 
our instmctors hinders a free inquiry, yet, when reason is disen
tangled, it gets a clear victory over them: but the terrors of the 
guilty conscience cannot be entirely overcome: from whence it 
is evident that the notion of a ,God has a foundation in human 
nature. 

(2.) These fears are not tlie effects of melancholy, for tliey 
often surprise sinners of a brisk sanguine temper, who try all the 
ways of mirth and jollity to bribe or stifle conscience, but in vain. 
The sense of guilt imbitters their purest wines, a secret horror is 
discordant with their cheerful music; the wounded mind bleeds 
inward though they fear it never so much. 

(3.) This trouble does not spring from a weak scrupulous 
mind: for the most enlightened and strongest spirits, when under 
the conviction of guilt, cannot dispute themselves out of misery; 
nay, according to the degrees of their knowledge, are the degrees 
of their SOITOAV. 

(4.) Thunder and lightning are terrible to those who under
stand the natural causes of them as well as to the ignorant; there 
being in every man a tacit apprehension of them as the prepared 
instraments of vengeance in God's hands, who has set up a tri
bunal in conscience, aud pronounces a secret sentence there. In 
short, conscience is an immortal power inseparable from man, 
and thoughts accusing or excusing are inseparable fi-om the re
membrance of his actions. It is evident therefore that God is 
the author of conscience, and as he has not left himself without 

• Magnis doceo de lebus, & arctis, religionum animum nodis exsolrere 
pergo. Lucrel. 1. 4. 
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an external witness in the works of creation and providence, s© 
not without an inward witness in the breast of man, that can 
never be totally silenced. 

3. It is objected, that there are speculative atheists who deny 
the existence of a God. To this I answer. 

(1.) Supposuig that some are atheists in opinion, it doth not 
follow that the belief of the Deity is not a pure universal princi
ple of nature. For by all men, we must understand those in 
whom the sense of nature is not perverted. Things of the clear
est certainty have been denied by some. We feel motion, yet a 
philosopher disputed against it. The argument is convincing 
that snow is white, because it appears to all men's eyes; though 
to the eye that wants its native sincerity, and infected with a vi
cious tincture, it appears of another colour. Now it is certain 
that atheism is not produced by generation from the natural dis
courses of the mind, but from the putrefaction and rottenness of 
manners. Those who have lost their reason in sensuality, and 
submit their understandings to the guidance of their corrupt af
fections, that is the seeing faculty to the blind, are most inclined 
to atheism. And they can never come to that impious height 
TOthout obUterating in the guiltiest manner, the lively characters 
of reason and humility. Such are as prodigiously irregular from 
the true constitution and perfection of the minds of men in re
spect of belief, as a * bird without wings would be from the na
tural composure of the bodies of all others, in respect of parts. 
Monsters cannot dishonour, and are no pattern of the species. 
And shall the contradiction of a few bribed by their lust, disau-
thorise the consenting testimony of mankind ? 

(2.) There is no absolute atheist that is, of such a firm persua
sion that there is no God, as excludes all doubts and fears of the 
contrary. It is true, as a pretext for their licentiousness, and to 
give boldness to their fearfiil impiety, some obdurate wretches may 
desperately deny the supreme Eternal Power, to whom they are 
accountable; but no violence can entirely choke this natural no
tion and behef of the Deity, it has such deep and strong root in 

* E ! 8; IJeyevovTO Iv Tco Jo'/XOTasTJ aclmii Bu'o ira KM rpfi; aieov xa,i 

TUirenov x a r avaidsy y e v © ' , s'xTeyixrjjxevov 8e rr)v ^xr]V a\oyov xal 

ayovov xui axixgvrov, w's ocSuit^ Aeaw co'j Ssj ei(riieg^, co's ogvif 
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the human spirit. The vital spark will fly in their faees, not
withstanding all their endeavours to tread it out. As the prinei-
ple of life appears not in a swooning fit, yet it is only retired 
from the outward parts and still remains in the body; so this 
principle though not sensible for a time, yet is not extinguished 
in the soul. Sharp afflictions will awaken the apprehensions of 
a God in the most stupified consciences, and inspire them with 
new life and motion, and make them breathe out humble suppli
cations, for mercy and help, to the Deity whom they denied be
fore. Of this we have numerous instances: I will produce some 
that were signal. One is recorded by .iEschilus. That the Per
sian messenger in his narrative to the king, of the overthrow of 
his army by the Grecians, related that those gallants who before 
the fight in the midst of their cups and bravery denied God and 
providence as secure of victory, yet afterwards when furiously 
pursued by their enemies, they came to the river Strymon, that 
was frozen and began to thaw, then upon their knees they 
moumfiilly implored the favour of God, that the ice might hold 
and give them safe passage over from the pursuers. * Nature in 
extremities has irresistible workings, and the inbred notions of 
the Deity, though long suppressed by imperious lusts, will then 
rise up in men's souls. TuUus Hostilius is another example, who 
disdained to express submission to God by acts of worship, as a 
thing unbecoming his royal state, but when his stubborn fierce 
mind was broke in his diseased body, he used all the servile rites 
of superstition, and commanded the people to join with him, 
thinking by his flattering devotions to appease the incensed Deity. 
Bion the philosopher, was a declared atheist, till struck with a 
mortal disease, and then as a false witness on the rack, confessed 
the truth, and addressed himself by prayers and vows to God for 
his recovery. Egregious folly, as the f historian observes, to 
think that God would be bribed with his gifts, and was or was 
not acccording to his fancy. And thus it happens to many like 
him. As a lamp near expiring shines more clearly, so conscience 

• Tunc adeo fracti cum corpore sunt spiritus ill! ferores, ut qui ratus antea 
nihil minus regium quam sacris dedere animum, repente omnibus magnis par-
visq; Bupentitionibus obnoxius degeret, religiouibusque populum impleret. 
IAB. Ut. 1. 

t Mcof OJ 6 U OJ eSeXsy l lVOj /AJSB T O flefov eWj. Laert. in Bion. 
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that burned dimly for a time, gives a dying blaze, and discovers 
him who is alone able to save or to destroy. But how just were 
it to deal vrith them as * Herofilus with Diodorus Cronus, a 
wrangler that vexed the philosophers, by urging a captious argu
ment, against the possibility of motion. For thus he argued: a 
stone, or whatever else, in moving itself, is either where it is, or 
where it is not; if where it is, it moves not; if where it is not, 
then it will be in any place, but where it is. While this dispu
ting humour continued, one day he fell, and displaced his shoul
der, and sends in haste for Herofilus, of excellent skill in sur
gery. But he desirous first to cure his brain, and then his shoul
der, told him that his art was needless in that case: for according 
to your own opinion, this bone in the dislocation either was 
where it was, or where it was not, and to assert either, makes the 
displiicing of it equally impossible. Therefore it was in vain to 
reduce it to the place from whence it was never parted. And 
thus he kept him roaring out with pjun and rage till he declared 
himself convinced of the vanity of his irrefutable argument. Now 
if, according to the impiety of atheists, there is no God, why do 
they invoke him in their adversities? If there be, why do they 
deny him in their prosperity? There can no other reason be as
signed but this, that in the state of health their minds are dis
persed, and clouded with blind folly, in sickness they are serious, 
and recover the judgment of nature. As it is ordinary with dis
tracted persons, that in the approaches of death their reason re
turns : because the brain distempered by an excess of heat, when 
the spirits are wasted at the last, is reduced to a convenient 
temper, 

* Sexl, Einpii; 1,1. 
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CHAP. VI. 

The belief of the Deity no politic invention. The asserting tliat it is neces
sary to preserve states in order, is a strong proof of its truth. No history 
intimates when this belief was introduced into the world. The continu
ance of it, argues that its rise was not from a civil decree. Princes them
selves are under the fears of the Deity. The ninltitude of false gods does 
not prejudice <he natural iiotimi of one true God. Idolatry was not uni
versal. The worship of the only true God is preserved where idolatry »>' 
abolished. 

H. I t is objected, that the beUef of the Deity was at first in
troduced by the special invention of some in power to preserve 
the civil state; and that religion is only a politic curb to restrain 
the wild exorbitance and disorders of the multitude. This ad
mits of an easy refiitatiou. 

1. Those corrupted minds that from pritle or sensuality presu
med to exempt men from the tribunal of heaven, yet affirmed 
that a city might rather be preserved without fire and water, the 
most necessary elements, than without the religious behef of a 
God. Egregious lovers of mankind! and therefore worthy of 
esteem and credit, since they divulge that doctrine, that if beUe-
ved, the world must fall into dreadfiil confiision by their own ac
knowledgment. But such is the divine force of truth, that its * 
enemies are constrained to give testimony^o it. For is it con
ceivable that an error not in a light question, but in the supreme 
object of the mind, should be the root of all the virtues that sup
port the civil state, and truth if discovered should have a fatal 
consequence on government, subvert all societies, and expose 
them to the greatest dangers ? How can they reconcile this with 
their declared principle, that the natural end of man is the know
ledge of truth ? It were less strange that the constant feeding on 
deadly poison, should be requisite to preserve the natural life in 
health and vigour, and that the most proper food should be per
nicious to it. So that the objection if rightly considered will 
confirm the religious belief of a Deity. Indeed it is evident that 

• Deos agere curam rerum hnmanarum credi, ex usu vitse est: psenasque 
aliquando seras, nunqnam irritas esse. Plin. lid, 3. 
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all civil powers suppose the notion of a God to be an inseparable 
property of human nature, and thereby make their authority sa
cred in the esteem of the people, as derived from the universal 
monarch. Thus they make tise of that natural love that is in 
men to their own persons, their lives, liberties, and children, as U 
powerfiil constraint to obedience. Is this affection then so natu
ral and universal, the effect of policy? None were ever so vain 
as to pretend so. And certainly the belief of a God is as natural 
to a man, as the love to himself and his nearest relations. 

2. They can give no account of what they so boldly assert. 
AVliat historian ever recorded, that in such an age, such a prince 
introduced the belief of a Deity to make obedience to his laws to 
be a point of religion? It is true, politicians have sometimes 
used artifice and deceit to accomplish their ends. Lycurgus pre
tended the direction of Apollo, and Numa of the nj-mph Egeria, 
to recommend their laws to the people. Scipio and Sertorius 
made some other god to be of their council of war, to encourage 
their soldiers in dangerous enterprises. But this mask only de
ceived the ignorant. The more intelligent discerned the finesse 
of their politic contrivance. 

3. Is it conceivable that the belief of the Deity, if its original 
were from a civil decree, should remain in force so long in the 
world? False opinions in philosophy, adorned with great elo
quence by the inventors, and zealously defended for a time by 
their followers, though opposite to no man's profit or pleasure, yet 
have lost their credit by fiirther inquiries. And if the notion of 
a God were * sophisticate gold, though authorized with the royal 
stamp, could it have endured the touchstone, and the fire, for so 
many ages without discovery ? Could it have passed the test of 
so many searching wits, that never had a share in government ? 
Can we rationally suppose that in such a succession of time no 
discontented person, when the yoke of government was uneasy, 
should disclose the arts of afirightment, and release the people 
from imaginary terrors, that with courage they might resume 
their liberty? It is a true observation, no single person can de
ceive all, nor be deceived by all. Now if there be no God, one 
person has deceived all by introducing the general belief of a 

* Non tarn stabiles opinio permaneret, nec confirraaretur diutarnitate 
temporis, nec una cum sseculi xtatibus hominnmq; ioveterare potuissct, Cic. 
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God into the world, and every one is deceived by all, believing 
so from the universal authority of mankind. 

4. The greatest princes are under the awfid impressions of the 
Deity. Those raised to the highest thrones are not free from in-
v/ard anxieties, when the guilty conscience cites them before his 
dreadful tribunal. Of this we have their unfeigned declarations 
in the times of their distress. Now it is inconceivable they 
would voluntarily perplex themselves with a fancy of their own 
creating, and dread that as a real being, which they knew to be 
feigned. This pretence therefore cannot without an open defi
ance of reason be alledged, 

III. It is objected that the consent of mankind in the acknow
ledgment of a God is no full conviction of his existence, because 
then we must believe the false gods that were adored in the 
world. To this it may be answered. 

1. The multitude of idols crested by superstitious fancies, is a 
strong presumption that there is a true God. For all falsehood 
is supported by some truth, deceit is made credible by resem
blance. The heathen worthip though directed amiss, yet proves 
that a religious inclination is sound in its original, and has a real 
object to which it tends; otherwise idolatry, the corruption of it, 
had not found such a facility and disposition in men to receive it. 

2. Idolatry hath not been universal in all ages and nations. 
The first causes of it and motives that preserved it are evident. 
The nation of the Jews was freed from this general contagion: 
for we may as rationally argue from their own histories concern
ing their belief and practice, as from the histories of other na-
tionsf And when a veil of darkness vras cast over the heathen 
world, some were enlightened by true reason to see the folly of 
the superstitious vulgar that stood in awe of their own- imagina
tions. The philosophers privately condemned what in a guilty 
compliance with the laws of state they publicly owned. Nay, 
even the lowest and dullest among the Gentiles generally acknow
ledged one Supreme God and Lord of all inferior deities. As 
Tertullian observes, in their great distresses, guided by the inter
nal instructions of nature, they invoked God, not the gods to 
flieir help. 

3. That the belief of one God is a pure emanation from the 
light of nature is evident, in that since the extinction of idolatry, 
not a spark remaining in many parts of the world, it is still pre-
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served in its vigour and lustre in the breasts of men. Since the 
pluraUty of gods have been degraded of their honour, and their 
worships chased out of many countries, and the ideas of various 
ancient superstitions are lost, the only true God is served with 
more solemn veneration. Time, the wise discemer of truth from 
falsehood, abolishes the fictions of fancy, but confirms the uneor-
rupted sentiments of nature. 

Thus it appears, that the most specious objections produced 
(by these who would fain be atheists) to enervate and destroy the 
belief of the Deity, are so miserably weak, that they rather 
strengthen it. It is that which one very pertinently said to some 
that were arguing against God and religion, if you proceed to dis
course in this unreasonable manner, in truth you will convert me 
from atheism. For what more just cause of aversion and horror 
can there be in a person, in whom judgment and honesty are not 
perfectly extinguished, than to find himself in the same opinion 
with such wretched extravagant creatures? 

To conclude this discourse; what rational doubt can remain 
after so strong a witness of the Deity external from the universe, 
internal from the frame of the human soul ? If we look through 
the whole compass of natural beings, there is not one separately 
taken, but has some signature of wisdom upon it. As a beam of 
light passing through a chink in a wall of what figure soever, al
ways forms a circle on the place where it is reflected, and by that 
describes the image of its original, the sun. Thus God in every 
one of his works represents himself tanquam solis radio scriptum. 
But the union of all the parts by such strong and sweet bands, is 
a more pregnant proof of his omnipotent mind. Is it a testimony 
of great military skill in a general to range an army, composed 
of divers nations that have great antipathies between them, in that 
order as renders it victorious in battle ? * And is it not a testi
mony of infinite providence to dispose all the hosts of heaven and 
earth so as they join successfiilly for the preservation of nature? 
It is astonishing that any should be of such a reprobate mind, as 
not to be convinced by the sight of the world, a visible word that 
more gloriously illustrates the perfections of the Creator, than the 
sublimest eloquence, that conceals what it designs to represent: 

* "Orep Iv v))xuj3egv^T)jj, Iv jparoweSw ^ f t a j v , ran Iv MO^JJUO Qeoc, 
ArUt. dt tmtnd. 
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when * Sophocles was accused by his ungratefiil sons, that his 
understanding being declined with his age, he was unfit to man
age the affairs of his family; he made no other defence before the 
judges, but recited part of a tragedy newly composed by him, and 
left it to their decision, whether there was a failure in his intel
lectual faculties: upon which he was not only absolved but 
crowned with praises. 

What foul ingratitude are those guilty of, who deny the divine 
wisdom, of which there are such clear and powerful demonstra
tions in the things that are seen? Abhorred impiety! Worthy 
of the most fiery indignation; and not to be expiated with a sin
gle death. None except base stupid spirits that are lapsed and 
sunk below the rational nature, (as a noble f philosopher justly 
censures them) are capable of such prodî ous folly and perverse-
ness. Yet these are the pretenders to free reason and strength of 
mind, and with a contemptuous smile despise the sober world, as 
fettered with servile principles, and fooHshly softened by impres
sions of an unknown, uncertain being, and value themselves as 
more knowing than all others, because they contradict all. Ri
diculous vanity! As if a blind man in a crowd sometimes justling 
one, sometimes another, should with impatience cry out, do you 
not see ? When he is under a double blindness, both in his eyes 
and understanding, not seeing himself, and reproaching those 
that see, for not seeing. In short, this great truth shines with 
so bright an evidence, that all the sons of darkness can never 
put out, and can only be denied by obstinate atheism and ab
surdity. 

* Tantum enim sapientix in state jam fracta, dedit, ut severitatem trifen-
nalis in tbeatri pavorem verteret, Hier. Episl ad nepot. 

ju,0i;. Max. Tyr. orat. prim. Quid iit deus. 
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CHAP. VH. 

The duties of understanding creatures to the Maker of all things. Admira
tion of bis glorious perfections visible in them. This is more particularly 
the duty of man, the world being made eminently for him. The causps 
why the Creator is not honoured in his works, are men's ignorance and in
observance. Things new rather affect us than great. An hnmble fear is a 
necessary respect from the creature, to the Divine Majesty and Power, 
Love and obedience in the highest degrees are due from men to God, in the 
quality of Creator. Trust and reliance on God is our duty and privilege. 

I J E T US now briefly consider the indispensible duties of rational 
creatures with respect to the Maker of all things. And those 
are, 

I. To acknowledge and admire the Deity, and his perfections 
that are so visible in his works. For there must be a first cause 
from whom that receives being, that cannot proceed from itself. 
In all the forms of things there are some characters stamped of 
the divine vrisdom, that declare his glory, some footsteps impres
sed of his power that discover him, some lines drawn from his 
goodness that demonstrate him. And so much praise is justly 
due to the artificer as there is excellence of art and perfection of 
workmanship appearing in the work. This duty is especially in
cumbent on man, because the world was made with a more emi
nent respect for him, than for angels or animals. For if we con
sider the diversity of its parts, the multitude and variety of sen
sitive natures of which it consists, and the art whereby it is fra
med according to the most noble idea and design of highest wis
dom, it is evident it was principally made for man, there being 
an adequate correspondence between them, with regard to his 
faculties and the objects. It is true the angels miderstand more 
perfectly than man the union, order and beauty of the world, an 
incomparable proof of the Maker's perfections, but they are not 
capable of knowledge or pleasure by tastes, smells, sounds, which 
are only proportioned to make impressions on material organs. 
And is it agreeable to wisdom that an object purely sensible 
should be chiefly intended for a power purely spiritual ? Neither 
are the beasts fit spectators of the divine works. For the mate-
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rial part to which sense can only reach, is the least notable in 
the frame of nature, and the economy of the world. They cannot 
discover the dependance between causes and effects; the means 
and end, nor the wisdom that ordered all. These are only for 
the vision of the mind, which they Want. The volume of the 
world to them is like a fair printed book composed of sublime 
matter and style, but opened to one that sees the beauty of the 
characters, without understanding the language it speaks, and the 
wisdom it contains. An eagle by fixing its eyes on the sun cannot 
measure its greatness, nor understand the ends of its motion. 
The world would be lost, if only for them. But the wise Creator 
united these two distinct natures in man, and placed him in this 
theatre of his magnificence, that by the ministry of the senses he 
might have perception of the external part, and by his reason dis
cover what is most worthy to be known; the admirable order that 
distinguishes and unites so many and such different natures, and 
guides all their motions, that it is clear they depend upon one 
principle without knowing it, and conspire to one end without 
wiUing it. How should this raise his mind in the just praises of 
the Maker? 

The true causes why the Creator is not duly acknowledged and 
honoured for his works, are either ignorance, or a guilty neglect 
and inobservance of them. 

I . Ignorance in the composure of the world, and of the several 
beings in it. A philosopher asked by one what advantage the 
instructions of philosophy would be to his son ? Replied, if no 
other, yet that when he is a spectator in the theatre one stone 
shall not sit upon another. An ignorant person encompassed 
vrith all the varieties of nature, wherein omniscient skill appears, 
is insensible as a stme carved into the shape of a man. Nay, 
tlie most learned professors know little more than the several 
kinds of things, and the causes and manner of some particular 
effects. How often are they forced to take refuge in occult qua
lities when pressed with difficulties ? Or only assign universal 
causes of things, and sometimes the same for operations extreme
ly contrary? How many mysteries of nature are still veiled and 
hid in those deep recesses where we can go only in the dark ? 
How much remains undiscovered that is truly wonderful in the 
works of God? They are the objects of the eye and mind; but 
what is visible to the eye is least worthy of admiration. From 
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hence the value of the works, and the glory of the author, is 
much lessened. Besides, the rational pleasure of the mind is 
lost by not discerning the wise order that is infallibly observed 
in universal nature. It is not the viewing a musical instrument, 
the variety of the parts, and of the strings in their size and 
length, that produces delight, but hearing the harmonious and 
pleasant diversity of their sounds contempered by the proportion 
of numbers. Thus it is not the sight of the mere outward frame 
of things, but the understanding the intellectual music that 
springs from the just laws of nature, whereby they are perfectly 
tuned, and the conspiring harmony of so many mixed parts 
without the least harsh discord, that ravishes the soul with true 
pleasure. 

2. The inobservance of man is another cause why the great 
Creator is not magnified for all his works. If we did consider 
the least, even one of those * uniiis puncti animalia, a flea or 
mite, we should find what is admirable in that scarce visible 
atom of matter. But the f novelty, not the excellence of things, 
draws our thoughts. The greatest works in nature that are not 
miracles, only because common and usual, are passed by with a 
careless eye. Their continual presence is not moving, but les
sens o"ur regard and attention. The J naturalist observed it to 
be one of the solemn follies of men, to value medicines not for 
their virtue, but the country where they grow, the climate from 
whence they come; if they have a barbarous name, they are re
puted to have a mysterious efficacy, and those plants are neg
lected as unprofitable, that are natives of their own soil. The 
rarity is esteemed more than the merit of things. It is a greater 
wonder to give light to the sun, than to restore it to the blind, 
yet its daily presence does not affect us. If a chemist should ex
tract a liquor of such an extraordinary virtue, that by pouring a 

• Tertnllian. 

-f Assidnitate quotidiana. & consuetudine oculorum assuescont animi, neq; 
admirantnr neq; requirant rationes earuin rernm quas semper vident. Quasi 
novitas magis quam magnitndo rerum debeat ad exquirendas causas excitare. 
Cic, c. 2. de net. Oeor. 

X ^<'aiia atq; India medendoxstimatur, ulteriusq; parvo medicina a ru-
bro mari imputatur, com remedia vera pauperrimus qnisque caenet, nam si ex 
borto petaturaut herba, aot frntejc qoasrator, nDllaartium viiior fiet. Plin, 
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few drops of it on the dust, a body should be formed, animated, 
and move, would any one be induced to believe it without the 
testimony of his own eyes, and would it not be a surprising won
der ? Yet innumerable living creatures spring from the dust by 
the falUng of rain, and few think it worthy of observation. The 
raising a dead body to life would astonish us, but we are unaf
fected that every day so many living men are born. Yet, if we 
consider things aright, the secret forming a body in the womb is 
an equal prodigy of power, and as truly marvellous, as the re
storing the vital congruities to a cai-cass, that prepare it for the 
reception of the soul. What more deserves serious reflection, 
than that from the same indistinct seed, so many and such vari
ous parts in their substance, figure and quahties should proceed? 
hard and dry for the bones, liquid for the humours, moist and 
soft for the flesh, tenacious for the nerves, perforated for the ar
teries and veins, hot for the liver and heart, cold for the brain, 
transparent for the eyes ? How should it raise our wonder that 
that matter which in itself is simple and equal, in God's hand is 
capable of such admirable art ? * But the constant sight of living 
productions causes our ntglect, and deprives him of his just 
honour. Thus, that from almost an invisible seed weali and 
tender, should spring a great tree of that strength as to resist the 
fury of the winds, what miraculous virtue is requisite ? The eu-
lightened observing mind ascends from nature to God, whose in
strument it is, and with deliberate admiration praises him for his 
excellent works. 

II. The most humble fear is a necessary duty from man to the 
majesty and power of the Creator. A barren admiration of his 
omnipotent art in his works is not sufficient, but it must be joined 
with awful respects of his excellent greatness. He has the right, 
and to him is due the reverence and homage of universal King. 
With what solemnity and composedness of spirit should we ap
proach the divine presence ? What a jealous watch ought to be 
placed over our hearts in all our addresses to him, lest by care
lessness and inadvertency we should disparage his excellencies? 
To think of him without reverence is a profanation. " The Lord 
is a great God, and a great King above all gods;" and from 

* Magni artificis est, clausisse totum in exigao; Sen, Naturae miraculo 
est tam parvo gigni arbores. Plin. 
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hence the necessary consequence is, " O come let us worship, 
and fall down, and kneel before the Lord our Maker." What
ever is glorious, is in him in the most excellent degiees of perfec
tion. The world, with innumerable variety of creatures, is but a 
drop compared to his transcendent greatness: and what part is 
man of that drop ? as nothing. Time is but a point of his eter
nity, dominion but a shadow of his sovereignty. It is the most 
natural duty of man to " walk humbly with his God," and to 
fear above all things to displease him. The whole creation, even 
the insensible part, and that seems least subject to a rule and law, 
and least conducted by reason, obey his will. What is more vola
tile and rash than the winds ? yet they do not breathe but by his 
command. What is more fierce and impetuous than the sea ? 
yet it does not transgiess his order. When it threatens to over
run the whole earth, the weak sand stops its foaming rage, and 
it retires, respecting the bounds set by the Creator. What then 
will be our guilt, if we are regardless of his majesty and autho
rity, who are enlightened with reason to understand his will, 
when the most rebellious and unteachable things in nature readily 
and constantly obey him ? He is present eveiy where, the whole 
compass of heaven and earth is but an inch of his immensity; 
he sees all, obsei-ves all, is more intimate with our hearts than 
we are ourselves; and dare men trample on his laws before his 
face ? Who can by resistance or flight escape from punishment 
that offends him? He can bind the most stubborn enemies 
" hands and feet; and cast them into utter darkness." As he 
made all things by the mere act of his will, so without the least 
strain of his power he can destroy them! What does not a 
mortal man arrogate to appear terrible, and make his will to be 
obeyed, when he has but power to take away this short natural 
life ? The proud king of Babylon commanded the numerous 
nations under his empire, to prostrate themselves like brutes in 
the lowest adoration of the image he set up; and when the three 
Hebrew young men refused to give divine honour to it, he threat
ened, " If ye worship not, ye shall be cast the same hour into 
the midst of a burning fiery furnace; and who is that God that 
shall deliver you out of my hands ?" This is the language of a 
man (poor dust!) that can heat a fiirnace with fire, and has a 
squadron of soldiers ready upon the least intimation of his plea
sure to throw into it any that disobeyed, as if no power either in 
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heaven or earth could rescue them from him. It was impious 
folly in him that thus spake: but God can give order to death 
to seize on the stoutest rebel, and cast him into an eternal fiir-
nace, and say in truth, Wlio shall deliver out of my hands ? 
His power reaches beyond the grave. Tiberius intending to put 
to death by slow and exquisite torments one who killed himself, 
cried out in a rage, " Carnulius has made an escape from me." * 
But no sinner can by dying escape God's justice, for death itself 
takes the condemned, and delivers them to endless torments. 
There are no degrees of fear can be equal to this cause, the 
wrath of the great Creator. Is there any pleasure of sin so sweet, 
but this, if considered, would make it to be as poison or gall to 
the taste ? Is any joy so predominant but this would instantly 
make it die in the carnal heart ? The due apprehension of al
mighty anger is sufficient to subdue the most vicious insuperable 
passions that so violently transport to sin. But O astonishing 
stupidity! The most of men without fear provoke the living 
God, as if he were like the idols of the heathens, a dead stock 
or stone, insensible and powerless, so that the spiders made their 
webs on the beard of Jupitet, and the birds their nests in his 
thunder. Where is their reason, where is their self-love, to 
challenge so dreadfiil an adversary, who is able in the very act 
of sin to strike them with death temporal and eternal ? " Con--
sider this ye that forget God, lest he tear you in pieces, and there 
is none to deliver." 

HI. Love and obedience in the highest degree are due to the 
Author of our beings, and all things for our use and profit. 
What motion is more according the laws of nature than that love 
should answer love; and so far as the one descends in benefits, 
the other should ascend in thankfulness ? If we consider the 
first and fundamental benefit with all its circumstances, in the 
pure order of nature; that we are men consisting of a rational 
soul, and a body admirably prepared for its convenient habita
tion, and in this regard the most wonderful work of God; can a 
human breast be so hard and flinty as not to be softened and made 
receptive of impressions by this effect of his goodness ? Is it 
possible that any one should be of such a stupid savage temper, 
so void of all humanity, nay, of the sentiments of the lower na-

• Carnulins me evasit. Suet. 
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ture, as not to be touched with a gratefiil affection to the author 
of his life, when lions and tigers, the most untractable beasts of 
the forest, are by an innate principle so tenderly inclined to their 
dams ? It unspeakably enforces our obligation, that beside the 
inherent excellencies of nature, he made us by privilege above all 
creatures in this sensible world, and fiimished it virith innume
rable objects excellent in their beauty and variety, that are not 
mere remedies for necessity but for the delight of this present life. 
And having tasted the good of being, and the fruits of his mag
nificent bounty, can we be coldly affected to our great benefac
tor ? The * moralist advises, as the best expedient to make a 
person gratefiil, encompass him with thy benefits, that where-
ever he turns, something may recal his fiigitive memory, and 
render thee visible to him. This cannot be done by men. But 
wherever we turn our thoughts, or fix our eyes, either on our 
persons or comforts, on the present state or the fiiture, (for he 
has given eternity to our duration) we find ourselves encircled 
with innumerable and inestimable benefits firom God. It is im
possible we should ever forget them without the greatest guilt. 
Every minute he renews our lives and all our enjoyments. For 
the actual influence of his power is as requisite to preserve 
our being, as at first to produce it. The creature has nothing of 
its own, but a simple non-repugnance of coming into act. How 
frozen is that heart that is not melted in love to so good a God ? 
Let us look into the depth of our native nothing, that we may 
understand the height of the divine love, in raising us from the 
pure possibility of being into act, and that merely for his sove
reign pleasure, and most firee benignity. There was no necessity 
that constrained him to decree the making the world, or man in 
it: fot it is a plain contradiction that there should be a superior 
power to determine a being of infinite perfections, f And for that 
reason also he gives all his benefits without the least possible ad
vantage to himself. It was commended as a miraculous virtue in 
Theodosius the emperor, that he was bountifiil merely to satisfy 
his own goodness: but it is the propriety of God's nature. Is 

• Beneficiis tuis ilium cinge, qnocunq; se convertit, memoriam tui fogi-
ens ibi te videat. Senec. 

t A te nova benignitate is honos amicis tuis habitus est, qui totns esset ills* 
rum quibus deXerebatur, nihilque ad te redundaret nisi dandi voluptas. 

D 

Still Waters Revival Books - All Rights Reserved - www.PuritanDownloads.com 

http://www.PuritanDownloads.com


50 T H E E X I S T E N C E CHAP* VM. 

he not then worthy of all our thoughts, all our affections, for 
his most free and admirable favours ? If there be but a spark of 
reason, we must judge that the immense liberality of God to us, 
without respect to his own interest, is so far from lessening, that 
it increases our duty to correspond in all possible thankfulness. 

Consider flirther, that which adds to the greatness of the gifts 
we receive, is * the greatness of the giver. The price of a be
nefit rises in proportion to the worth of the person that bestows 
it. A small gift from a great hand, may be justly preferred be
fore a richer from a less estimable donor. Now if we consider 
that the glorious God (in comparison of whom the greatest kings 
are but vain shadows of majesty) has made a world fiill of so 
many and so excellent creatures for our refreshment, that our 
being on earth may not be tedious in the short space of our 
journey to heaven, will it not overcome us with an excess of 
wonder and affection; and cause us to break forth, " What is 
man that thou art mindful of him, and the son of man that thou 
visitest him ? Thou madest him a little lower than the angels, 
and hast crowned him with glory and honour; thou madest him 
to have dominion over the works of thy hands, thou hast put all 
things under his feet." 

And as our most ardent love, so entire obedience as the inse
parable effect of it, is due to the Creator, both in active service 
for his glory, and an absolute resignation to his wdU. The 
strongest title to acquire domhiion according to the law of nature, 
is that of the cause to the effect. The mind cannot rebel against 
the light of this principle. It is most just therefore we should 
employ all our powers, even from the early rise of reason to the 
setting point of Ufe, wholly in his service from whom we received 
them. It is an excellent representation of St. f Austin; if a 
sculptor, after his fashioning a piece of marble in a human 
figure, could inspire it with life and sense, and give it motion, 
and understanding, and speech, can it be imagined but the first 
act of it would be to prostrate itself at the feet of the maker, in 
subjection and thankfulness, and to offer whatever it is, and can 

* tl la quanto gratiora sunt, quantoque in partem interiorem animi de-
sceiidtint cum delectat cogitantem magisa quo, quam quid acceperis, Scnec, 
dc bcnefic, lib, I . 

I- Sicut dedit Cguram, cor daret, & spiraculum vitie, Ser. de veri, Domi. 
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do, as homage to him ? The almighty hand of God formed our 
bodies, he breathed into us the spirit of life; and should not the 
power of love constrain us to live wholly according to his vrill ? 
Methinks nothing should be pleasing to us but as we make it 
tributary to him. If we only regard him as our Creator, that 
one quality should for ever engage us to fidelity in his service, 
zeal for his interest, obedience to his lawŝ  and an inviolable re
spect for his honour. And this duty binds H S the more strongly, 
because as God made the world for man's profit, so he made man 
for his own glory. And what the load-stone is to. the steel, or 
the sensible good to the appetite, the same attractive is the end 
to the intelligent nature. And the higher the end is, and the 
more the mind is fitted to understand its excellence, the more 
powerfully it should excite the faculties, in pursuit of it according 
to their uttermost capacity. Now what horrid unthankfiihiess is 
it to be insensible of the infinite debt we owe to God ? What 
disloyalty to pervert his favours, to slight his commands, and 
cross the end of our creation ? The serious consideration that 
God has given us such a noble nature, capable to know, love, 
serve and enjoy him, and that we have so little improved our 
faculties for these excellent ends, should put us into tw'o con
trary excesses of spirit, the one of joy, for his unspeakable good
ness, the other of confusion, for our most unworthy neglect of it. 
Our duty and our disobedience have the same measure. The 
goodness and bounty of our great benefactor regulates the one 
and the other. The more we have received from him, the more 
we are engaged to him, and the more we are engaged, the more 
guilty and worthy of punishment wU our neglect be. Among 
men an ungratefiil perfidious person is an object of horror; and 
favours abused become motives of hatred. To employ our facul
ties rational or sensitive to the disservice of our Maker, is the 
same kind of villany, though nf incomparably greater guilt, both 
in respect of the object and degree ; as if a traitor should turn 
the very same weapons against his prince, that he received from 
him for his defence. To turn his benefits into occasions of sin, 
and by the same things to dishonour him by which we should 
glorify him, is extreme perverseness. In this, unthankful man 
imitates the earth from whence he was taken: for that makes 
use of the heat of the sun to send up vapours that obscure the 
Ijeams of light he communicates to it. This is to despise the 
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divine majesty, power, wisdom, goodness, that are united, and 
so eminently appear in his works, and will provoke his severe 
vengeance. Let us therefore every day revive the sense of our 
obligations, and by intense thoughts kindle the affections of love 
and reverence, of praise and thankfulness, that in them, as 
flames ascending from an altar, we may " offer ourselves a holy 
Irving sacrifice, which is our reasonable service." Our all is due 
to him, whatever we are, whatever we have, our bodies, our 
souls, our time and eternity. 

And an humble resignation to his will in all things is the es
sential duty of his creatures. It is true that upon the account of 
his wisdom and power, it becomes us with the most respectfiil 
submission to yield ourselves to his pleasure. Authority and dig
nity naturally result from their union in a person. Therefore it 
is supreme in him who possesses them in their greatest excel
lence. When God himself speaks to Job of his transcendent 
majesty, and of his right to dispose' of men according to his will; 
he produces his works as the conspicuous testimonies of his great 
power and exquisite wisdom: but the reason of our submission 
will be more convincing if we remember that God has an abso
lute unalienable propriety in us, and all that we enjoy; for our 
being and comforts are the liberal gifts of his hand. If therefore 
he shall please to take away any of his favours, even life itself, 
though not to exchange it for a life infinitely better, it would be 
the most unnatural rebellion to resist the dispositions of his pro
vidence, the most vile unthankfiilness, to be stormy and passion
ate, or to consent to any secret murmuring and discontent in the 
heart, as if our own were taken from us, either unseasonably or 
unjustly. And though our troubles immediately proceed from 
second natural causes, yet according to right reason, we must 
esteem them but as instruments of his invisible hand, and go
verned by his counsel, in order to such effects, and in the time 
he pleases. It is our duty, even in the saddest circumstances, 
with an entire readiness of mind, and conformity of desires, to 
say to our Maker, Thy will be done. 

IV. Tnist and reliance on God is our duty and privilege. 
Every being has a necessary dependance on him for its subsist
ence ; but man of all the visii)le creatures is only capable of 
aflfiance in him, by refiecting upon his own impotence, and by 
eonsidering the perfections of the Creator, that render him the 
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proper object of trust. It is the iucommunicable honour of the 
Deity, to be acknowledged and regarded as the supporter of all 
things. To put confidence in ourselves, in the advantages of 
body or mind or estate, as if we were the architects of our own 
felicity, is a sacrilegious usurpation. Yet vain man foments a 
secret pride and high opinion of himself, as if by his own pru
dence and conduct he might acquire an happiness, till experi
ence confiites his pleasing but pernicious error. The truth is, 
were there no God, whose powerful providence governs all things, 
and has a special care and respect of man, he were of all crea
tures the most miserable. So that besides the wickedness, we 
may clearly discover the folly of atheism, that deprives man of 
his chiefest comfort at all times, and his only comfort in the 
greatest exigences. For in this mutable state he is liable to so 
many disasters and wretched Accidents, that none can have an 
assurance of prosperity one day. How frciil and uncertain is life, 
the foundation of all temporal enjoyments ? It depends upon so 
many things, that it is admirable it subsists for a little time. 
The least vessel in the body that breaks or is stopped, interrupt
ing the course of the blood and humours, ruins its economy. 
Sometimes in its vigorous consistence, when most distant from 
sickness it is nearest to death. A little eruption of blood in the 
brain is sufficient to stop the passages of the spirits, and deprive 
it of motion and life. And the changes of things without us, 
are so various and frequent, so great and sudden, that it is an 
excess of folly, a dangerous rest to be secure in- the enjoyment of 
them. The same person sometimes affords an example of the 
greatest prosperity, and of greater misery in the space of a few 
hours. Henry the fourth of France, in the midst of the triumphs 
of peace, was by a blow from a sacrilegious hand dispatched in 
his coach, and his bloody corpse forsaken by his servants, ex
posed to the view of all; so that as the * historian observes, 
there was but a moment between the adorations and oblivion of 
that great prince. " All flesh is grass, and the gloiy of it as the 
flower of the grass." Whatever disguises its imperifections, and 
gives it lustre, is but superficial, like the colour and ornament of 
a flower, whose matter is only a little dust and water, and is as 
weak and fading. Who then can possess these things without a 

• Mazerai/t 
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just jealousy, lest they should slip away, or be ravished from him 
by violence ? And in this respect man is most unhappy; for be
sides the affliction of present evils, reason, that separates him 
from other creatures, and exalts him above them, is the fatal in
strument of his trouble by the prevision of future evils. Igno
rance of future miseries is privilege, when knowledge is ineffec
tual to prevent them. Unseen evils are swallowed whole, but 
by an apprehensive imagination are tasted in all their bitterness. 
By forethoughts we run to meet them before they are come, and 
feel them before they are truly sensible. This was the reason of 
that complaint in the * poet, seeing the prognostics of misery 
many ye^s before it arrived, 

Sit subitum quodcunque paras, sit ceca futiiri 
Mens hominis fati, liceat sperare timenti. 

Let the evils thou preparest surprise us, let us not be tormented 
by an unhappy expectation of them, let the success of future 
things be concealed from our sight, let it be permitted to us to 
hope in the midst of our fears. 

Indeed God has mercifully hid the most of future events from 
human curiosity. For as on the one side by the view of great 
prosperity, man would be tempted to an excess of pride and joy, 
so on the other (as we are more sensibly touched with pain than 
pleeisure) if when he begins to use his reason and apprehensive 
faculty, by a secret of optics he should have in one sight pre
sented all the afflictions that should befal him in the world, how 
languishing would his life be ? This would keep him on a per
petual rack, and make him suffer together and at all times, what 
shall be endured separately and but once. But though the most 
of future things lie in obscurit)', yet often we have sad intima
tions of approaching evils that awaken our fears. Nay, how 
many tempests and shipwrecks do men suffer in terra firma, from 
the suspicion of calamities that shall never be ? Imaginary evils 
operate as if real, and produce substantial griefs. Now how can 
such an infirm and jealous creature, in the midst of things that 
are every minute subject to the laws of mutability, be without 
inward trouble ? \Vhat can give him repose and tranquillity in 

* Lucan. 

Still Waters Revival Books - All Rights Reserved - www.PuritanDownloads.com 

file:///Vhat
http://www.PuritanDownloads.com


CHAP. V I I . OF GOD. 55 

his best condition, but an assurance that nothing can befal him 
but according to the wise counsel and gracious will of God ? 
And in extreme afflictions, in the last agonies, when no human 
things can afford relief, when our dearest friends are not able to 
comfort us, but are miserable in our miseries, what can bear up 
our fainting hope but the divine power, a foundation that never 
fails ? What can allay our sorrows but the divine goodness ten
derly inclined to succour us? " Our help is in the Lord who 
made heaven and earth." The creation is a visible monument 
of his perfections. " The Lord is a sun and a shield." He is 
all-sufficient to supply our wants, and satisfy our desires. As 
the sun gives life and joy to all the world, and if there were mil
lions of more kinds of beings and of indi\aduals in it, his light 
and heat are sufficient for them all; so the divine goodness can 
supply us with all good things, and ten thousand worlds more. 
And his power can secure to us his favours, and prevent troubles; 
or, which is more admirable, make them beneficial and subser
vient to our felicity. He is a sure refuge, an inviolable sanctu
ary to which we may retire in all our straits. His omnipotence 
is directed by unerring wisdom, and excited by infinite love, for 
the good of those who faithfully obey him. An humble confi
dence in him, frees us from anxieties, preserves a firm peaceful 
temper in the midst of storms. This gives a superiority of spiritŝ  
a true empire of mind over all outward things. 

Rex est qui posuit metus, 
Occurritque sm libens 
Fato, nec queritur mori. 

What was the vain boast of philosophers, that by the power 
of reason they could make all accidents to contribute to their 
happiness, is the real privileges we obtain by a regular trust in 
God, who directs and orders all events that happen for the ever
lasting good of his servants. In the worst circumstances we may 
rejoice in hope, in a certain and quiet expectation of a blessed 
issue. In death itself we are more than conquerors. " O Lord 
of hosts, blessed is the man that trusts in thee." 
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CHAP. VHI. 
I h e Immortality of the Soul depends on the conservative influence of God; 

Natural and moral arguments to prove that God wil l continue it for ever. 
The Soul is incapable of perishing from any corruptible principles, or se
parable parts. Its spiritual nature is evident by the acts of its principal 
faculties. The understanding conceives spiritual objects; is not confined 
to singular and present things: reflects upon itself: corrects the errors of the 
sense: does not suffer from the excellence of the object. I s vigorous in its 
operations when the body is decayed, which proves it to be an immaterial 
faculty. An answer to objections against the soul's spiritual nature. That 
the first notices of things are conveyed through the senses, does not argue 
it to be a material faculty. That it depends on the temper of the body ia 
its superior operations, is no prejudice to its spiritual nature. 

HAVING dispatched the consideration of the prime fundament
al truth, that there is a most wise and powerfiil Creator of all 
things, I shall next discourse of the immortality of the human 
soul, and the eternal recompences in the fiiture state. 

In treating of the soul's immortality, I shall not insist on nice 
and subtle speculations, that evaporate and leave nothing sub
stantial for conviction or practice: but consider those proofs that 
may induce the mind to assent, and work upon the will to make 
its choice of objects with respect to their endless consequences 
hereafter. And first, it must be premised, that immortality is 
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not an inseparable perfection of its nature; for it is capable of 
annihilation. Whatever had a beginning may have an end. 
God only hath immortality in an absolute sense, and communi
cates it according to his pleasure. The perpetual duration of hu
man souls is a privilege that depends on his sustaining virtue, 
(without which they would relapse into a state of not being) and 
as freely flows from his power as the first moment of then- exist
ence. His will is the measure of their continuance. I shall 
therefore consider such things as strongly argue that God will 
not withdraw his conservative influence that is necessary to their 
immortality. The arguments are of two sorts, natural and moral. 
The first prove that God has made the soul incapable of death 
by any internal causes of perishing from its nature, and in that 
declares not obscurely that he will ever preserve it. The second 
sort are drawn from the divine attributes, from the ends of the 
Creator in making the soul, and the visible economy of provi
dence in the government of the world, that are infallible, and will 
produce a sufficient conviction in minds equally inclined. 

1. The soul is incapable of death by any internal causes of 
perishing in its nature. The dissolution of things proceeds from 
the corruptible principles of which they are compounded, and the 
separable parts of which they consist, and into which they are 
resolved. Therefore all mixed and material beings are subject 
to dissolution. But the human soul is a spiritual substance, * 
simple without any disagreeing qualities, as heat and cold, mois
ture and dryness, the seeds of corruption. The essences of things 
are best discovered by their peculiar operations, that argue a real 
distiaction between them, and from whence arise the diiferent 
notions whereby they are conceived. The soul of a brute, per
forms the same vital acts as the soul of a plant, yet it is visibly 
of a more elevated nature, because it performs the functions of 
the sensitive life that are proper to it. The rational soul per
forms the same sensitive acts as the soul of brutes, but that it is 
of a higher order of substances, appears by its peculiar objects 
and immediate operations upon them. 

The two principal faculties of the human soul are the under
standing and the will, and the actions flowing from them exceed 
the power of the most refined matter however modified, and 

* E t quum simplex animi natura esset, ncque haberet in se quicquam ad-
miztum dispar sui, atq; dissimile, non posse eum dividi. Cic, de Senect. 
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transceud any principle that is only endowed with the powers of 
sense and imagination confined to matter. 

To proceed orderly, I will first consider the mind with respect 
to the quality of its objects, and manner how it is conversant 
about them. 

1. The conception of things purely spiritual, God, angels, se
parate souls, analogies, the differences, and various respects of 
things, argue it to be of a spiritual nature. For it is an evident 
principle, there must be an analogy between the faculty and the 
object. A material glass caimot represent a spirit; it has no re
ceptivity to take into it an object without figure, colour and di.. 
versity of parts, the affections of matter. A spiritual object can 
only be apprehended by a spiritual operation, and that can only 
be produced by a spiritual power. The being of things is the 
root of their working. Now rarefy matter to the highest fine
ness, reduce it to imperceptible atoms, it is as truly matter as a 
gross body. For lightness and tenuity are as proper attributes of 
matter, as weight and density, though less sensible. 

If a beast could apprehend what discourse is, it were rational. 
The soul therefore that understands the spirituality of things is 
spiritual; otherwise it should act extra sphaeram. The intellec
tual eye alone sees him that is invisible, understands the reasons 
of truth aiul justice, Jooks beyond the bright hills of time into the 
spiritual eternal world, so that it is evident there is an affinity 
and likeness in nature between them. 

2. Material faculties ai-e confined to the narrow compass of 
singular and present things; but the mind abstracts from all in
dividuals, their pure nature, and forms their universal species. 
The eye can only see a coloured object before it, the mind con
templates the nature of colouis. It ascends above all the dis
tinctions of time, recollects what is past, foresees what is to 
come. * No interval of space or time can hinder its sight. Be
sides the f swift flight of the thoughts over sea and land, the 
soaring of the mind in a moment above the stars, as if its essence 
were all vigour and activity, prove that it is not a material power. 

* Celer & diis cognalus, omni mundo, & omiii aevo. Par. Sen. 

f Sic milii persiiasi, sic sentin, quiim tanta celeritas animorum sit, tanta 
memoria praeteritorum, futiirorum providentia, tot scientia;, tot inventa, nog 
1)0536 cam naturam quae res eas cootinet roortalem esse. Cic. 
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3. Sense only acts in a direct way, without reflecting upon it
self or its own operations. It is true there is an experimental 
perception included in vital and sensible acts; but it is far below 
proper reflection. The eye doth not see the action by which it 
sees, nor the imagination reflect on itself: for that being convert 
sant only about representations transmitted through the senses, 
cannot fi-ame an image of itself, and gaze upon it, there being no 
such resemblance conveyed by the mediation of the outward or
gans. But the rational soul not only contemplates an object, 
but reflects on its own contemplation, and retired from all com
merce with external things, views itself, its qualities and state, 
and by this gives testimony of its spiritual and immortal nature. 

4. The mind rectifies the false reports of the senses, and forms 
the judgment of things not according to their impressions, but by 
such rational evidence of which they are not capable. When the 
object is too distant, or the medium unfit, or the organs distem
pered, the senses are deceived. The stars of the brightest mag
nitude seem to be trembling sparks of light: but the understand
ing considers that the representations of things are imperfect and 
less* distinct proportionably to their distance, and conceives of 
their magnitude accordingly. A straight oar appears crooked in 
the water, but reason observes the error in the refractions, when 
the image passes through a double medium of unequal clearness. 
Sweet things taste bitter to one in a fever, but the mind knows 
that the bitterness is not in the things but in the viciated palate. 
Moreover, how many things are collected by reason that tran
scend the power of fancy to conceive, nay, are repugnant to its 
conception? What corporeal image can represent the immensity 
of the heavens, as the mind by convincing arguments apprehends 
it? The Antipodes walk erect upon the earth, yet the fancy 
cannot conceive them but with their heads downward. Now if 
the mind were of the same nature with the corporeal faculties, 
their judgment would be uniform. 

5. The senses suffer to a great degree by the excessive vehe
mence of their objects. Too bright a light blinds the eye. Too 
strong a sound deafs the ear. But the soul receives vigour and 
perfection from the excellence and sublimity of its object; and 
when most intent in contemplation, and concentered in itself, 
becomes as it were all mind, so that the operations of it as sen
sitive are suspended, feels the purest delights far above the per-
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ception of the lower faculties. Now from whence is the distem
per of the senses in their exercise, but from matter, as well that 
of the objects as the organ? And from whence the not suffering 
of the mind, but from the impressing the forms of objects, sepa
rated from all matter, and consequently in an immaterial faculty? 
For there is of necessity a convenience and proportion, as be
tween a being and the manner of its operations, so between that, 
and the subject wherein it works. This strongly argues the soul 
to be immaterial, in that it is impassable from matter, even when 
it is most conversant in it. For it refines it from corporeal acci
dents, to a kind of spirituaUty proportioned to its nature. And 
from hence proceeds the unbounded capacity of the soul in its 
conceptions, partly because the forms of things inconsistent in 
their natures, are so purified by the mind, as they have an object
ive existence without enmity or contrariety; partly because in 
the workings of the mind, one act does not require a different 
manner from another, but the same reaches to all that is intelU-
gible in the same order. 

6. The senses are subject to languishing and decay, and begin 
to die before death. But the soul many times in the weakness 
of age is most lively and vigorously productive. The intellectual 
offspring carries no marks of the decays of the body. In the ap
proaches of death, when the corporeal faculties are relaxed, and 
very faintly perform their fiinctions, the workings of the soul are 
often raised above the usual pitch of its activity. And this is a 
pregnant probability that it is of a spiritual nature, and that when 
the body which is here its prison rather than mansion falls to the 
earth, it is not oppressed by its ruins, but set free, and enjoys 
its truest liberty. This made Heraclitus say that the soul goes 
out of the body as lightning from a cloud, because it is never more 
clear in its conceptions than when freed from matter. * And what 
Lucretius excellently expresses in his verses is true in another 
sense that he intended; 

Cedit item retro, de terra quodfuit ante. 
In terram; sed quod missum est ex JEtheris oris. 
Id rursus ca;lifulgentia templa receptant. 

T © ' . Plutarch in Ram. 
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What sprang from eartli falU lo its native place : 
What heaven inspir'd releas'd from that weak tie 
Of flesh ascends above the sliiniiig sky. 

Before I proceed, I will briefly consider tbe objections of some 
who secretly favour the part of impiety. 

1. It is objected, that the soul in its intellectual operations de
pends on the phantasms, and those are drawn from the "represent
ations of things conveyed through the senses. 

But it will appear this does not enervate the force of the argu
ments for its spiritual nature. For this dependance is only ob
jective, not instrumental of the soul's perception. The first ima
ges of things are introduced by the mediation of the senses, and 
by their presence (for nothing else is requisite) the mind is exci
ted, and draws a picture resembling, or if it please, not resem
bling them, and so operates alone, and completes its own work. 
Of this we have a clear experiment in the conceptions which the 
mind forms of things so different from the first notices of them by 
the senses. 

The first apprehensions of the Deity are fi-om the visible effects 
of his power, but the idea in which the understanding contem
plates him, is framed by removing all imperfections that are in 
the creatures, and consequently that he is not corporeal. For 
whatsoever is so, is liable to coiruption, that is absolutely repug
nant to the perfection of his nature. Now the common sense 
and fancy, only powerful to work in matter, cannot ti-uly express 
an immaterial being. Indeed as painters by their colours repre
sent Invisible things, as darkness, the winds, the internal affec
tions of the heart, so that by the representations, the thoughts 
are awakened of such objects; so the fancy may with the like art 
shadow forth spiritual beings by the most resembling forms taken 
from sensible things. Thus it imagines the angels under the 
likeness of young men with wings, to express their vigour and 
velocity. But the mind by its internal light conceives them in 
another manner, by a spiritual form, that exceeds the utmost 
efficacy of the corporeal organs, so that it is evident the soul as 
intellectual in its singular and most proper operations, is not as
sisted by the ministry of the senses. 

2. It is objected that the soul in its superior operations de
pends on the convenient temper of the body. The thoughts arc 
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clear and orderly when the brain is composed. On the contrary 
when the predominancy of an humour distempers it, the mind 
keh its infirmities. And from hence it seems to be of a corpo
real nature, depending on the body in its being, as in its working. 

But this, if duly considered, will raise no just prejudice against 
its spiritual immortal nature. For, 

(1.) The sympathy of things is no convincing argument that 
they are of the same nature. There may be so strict an union 
of beings of different natures, that they must necessarily be sub
ject to impressions from one another. Can any reasons demon
strate that a spiritual substance endowed with the powers of un
derstanding" and will, cannot be united in a vital composition to 
a body, as the vegetative soul is in plants, and the sensitive in 
beasts ? There is no implicit repugnance in this that proves it 
impossible. Now if such a complex being were in nature, how 
would that spiritual soul act in that body, that in its first union 
with it (excepting some universal principles) is a rasa tabula, as 
a white paper, without the notices of things written in it? Cer
tainly in no other imaginable manner than as man's soul does 
now. 

Indeed if man as compounded of soul and body, were a sensi
tive animal, and only rational as partaking of the universal intel
lect lent to individuals for a time, and retiring at death to its first 
being, as Averroes fancied, there would be no cause of such a 
sympathy: but the soul as intellectual, is an informing, not as
sisting form. And it is an evident proof of the wisdom and 
goodness of the Creator, by this strict and sensible union, to 
make the soul vigilant and active, to provide for the convenience 
and comfort of the body in the present state, and that notwith
standing such a discord in nature, there should be such a con
cord in inclinations. 

(2.) Though the mental operations of the soul are hindered by 
the ill habit of the body, yet the mind suffers no hurt, but still 
retains its intellectual power without impairing. A skilfiil musi
cian does not lose his art that plays on a harp when the strings 
are false, though the music is not so harmonious as when it is 
justly tuned. The visive faculty is not weakened, when the air 
by a collection of gross vapours is so thick, that the eye cannot 
distinctly perceive distant objects. When by the heats of wine 
or a disease the spirits are inflamed, and made fierce and unruly. 
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and the images in the fancy are put into confiision, the mind 
cannot regularly govern and use them: when the fiimes are eva
porated, the brain is restored to its temper and fitness for intel
lectual operations, but the mind is not cured, that was not hurt 
by those distempers. 

Briefly, the deniers of the soul's immortality, resemble in their 
arguings some who opposed the divinity of our Saviour. For as 
Apollinaris and Eunomius fi-om Christ's sleeping so profoundly in 
a storm, instead of concluding that he was a real man, falsely in
ferred that he was not God: because sleep is not the satisfaction 
of a divine appetite, the Deity is incapable of it. * But they con
sidered not his more than human power in rebuking the winds 
and the sea with that empire, that was felt and obeyed by those 
insensible creatures: so those whose interest inclines them to be
lieve that man is entirely mortal, alledge that he acts as a sensi
tive creature, for he is so, but consider not that he has also more 
noble faculties to understand objects purely spiritual, and God 
himself the most perfect in that order, which no material princi
ple, though of the most subtile and finest contexture can reach 
unto. Besides, the more it is disengaged from matter, and reti
red from the senses, the more capable it is to perform its most 
exalted operations, and consequently by an absolute separation it 
is so far from perishing, that it ascends to its f perfection. 
For the manner how it acts in the separate state it is to no pur
pose to search, being most secret, and it will be to no purpose to 
find, as being of no influence to excite us to the constant and 
diligent performance of our duty. It is therefore a fruitless cu
riosity to inquire after it. But to imagine that because the soul 
in the present state cannot understand clearly without the con
venient disposition of the body, therefore it cannot act at all with
out it, is as absurd as to fancy because a man confined to a cham
ber cannot see the objects without, but through the windows, 
therefore he cannot see at all, but through such a medium; and 
that when he is out of the chamber he has totally lost his sight. 

• Basil Seleac. Orat. 2. 

+ Mihi qnidein nunquam persuader! potuit animos dum in corpoiibus es-
sent, mortalibus viveri, qaum exissent ex iis emori. Nee vero turn animum 
esse insipientem qunm ex insipienti corpore evasissit, sed quum omni admis-
tione corporis purns integer esse cxpisset, turn esse sapientem, Cic, de Sen, 
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CHAP. IX. 
The acts of the will considered. Its choice of things distasteful to sense, and 

sometimes destructive to the body, argue it to be a spiritual principle. 
The difference between man and brutes amplified. The spiritual opera
tions of the soul may be performed by itself in a separate state. This is a 
strong proof God will continue it. The Platonic argument that man 
unites the two orders of natures, intelligent and seosible, immortal and 
perishing. 

THE acts of the will, that imperial faculty, prove it to be of a 
higher order of substances than the sensitive soul. The brutes 
are acted by pure necessity; their powers are moved and deter
mined by the external application of objects. It is visible that 
all kinds of sensitive creatures in all times, are carried in the 
same manner by the potent sway of nature towards thin^ suit
able to their corporeal faculties. But the rational will is a prin
ciple of free election, that controuls the lower appetite, by 
restraining from the most pleasant and powerful allurements, 
and choosing sometimes the most distasteful things to sense. 
Now from whence arises this contention ? If the rational will 
be not of a higher nature than the sensual appetite, why does it 
not consent vnth its inclinations ? How comes the soul to mor
tify the most vehement desires of the body, a part so near in 
nature, so dear by affection, and so apt to resent an injury? 
And since it is most evident that sensitive creatures always with 
the utmost of their force defend their beings, from whence is it 
that the rational soul in some cases against the strongest recoil 
and reluctance of nature, exposes the body to death ? If it de
pended on the body for subsistence it would use all means to 
preserve it. Upon the sight of contrary motions in an engine 
we conclude they are caused by diverse springs, and can such 
opposite desires in man proceed from the same principle ? 

If the rational soul be not of a sublimer order than the sen
sitive, it follows that men are beasts, and beasts are men. Now 
it is as impossible to be what they are not, as not to be what 
they are. But do the beasts reverence a divine power, and at 
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stated times perform acts of solemn worship ? Is conscience the 
immediate rale of their actions ? Will lectures of temperance, 
chastity, justice, arrest them in the eager pursuit of sensual 
satisfactions ? Do they feel remorse in doing ill, and pleasure 
in doing well ? Do they exercise the mind in the search of truth ? 
Have they desires of a sublime intellectual good that the low 
sensual part cannot partake of? Have they a capacity of such 
an immense blessedness, that no finite object in its qualities and 
duration can satisfy ? Ask the beasts, and they will tell you. 
Their actions declare the contrary. But the human soul has 
awfiil apprehensions of the Deity, distinguishes of things by their 
agreement or disconformity to his laws: its best and quickest 
pleasures, and most piercing wounding troubles, are from moral 
causes. What colour, what taste has virtue ? Yet the purified 
soul is inflamed by the views of its most amiable, though not 
sensible beauty, and delighted in its sweetness. How ofiten is it 
so ravished in contemplation of God, the great object of the 
rational powers, as to lose the desire and memory of all carnal 
things ? What stronger argument and clearer proof can there 
be of its affinity with * God, than that divine things are most 
suitable to it ? For if the rational soul were of the same order 
with the sensitive, as it could not possibly conceive any being 
more excellent than what is corporeal, so it could only relish gross 
things wherein sense is conversant. 

The sum of what has been discoursed of, is this, that by con
sidering the different operations of man and of brates, we may 
clearly discern the different powers of acting, wherewith the ra
tional soul is endowed in the one, and the sensitive in the other. 
The soul in beasts performs no operations independent on the 
body, that serves it either as an instrument, or matter of their 
production : such are the use of the senses, nutrition, generation, 
all the internal work, and the preparing the phantasms, without 
which they would be far less serviceable to man. It is not 
strange therefore that it perishes with the body, there being no 
reason for its duration in a separate state, since it is fit only to 
act by the ministry of the body. But the soul of man, besides 
the operations that proceed from it as the form of the body it 

* Hoc igUnr Argumentiun habet DiviDitatis suae, quod ilium Divina de-
lectant. Senec. 
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animates, such are all common to man with plants and animals, 
understands, discourses, reflects on itself, that are acts proper to 
its nature, and included in its true conception, whereby it is dis
tinguished from that of brutes. Indeed the exercise of sensitive 
operations depends so absolutely on its union with the body, that 
they cannot be performed, nor conceived as possible, without 
its presence, and the use of corporeal organs. But the more ex
cellent operations that proceed from the higher faculties, where
with it is endowed not as the form of a material being, but as a 
spiritual substance, such as subsist for ever without any commu
nion with bodies, so entirely belong to it by the condition of 
nature, that for their production it is sufiicient of itself. The 
understanding and will are angelical powers, and to know and 
will, and to be variously moved with pleasure or grief according 
to the qualities of objects suitable or disagreeing, are proper to 
those natures that have no alliance with bodies. It follows 
therefore, the soul, in its separate state, may contemplate, and 
delightftilly enjoy intellectual objects, or torment itself with re
flection on things contrary to its will: nay, it understands more 
clearly, and is affected more strongly than before. For these 
operations during its conjunction are not common to the body, 
but produced by it in the quality of a mind, and are then most 
vigorous and expedite, most noble and worthy of it, when the 
soul withdraws from all sensible things into itself, and is most 
reused above the manner of working that is proper and propor
tioned to the body. And from hence it is reasonable to conclude 
that it survives the body, not losing with it the most noble fa
culty, the mind, that is peculiar to it, nor the necessary instru
ment of using it. For as the universal providence of God sup
ports the lower rank of creatures in their natural Ijfe, so long as 
their faculties are qualified for actions proper to that life, we 
may strongly argue that his conservative influence will not be 
withdrawn from the human soul that is apt and capable in its 
own nature to exist, and act in a separate state. In short, the 
understanding and elective powers declare its descent from * the 
Father of spirits, whose image is engraven in its nature, not as 
in brittle glass, but an incorruptible diamond. 

I shall add to the natural arguments an observation of the 

* Tw flgiw xai oAxtaxio o/towVaTOV. ricAo, 
£ 2 
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Platonists, that of all other philosophers approach nearest the 
truth in their discourses of God and the soul, of the majesty of 
the one, and the excellence of the other: they observe that the 
unity of the world is so closely combined in all its parts, the 
several beings that compose it, that between the superior and 
inferior species there are middle natures, wherein they meet, 
that no vacuum may interpose in the series of things. This is 
evident by considering that between inanimate bodies and living, 
insensible and sensible, there are some beings that partake of the 
extremes, and link them together, that the order of things not 
being interrupted, the mind by continual easy degrees may as
cend from the lowest to the highest in perfection. And from this 
just and harmonious proportion that is proper to essences, the 
intelligible beauty and music of the world arises, that is so plea
sing to the considering mind. Now what band is there to join 
the two ranks of beings intelligible and sensible, but man that 
partakes of sense, common with the beasts, and understanding to 
the angels. For this reason they give him the mysterious name 
of Horizon, the ending and union of the two hemispheres, the 
superior and inferior, the two orders of natures, immortal, and 
mortal, which shall perish. 
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CHAP. X. 

The moral arguments for the soul's immortality. The restless desire of the 
soul to an intellectual eternal happiness, argues it survives the body. The 
lower order of creatures obtain their perfection here. I t reflects upon 
nature, if the more noble fails of its end. That wicked men would choose 
annihilation, is no proof against man's natural desires of immortality. 
The necessity of a future state of recompences for moral actions, proves the 
soul to be immortal. The wisdom of God, as governor of the world, re
quires there be rewards and punishments annexed to his laws. Eternal 
rewards are only powerful to make men obedient to them in this corrupt 
state. Human laws are no sufficient security of virtue, and restraint from 
vice. 

2. I Will now consider the moral inducements to confirm our 
belief that God will preserve the soul in its being and activity 
hereafter. And of this we have sufficient evidence by internal 
light, the natural notions of the Deity, and by many visible 
testimonies in the order of his providence, and government of 
the world. 

1. The restless desire of the soul to an intellectual and eternal 
felicity not attainable here, is a strong argument that it is re
served to a fixture state. The understandmg is inclined to the 
knowledge of truth, the will to the fruition of goodness; and in 
what degree soever we discover the one, and enjoy the other in 
our present condition, we are not content. As one that is burnt 
up with such a thirst that only an ocean can quench, and has 
but a little stream to refresh him. God is the only satisfying 
object of the rational faculties; and here our conceptions of him 
are so imperfect, that we approach nearer the truth by denying 
what is inconsistent with his nature, than in affirming the proper 
perfections of it. And the communications of his love to us in
flame the soul with new desires of fuller enjoyment. This de-
.sire of happiness is essential to man, as man. Now it is univer
sally acknowledged that nature is not a vain principle, it pro
duces no superfluous inclinations in any sort of creatures, much, 
less in man, and in that which is most proper to him, and in 
order to the raising him to his perfection. The natural motion 
of a stone has a centre where to rest; plants arrive to their fill I 
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growth and beauty; the beasts have present satisfaction, and 
are happy animals. But man, in whom the two lower lives, and 
the intellectual are united, is here only in his way to happiness, 
his best endeavours are but imperfect essays towards it. 

Now if the soul does not survive the body, and in a separate 
state obtain its desires, it will reflect upon nature for imprudence 
or malignity, in dealing worse with the most noble order of visible 
beings. The beasts lexcel man in the quickness and wacity of 
the powers of sense, being their perfection, and in him subordi
nate faculties, and are more capable of pleasure from sensible 
things; and reason his eminent prerogative, makes him more 
liable to misery. For man ardently aspiring to a spiritual hap
piness, that here he cannot enjoy, much less hereafter if the 
soul perish, is under a remediless infelicity. His mind is de
ceived and stained with errors, his will tormented with fruitless 
longing after an impossible object. But if we unveil the face of 
nature, God appears (who is the author of our being, and of this 
desire so proper to it) and we cannot suspect, without the high
est impiety, that he would make all men in vain, and deceive 
them by a false appearance. But he pves us in it a faithhil pre
sage of things fiiture and indiscernible to sense, to be enjoyed in 
immortality. This argument will be the more forceable if we 
consider that holy souls, who excel in knowledge and virtue, do 
most inflamedly long for the enjoyment of this pure felicity. 
And is it possible that the Creator should not only endow^man 
with rational powers, but with virtues that exalt and enlarge 
their capacity to render him more miserable ? To imagine that 
he cannot, or will not fiiUy and eternally satisfy them, is equally 
injurious to his perfections. It therefore necessarily follows that 
the soul lives after death, and fiilly enjoys the happiness it earn
estly desired whilst in the darkness of this earthly tabernacle. 

Add fiirther, that man alone of all creatures in the lower world 
understands and desires immortality. The conception of it is 
pecuUar to his mind, and the desire of it as intrinsic to his nature 
as the desire of blessedness. For that blessedness that ends is no 
perfect blessedness, nor that which every one desires. Man 
alone, feels and knows that his nature is capable of exceUent per
fections and joys. Now if he shall cease to be for ever, why is 
this knowledge and desire but to render him more unhappy, by 
grief for the present shortness of life, and by despair of a fiiture 
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immortality ? In this respect also the condition of the beasts 
would be better than of men. For though they are for ever de
prived of life, yet they are incapable of regret, because they can
not by reflection know that they possess it, and are without the 
least imagination or desire of immortality. They are alive to the 
present, but dead to the future. By a favourable ignorance they 
pass into a state of not being, with as much indifierence, as 
from watching to sleep, or from labour to repose. But to man 
that understands and values life and immortality, how dark and 
hideous are the thoughts of annihilation ? Let him enjoy all 
possible delights to sense, or desirable to the powers of the soul, 
how will the sweetness of all be lost in the bitterness of that 
thought that he shall be deprived of them for ever? How 
frightful is the continual apprehension of an everlasting period 
to his being, and all enjoyments suitable to it? * After that a 
prospect of eternity has been shown to him, how tormenting is 
the thought that he must die as the stupid ox, or the vilest ver
min of the earth, and with him the fallacious instinct of nature 
that inclined him to the most durable happiness ? If it were 
thus, O living image of the immortal God, thy condition is very 
miserable! f What the Romans wished in great anguish for the 
loss of Augustus, that he had not been bom, or had not died, is 
more reasonable in this case: it were better that the desire of 
eternal life had not been born in man, or that it should be ful
filled. If it be objected that many men are not only without 
fear of annihilation, but desire it, therefore immortality is not 
such a privilege that the reasonable creature naturally aspires to. 

I answer; the inference is very preposterous, for the reason of 
their choice is, because they are attentive to an object infinitely 
more J sad and afflictive, that is, a state of everlasting torments, 
which the guilty conscience presages to be the just recompence 
of their crimes. So that inclosed between two evils, an eternal 
state of not being, and an eternity of miserj', it is reasonable to 
venture on the least, to escape the greater. But supposing any 
hopes of future happiness, they would desire immortality as an 

* Mors iis terribilis, quorum cum vita omnia extingunntur. Cic. 

4- Utinam aut non natus esses, aut non morereris. 

X Plerosq; conscientia merilorum, niliil esse post mortem, magis optare, 
quam credere. Malunt enim extingui, quam ad snpplicia reparari, M, 

E 4 
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excellent benefit. As one that has lost the pleasure and taste of 
life, by consuming sickness, and sharp psdns, or some other great 
calamities, may be willing to die, but supposing a freedom from 
those evils, the desire of life as the most precious and dear en
joyment would strongly return. And that the desire of immor
tality is natural, I shall add one most visible testimony. For 
whereas the lower sort of creatures, that finally perish in death, 
are without the least knowledge of a future estate, and are 
therefore careless of leaving a memorial after them : on the con
trary, men are solicitous to secure their names from oblivion, as 
conscious of their soul's surviving in another world. This ar
dent passion, not directed by higher principles, excites them to 
use all means, to obt̂ n a kind of immortality from mortals. 
They reward historians, poets, orators, to celebrate their actions: 
They crept monuments of durable brass and marble, to repre
sent the effigies of their faces: they endeavour by triumphal 
arches, pyramids, and other works of magnificence, to eternize 
their fame, to live in the eyes, and mouths, and memories of 
the living in all succeeding times. These indeed are vain sha
dows, yet argue the desire of immortaUty to be natural. As it is 
evident there is a natural affection in parents to preserve their 
children, because when they are deprived of their living presence, 
they dearly value and preser\'e their dead pictures, though but a 
poor consolation. 

2. The necessity of a future state, wherein a just retribution 
shall be made of rewards and punishments to men according to 
their actions in this life, includes the soul's immortality. For 
the proof of this I shall lay down such things as certainly esta
blish it. 

I . The first argument is drawn from the wisdom of God in 
governing the reasonable world. In the quality of Creator he 
has a supreme title to man, and consequently is his rightful 
governor, and man his natural subject. Now man being en
dowed with free faculties, the powers of knowing and choosing, 
is under a law clearly impressed on his nature by the Author of it, 
that strictly forbids moral evil, and commands moral good. 
And to enforce the authority of this law, the wisdom of the law
giver, and the temper of the subject requires, that willing obe
dience should be attended with certain rewards, and voluntary 
disobedience with unavoidable punishments. For man being so 
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iramed as to foresee the consequences of his actions, the inward 
springs of hope and fear work and govern him accordingly. And 
these necessary effects of virtue and vice must be so great, as 
may rationally induce man to reverence and observe the law of 
his Maker, in the presence of the strongest temptation to the 
contrary. Now if we consider man in this corrupt state, how 
averse from good, and inclined to evil, how weak his directive 
faculty, how disordered and turbulent his passioas, how many 
pleasures are pressing on the senses, to precipitate his slippery 
disposition iuto a compliance, it is very evident, that besides the 
rules of morality, eternal reasons are necessary to preserve in 
him a dutiful respect to God. Take away the hopes and fears of 
things hereafter, what antidote is of force against the poison of 
inherent lusts ? What can disarm the world of its allurements ? 
How can man, void of innocence, and fiill of impurity, resist the 
delights of sin, when the inclinations from within, are as strong 
as temptations from vrithout? How greedily will he pursue the 
advantages of this mortal condition, and strive to gratify all the 
sensual appetites ? The Romans when the fear of * Carthage, 
that aspired to a superiority in empire, was removed, presently 
degenerated from military valour and civil virtues, into softness 
and luxmy. So if man were absolved from the fear of judgment 
to come, no restraint would be strong enough to bridle the im
petuous resolutions of his depraved will. If there were no evil 
of punishipent after death, there is no evil of sin but will be 
continued in till death. And man, who by nature is incompara
bly above, by vice would be incomparably beneath the beasts: 
insomuch as joining to their natural brutishness, the craft and 
malice of wit, he would become more monstrously (that is, de
signedly and freely) brutish. Now is it conceivable that God, 
to keep his subjects in order, should be constrained to allure 
them with a beautifiil deceit, the promise of a heaven that has 
no reality, or to urge them by the feigned terrors of a hell, that 
is no where ? This is inconsistent vrith his wisdom, and many 
other attributes. 

If it be objected. That human laws are a sufficient security of 
virtue, and curb from vice. 

• Remoto Carthaginis metu, sublataque Imperii aemula Don tarn gradu, 
led praecipiti cursu a virtute descitum, ad vitia transversum est. Paterc 
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I answer. This is apparently false: For, 
(I.) Sovereign princes are exempted from temporal penalties, 

yet their faults are of the greatest malignity by the contagion of 
their examples, and the mischief of their effects. Their actions 
are more potent to govern than their laws. Innumerable perish 
by the imitation of their vices. Now to leave the highest rank 
of men unaccountable, would cause a great disorder in the con
duct of the reasonable creature, and be a spot in the divine pro
vidence. 

(2.) Many sins directly opposite to reason, and injurious to 
the divine honour, are not within the compass of civil laws. 
Such are some sins" that immediately concern God, the disbeUef 
and undervaluing his excellencies-; and some that immediately 
respect a man's self, as sloth, luxury, &c. And all vicious 
principles that secretly lodge in the heart, and infect it with deep 
pollutions, and many sins that break forth, of wliich the outward 
acts are not pernicious to the public. 

(3.) Many eminent virtues are of a private nature, as humility, 
meekness, patience, a readiness to forgive, gratitude, for wliich 
there are no encouragements by civil laws; so that they are but 
a weak instrument to preserve innocence, and restrain from evil. 

CHAP. XI. 
The justice of God an infallible argument of future recompences. The na

tural notion of God includes justice in perfection. In this world soinetimea 
virtue and vice are equally miserable. Sometimes vice is prosperous. 
Sometimes good men are in the worst condition. The dreadful conse
quences of denying a future state. God's absqlute dominion over the rea
sonable creature, is regulated by bis wisdom, and limited by his will. The 
essential beauty of holiness, with the pleasure that naturally results from 
good actions, and the native turpitude of sin, with the disturbance of the 
mind reflecting on it, are not the complete recompences that attend the 
good and the wicked. 

2. THE second argument arises from the divine goodness and 
justice. God as universal sovereign is supreme judge of the 
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world. For judicature being an essential part of royalty, these 
rights are inseparable. And the natural notion of the Deity in
cludes justice in that perfection, as infinitely excels the most 
just governors on the earth. This gives us convincing evidence 
for recompences hereafter. For there is no way of proof more 
certain, than by such maxims as are acknowledged by all to be 
undoubtedly true by their own light. In the motives of intellec
tual assent, the mind must finally rest on some that are self-
evident, without depending as to their clearness on any superior 
proof; and are therefore called first principles, the fountains of 
discourse. Now that God is most righteous and equal in his 
judgment, before whose throne man must appear, that he will 
by no means condemn the innocent, nor justify the guilty; that 
he is so pure and holy that he cannot suffer sin unrepented of, 
to go unpunished, is a prime truth, declared by the voice of na
ture. The weakest twilight of reason discerns the antipathy of 
this connexion, an unjust God indifferent to good or evil. Never 
any sect of idolaters formed such an unworthy deity, that was 
absolutely careless of virtue and vice, without distinguishing 
them in his affections and retributions: this were to debase him 
beneath the most unreasonable men, for there is none of such 
an impure mind, so perfect a despiser of moral goodness, but 
has some respect f(K virtue, and some abhorrence of vice in 
others, especially in their children. From hence it certainly fol
lows, that as virtue and the reward, sin and the punishment, 
are allied in a direct Une by a most wise constitution; so it is 
just that the effects should truly correspond with the quality of 
men's actions. If they reverence God's laws, it is most beco
ming his nature and relation to make them happy: if they abuse 
their liberty, and folate his commands, it is most righteous that 
they should feel the effects of their chosen wickedness. Now if 
we look only to things seen, we do not find such equal distribu
tions as are suitable to the clear light wherewith God has irra
diated the understanding of man, concerning his governing-
justice. 

1. Sometimes virtue and vice are equally miserable here. In 
common calamities is there a difference between the righteous 
and the wicked ? Is there a peculiar antidote to secure them 
from pestilential infection ? Or a strong retreat to defend them 
from the sword of a conquering enemy ? Have they secret pro-
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visions in times of famine? Are not the wheat and tares bound 
in a bundle and cast into the same fire. 

2. Many times the most guilty offenders are not punished here. 
They not only escape the justice of men, by secrecy, by deceit or 
favour, by resistance or flight, but are under no conspicuous 
marks of God's justice. Nay, by wicked means they are pros
perous and happy. 

3. The best men are often in the worst condition, and merely 
upon the accomit of their goodness. They are oppressed because 
they do not make resistance, and loaden vnth sufferings, bec-ause 
they endure them with patience. They are for God's sake made 
the spectacles of extreme miser}', whilst the insolent defiers of liis 
majesty aiid laws enjoy all visible felicities. Now in tlie judg
ment of sense, can holiness be more afflicted if under the displea
sure of heaven, or wickedness more prosperous if favoured by it ? 
But this is such a monstrous incongruity, that unless we abolish 
the natural notions of the divine excellencies, it caimot in the 
least degree be admitted. If therefore w-e confine our thoughts 
to human affairs in this life, without taking a prospect into the 
next world, where a new order of things presents itself, what 
direful consequences will ensue ? This takes away the sceptre 
of providence from the hands of God, and the reverence of God 
from the hearts of men, as if the present state, were a game where
in chance reigned, and not mider the inspection and disposure of 
a wise, just and powerful governor. If there be no hfe after death, 
then natural religion in some of its greatest commands, as to self-
denial, even lo the suffering the greatest evils, rather than do any 
unjust, unworthy action, and to sacrifice life itself when the 
honour of God aud the public good require it, is irreconcileable 
to that natural desire and duty, that binds and determines man 
to seek his own felicity in conjunction with the glory of his Ma
ker. But it is impossible that the dj%ine law s.'iouJd foil itself, 
that contrar)' obligations should be laid ou man by tlie wise and 
holy lawgiver. And what terrible confusion would it be in the 
minds of the best men ? What coldness of affection to God, at 
if they were not in the comfortable relation of his children, but 
whoUy without his care? What discourajjemtnls in his seiTice:-* 
WTiat despair in suffering for him ? What danger of their mur
muring against providence, and casting off religion as a sour un
profitable severity, and sayirtg, " Surely I have cleansed my Jteart 
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in vain, and washed my hands in innocency;" or exclaiming 
with Brutus in a desperate maimer, when he was overcome in 
battle, and defeated of his design to recover Rome from tjTaiiny ; 
O inftelix Virtue.' itane, cum nihil nisi nomen esses, ego te, tan
quam rem aliquam exercui ? 

And the enemies to holiness restrained by no respects to a su
perior power, will obey their brutish lusts as their supreme law; 
and if such diseases or troubles happen that the pleasant opera
tions of life cease, they may release themselves by a voluntary 
easy death, and fall into a sleep never to be disturbed; so that 
they would be esteemed the only happy persons. 

In short, it we only regard things as they pass in the sensible 
world, we shall be in danger of being over-tempted to atheism, 
and to rob God of his glory and worship, and that faith, fear, 
love and obedience that are due to him. Of this I will produce 
only two examples. Diagoras saw a servant of his stealing from 
him, and upon his denial of the theft, brought him before the 
statue of Jupiter thundering, and constrained him to adjure Ju
piter for the honour of his Deity, and of justice and fidelity, to 
strike him dead at his feet with thunder, if he were guilty of the 
fact, and after three times repeating the dreadful oath, he went 
away untouched without harm. Upon the sight of this Diagoras 
cried out, as in the Poet; 

Audis 
Jupiter h/DC, nec labra moves, cum mittere vocem 
Debueras vel marmoreus, vel ahameus ? * 

Do'st hear 
This Jove, not mov'st thy lips, when fit it were 
'Jliy brass or marble spoke? 

And whereas he should have been convinced that a statue could 
not be a god, he impiously concluded that God was nothing but 
a statue; and from that time was hardened in irreclaimable athe
ism. So that other f atheist reports of some of the Romans, 

• Juvenal. Satyr. 13. 

+ Ali i in ipso capitolio fallunt, & fulniinanlem pejerant Jovem; & noi 
=relarajuvant. eiin. lib, 2. 
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that they successfully deceived by false oaths, even in their most 
sacred temple in the presence of their supreme deity, the repug
nant avenger of perjury. And because vengeance did not imme
diately overtake guilt, he acknowledged no other god but the world 
and nature, unconcerned in the governing human affairs. The 
disbelief of the fiiture state strikes through the vital principles of 
religion, that there is a God, the rewarder of men's good or evil 
actions. 

It may be objected, that God's dominion over the reasonable 
creature is absolute: for man owes to him entirely his beii^, and 
all that his faculties can produce, so that without reflection on 
justice, God may after a course of obedience, annihilate him. 

To this I answer. The sovereign dominion of God in its ex
ercise towards men is regulated by his wisdom, and limited by 
his will, that is holy, just, and good. Hence though the crea
ture can challenge nothing from God as due to its service, yet 
there is a justice of condecence that arises from the excellencies of 
his own nature, and is perfectly consistent with the liberty of his 
essence, to bestow the eminent effects of his favours on his faith-
fiil servants. His holiness inclines him to love the image of it in 
the creature, and his goodness to reward it. His government is 
paternal, and sweetened by descending love in many favours and 
rewards to his obedient children. There is a resemblance of our 
duty to God, and his rewards to us in the order of nature among 
men. Parents may require of their children entire obedience, as 
being the second causes of their natural life. And children may 
expect from their parents what is requisite for their welfare. 
Now God, who is the father of men will be true to his own rules, 
and deal with them accordingly, but in a manner worthy of his 
infinite greatness. There is not the least obligation on him, but 
his unchangeable perfections are the strongest assurances, that 
none of his shall obey him to their final prejudice. It is a direct 
contrariety to his nature, that men for conscience of their duty 
should part with temporal happiness in hopes of eternal, and lose 
both. 

It may be objected, that such is the essential beauty of holi
ness that it should ravish our affections without ornament or 
dowry, that it is its own reward, and produces such a sweet 
agreement in the rational faculties, as fiiUy compensates the loss 
of all lower delights, and sweetens the troubles that befal a vir* 
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tuous man in the sincere practice of it. And on the contrary, 
that such is the native foul deformity of sin, as renders it most 
odious for itself, that it is its own punishment, being attended 
with inward disquiets and perplexities, much exceeding all its 
seeming pleasures. Therefore we cannot certainly infer there 
will be future recompences. But this receives a clearer answer. 

1. It is true, that holiness is most amiable in itself, and in 
true comparison infinitely excels all the allurements of sin. 

2. It is true, that as natural actions that are necessary to pre
serve the species or the individuals, are mixed with sensible plea
sures, as an attractive to the performance of them; so there is 
joined to actions of virtue that are most excellent, a pleasant 
complacency of a superior order to all carnal pleasures. But it 
is a frigid conceit that this is the entire reward. For, first, be
sides the inward satisfaction that naturally results from the prac
tice of virtue, there is an excellent good, that is properly the re
ward of the supreme governor of the world. We have an exam
ple of this in human justice, which is an image of the divine. 
For those who have been eminently serviceable to the state, be
sides the joyfiil sense arising from the performance of heroic ac
tions for the good of their country, are rewarded by the prince 
with great honours and benefits. 

3. This inward joy is not here felt by all holy persons. In 
this militant state, after vigorous resistance of carnal lusts, they 
may change their enemies, and be assaulted with violent fears, 
and instead of a sweet calm and serenity fall into darkness and 
confiision. The soul and body in the present conjunction mutu
ally sympathize. As two things that are unisons, if one be 
touched and moves, the other untouched, yet moves, and trem
bles. The * cause is from the vibration the sound makes in the 
ail, and impresses on soHd bodies, moving them according to the 
harmonious proportion between them. Thus the soul and the 
body are two strings tempered to such a correspondence, that 
if one be moved, the other resents by an impression from it. If 
the body be sanguine, or choleric, or melancholy, the soul by a 
strange consent feels the motion of the humours, and is altered 
with their alterations. Now some of excellent virtue are oppress
ed with melancholy. Others are under strong pains that dis-

* Tanta vis est convenientise, at rem insensoalem sponte se movere faciat, 
quia ejus sociam constat agitatam. Cassiadar, 
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turb the free operations of the mind, that it cannot without su
pernatural strength delightfiilly contemplate what is a just matter 
of content. The stoical doctrine, that a wise man rejoices as 
well in torments, as in the midst of * pleasures, that it is not in 
the power of any external evil to draw a sigh or tear from him, 
that he is sufficient in himself for happiness, is a philosophical 
romance of that severe sect, an excess unpracticable, without 
cordials of a higher nature than are compounded by the faint 
thoughts of having done what is agreeable to reason. All their 
maxims are weak supports of such triumphant language. It is 
true in a body disordered and broken with diseases and pains, 
the mind may be erect and composed, but it is by virtue of di
vine comforts from the present sense of God's favour, and the 
joyful hopes of eternal felicity in his presence hereafter. 

4. Those who suffer the loss of all that is precious and dear in 
the world, and with a cheerful confidence submit to death, that, 
singly considered, is very terrible to nature, but attended with 
torments is doubly terrible, and all to advance the glory of God, 
CEUinot enjoy the satisfaction of mind that proceeds from the re
view of worthy actions, if their being is determined with their 
life. Now that love to God expressed in the hardest and noblest 
service should finally destroy a man, is not conceivable. 

To render this argument more sensible, let us consider the 
vast multitude of the martyrs in the first times of Christianity, 
more easy to be admired than numbered. It would be a history, 
to describe the instruments of their cruel sufferings, invented by 
the fierce wit of their persecutors, the various tortures to destroy 
life with a slow death, such as were never before inflicted on the 
guiltiest malefactors. All which they willingly endured, with an 
invaaiable serenity of countenance, the sign and effect of their 
inward peace; nay vrith triumphant expressions of joy. Now to 
what original shall we attribute this fortitude of spirit? Were 
such numbers of all conditions, ages, sects, induced by rash 
counsel, by frenzy of passion, by a desire of vain-glory, or any 
like cause, to part with all that is precious and amiable in the 
world, for swords, and fire, and crosses, and wheels, and racks, 
to torment and destroy their bodies? No human reasons, nei-

* Quare sapiens si in phalaridis tauro peruratur, exclamabit dulce est, ad 
me niliil pertinet, Senec. 
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ther the virtue nor vice of nature, generosity nor obstinacy could 
possibly give such strength under such torments. This was so 
CAadent, that many heathen spectators were convinced of the di
vine power miraculously supporting them, and became prosetytes 
of Christianity, and with admirable cheerfulness offered them
selves to the same punishments. Now this is an extrinsic testi
mony incomparably more weighty than from a bare affirmation 
in words, or a mere consent of judgment, that there is an unseen 
state infinitely better, and more durable than what is present, 
the hopes of which made them esteem the parting Avith all sen
sible things, measured by time, not to have the shadow of a loss. 
And this was not a mere naked view of a future blessedness, but 
joined with an impression of that sweetness and strength, that 
consolation and force of spirit, that it was manifest, heaven de
scended to them, before they ascended to heaven. From hence 
they were fearless of those who could only kill the body, but not 
touch the soul. As the breaking a crystal in pieces cannot in
jure the light that penetrated and filled it, but releases it from 
that confinement. So the most violent death was in their esteem 
not hurtful to the soul, but the means to give it entrance into a 
happy immortahty. Now is it any degree credible that when no 
other principle was sufficient to produce such courage in thou
sands, so tender and fearful by nature, that the divine hand did 
not support them, invisible in operation, but most clearly disco
vered in the effects ? And can it be imagined that God would 
encourage them to lose the most valuable of all natural things, 
life itself, and to their great cost of pains and misery, if there 
were not an estate wherein he would reward their heroic love of 
himself, with a good that unspeakably transcends whatever is de
sirable here below? 

Though vice in respect of its turpitude, be the truest disho
nour of man, and be attended with regret, as contrary to his rea
son, yet there is a further punishment naturally due to it. Ma
lefactors besides the infamy that cleaves to their crimes, and the 
secret twinges of conscience, feel the rigour of civil justice. And 
if no physical evil be inflicted as the just consequent of vice, the 
y-iciously inclined would despise the moral evil, that is essential 
to it, as an imaginary punishment. And when the remember-
ance of sin disturbs their rest, they would presently by pleasant 
diversions, call off their thoughts from sad objects. 

F 
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Supposing; no other punishment but what is the immediate ef
fect of sin, the most vicious and guilty would many times suffer 
the least punishment. For the secret worm of conscience is most 
sensible, when vice is first springing up, and has tender roots-
But when vicious habits are confirmed, the conscience is past 
feeling the first resentments. There are many instances of those 
who have made the foulest crimes so familiar as to lose the hor
ror that naturally attends them. And many that have been pros
perous in their villanies, die without tormenting reflections on 
their guilt. So that if there be no further punishments, we muse 
deny the divine providence, of which justice is an eminent part. 

CHAP, xn. 

Two argainents more to prove future recompences. I t is not possilile for ci
vil justice to dispense rewards and punishments according to the good and 
evil actions of men. All nations agree in the acknowledgment of a future 
state. The innocent conscience is supported under an unjust sentence, by 
looking to the superior tribunal. The courage of Socrates in dying, with 
the cause of it. The guilty conscience terrifies with the apprehension of 
judgment to come. Tiberius his complaint to the senate of his inward tor
tures. An answer to the objection, that we have not sensible evidence of 
what is enjoyed, and what is suQcred in the next life. Why sin, a transient 
act, is punished with eternal death. 

IT is not possible for human justice to distribute recompence 
exactly according to the moral qualities of actions, therefore we 
may rationally infer there will be a future judgment. This ap
pears by considering, 

1. That many times those crimes are equally punished here, 
that are not of equal guilt: because they proceed from different 
sources, that lie so low as the strictest inquisition cannot disco
ver. And many specious actions done for corrupt ends, and 
therefore without moral value, are equally rewarded with those 
wherein is the deepest tincture of virtue. The accounts of civil 
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justice are made by the most visible cause, not by the secret and 
most operative and influential. Therefore a superior tribunal is 
necessary, to which not only sensible actions, but their most in
ward principles are open, that will exactly judge of moral evils 
according to their aggravations and allays, and of moral good ac
cording to the various degrees that are truly rewardable. 

2. No temporal benefits are the proper and complete reward 
of obedience to God. Not the proper; for they are common to 
bad and good: but the reward of holineas must be peculiar to it, 
that an eminent distinction be made between the obedient and 
rebellious to the divine laws, otherwise it will not answer the ends 
of government. And they are not the complete rewards of obe
dience. For God rewards his servants according to the infinite 
trciisures of his goodness. The sensible world, a kingdom so 
vast, so rich, so delightful, is enjoyed by his enemies. We may 
therefore certainly infer he has reser\'ed for his faithful servants a 
more excellent felicity, as becomes his glorious goodness. 

3. The extremest temporal evils that can be inflicted here, are 
not correspondent to the guilt of sii). Men can only torment 
and kill the body, the instrument and less guilty part, but cannot 
unmediiitely touch the soul, the principal cause, by whose influ
ence human actions are vicious, and justly punishable. From 
hence it follows, that supposing the wicked should feel the ut
most severity of civil lâ vs, yet there remains in another world a 
dreadful arrear of misery to be endured as their just and full re-
compenee. 

In testimony of this tnith, that the souls of men are immortal 
to rewards and punishments, not only the wisest men but all na
tions have subscribed. The darkest Pagans have acknowledged a 
Deity and a providence, and consequently a future judgment. 
Indeed this spark was almost droAvned in an abyss of failles: for 
in explicating the process and recompences of the last judgment 
they mixed many absurd fictions with truth: but in different 
manners they acknowledged the same thing, that there remains 
another lite, and two contrary states according to our actions 
here. Of this we have a perfect conviction from the immortal 
hopes in good men, and the endless fears in the wicked. The 
directive understanding that tells man his duty, has a reflexive 
power, and approves or condemns with respect to the supreme 
court, where it shall give a full testimony. Hence it is that con-
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science so far asinnocent, makes an apology against unjust char
ges, and sustains a man under the most cmel sentence, being 
persuaded of a superior tribunal that v/ill rectify the errors of 
man's judgment: but when guilty, terrifies the offender wth the 
flashes of judgment to come, though he may escape present suf
ferings. Of this double power of conscience I shall add some 
lively examples. 

Plato represents his admirable Socrates after an unjust con
demnation to death, in the prison at Athens encompassed with a 
noble circle of philosophers discoursing of the soul's immortality, 
and that having finished his arguments for it, he drank the cup 
of poison with * an undisturbed courage, as one that did not lose 
but exchange this short and wretched life for a blessed and eter
nal. For thus he argued, that there are two ways of departing 
souls leading to two contraiy states, of felicity and of misery, 
those who had defiled themselves with sensual vices, and given 
full scope to boundless lusts in their private conversion, or who 
by frauds and violence had been injurious to the commonwealth, 
are dragged to a place of torment, and for ever excluded froiM 
the joyfiil presence of the blessed society above. But those who 
had preserved themselves upright and chaste, and at the greatest 
distance possible from the contagion of the flesh, and had, during 
their union with human bodies, imitated the divine life, by an 
easy and open way returned to God from whom they came. And 
this was not the sense only of the more virtuous heathens, but 
even some of those who had done greatest force to the human 
nature, yet could not so darken their minds, and corrupt their 
wills, but there remained in them stinging apprehensions of pu
nishment hereafter. Histories inform us of many tyrants that 
encompassed with the strongest guards have been affrighted with 

* E t qiium poene manu sua mortiferam tcnerct poculum, loquntus est, ut 
non ad mortem trudi, verum in coelum videretur ascendere. Ita enim censc-
bat, itaquedisseruit, di-,asesse vias, diiplicesq; cursus animorum e corporecx-
ccdentium. Nam qui se humanis vitiis contaminasseni, & se totus lihidinibiis 
dedisscnt, quibus caecati, vel domesticis vitiis & flagltiis se inquinassent, vcl 
in republica violanda fraudes inexpiabilesconceepissent, iis devium quoddam 
iter esset seelusum a concilio deorum. Qui autcm se ihtegros castosque ser-
vassent, quibusque fuisset minima cum corporibus contagio, sequeab his sem
per sevocassent, essentq; in corporibus humanis vitam imitati deorum, his ad 
illos a quibus essent profecti facilem reditum pa(ere. Tull. dt Socrat. lib, L . 
Tmc. quasi. 
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the alanns of an accushig conscience, and seized on by inward 
terrors, the forerunners of hell, and in the midst of their luxuri
ous stupifying pleasures have been haunted with an evil spirit, 
that all the music in the world could not charm. The pereons 
executed by their commiinds were always in their view, showing 
their wounds, reproacliing their crueltv, and citing them before 
the high and everlasting judge, the righteous avenger of ̂  inno
cent blood. How fain would they have killed them once more, 
and deprived them of that life they had in their memories ? But 
that was beyond their power. Of this we have an eminent in
stance in * Tiberius, who in a letter to the senate opened the 
inward wounds of his breast, with such words of despair, as 
might have moved pity in those who were vmder the continual 
fear of his tyranny. No punishment is so cruel as when the 
offender and executioner are the same person. Now that such 
peace and joy are the effects of conscious integrity, that such dis
quiets and fears arise from guilt, that incomparably exceed all 
that is sweet or afflicting in the world, is a convincing argument 
that the divine providence is concerned in the moral actions of 
men whether virtuous or wicked done here. That the righteous 
God has rewards and punislmients infinitely above all the good 
aad evil things of the present state ; and consequently that the 
comforts of holy souls are the iirstfruits of eternal happiness, and 
the terrors of the wicked, are the gradual beginnings of SO:TOWS 

that shall never end. 
Before I finish this discourse it will be requisite to answer two 

objections that infidels are ready to make. 
1. They argue against the reality of future recompences; that 

they are invisible, and we have no testimony from others who 
know the truth of them by experience. As Alexander's soldiers 
after his victories in the east, refused to venture over the ocean 
with him for the conquest of other kingdoms beyond it, alledging, 
facile ista Jinguntur quia oceamis tiavigari mm potest. The 
seas were so vast and dangerous that no ship could pass through 
them. Whoever returned that was there ? Who has given tes
timony from bis own sight of such rich and pleasant countries ? 
Nothing can be more easily feigned that it is, than that of which 

* Tiberium non fortuna, non solitudines protegebant, qnin tormeota pec
toris siiasqne panas ipse fatcretur. Tacit. 
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there can be no proof that it is not. And such is tlie language 
of infidelity: of all that undertook that endless voyage to another 
world, whoever came back through the immense ocean of the 
air to bring us news of such a happy paradise as to make us des
pise this world ? Do they drink the waters of forgetfuhiess, so 
as to lose the memoiy of the earth and its inhabitants? If there 
were a place of endless torments of the millions of souls that 
every day depart from hence, would none return to give advice 
to his dear friends to prevent their miseiy ? Or when they have 
taken that last step, is the precipice so steep that they cannot 
ascend hither ? Or does the soul lose its wings that it cannot 
take so high a flight? These are idle fancies. And from hence 
they conclude, that none ever return, because they never come 
there, but finally perish in the dissolution of the body, and are 
lost in the abyss of nothing: when they cease to live with us, 
they are dead to themselves. And consequently they judge it a 
foolish bargain to part with what is present and certain for an 
uncertain fiaturity. Thus they make use of reason for this end, 
to persuade themselves that men are of the same nature with the 
beasts, without reason. 

To this 1 answer: 
(1.) Though the evidence of the future state be not equal to 

that of sense as to clearness, yet it is so convincing, even by 
natural light, that upon far less men form their judgments, and 
conduct their weightiest affairs in the world. To recapitulate 
briefly what has been amplified before; is there not a God the 
maker of the world ? Is there no counsel of jircvideuce to go
vern it ? No law of righteousness for the distin;;tiou of rewards? 
Are there not moral good and evil ? Are reason, virtue, grace, 
names without truth, like chimaeras of no real kind, the fancies 
of nature deceived and deceiving itself? Are they only wise 
among men, the only happy discoverers of that which is proper 
and best, and the all of man, who most degenerate to brutish
ness ? Shall we judge of the truth of nature in any kiiid of 
beings, by the monsters in it ? Yv'hat generation of animals has 
any show of veneration of a deity, or a value for justice, either 
peace or remorse of conscience, oi- a natural desire of an intellec
tual happiness in life, and an eternal after death ? Is there not 
even in the present state some experiirxsntd sense, some impres
sions in the hearts of men of the powers of the world to come ? 

still Waters Revival Books - All Rights Reserved - www.PuritanDownloads.com 

http://www.PuritanDownloads.com


CHAP. X I I . T H E SOUL. 87 

These thhigs are diseeniible to all unprejudieed minds. And 
can it be pretended that there is not a suffieient conviction that 
men and beasts do not equally perish ? 

(2.) There is a veil drawn over the eternal world for mast 
wise reasons. If the glory of heaven were clear to sense, if the 
mouth of the bottomless-pit were open before men's eyes, there 
would be no place for faith, and obedience would not be the 
effect of choice but necessity, and consequently there would be 
no visible discrimination made between the holy and the wicked. 
The violent inclinations to sin would be stopt as to the act, with
out an inward real change of the heart. If the blasphemer, or 
false swearer were presently struck dumb, if the drunkard should 
never recover his understanding, if the unclean wietch should 
immediately be consumed by a hidden fire, or his sinning flesh 
putrefy and rot away ; if for every vice of the mind, some disease 
that resembles it in the body were speedily inflicted as a just 
punishment, the world indeed would not be so full of all kinds 
of wickedness, so contagious, and of such incurable malignity. 
But though in appearance it would be less vicious, yet in truth 
and reality not more virtuous. For such a kind of goodness, or 
rather not guiltiness of the outward sinful act, would proceed 
not from a divine principle, a free spirit of love to God and ho
liness, but from a low affection, mere servile fear of vengeance. 
And love to sin is consistent with such an abstinence fiom it. 
As a merchant that in a tempest is forced to cast his goods into 
the sea, not because he hates them, for he throws his heart after, 
but to escape drowning. Now that the real difference between 
the godly and the impious, the just and unjust, the sober and 
intemperate may appear, God affords to men such evidence of 
fiiture things that may satisfy an impartial considering person, 
and be a sure defence against temptations that infett and in-
chant the careless mind, and pervert the will, to make a foolish 
choice of things next the senses for happiness. Yet this ê -̂
dence is not so clear, but a corrupt heart may by a secret, but 
effectual influcHce, darken the understanding, and make it averse 
from the belief of unseen things, and strongly turn it from seri
ous pondering those terrible truths that control the carnal 
desires. 

(3.) How preposterous is this inference? Departed souls 
never return, therefore they have no existence, therefore we are 
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but a breath of wind that only so long remains in being, as it 
blows; a shadow that is only whilst it appears; let our hours 
then that are but few, be filled with pleasures ; let us enjoy the 
present, regardless of hereafter, that does not expect us. Phi
losophy worthy of brutes! But prudence will conclude if the 
condition of souls that go hence be immutable, and in that place 
where they arrive, they must be for ever, it should be our chief
est care to direct them well: if upon our entrance into the next 
world eternity shuts the door upon us, and the happiness and 
misery of it is not measured by time, but the one excludes all 
fear, the other all hope of change, it is netcssaiy to govern all 
our actions with a final respect to that state. This is to dis
course as a man according to the principles of right reason. 

2. If it be objected that it seems hard that a transient sin 
should be punished with eternal torments: a clear and just 
answer may be given. 

This conceit iu men proceeds from a superficial deceitfiil view 
of sin in the disguises of a temptation as it flatters the senses, 
without a sincere distinct reflection on its essential malignity. 
From hence they judge of their sins, as light spots, inevitable 
accidents, lapses that cannot be prevented by human frailty, 
errors excusable by common practice. Thus the subtility of 
Satan joined with the folly of men represents great sins as small, 
and small as none at all, to undervalue and extenuate some, and 
to give fiill license and warrant to others. And thus deceived, 
they are ready to think it disagreeing to the divine goodness to 
punish sin so severely as it is threatened. But did they with in
tent and feeling thoughts look through the pleasing surface into 
the intrinsic evil of sin, as it is rebelHon against God, and the 
progeny of a will corrupted by its own perverseness and per
nicious habits, they would be convinced, that God acts in a 
manner worthy of his nature, in the ordaining and inflicting eter
nal punishment on impenitent sinners. And it is observable that 
most dangerous effects follow by separating these two in the 
minds of men. For if they consider eternal death without re
spect to the merit of sin, they easily conceive of God as incom-
passionate, an enemy to his creature, that is pleased with its 
misery. And such fearful conceits, such black melancholy va
pours congeal the heart and stupify its active powers, and cause 
a desperate neglect of our duties, as if God would not accept our 

still Waters Revival Books - All Rights Reserved - www.PuritanDownloads.com 

http://www.PuritanDownloads.com


CHAP. X I I . T H E SOtTI. 89 

sincere endeavours to please him. But if on the other side, they 
regard their sins abstracted from the dreadful punishment that 
ensues, they form the notion of a deity soft and careless, little 
moved with their faults, easy and indulgent to pardon them. 
Thus, the sensual presumer becomes secure and incorrigible in 
his wickedness. But we must consider these two objects as most 
strictly joined; the judgment of God with respect to sin that 
always precedes it, and sin with respect to the punishment that 
follows it, in the infallible order of divine justice. And thus we 
shall conceive of God becoming his perfections; that he is gra
cious and merciful, and loves the work of his hands; but that 
he is holy and just, and hates sin infinitely more than men love 
it. These are the two principal ideas we should form of God, 
with respect to his moral government, and are mainly influential 
on his subject. For the correspondent affections in us to those 
attributes, are a reverend love of his goodness and tender appre
hension of his displeasure, the powerful motives to induce us to 
the practice of holiness, and avert us from sin. 

Now that the divine law is not hard in its sanction, forbidding 
upon the pain of eternal death, will appear by a due repre-

s.entation of the essential evil of sin. This is discovered by con
sidering. 

(1.) The glorious object agmnst whom it is committed. It is 
a rule universally acknowledged, that from the quality of the per
son offended, the measure and weight is taken of the offence. 
Now as the nature and perfections of God, so his dignity and 
majesty is infinite, and from hence the transcendent guilt of sin 
arises. The formalis ratio of sin is disobedience to the divine 
law, and the least breach of it, even a vain thought, an idle 
word, an unprofitable action, is in its proper nature a rebelhous 
contempt of the authority of the wise and holy Law-giver. Now 
that a poor worm should dare to rebel against the Lord of heaven 
and earth, and if it were possible dethrone him, what under
standing can conceive the vastness of its guilt? No finite suf
ferings in what degree soever are equal reparation for the offence. 
After the revolution of millions of years in a state of misery the 
sinner cannot plead for a release; because he has not made fiill 
payment for his fault, the rights of justice are not satisfied. 

If it be objected, that this will infer an equality between all 
*ans. 
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I answer. Though there is a great disparity in sins with re
spect to their immediate causes, circumstances, compHcated na
ture and quality, by which some have a more odious turpitude 
adhering to them, yet they all agree in the general nature of sin, 
relating to the law of God, and consequently in their order to 
eternal death. The least disobedience has as truly the fonnality 
of sin, as what is so in the supreme degree. This may be illus
trated by a comparison. As the parts of the world compared 
with one another, are of different elevation and greatness j the 
earth and water are in the lowest place, and but as a point to 
the celestial orbs, that are above the highest regions of the air; 
yet if we compare them with that infinite space that is without 
the circumference of the heavens, they are equally distant from 
the utmost extent of it, mid equally disproportioned to its im
mensity. For greater or less, higher or lower, are no approaches 
to what is infinite. Thus there are several degrees of malignity 
in sins, compared one with another, but as they are injurious to 
the infinite and incomprehensible majesty of God, there is the 
same kind of malignity, and so far an equality between them. 
Rebellion in the least instance, is as the sin of witchcraft, and 
stubbornness in the smallest matters, is as idolatry; that is, 
the least sin is as truly repugnant to the divine law, as those that 
in the highest manner are opposite to the truth and glory of the 
Deity. And from hence their proportion to punishment is not 
distinguished by temporal and eternal, but by stronger or remis
ser degrees of torment, by suffering the rods or scorpions of jus
tice in that endless duration. 

It is a vain excuse to say that God can receive no hurt by sin, 
as will appear in a case of infinitely a lower nature. The coun
terfeiting of the broad-seal does no hurt to the person of the 
king, but it is injurious to his honour and government, and the 
offender incurs the guilt of high-treason, and is punished accord
ingly. 

(2.) Consider man's relation to God as the creator and pre
server, who gives him life and innumerable benefits, who confers 
on him the most shining marks of his favour, and this unspeak
ably enhances the guilt of sin against God, by adding ingratitude 
to rebellion, the abuse of his goodness, to the ignominious affront 
of his majesty. The degrees of guilt arise in proportion to his 
duty and obligations. For man then to turn enemy against his 
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fatlier and sovereign, to deprave and pervert his gifts, to deface 
his image, to obscure his glory, justly provokes his extreme 
anger. If in the judgment of mankind some heinous offenders, 
as parricides, the assassinators of kings, the betrayers of their 
country, contract so great a guilt as exceeds the most exquisite 
torments that the criminal can endure, and no less than death, 
that for ever deprives of all that is valuable and pleasant in this 
natural life, is an equal punishment to it; what temporal suffer
ings can expiate sin against God ? For besides the transcendent 
excellence of his nature, infinitely raised above all other beings, 
there are united in him in an incomparable degree, all the rights 
that are inherent in our parents, princes, or country, for benefits 
received from them. And may he not then justly deprive un-
giacious rebels for ever of the comforts of his reviving presence ? 

(3.) The necessity of eternal recompences to excite a constant 
fear in men of offenduig God, makes the justice of them visible. 
For (as it has been proved before) whilst they are clothed with 
flesh and blood, the disposition inchning from within, and the 
temptation urging from vrithout, if the punishment of sin were 
not far more terrible than the pleasures of it are alluring, there 
would be no effectual restraint upon the riots of the carnal appe
tite. Now if civil justice, for the presei-vation of society, wisely 
decrees such penalties for offences as are requisite to maintain 
the honour of laws that are founded in equity, either by pre
venting, or by repairing the injury done to them ; is it not most 
righteous that the supreme Lord of the world should secure obe
dience to his most holy laws, by annexing such penalties as are 
necessary to induce a reverence of them in his subjects, and to 
execute the sentence in full severity upon presumptuous trans
gressors ? Without this the divine government would be dis
solved. 

(4.) Eternal life, and eternal death are set before men, to 
encourage them to obedience, and deter them from sin, so that 
none dies but for wilful impenitence. And can there be the least 
aspersion of unjust rigour cast on God's proceedings in judgment? 
If it be said, it is so contrary to the most inviolable inclinations 
of nature, that no man can choose his own destruction: to that 
a fiill answer may be given, it is true man cannot divest reason 
and sense so as to choose directly and intentionally eternal misery, 
but virtually and by consequence he does. For the deliberate 
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choice of sin as pleasant or profitable, though damnable in the 
issue, is by just interpretation a choosing of the punishment that 
attends it. And to make it clear, that sinners are in love with 
perishing, let us consider. 

1. The inestimable reward of obedience they refuse. It is a 
felicity worth as much as the enjoyment of God himself, and as 
durable as eternity. Now what is put in the balance against 
heaven? "Only this world that passes away with the lusts 
thereof." And it argues a violent propension in the will to car
nal things, when the little fleeting pleasures of sense (how empty, 
how vanishing!) outweigh in the competition the substantial 
everlasting blessedness of the spirit. And what a vile contempt 
is it of the perfections of God, that such base things, such trifling 
temptations should be chosen before him ? Were it not visibly 
true, reason would deny the possibility of it. It is as if the wife 
of a prince should prefer in her affections before him a diseased 
deformed slave. Or, as if one should choose the food of beasts, 
hay, acorns, or carrion, before the provisions of a royal table. 
This is no hyperbole, no exaggeration: but the reality, infinitely 
exceeds all figures. And is it not perfectly reasonable that sin
ners should inherit their own option ? 

2. This rejecting of eternal life by sinners, is peremptory 
against the best and often renewed means to uiduce them to ac
cept of it. They are allured by the sweetest mercies, urged by 
the strongest terrors, to forsake their beloved lusts and be happy. 
And " till the riches of goodness and forbearance are despised," 
they are not past hopes. For though the sentence of the law be 
decisive upon the first act of sin, yet it is not irrevocable but up
on impenitence in it. But when sin has such an absolute empire 
in the will, that no obligations, no invitations can prevail with it, 
it is manifest, that obstinacy is an ingredient in the refusal of 
heaven. And is it not most jiist that an obstinate aversation 
from God should be punished with an everlasting exclusion from 
his glory? This will clearly vindicate divine justice, and render 
sinners excuseless in the day of accounts. God will overcome 
when he judges, and every mouth be stopped. This wiW be a 
fiery addition to their misery, and feed the never-dying worm. 
For by reflecting upon what they have irrevocably lost, and what 
they must for ever suffer, and that by their own wretched choice, 
the awakened conscience turns the most cruel fiend against itself. 
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" In hell there is weeping and gnashing of teeth." Extreme 
misery, and extreme fury, despair and rage, are the true charac
ters of damnation. 

(5.) The defilement contracted by sins in the present life, 
cleaves to him that dies in his sins for ever. An habitual pravi-
ty possesses the soul, and expresses itself in direful blasphemies 
against the righteous Judge. And are not such polluted wretches 
for ever unworthy of the favour of God, and communion with 
him? Is it not most reasonable, the justice of God, should 
continue in its terrible effects, as long as the injustice of man re
mains invincible. JEqimn est, ut is qui nunquam desinit esse 
mains, mmquam desinat esse miser. 

CHAP. XIII . 

•̂ Yhat influence the doctrine of the future state should have upon our prac
tice. It must regulate our esteem of present things. And reconcile our 
alTtrctions to any coudition here, so far as it may be an advantage to pre
pare us for the better world. The chiefest care is due to the immortal 
part. The just value of time, and how it should be improved. It is the 
best wisdom to govern our whole course of life here, with regard to eter
nity that expects us, 

I W I L L now briefly show what influence this principle of natu
ral religion should have on our practice. It is not a matter of 
pure speculation, but infinitely concerns all. For whatever ine
quality there is between men with respect to temporal accidents 
in the present state, yet there is no difference with regard to 
things future. Their souls are equally immortal, and capable of 
the same blessedness, and liable to the same misery. It is most 
necessary therefore to reflect upon what so nearly touches us. 

If the eternal state hereafter were not an infallible truth, but 
only a probable opinion, and the arguments for and against it 
were so equal, that the understanding remained in suspence, yet 
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the importance is so vast, either to enjoy for ever the clear vision 
of God, or to be cast into an everlasting hell, that prudence re
quires all possible diligence in whatever is necessary, to obtain 
the one, and escape the other. But this doctrine is not merely 
within the terms of jM-obability, but is clear by irrefutable evi
dence. And if those profane miscreants who endeavour by frigid 
railleries to expose the serious care of salvation to scorn, and 
by trifling arguments would fain weaken their assent to this great 
truth, had not lost the human property of blushing, they would 
be covered with confusion, whilst they contradict not only what 
the wisest and best men have unanswerably proved, but what 
their very opposition confirms. For the doubting of the soul's 
immortality, is a strong argument that it is immortal. Because, 
only a spiritual being, and therefore not liable to dissolution and 
death, is capable of reflecting whether it shall continue for ever. 

It does not require subtilty of wit, or strength of reason to 
draw out the proper uses of this doctrine, as gold from the mines 
by digging into the bowels of the earth; but the consequences 
are clear and sensible to all that will duly consider things. If in 
the next world there are good things and evil things, great as the 
possessing or losing an infinite felicity, and lasting as eternity, 
and distant from us no farther than death is from life, that is, 
than a lighted candle fi-om being blown out that is exposed to all 
the winds, it is absolutely necessai-y to regulate ourselves in the 
present state by a continual respect to the fiiture. As the tra
vellers in the desart of Arabia (that is all sand, moveable by 
every blast, so that no visible path remains to prevent their wan
derings) observe the stars to direct them in their journey to the 
place they intend. "Thus we must look not to the things that 
are seen, but to the things that are not seen, eternal above, to 
conduct us safely through this material mutable world to fehci-
ty. More particularly, 

1. This should regulate our judgment of all temporal things. 
Worldly happiness is but a picture, that seen by sense, the false 
light of the present time has an alluring appearance, but if looked 
on by faith, the true light of eternity, it is discovered to be a dis
figured and unamiable confiision of spots. This unbinds the 
charm, and discovers the vanity and illusion of whatever is admi
rable in the eyes of flesh. Can any carry the least mark of ho
nour, one farthing of their treasures, any shadow of their beauty. 
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one drop of their pleasure with them to another world? As in 
the night all colours are the same, the crimson cannot be distin
guished from black, nor purple from green: when the light is 
withdrawn that gave them life, they cease to be visible, and are 
buried in the same indifferent obscurity. So in the state after 
death, the most remarkable differences of this world are no more. 
And is that worthy of our esteem that attends us for a little time, 
and leaves us for ever? Can that be our happiness that when 
we die and cease to be mortal, ceases to be ours ? If man did 
only live to die, and there were an absolute end of him, present 
things were more valuable in the quality of an earthly felicity, as 
being his all; but if he die and live in another world, and all 
that in the language of the earth (full of improprieties and mor
tal Solecisms) we call ours, must be left at the gates of death, 
the entrance of eternity, they cannot be the materials of our hap
piness. 

Seneea, contemplating the beauty and greatness of those orbs 
of light above, cast down his eyes to find out the earth hardly vi
sible at that distance, and breaks forth into a philosophical dis
dain : is it this to which the great designs and vast desires of men 
are confined ? Is it for this there is such disturbance of nations, 
wars, and shedding of blood? O folly, O fiiry of deceived men! 
to imagine great kingdoms in the compass of an atom, to raise 
armies to divide a point of earth with their swords! It is just as 
if the ants should conceive a field to be several kingdoms, and 
fiercely contend to enlarge their borders, and celebrate a triumph 
in gaining a foot of earth, as a new province to their empire. 
And from hence he excites men to ascend in their thoughts, and 
take an intellectual possession of the material heavens, as most 
worthy of their minds. * But the soul that raised by faith looks 
beyond the starry heavens, how much more justly is it filled with 
noble wonder at the divine and truly great things in the spiritual 
world, and looks down on the lower scene of things, and all that 
has the name of fehcity here, as sordid and vile? The foresight 
that within a little while this world shall be dissolved, and time 
shall be no more, makes it not seem to be in the eyes of a belie
ver that great thing, as it is represented to the rest of men. He 
looks upon those who shine in pomp, and flow in pleasure, and 

* SursuiB iogentia spatia io quorum possessionem animus admittitur. 
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think themselves happy, to be as a beggar in a dream, that 
thinks himself rieh in treasures: for present things are only co
loured with the appearance of felicity, and are as vanishing as 
the fictions of fancy. While carnal men will believe nothing but 
what they see, feel and enjoy by their senses, and embrace 
mere shadows as solid felicity, he considers them with compas
sion. For it is with them, as with one that in the rage of a fever, 
laughs, sings, triumphs. Tell him that he is not himself, he thinks 
you are mad for saying so. Tell him when his fiery spirits shall 
be wasted, and that heat of blood that makes him so lively and 
strong, shall decline and cool, he will be in extreme danger of 
death; he replies he was never in better health. But who envies 
him that happiness which he seems to enjoy? None but one 
that is a mad-man like him. Nay, a father, a brother, a friend 
look on him with a mourning eye and heart: for he is only hap
py in his ovm conceit, and that conceit proceeds from his dis
traction. Thus the power of truth is victorious in sober men, 
and does not suffer them to be cheated v/ith the false show of 
goods that respects the body. No credit is given to the appear
ance of sense, when reason discerns the deception, and judges 
otherwise. And thus the clear infallible light of faith directs the 
judgment of things present with respect to the eternal interest of 
the soul. This makes a believer prefer severe wisdom before the 
sweetest follies, unpleasing truth before all the dear deceits of 
sensual persons. 

In short, faith removes the thick curtain of sensible things, 
that intercepted tlie eye of the mind, and its first effect is to 
show the incomparable disproportion between what is present 
and what is fiiture: and this is as great as between the living of 
a few years, and an incorruptible state; between the wretched 
enjoyment of things that cannot satisfy the senses, and the en
joyment of an universal good that can fill all the desires of the 
soul; as between an inch of time and entire eternity; between 
nothing masked with a false appearance, and infinite felicity. 

2. The consideration of the soul's immortality should recon
cile our affection to all things that may befal us here, so far as 
they are preparatory for our well-being in the future state. The 
original principle from whence are derived all rules for practice, 
and of main influence upon our comforts is, that man is created 
for a supernatural happiness hereafter, and that present thinjis 
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are to be chosen or refused with respect to our obtaining of it. 
For the means, whatever they are in their absolute nature, yet 
considered as such in order to an end, are qualified and become 
either good or evil, as conducive to it, or unprofitable, and preju
dicial. A way that is thorny, or dirty, or steep, or stony, is good 
if it leads me to my country where I can only live happily. On 
the contrary, a plain flowery carpet way is bad, that leads me 
from it. Now since the present life conveys us to another, po
verty or riches, sickness or health, splendour of name or obscuri
ty, an high or a low condition become good or evil to us, and 
accordingly are eligible, as they prepare us for our last and blessed 
end, or divert us from it. If the clearness of this principle be ob
scured, we shall stumble every step, and wander from the way of life. 
But duly considered, it makes us judge of things as they are, not 
as they appear. This unravels the doubts of the entangled mind, 
corrects the mistakes of the erring eye, levels the greatest diffi
culties, clears all the objections against providence, and makes 
an afflicted state not only tolerable, but so far amiable as it pro
motes our supreme happiness. Let us consider the two worlds, 
the visible wherein we are, and the invisible, to which we are 
going, and impartially compare what is proper to the one and 
the other; the present and the future, the sensible and divine, 
the apparent and real, the transitory and perpetual happiness. 
And what reference these two worlds have to man, the one serves 
him only as a passage, the other is his ever-blessed country. 
Therefore whatever the present state has of sweet or bitter, what
ever is desired or feared, as it passes with tame, should little 
move us. Who is there, unless disordered in his mind, that 
when the sun is present in its fiill lustre before his eyes, rejoices 
to have, or is sorry that he has not a candle, that he may see 
more clearly ? And this life to eternity is not so much as a spark 
of light to the sun, and accordingly the prosperity or adversity of 
it should not transport us to an excess of joy or sorrow, but with 
an equal temper of mind, and calm affections, we should receive 
the dispensations of providence. 

3. How just is it that the soul should have the pre-eminence 
in all respects above the body. The one is the fading oflTspring 
of the earth, the other of an heavenly extraction, and incorrupti
ble nature. When * Pherecides the Assyrian first taught among 

* Quis nunc exlremus idiota, vel qusn abjecta mnliercula non credit animsp 
G 

still Waters Revival Books - All Rights Reserved - www.PuritanDownloads.com 

http://www.PuritanDownloads.com


9S T H E IMSIORTALITY OF CHAP. XII '^ , 

the Grecians the doctrine of the soul's immortality, his discourse 
so prevailed on Pythagoras of Samos, that it changed him from 
an Athleta into a philosopher. He that before wholly attended 
upon his body to make it excel in strength or agility, that he 
might contend victoriously in the olympic games, then made it 
his business to improve and advance his soul in knowledge and 
virtue. And if the glimmering appearances of this great truth 
were so powerful upon him, how nmch more should the clear and 
certain discoveries of it be operative to make us chiefly regard 
the interest of our immortal part. 

The state of nature requires, that reason should have the su
premacy in man, and sense shoidd obey: but if the lower part 
tyraimizes over the superior, and that which was so offensive to 
SolomoPj to see servants on horseback, and princes walking on 
foot, be verified in a more ignoble sense, it is the greatest dege
neracy and vilification of the human nature. Now the predomi
nant object discovers what is the nding faculty. If sensual 
things have the superior esteem and love, sense reigns. And 
what a contumely is it to m.an, when the understanding, that was 
made to contemplate objects of a spiritual sublime nature, i.i 
principally exercised for the acquiring of earthly things, and the 
affections that are capable of enjoying heavenly delights, run 
with a fiill stream in the channels of concupiscence. As if the 
reasonable soul were not for higher ends than to be the slave of 
the body, to he employed to digest the confused chaos of meats 
and drinks wherewith it is filled to give it a quicker perception 
of its pleasures, and keep it fiom corraption for a time. If sen
sual wretches could obtain what the unclean spirits desired of our 
Saviour, when dispossessed of the man in the gospel, they would 
request in their last hour when they are ready to be cast out of 
the body, permission to enter into the swine, and wallow in mire 
and filthiness. This is an indignity equally dishonourable and 
pernicious. As it was said of Caligula, Necservum meliorem,nec 
deterwrem dominum, while a subject none more obedient, but 
when advanced to the throne he became the reproach of the em
pire, and plague of the world: so while the body obeys the sane-

immortalitatem ? Quod apud Grsecos olim primus Pherecidcs Assyrias cum 
disputasset, Pythagoram Samium illius disputatiouis novitate permotum, ex 
Athleta in philosophum convertlt. Nunc vero qaod ait maro, Amomnm Ae-
syrium vulgo nascitur, Aug. Ep, ad. Vol. 
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tity and sovereignty of the mind, it is an useful instrument, but 
if it usurp the government, the spirit is depressed in the most 
ignominious captivity, and man becomes like the beasts that 
perish. Briefly, the common fountains of temptation are plea
sure and pain that afiiect the outward senses, and till the soul 
has an established dominion over the body, it is continually ex
posed to ruin by fleshly lusts that war against it. 

The proper business of man is to purify his spirit from all pol
lutions, to adorn it with all graces in order to its everlasting 
communion with the Father of spirits. And though in this state 
of union with flesh, he cannot be ahvays contemplative, nor ex
ercised in the highest and noblest work, but must relax his in
tense thoughts by refreshing intermissions, yet all that is allowed 
the body, must be only to make it more ready and disposed for 
the service of the mind. But alas ! the soul that should be in
comparably dearest to us, in respect of its preciousness and 
danger, is neglected, as the only despicable or safe thing be
longing to us. Of the twenty-four hours in the day, how much 
is wasted on the body, how little is given to the soul ? As if all 
the time were lost that is spent on it, when it is truly gained. 
Vr'hat an unequal division is this ? Can there be imagined a 
more hurtful and monstrous profuseness, and covetousness in the 
same persons ? If the body be shaken with diseases, what are 
they not willing- to do, or patiently to suffer, to recover lost 
health ? Long and rigorous diets to overcome some obstinate 
humours, potions distasteful to the palate, and painful to the 
stomach, .sweating-s, bleeding, the knife and the fire, to cut off 
the gangrened part, and sear the vessels, and many more sharp 
remedies it is counted prudence to suffer, to preserve the life of 
the body. And can that be preserved always ? No. All this is 
done not to escape, but to delay death for a time. If we are so 
solicitous that the r."crtal body may die a litt!-. later, shall we not 
be more diligent and careHil that the immortal suul may not die 
for ever ? 

4. This should make us set a just value upon time, and con
secrate it to those things that are preparatory for the future stale 
of blessedness. Indeed the present life, though spun out to the 
utmost date, how short and vain is it ? But as it is the price of 
eternity, and our well-being hereafter depends upon it, it iv 
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above all esteem precious. When * Popilius by Order of the 
Roman senate, required Antiochus to withdraw his army from 
the king of Egypt, and he desired time to deliberate upon it, the 
Roman drew a circle with his wand about him, and said. In 
Iwc stans delibera, give a present answer before you move out. 
Thus eternity, whose proper emblem is a circle, a figure without 
end, presents to us life and death, that after a short time expects 
all men, and here we must make our choice. And shall a mor
tal coldness possess us in an affair of such importance? We 
cannot so fast repair the ruins of the body, but that every day 
death makes nearer approaches, and takes away some spoils that 
cannot be recovered, and will shortly force the soul to leave its 
habitation; and shall we not secure a retreat for it in the sanc-
tuaiy of life and immortality ? 

Can any make a covenant with death ? Is it to be overcome 
by the strength of the young, or appeased by the tears and sup
plications of the old ? It is equally invincible and inexorable. 
The greenest age is ripe for dying; the fruit that does not fall 
is plucked and gathered. Every one is under the same sentence, 
and so far equally disposed to die. None can as.surc himself the 
continuance of a day, and shall we be desperately careless of our 
main concernment? Shall we waste this invaluable treasure in 
idleness, or actions worse than idleness ? Shall we spend it to 
purchase transient vanities ? The gaining the whole world is 
not worth the expence of this light of life. It was given us for 
more excellent ends, to work out our own salvation, to secure 
our everlasting interest. How should we redeem every hour, 
and live for heaven ? This is our chief and indispensible affair, 
and the neglect of it for a day, is of infinite hazard. Our sea
son is short, our omission iiTcparable. If we could clip the 
wings of time, and stop its flight, there might be some pretence 
for delay; but the sun drives on apace, we cannot bid it stand 
still one hour, f Our diligence in improving time should be 
equal to its sv/ift motion. We should speedily draw from it what 
is necessary, as from a rapid torrent that will quickly be dried up. 

It was a wise answer to one that asked why the J Lacedemo-
• Liv. 

+ Cam celeritale temporis iitendi velocitate cerlandiim : tanquam ex tor-
lente rapido, Dec semper, casuro cito banriendnm est. Senec. de brevit. vit. 

+ Pint. Apoth. 
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nians were so slow in passing capital judgments; why so many 
examinations tiken, so many defences permitted to the accused; 
and after conviction and sentence, such a space of time before 
execution ? The reason of it is, because an error in that case is 
incorrigible. They might kill the living, but could not revive the 
dead. Nov/, since affer death is inflicted on the guilty soul it is 
lost for ever, how should it stop men in the voluntary and pre
cipitate condemnation of themselves, by the wilful rejecting of 
the grace that is offered to them upon their present acceptance? 

To draw to an end ; it follows from what has been discoursed, 
that it is the most necessary and highest point of wisdom, to con
duct our hves with a respect to the tribunal above, that will pass 
a righteous and unchangeable sentence upon men for all the good 
and evil done here. The consequence is so manifest and palpa
ble that nothing but perfect madness can deny. If there be a 
spark of reason, a grain of faith, the mind must assent to it. 
For if prudence consist in the choice and use of means to pro
cure the good we want, and in preventing the evil we justly fear, 
certainly according as the good is more noble and difficult, or 
the evil more dangerous and destructive, the more eminent is the 
wisdom in obtaining our end. Now what is the chief good to 
which all our desires should turn, and our endeavours aspire ? 
What are crowns, sceptres, robes of state, splendour of jewels, 
treasures, or whatever the earth has in £my kind or degrees of 
good ? They are only the little entertainments of the body, the 
viler part of man : but the perfect and perpetual fiiiition of God, 
is the blessedness of the soul, and infinitely excels the other. 
And proportionably it is not the loss of temporal things that is 
the greatest evil, but the losing heaven and the immortal soul is 
above all degrees of valuation. Now it is strange to amazement, 
that those who profess to believe these things should live in a 
constant opposition to their belief. How vigorously do they pro
secute their secular designs? They build estates, and make 
provisions tanquam semper victuri, as if they were * eternal in
habitants here. But how remiss and cold are they in order to 
heaven, and to escape the wrath to come ? Libertines are uni
form and regular according to their principles ; they are infidels. 

* Omnia tanquam mortale stimelis: Omnia tanquam immnrtales concu-
pisctfis. Sen. de, brev, vit, 

G 3 

still Waters Revival Books - All Rights Reserved - www.PuritanDownloads.com 

http://www.PuritanDownloads.com


102 T H E IMMORTALITY OF CHAl' . X I I I , 

and live as infidels. There is no contradiction between their 
thoughts and actions. The remembrance of death rather in
flames than checks their appetites to sinful pleasures; as the 
sprinkling water does not quench the fire, but makes it more 
fierce. They know they shall continue here but a short time, 
and resolve to make the best of it for carnal puqioses. But in
finite numbers of those who in title are citizens of another world, 
and declare their belief of a future state, j'et are as careless to 
prepare for it, as if the great judgment, and the dreadful eter
nity that follows, were romantic fables. They are believers in 
their minds, and infidels in their lives. From whence comes this 
monstrous composition of two extremes, so contrary and diffi
cult to be united, as the sun and darkness, or fire, and water in 
their actual forms? For men to believe there is a heaven, and 
to be in love with the earth; to believe an everlasting hell shall 
be the reward of sin, and yet to go on in sin ? O the sottish 
folly of men! What enticing sorcery perverts them ? Is it be
cause temporal things are sensible, and present, and eternal 
things are spiritual and future ? But how graceless and irrational 
is this ? Has not the soul perceptive faculties as well as the 
body ? Are not its objects transcendently more excellent ? Is 
not its union with them more intimate and ravishing ? Must the 
sensual appetites be heard before reason, and the soul be unna
turally set below the respects of the body ? If the most splendid 
temptations of the flesh are but dross to the happiness of the 
spirit, is it not true wisdom to distinguish and despise them in 
the compaiison ? For this end God has placed us in the world, 
that with equal judgment we may balance things, and preferring 
the great and solid good before a vain appearance, our choice 
may be unconstrained, and his mercy take its rise to reward us. 
And how foolish is it to neglect eternal things because they are 
future ? Is it not a common complaint that life is short, that it 
flies away in a breath ? Aud if death be so near, can eternicy be 
so distant ? Besides, do men want an understanding to foresee 
things to come ? In their projects for this world, how quick-
sighted and provident are tliej', to discover all probable incon
veniences afar off, and lay the scene to avoid them ? And is 
reason only useful in the affairs of the Isody, aiid must sense, that 
cannot see an hands-breadth beyond the present, be the guide 
of the soul ? Well, though the most powerful reasons, the most 
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ardent exhortations, and stinging reprehensions cannot prevail 
with the sons of the earth now to be a])prehensive of the evils 
that threaten them, but they live in a blind manner regardless of 
the soul, yet in a little while extremities will compel them to 
open their eyes. When they are departing hence, with one foot 
upon the brink of time, and the other lifted up to enter eternity, 
how will they be astonished to see the distance between this 
world and the next, which seemed to them so wide, to be but 
one step ? The present life, that in their imaginations would 
never end, and the future, that would never begin, (so intent 
were they for the provisions of the one, and neglectful of the 
other) behold the one is gone, and the other come. Time is at 
their back with all its vanities, and eternity before their faces 
with its great realities. How are their thoughts and discourses 
changed in that terrible hour, that will decide their states for 
ever ? They did foolishly for themselves, but then speak wisely 
for the instruction of others. How piercing and quick are their 
apprehensions then of heaven and hell, which before were neg
lected as unworthy of regard, or only touched the surface of their 
souls ? What amazement, what dejection of spirit to find them
selves in a sad unpreparedness for their great account? The 
remembrance, that for the poor advantages of tiirie, they for
feited eternal glory, and ventured on eternal misery, cuts more 
sorely than the pangs of death. But suppose tliey harden their 
hearts to the last minute of life, and are more stupid than the 
beasts that tremble upon a precipice, at the sight of extreme 
danger, yet a minute after death (O the heavy change') when 
they shall feel themselves undone infinitely and irrecoverably, 
what fierce and violent workings will be in the mind ? What a 
storm of passions raised ? But when repentance will be with 
perfect sorrow, without the least profit. There are no returns to 
the possibiUty of mercy. 

I will conclude this discourse with a passage from the most 
iMirnble and excellent St. Austin. He bewails, in his confession, 
his long bondage under sin. His carnal lusts adhered as closely 
to him, as the ivy twines about the oak, that there can be no 
separation without eradicating it, and plucking the bark off the 
tree. He felt an inward continual combat between the flesh and 
spirit. He often shook the chain wherewith he had voluntarily 
bound himself, but had not the resolution to break it. And thus 
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for a time his judgment abhorred what his affections were in
clined to, and he was neither victorious nor vanquished. But 
when God was pleased by his omnipotent grace to set him at 
liberty, the last and most violent assault of the flesh, and that 
which made his conversion most difficult was this; his youthfiJ 
lusts presented themselves to his imagination, and as that im
pure mistress did with chaste Joseph * shook the garment of his 
flesh, and whispered. Will you renounce us ? Shall there be a 
divorce between you and your ancient loves for ever ? Shall not 
this or that desire of the senses be contented for ever ? And what 
was that for ever ? It only signified the short remainder of his 
time after thirty-three years, which was then his age. And this 
is the most effectual hinderance of the reclaiming of sinners still. 
They will not be induced to make an irrevocable, unreserved 
dedication of themselves to God, and firmly to resolve never to 
taste forbidden sweets more, but always abhor the relish of them. 
But if it be so hard and intolerable always to abstain from un-
lawflil pleasures, and much more to suffer pain in the short space, 
the moments of this life, that it seems an eternity to corrupt 
nature, what will it be in the true eternity to be deprived of all 
good, and tormented with all evils, despairing of release, or 
quenching one spark of that terrible fire ? " O that men were 
wdse, to consider their latter end," and the consequences of it, 
their mortality and immortality. 

* Succutiebant vestem meam carneam, & murmurabant dimittisne not ? 
& a momento isto non erimus tecum ultra iu aeternum ? & a momento isto non 
licebit tibi hoc & illud ultra in a;ternum i 
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PROVED 

By the Evidence of Reason, and Divine ReueJation. 
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CHAP. I. 

Religion is necessary for the honour of God and happiness of man: Among 
the variety of religions in the world, it is the highest point of wisdom to 
consider which is pleasing to God. God alone is to prescribe the way of 
his worship. He has revealed it. The truth of the christian religion is made 
evident by comparing it with all other religions. Gentilism convinced of 
falsity by its contradicting natural light in mistaking the object of wor
ship, and in the manner of it. The idolatry, the impure and frivolous rites, 
the cruel sacrifices of the heathens considered. Fhilosophv was ineffec
tual to redress those evils. Judaism considered. The ceremonial part of 
that religion contains nothing morally good. I t was of impossible perform
ance to all nations. I t was enjoined the Jews for special reasons. The 
carnal law was to expire at the coming of the Messiah, and give place to 
the christian religion, that is all life and spirit. The falseness and absur
dity of mahometism discovered by tbe quality of the author, and its na
ture; by the fraudulent and violent means whereby it was propagated ; by 
the quality of those who received it, ignorant barbarous nations ; by the 
quality of the reward it propounds, neither becoming God to bestow, nor 
man to desire. 

HAVING in some former discourses established and cleared 
the foundations of religion, I shall proceed to raise the super-
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Structure. That God is the maker of the world; that he ob
serves our moral actions, and will require an account of them in 
the fiiture state, and distribute etern.i.1 recompences accordingly, 
has been proved by such invincible evidence that reason cannot 
resist. It follows therefore that rehgion is necessary both for the 
honour of God, and in order to the happiness of man. For we 
cannot conceive, but that the wise Creator in making all things, 
designed his own glory, both in the manifestation of his own per
fections, and that they should be acknowledged aud reverenced, 
loved and praised by intelligent creatures. This is a natural du
ty, to which mankind with an unforced consent agrees. For, as 
honour in the general is the homage paid to conspicuous excel
lencies, and specially to beneficent virtues; so religion, that is the 
highest honour, is justly due to God the most sovereign being in 
all perfections, and our sovereign benefactor. And it is equally 
clear that the happiness of man depends on religion. For if God 
regard the actions of men, not to have a naked speculative know
ledge of them, but with an eye of providence and judgment; if 
he will accept and reward our services not as profitable to him, 
but as the just expressions of our love, thankfulness and obedi
ence to him, it is requisite our prime care should be to serve him. 
In this the greatest duty and supreme interest of men are invio
lably united: for what obligation can possibly be equal to that of 
pleasing our Maker and preserver? And what is comparable to 
the interest of eternity? From hence there is a general inclina
tion in men to worship the Deity, impressed from the author of 
nature; but the ways are diverse. Religion changes its shape in 
several countries, and the rites that are observed by some nations 
as sacred, are rejected by others as impious, or vain. Now, in 
this variety of religions, and every one contrary to the other, it is 
necessary to consider which is that special way of serving God 
that is only pleasing to him. If a traveller be distracted between 
several ways, he will inquire which leads to his journey's end, and 
not go on with uncertainty. And is it not infinitely reasonable 
to do that in the most important affair, which any person will 
do in the most ordinary? To be indifferent in a matter so 
deeply concerning us, is prodigious above all wonder. For if the 
means we use to obtain the favour of God, provoke his anger, 
our misery is remediless. But alas I no rashness is so common, 
as that of men's preferring one religion before another. 
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How many false religions are defended by whole nations with 
that zeal as if they were the most assured persons? When the 
foundations of their belief and adherence are so weak, that did 
they call reason to counsel, they must be convinced of their er
rors. They are led by vain respects to their progenitors from 
whom their religion is derived; and what they receive at first 
without discerning, they never distrust; as if the first instructions 
were always true. They resign up their judgment to their prin
ces : and if human authority were a sufficient motive in this case, 
then every religion will be saving in the countiy where it is 
established by law. Nay the christian religion, though shining 
wth an extraordinary lustre, which justifies it to every one that 
will but open his eyes to consider it, yet is as injudiciously and 
carelessly received, as the vainest religion in the world. Innu
merable are christians in title, without any solid conviction in 
their minds, or divine change in their hearts, the effects of its 
truth and goodness. They are disciples of Christ, as the Turks 
are of Mahomet, by the sole impression of example. 

In the discussing this matter I shall proceed upon such prin
ciples as are evident to the human understanding. It is a com
mon principle acknowledged by all men, ' That God alone is to 
prescribe that way and order of service wherein he will be ho
noured.' For this reason those who in any nation introduced a 
form of religion, always pretended to have divine direction for it. 
Now that God has signified his will to men in this most impor
tant matter, it is most reasonable to believe. The * philosopher 
observes that such is the providence of nature, that the most ne
cessary arts for the support of life are easily learnt of all. In the 
rudest ages men were skilful to cultivate the earth, to govern 
their flocks, to dress their provisions for food. But those arts 
that were only for delight, not absolutely useful; as music, paint
ing, perfuming, embroiderj', &c. required more study and skill, 
and therefore were more modern. And if the divine providence 
has such a tender care of man, as to make the knowledge of 
such things easy as are requisite for the temporal life, it is reason 
to believe he has not left him destitute of those means that are 
necessary for the obtaining eternal life. Now that the christian 
religion alone is true, will fully appear. 

• Arist. Metap. 
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I. By comparing it with other religions, that upon trial are 
convinced of open falsity, or that they are infinitely excelled by 
the christian in those things wherein they have any resemblance 
or degrees of tmth and goodness. 

II. By considering it directly, as to its intrinsic excellencies, 
and those external supernatural operations, that are the express 
characters of God's hand, which afford an infallible testimony of 
his approving it. 

Before the coming of Christ into the world there were two 
sorts of religions, Gentilism, and Judaism. The first is utterly 
excluded upon the account of its gross and palpable contrariety 
to the principles of sound reason. 

1. By a fimdamental error in the object of worship. Idola
try then spread through all the regions under both the hemis
pheres. Now it is evident by reason there is but one tme God, 
an infinite being, the maker and governor of all things, that has 
alone divine excellencies in himself, and a divine empire over us, 
and consequently is alone worthy of supreme honour. And what 
greater indignity can be offered to him, than the placing of idols 
in his throne ? He is a jealous God, sensible and severe; and will 
not suffer any partner in his worship. His honour is eminently 
concerned to vindicate his despised Deity. It is a pitiful shift to 
allege that they honoured their inferior gods with a lower and 
imperfect worship: for all divine worship is supreme, and to be 
given only to the supreme God. Besides, what more debases man 
than to consecrate the flower of his esteem and affections to uhwor-
thy objects, and many times to things wherein were no signs of 
life, much less any ray of divinity? It is evident therefore that 
the numerous sects of superstition were involved in the most 
wretched ignorance of God and themselves. And it is observa
ble, that no quarrels were raised amongst the heathens about the 
several gods they worshipped. For the devil, the irreconcilable 
enemy to God's glory and man's happiness, was pleased with 
their deadly errors. Let them adore the host of heaven or of the 
earth, it was alike to him: for they all diverted the minds of men 
fi-om the sole object of divine worship, the trae God. 

2. Gentilism was equally culpable in the manner of worship. 
Those who made gods to themselves, ordained their service ac
cording to their fancies. But the tme God that made man will 
be worshipped according to his own appointment. Now if we 
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consider that unintelligible variety of religions amongst the hea
thens, we shall have reason to conclude that there is no instance 
wherein the excess of man's native blindness and depravation is 
more astonishing, than in the ways he has devised for the serving 
of God. This will appear by taking a short general view of the 
ways of worship in practice among the most learned and polite 
heathens. 

The Grecians and Romans had more art and improvement 
than the rest, yet how firivolous and extravagant, nay how impi
ous were their solemn mysteries? * The Eleusinia sacra, the 
rites of Cybele, the Floralia, &c. were mixtures of folly and filthi-
ness. Their auguries by the flight of birds, their presages by in
specting the f entrails of beasts, and the smoke of the incense, 
were so fantastic, that if one had designed to invent things ridi
culous without the least show of reason, it had not been possible 
to exceed them. They were very curious about trifles, and care
less of real virtue: and what is more unworthy of God than to 
imagine that he is pleased with little senseless observances so
lemnly performed? They were afraid to soil themselves with 
imaginary pollutions, and insensible of the deepest defilements. 
Their most sacred mysteries were a covert for uncleanness, and 
under the mask of religion the basest villanies were disguised. J 
But 1 will riot rake in those sinks of filthiness. Now what is 
more impious than to imagine that God is pleased with the most 
sordid lusts, that cannot be named without violating modesty, 
nor thought of without defiling the mind with their infamous 
ideas? But it is no wonder that such pollutions were esteemed 
religious rites, for they attributed to their gods such actions as 
were most unworthy a virtuous man. The Poets were the chief 
doctors in their church. Their tales of the rapes, and incests, 
and secret armours of their reputed deities, were the rule of their 
faith. And what a pernicious influence this kind of belief had 
upon them, and how dishonourable it was to their gods, the wi-

* Tanta gentium in rebus frivolis plerunque religio est. Plin. 

t Magis ex alieno jecore sapiebant, quam ex sue. 

X M.a^\coylu 'AippoSirrjs opyia. 'AOTOV/SEO-OV, to '\epo(^vla, TO 

<Pu>i. Clem. Alex. Protrep. 
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ser sort then discovered. It was Cicero's just censure of Homer, 
that whereas he should have raised up earth to heaven, instructed 
men to live according to the purity of the gods, he forced down 
heaven to earth, and made the gods to hve like men in this 
region of impurity. It is the highest glory of man to be made 
the image of God in moral excellencies, ai>d it is the vilest con̂  
tumely to God to fashion him to be the image of man's vicious 
affections. 

Add further, that man was a sinner, and under the righteous 
displeasure of heaven, all were compelled to acknowledge by the 
stings of conscience. But what miserable work has been made 
from the ignorance and guilty fears of the heathens, to render 
the Deity propitious, is manifest in several instances, and espe
cially in their cmel sacrifices of men. This was their practice in 
extreme dangers, to purge their cities, and avert divine judg
ments. As if some eminent acts of sin had the virtue of expi
ation. In short, the design of religion is to procure the favour 
of God, and to sanctify man, both which arc necessary in order 
to his blessedness; but how insufficient Gentilism was for these 
great effects is manifest. Nay, on the contrary, such a prodi
gious mixture of folly and wickedness makes it sadly evident, 
that the variety of religions among the heathens, were but seve
ral ways of dishonouring God, and perishing for ever. It is fiir
ther to be observed, that the philosophers of greatest reputation, 
admired as oracles of more than human wdsdom, did not cure 
these destructive evils. They should have expressed an heroic 
magnanimity (to which they vainly pretended) in resisting the 
dreadfiil torrent of idolatry that overflowed the world. But they 
basely temporized with the vulgar heathen. It was their declared 
principle, that a wise man should follow the religion of his 
country, and conform in his external practice with established 
customs, if he reserved his mind free from philosophy. Thus 
they extinguished the most radiant beam of the Deity, and rob
bed him of his most glorious attribute, the unity of his essence. 
And by this we may judge how unfit they were to instruct and 
correct the degenerate world, and make it truly better, when 
they suffered religion, the fountain of all virtues, to be cormpted, 
and the worship of the only trae God, the prime and chief part 
of piety, to be given not only to inferior objects, but to evil 
spirits. Miserable physicians I Whose care was applied to re-
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dress some lesser evils that concerned societies, and neglected 
this mortal wound in the heart. It is a killing aggravation of 
their connivance and compliance with ignorant idolaters, that 
they held the " truth in unrighteousness; and when they knev/ 
God, they glorified him not as God, but changed the glory of 
his incorruptible nature, into an image made like to corruptible 
man, and birds, and four-footed beasts, and creeping things." 
This was the state of the pagan world till the gospel appeared, 
and directed the natural religious inclination of mankind into its 
proper chaimel to the only true God. 

2. The religion of the .lews is to be considered. This the 
christians acknowledge with them, was divine in its authority, 
doctrine, moral part, worship and promises. God himself was 
the author, and confirmed it by many illustrious miracles. It is 
delivered in the most ancient, authentic, and venerable wTitings 
in the world. It instructs us concemhig the nature of God, his 
works of creation and providence, and the judgment to come. 
It commands the love of God, and to serve him only, and the 
love of our neighbour as ourselves. The ceremonial part was a 
full conviction of the guilt of sin, a visible discovery of the rights 
of eternal justice, and a powerful means to humble men before 
the infinite and offended majesty of the Creator. It propounds 
temporal rewards, as the marks of God's favour suitable to the 
church then in its minority, but under that veil the most excel
lent and eternal rewards. This religion in its ceremonial exter
nal part was to continue till the coming of the Messiah, and 
then to be abohshed. To make this evident, I shall thus pro
ceed : 

(1.) That the ceremonial part contained nothing that was 
morally and unchangeably good, for then it had been obligatory 
to all nations, and from the beginning ; whereas it was prescribed 
only to the .lews, and after a long space of time, wherein many 
holy men, though ignorant of that part of the law, yet received 
a divine testimony that they pleased God. 

(2.) It was of impossible performance to all other nations; 
as appears by the precepts concerning sacrifices that were to be 
offered only in .lerusalem, and by the Levitical priests, and their 
solemn festivals so many times in the year. Now the worship of 
God being an essential duty of the reasonable creature, it is ab-
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surd to imagine that it necessarily consists in such things that 
cannot be done by all men. 

(3.) God himself often declared that the rituals of the law 
were of no price with him absolutely considered. Isa. 1. Psal. 50. 

(4.) They were enjoined the Jews for peculiar reasons, prin
cipally that by those imperfect rudiments they might be prepared 
for the times of reformation. God had drawn in the legal minis
tration, numberless images of the Messiah; their temple and 
highpriest, their ark and offerings, with all their ceremonial 
service did signally point at him. And this is an infallible evi
dence that a mind superior to Moses' designed all that work with 
a final respect to Christ, that the Jewish nation having the idea 
of him always present might not mistake him when he should 
appear. And that heavy yoke of ceremonies, with the spirit of 
servile fear that attended it, was to excite in them earnest long
ings after the Messiah, the desire of all nations, that with un
speakable joy they might receive him at his coming. 

Now that the legal institution should expire for the weakness 
and unprofitableness thereof, and a divine sacrifice be offered up 
of infinite value and virtue to reconcile God, and purify the con
sciences of men, was declared whilst the service of the temple 
was performed with the greatest pomp. Thus the Messiah spake 
by the mouth of David, " Sacrifice and offering thou dost not 
desire, my heart hast thou opened; burnt-offering and sin-offer
ing hast thou not required; then said I, lo I come; in the vo
lume of the book it is written of me; I delight to do thy will, 
O my God." Psal. 40. And the same inspired prophet declared 
when the Levitical priesthood was in the greatest splendour, that 
there was another order of the priesthood than that of Aaron, 
established in a more solemn manner and of everlasting efficacy: 
" The Lord hath sworn, and will not repent, thou art a priest 
for ever after the order of Melchisedec." Psal. 110. That this 
prophecy respected the Messiah, even the Pharisees could not 
deny, for when Jesus Christ asked them whose son Christ was to 
be? They answered, David's. And demanding again, why 
David called him Lord, in those words of the Psalmist, " The 
Lord said unto my Lord, sit thou at my right hand till I have 
made thine enemies thy foot-stool ?" Mat. 22. 42. They could 
answer nothing. Their silence was a clear acknowledgment that 
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the Messiah was the person there intended, Heb. 5. 5. The 
apostle also who wrote to the Jews, takes it for granted by the 
universal consent of that nation, that that psalm respected the 
Messiah, and proves it was accomplished in Jesus Christ, Be
sides, it was foretold by the prophet Jeremiah, that another co
venant should be made, wherein the real benefits of the pardon 
of sin, and true holiness that were typified by the legal purifica
tions and observances, should be conferred on God's people, 
" Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that 1 will make a new 
covenant with the house of Israel, different from that made vdth 
their fathers when they came out of the land of Egypt, 1 will put 
my law into their inward parts, and write it in their hearts, and 
vrill be their God and they shall be my people. And they shall 
no more teach every man his neighbour, and every man his bro
ther, saying, know the Lord; for they shall know me from the 
least of them to the greatest of them, saith the Lord : for 1 vrill 
forgive their iniquities, and I will remember their sin no more." 
In short, there are abundant declarations in the prophets, that 
the carnal religion of the Jews should expire, and a religion all 
spirit and life should succeed in its place, and be diffiised among 
all nations. This was to be introduced by the Messiah. Thus 
Moses foretold, " The Lord thy God shall raise up a prophet 
from among thy brethren like unto me, him ye shall hear." It 
was the singular prerogative of Moses above the rest of the pro
phets, that he was a lawgiver, and mediator of the covenant be
tween God and Israel, and accordingly the Messiah was to be a 
lawgiver and mediator of a new covenant. Now if the mosaic 
institutions were to remain after his coming, the parallel would 
not hold between them in those principal respects. Besides, 
it was prophesied that the Messiah should be a king sitting on 
the throne of David, and commanding the kings of the earth. 
By which it is evident that his laws must be of another nature 
than those of Moses, that were proper only to the church whilst 
confined to the Jewish pale, but not for the government of the 
world. And whereas the Jews object, that some of their rites 
were ordained to continue for ever. The answer is clear, that 
was only to distinguish them from some temporary injunctions, 
that were of force only while they were in the wilderness, or when 
they were inhabitants of Canaan, but were to be practised in all 
places, till by a new signification of the divine will they were for-
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bidden. And it is observable that in the Jewish law the term 
for ever, when applied either to a man's right, or to servitude, 
imports only a continuance to the jubilee : so that those rituals 
were to continue in their vigour during that entire period, and to 
be determined after the coming of the Messiah, the great jubilee 
of the world. And that Jesus Christ is the promised Messiah is 
most evident, in that his coming was exactly as he was designed, 
and was to be expected; that he had the power of working mi
racles to authorize him to change the externals of their worship 
and service. Briefly Judaism now is but the carcass of a dead 
religion, and the obstinate adherers to it, are become so sot-
tishly blind, as to believe the most prodigious fables as divine re
velations. Their Talmud so reverenced by them, contains into
lerable follies, nay blasphemies against God. It regulates his 
hours in the day. It relates that he spends three in studying the 
law, and three more in the instructing children that died in their 
minority, and that he employs three in taking the accounts of 
the world, and in the three last diverts himself with Leviathans, 
and that the night being come, (for they imagine that the sun 
sets in Paradise) he ascends a chariot drawn by the swiftest spi
rits, the Cherubims, and visits the eighteen thousand worlds he 
created. I shall not instance in any more of their extravagant 
tales, not to be defended by the pretence of solemn mysteries, 
and by strained allegories. This is sufficient to show that by the 
righteous judgment of God, for their rejecting the truth of the 
gospel they are given up to believe lies. 

Since the coming of Jesus Christ, Mahometanism has over
spread a great part of the barbarous world. But this carries in 
it such apparent and certain marks of falsity, that it can be no 
temptation to any person in whom there is but a spark of good 
sense. Whether we consider, 

(1.) The author from whom it was derived: a robber, one 
drenched in sensuality, and therefore utterly unqualified to be the 
revealer of the will of the holy God to men. 

(2.) The quality of its doctrines; some are ridiculous and ex
travagant above the vanity of a feverish dream : some are per
nicious, flattering both the lower appetites; the coneupiscible, 
by losing its natural restraints from exorbitant fleshly pleasures; 
the irascible, by commending the violent oppression of others 
for the advancement of religion. 
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(3.) The means by which it had its rise and was propagated : 
it sprang from imposture ; Mahomet erected an oracle in his own 
fancy, and pretended that the Holy Ghost descended there to 
give his inspirations. Thus he seduced at first: but having got a 
strong party, force succeeded deceit. The sword cut its way 
through many countries. And is it strange that the people so 
fiercely taught should follow the religion of the cruel conqueror ? 
Thus it was planted, thus it increased, and is still maintained by 
the same causes. 

(4.) The quality of those who received it. They were barba
rous nations, and absolutely forbid to make an inquiry into the 
matters of religion. And how easy is it to make an impression 
on the rude lump of the multitude ? What wonder is it that 
pleasant follies should usurp the belief of the ignorant vulgar ? 

(5.) It promises in the future life a paradise fit for swine, most 
unworthy the glorious rewarder God, and the excellence of man. 
This is so evident, that Avicen, a Saracen philosopher, and Ma
hometan in profession, speaks with abhorrence of those dreggy 
low delights, and on the contrary asserts, that the height of hap
piness is in the perfections of the soul united to God; and thus 
virtually condemns their faith, as repugnant to the dictates of 
clear religion. 

I. 2 
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CHAP. n. 

The christian religion directly considered. Previous considerations, that 
there was such a person as Jesos Christ who conversed in the world, and in
stituted that religion, is most credible from the uniform testimony of chris
tians in all ages. I t is equally certain the books containing the doctrine 
of Christ, are transmitted without material alteration. The proofs of the 
christian religioe, though not equal in clearness to sense or science, yet are 
sufficient to convince unprejudiced minds of its truth. The intrinsic ex
cellencies of the christian religion considered. The doctrines of the gos
pel illustrate natural truths concerning God, and reveal what is further 
necessary for his glory and man's happiness. The entire agreement be
tween them. The gospel discovers the misery of man in its causes and de
grees ; and the means of his recovery. I t represents a full and glorious 
image of God's perfections in the manner of our restoration. Therefore 
it is worthy of all acceptation. The christian religion sets before us a 
rule pure and perspicuous, in nothing superfluous or defective. The pro
mises of the gospel are worthy of God, and suitable to the wants and de
sires of men. They offer the pardon of sin upon the condition of repent
ance and faith. The supernatural assistance of the Holy Spirit. The sup
ply of our temporal wants, and support UBder afflictions. The reward of 
eternal life. 

I W I L L now consider the christian religion directly in itself. It 
has this noble prerogative above the rest, the more one searches 
into it, the more its divinity appears. Whereas other religions 
may please a sudden eye, but cannot endure a serious trial. Some 
things are to be premised. 

1. I shall suppose it as a principle above all doubt, there was 
such a person as Jesus Christ, who conversed in the world, con
signed the christian doctrine to the apostles, and by them it is 
conveyed to us in the New Testament. For in asserting it we 
have the uniform deposition of all that profess this religion, from 
its rise till the present age, and in all parts of the world. Though 
in other things of different opinions, yet they agree in this, that 
Jesus Christ was their founder. Now who can better know the 
Author of an institution ecclesiastical or secular, than those who 
were admitted into its beginning, and those who have succeeded 
in that order from age to age without interruption ? Besides, we 
have the consenting and constant testimony of Jews and hea
thens, the obstinate opposers of the christian religion, that its 
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name as well as original was derived from Christ. We may with 
more reason suspect, there were never such philosophers as Plato 
and Aristotle, or that the books which from their times by uni
versal persevering fame have been attributed to them, were made 
by others, and put forth under false titles, than to question what 
is so generally received concerning the author of the gospel. It 
is the perfection of folly and madness to oppose such evidence. 

2. It is equally certain that the books of the New Testament 
are transmitted to us in their original puritj', without any mate
rial alteration. For it is incredible that the societies of christians 
should neglect the preserving incorrupt and entire, those writings 
which they esteemed a most sacred treasure, on which they built 
their hopes of eternal blessedness. It cannot be supposed they 
would transmit them to their children, whose salvation must have 
been dearer to them than the world, otherwise than they received 
them. This were to charge them with the most supine careless
ness, and unnatural cruelty. Besides, the great number of co
pies dispersed through all places, and translated into many lan
guages, and read in all christian assemblies, make the attempt 
to falsify them in things of moment to be morally impossible. 
This will be more clear if we consider that among christians 
there have been so many persons wise and good, of excellent 
learning and virtue, and of diverse countries, that by their office 
were established the depositories of those present writings. And 
is there any colourable pretence to imagine, that they should suf
fer any notable alteration in them, nmch less conspire to make a 
change in any doctrines of faith or life therein delivered ? To 
give reputation and credit to a lie, entitling it to divine revela
tion, especially in matters of eternal consequence, is such a black 
crime that none can be presumed capable of, but one that has 
utterly lost his conscience. I shall not here urge, that the im
mortal providence of God is eminently interested in preserving 
the scriptures in sufficient purity. It were a vile imputation upon 
his wisdom and goodness to beheve that he would permit them to 
be undiscemibly corrupted in points important to his own glory, 
and man's salvation. Thus a snare would be laid without possi
bility of prevention, and the embracing error instead of truth 
would be innocent. But this argument though incomparably the 
best, supposes that the christian doctrine descended from heaven, 
the proofs of which are to be considered. 

H3 
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3. 1 will not insist on the proofs of all mysterious points of the 
christian faith singly considered, but propound the arguments 
that evince the truth of that religion, wherein they are expressly 
and clearly contained, and from thence conclude that it is most 
reasonable to believe them. As in besieging a town, the assail
ants do not attack every particular house, but vigorously press 
on to possess themselves of the citadel that commands the whole, 
and with that all the houses are conquered. That divine revela
tion is infallible, is an acknowledged principle by all men : for 
natural reason dictates that unerring wisdom and infinite good
ness are essential perfections of God ; so that he cannot be de
ceived, nor deceive those that trust in his word. 

4. The proofs of the truth of tiie christian religion are of a moral 
nature ; and though not of equal clearness with the testimonies 
of sense, or a mathematical demonstration, yet are so pregnant 
and convincing, that the considering dispassionate spirit fiilly ac
quiesces in them. A mathematical demonstration brings so strong 
a light that the mind cannot suspend its assent, but is presently 
overcome by the naked propounding of the object: and hence it 
is that in mathematical matters, there are neither infidels nor 
heretics. But the motives of faith are such, that although the 
object be most certain, yet the evidence is not so clear and irre
sistible, as that which flows from sense, or a demonstration. And 
it is the excellent observation of f| Grotius, God has wisely ap
pointed this way of persuading men of the truth of the gospel, that 
faith might be accepted as an act of obedience from the reasona
ble creature. For the arguments to induce belief, though of 
sufficient certainty, yet do not so constrain the mind to give its 
assent, but there is prudence and choice in it. Not that the will 
can make a direct impression upon the mind, that it should com
ply with its desire, and see what it does not see. It cannot make 
an obscure object to be clear to its perception, no more than it 
can change the colour of visible things, and make what appears 
green to the eye to seem red. But the mind enlightened by suf
ficient reasons that the christian religion is from God, represents 
it so to the will, and the will, if sincere and unbiassed by carnal 
afiections, commands the mind not to disguise the truth, to make 
it less credible, nor to palliate with specious colouis the pretences 

g De verit. Rel . Christ. 
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of infidelity. And thus the belief of it results from conviction 
and love. 

This moral evidence is as convincing as is requisite to make us 
stedfastly believe and obey the gospel. Moral arguments produce 
as satisfying certainty, though not so palpable as those dravni 
from sense. When there is a concurrence of reasons proper to 
the nature of things, and the strongest they are capable of, by 
their united light they dispel all doubts and fear of the contrary. 
For after the understanding has deliberately and impartially com
pared the motives and arguments in favour of the truth of a thing, 
and those that contradict it, and finds the most weighty moments 
of reason in one scale for it, and in the other nothing but air and 
emptiness, it concludes without hesitation or suspence that such 
a thing is real. And as it is impossible that a physical demon
stration concerning the existence of a thing should be deceitful, 
because the two parts of a contradiction, as of the being and not 
being of a thing, cannot be true : so there is as it were an equal 
repugnance, that a moral demonstration, formed upon the best 
arguments the matter will admit, should deceive the mind. It 
presents the object without a cloud, so that the understanding 
has an undoubted assurance of it. 

II. To proceed ; the intrinsic excellencies of the christian reli
gion will appear, by considering the doctrines, precepts, and pro
mises it contains, which are the essential parts of religion. And 
of them in general we may observe, 

1. Its doctrines. 
The gospel illustrates and establishes all the natural prin

ciples of truth and goodness that are common to mankind, the 
rule of moral actions : and reveals all supernatural things requi
site for the glory of God, and the supreme happiness of man, that 
rectified reason upon the discovery, must acknowledge it came 
from heaven, mid infallibly leads those who believe and obey it 
to heaven. 

There is such an entire agreement between all the parts 
of the christian religion for the accomplishing its great end, as 
affords a clear conviction it is no human invention, but from 
God. As the harmonious composition, the beautifiil order, and 
uniform preservation of the world, is a sensible demonstration 
that it proceeds from a most \vise, powerful and good cause. 

In particular, the doctrine of the gospel contains besides what 
H 4 
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may be known of God, and of man by natural light, two princi
pal points: an account of the corruption and misery of mankind 
in its first causes : and his redemption effectually accomplished 
by the Son of God, The discovery of both is equally necessary 
to man. The first makes him understand the depth of his guil
tiness, that he is incomparably more wretched than he feels him
self, clears the purity and justice of God in his dealings with 
man, and prepares him by the afflicted sense of his condition for 
mercy. And the knowledge of the divine Redeemer powerful to 
restore him, is as necessary in order to his duty and happiness. 
For without it he would be always tormented with the mournful 
remembrance of his lost fehcity, and hardened in despair. 

The christian religion gives a full account of the deprava
tion and misery of human nature in its first causes. The hea
thens felt an inseparable permanent discord in man between the 
upper faculties and the lower appetites, but were utterly igno
rant of the cause of it. Now the scripture reveals that man in 
the original frame of his nature was regular and holy, a piece of 
workmanship worthy the perfections of his Creator, but he abused 
his liberty to break the first command, which was given for the 
trial of his obedience. He yielded to the enticements of a fallen 
spirit, who was a liar, that he might be a murderer, and by his 
revolt from God lost his holiness, and made a forfeiture of all the 
privileges of his happy state. Thus the fountain was tainted; 
and " Who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean ? By the 
offence of one judgment came upon all to condemnation," Eve
ry man is now born a slave of sin, a tributary of death. From 
hence it follows, that the most deformed monsters in villany, the 
most fierce enemies of religion serve to confirm its truth, as well 
as the most eminent saints. These show the virtue of redemp
tion by the sanctity of their lives, the other the corruption of na
ture by their obstinate wickedness. 

The christian religion instructs us that God sent his own 
son into the world in the human nature, that he might offer up 
himself an expiatory sacrifice for the sins of men, to restore them 
to his favour. This is a mysterj' above the flight of any created 
understanding; yet it is so tempered and framed; there is such 
an uniformity of wisdom in all its parts, it presents such a fiill 
and glorious image of the Deity in all his perfections, that it cau
ses the highest admiration, and commands belief in those who 
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duly consider it. The whole economy becomes the majesty, the 
goodness, the holiness and justice of God. His supreme majesty 
appears in his pardoning the guilty for the sufferings of another. 
For this is an infallible proof that he is above law. And his hi-
conceivable mercy is the only principle and fountain of our par
don. For man was absolutely incapable to merit the favour, or 
to repair the honour of God, so injured by his inexcusable dis
obedience. Repeutance cannot produce such great effects. 
What merit can there be in the sorrowfiil sense and confession of 
that which deserves eternal death? Besides an extreme hatred 
of sin, an ardent love of holiness, serious resolutions to follow it 
whatever it costs, (which is the best part of repentance) was due 
to God before the commission of sin, therefore cannot be satis
faction; so that pure mercy is the cause of forgiveness. More
over, God to glorify his holiness in declaring his vehement and ir
reconcilable hatred to sin, and to preserve the rights of justice, 
was pleased to appoint an all-sufficient mediator, capable to offer 
himself an expiatory sacrifice for sin, and to give an infinite value 
to it. This was done by the incarnation of the Son of God. 
The flesh and blood he took of our humanity, was made divine 
by union with him, and offered on the cross was full payment for 
our offences. Thus justice and mercy triumph with equal glory, 
being equally victorious. For what is more honourable to justice 
than satisfaction equal to the offence ? And what can more com
mend mercy than the most free and undeserved bestowing the 
high price requisite for it? Thus the gospel affords to us a just 
and complete idea of the divine excellencies in the redemption of 
man. The design, manner, and the effect are most worthy of 
God. Where might such a contrivance of wisdom be framed but 
in the divine mind? Where could such an excess of compassion 
be found but in the heart of God? Thus it became God who is 
love, to magnify his love, to advance his dearest glory, and over
come our guilty disaffection to himself. For while terrible appre
hensions of the Deity possess the heart it is frozen with a stony 
rigour, which the hope of mercy only can dissolve. Thus it ap
pears that the * doctrine of the gospel is worthy of all accepta
tion.' 

2. Its precepts. The christian religion sets before us a rule of 
life pure and perspicuous, in nothing superfluous or defective, but 
comprehending the entire duty of man, this was necessary in or-
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der to his recoveiy. For in his fallen state the law of nature is 
active in some things, hut dormant in others. The best morals 
of the heathens are dashed with impure permission. " But the 
grace of God that bringeth salvation, teaches us that den}'ing un-
godhness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously 
and godly in this present world." It forbids all sin in all its de
grees, not only the consummation of it in the act, but the firist 
conception of it in the thoughts, and desires. Which argues that 
the lawgiver was more than a man, having an inspection into the 
heart, which is only visible to God, and only accountable to him. 
It teaches us to worship God the supreme and purest spirit with 
the highest esteem, and with purity of affections. It enjoins all 
relative duties to men in a most perfect manner. What things 
we would have others to do unto us, supposing ourselves in their 
circumstances, we are obliged to do them. This one law of 
Christ eminently contains all others that respect society. This 
is the primitive rule of commerce, and directs our carriage to
wards all persons with justice and equity, kindness and decency. 
The gospel also with respect to ourselves gives a perfect rule to 
make us holy and blessed. It teaches us the contempt of the 
world, the valuation of heaven, the restraint of corrupted sense, 
and the angeUcal exercise of our affections. In short, it com
mands the practice of all virtues, and that we should aspire to 
the most eminent degrees in them. But especially it enjoins hu
mility and love to God, the foundation and perfection of all vir
tues, of which the precepts of philosophy take little notice. Hu
mility, that is, a lively deep sense that nothing is properly ours 
but sin and misery, arises from the consideration of our absolute 
dependance upon God for our being, all the benefits we enjoy in 
nature or grace. From hence gratitude springs. It is most rea
sonable that our lives should be a continual expression of obedi
ence from a noble and free principle of love to God, and be de
signed for his honour, and that for all our advantages temporal 
and spiritual we should only glory in him. In this philosophers 
were very defective: * they considered man with respect to himself, 
or to other creatures without him, and accordingly the product of 

* Nnllam virtus aliam mercedem laborum periculoruniquedesidcrat,prxter 
bauc laudis & gloriae: quae quidem detracta, quid est quod in hoc tarn exiguo 
vita; curriculo, & tam brevi, tantis nos in laboribus exerceamus ? Cicer. 
per. Arch. 
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their precepts, was a certain moral honesty, to do nothing unbe
coming the reasonable nature, nor to break the civil peace. But 
they did not consider duly his relation to the Creator, in " whom 
he lives, moves, and has his being, from whom proceeds every 
good and perfect gift." And by neglecting him, all their glitter
ing actions were but a weak counterfeit, a dead resemblance of 
real virtue. In their most eminent public works the praise of 
men was their ultimate desig-n; and as some appear bold from 
fear, they were virtuous from vanity. If God be not the prin
ciple, the motive, and the end of what we do, there are wanting 
the essential ingredients of moral goodness. Now all these pre
cepts shine with their native light, and carry such evidence of 
their rectitude, that our obedience may come from an ingenuous 
filial spirit satisfied with the reasonableness of our heavenly fa
ther's commands, and not be servile, only performed to the abso
lute will of a master. And can there be a more convincing proof 
of the truth of the christian religion, of its divine descent, than the 
iniage of God's holiness so clearly impressed upon it? And fur
ther; these precepts are delivered with that plainness, and so pro
portioned to the capacity of all, and yet with that sovereign au
thority, that it is reasonable to believe that God himself speaks, 
and it becomes man to hear with reverence and submission. 
The gospel is without the ornaments of art, yet its sweet facility 
is tempered with that majesty, that it is a sensible character that 
di\'ine wisdom composed it. 

3. Its promises. The promises of the gospel are so worthy of 
God, and suitable to the wants and desires of men, that it is per
fectly reasonable to assent to their truth and goodness. This will 
appear by a particular consideration of them. 

The promise of pardon to penitent believers. And in this 
we are to consider the conditions, and the ground of its assu
rance to us. The conditions are repentance and faith. 

Repentance is a peculiar command and privilege of the 
gospel. The law considered in itself did not admit of it, nor give 
the least hope of pardon: for it supposes man in the integrity of 
nature, and accordingly directs him how to please God and pre
serve his love, but propounds no means of reconciliation after an 
offence. There are no seeds of grace to temper its rigour. But 
the gospel is the declaration of mercy to the guilty and miserable, 
upon such terms as God may be capable to give pardoDj and 
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man qualified to receive it. It is not more true that God is the 
judge of the world, and that all men shall appear before his tri-
buned, than that sin without repentance shedl not escape punish
ment. To forgive the unreformed sinner would stain his purest 
perfections, the inviolable beauty of his holiness, the incorruptible 
rectitude of his justice. Such lenity would have a pernicious in
fluence on the corrupt world, by encouraging men to sin without 
fear, and outrageously to break his laws in confidence of pardon. 
Therefore in the evangelical promise, repentance and remission of 
sins are inseparably joined. Repentance is a preparative in order 
to our receiving divine mercy, and a strong preservative against 
sin for time to come. The remembrance of those sorrows and 
fears, the anxieties and indignation against himself that sin cau
sed in a true penitent, will make him jealous for the future of his 
heart, and circumspect against all temptations that may betray 
him. As oue that has narrdwly escaped consuming by fire, 
retains the idea of his danger so deeply impressed on his mind, 
that upon any new occasion his ancient fears revive, and make 
him very watchful. Besides, the apprehension of just and eter
nal vengeance, makes the mercy of God so admirable, the sense 
of his tender compassion so sweet, that an humble beUever cannot 
forget or neglect it. The forgiveness of sin in this way is not 
only an engagement, but an infallible cause of fearing to ofiiend a 
God so great and good. 

And faith is a qualification as requisite for the obtaining 
pardon; that is, a cordial entire receiving Jesus Christ as he is 
presented to us in the gospel: to resign our minds to his doc
trines as our prophet, to have reliance on his sacrifice and media
tion as our priest; to yield universal cheerful and constant obedi
ence to him as our king. And how congruous is it that all who 
receive so invaluable a benefit as forgiveness of sin, should thus 
honour him who procures it? 

And the gospel affords the strongest assurance that God is 
most willing to pardon humble and contrite sinners. This is ne
cessary for the relief and ease of true penitents. For when the 
enlightened conscience reflects upon the number and enormity of 
its sins, the presumption in committing them, it is ready to be 
swallowed up vrith despair of recovering the lost favour of God. 
It cannot devise any means how to appease his incensed majesty, 
and satisfy violated justice: how a rebel should become his son ; 
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how one condemned to everlasting punishment, should be re
stored to the unfading inheritance of life. The case is most in
tricate and hopeless. Now the gospel propounds means of uni
versal sovereign efficacy to reconcile God to us; the most pre
cious blood of his Son offered up a sacrifice to expiate sin. This 
sprinkles all nations, and in all ages retains an undecaying vir
tue. This affords solid and everlasting comfort to all sensible 
returning sinners. 

The sending of the holy spirit of God to renew us accord
ing to his image, and to confirm us against temptations in this 
mortal life, is another promise of the gospel, and most requisite 
to make us capable to serve and enjoy him. A happy temper of 
nature, the precepts of philosophy, virtuous examples, the seve
rity of human laws, are not powerful to regenerate a man, and 
transform him into a new creature. They may restrain the ex
orbitances of carnal appetites, but caimot thoroughly change the 
mind and affections. Were there any vital spark within, any 
seed of holiness in man's corrupted nature, such assistance might 
cherish it; but he is dead to the truly spiritual life, though not 
to the merely moral, and no less than an omnipotent efficacy, 
can produce a new spring of life, a divine nature, the principle 
of wilhng obedience to God. And after conversion, while in the 
state of trial here, the best are subject to innumerable surprises 
by their own frailty, and exposed to new dangers every hour by 
temptations that foment and heighten the relics of sin in them, 
so that without supernatural assistance they would be quite dis
couraged and foiled by the enemies that war against the soul. 
Now in the gospel God has promised to give " the Holy Spirit 
to those that ask it:" in the most hazardous and difficult con
flicts, he assures those who ardently address themselves to him 
for help, " that his grace shall be sufficient for them." 

The gospel contains many gracious promises with re
spect to supplying the wants, and giving support and refreshment 
under the troubles of the present life. Temporal blessings are 
in the lowest rank of good things, and are promised as they 
should be desired subordinately to our chief good. " First seek 
the kingdom of heaven, and the righteousness thereof, and all 
other things shall be added," saith our Saviour. And to relieve 
us in the troubles of this mortal state, the gospel assures us of 
their blessed issue at the last. The main design of philosophy was 
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to reconcile the mind to every condition ; that nothing might he 
able to discompose its tranquillity. As some high mountains that 
ascend above the middle region, whilst clouds charged with 
thunder break upon the sides, and storms encompass it below, 
yet the top has a pure sun and calm air. Thus the philosophers 
pretended to raise man to that height of virtue, that the superior 
part the mind, should be serene and undisturbed, whatever was 
done to his lower part the body. But their principles were in
sufficient on which they built their persuasion. Some pretended 
that men were abused by words, and that was the cause of their 
misery. The loss of estate, of relations, of health, were not 
real evils, but only called so. Sottish wisdom ! As if things by 
the change of names would alter their qualities. Call them by 
what soft titles you please, still they are injurious and afflictive 
to our nature, and to persuade the contrary is to deprive us of 
sense. Others tell us that the evils we suffer are fatal, and to 
resist inevitable destiny is to no purpose. But this is to exas
perate instead of allaying our sorrows. This is to turn our fears 
into despair, to make an afflicted condition absolutely uncom
fortable. Others direct us to look abroad into the wretched 
world, and compound a medicine of the miseries of others for 
our own griefs. But this as it is vicious in its principle, so it 
affords no true relief. For that another suffers in the same or 
different manner does not lessen the evil that oppresses me. 
Nay if human affections are not extinguished, by a sorrowful in
fluence increases it. Others discourse of the vanity of riches,' 
pleasures, dignities, and life itself, to make us quietly to part 
with them. But this discourse, though true and usefiil, yet 
cannot afford contentment, unless to a Christian, whose hopes 
extend to a future state of blessedness. For how mean soever 
these things be, yet, if we know no better, they are our felicity. 
Some attribute to naked virtue a power sufficient to support a 
man under the heaviest troubles. This they affirmed to be the 
true philosophers' stone, that purifies and exalts the basest metals, 
turning them into fine gold; that enables a person not only to 
be content in every state, but to enjoy torments, and be pleased 
with the greatest disasters that befal him. * But they took so 

* Vereor, ne ille plura tribuit virtuti, quam natura patiatnr. Cic. lit. 
4. Acad. Quast, 
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high a strain, that human nature could not uphold. The in
difference and equality of mind they so much pretended to, was 
but an empty appearance. One might discover unquiet agita
tions under all that feigned insensibility, and true servitude under 
that imaginary sovereignty of their wise man. * Indeed without 
the stedfast belief of another life, the reflection upon unhappy 
virtue inflames the wounded spirit, and kindles in the breast 
murmurings against providence, so that it is so far from making 
the afflicted happy, that it is rather the seed of new misery for 
the unequal distributions here. The christian religion alone affords 
us solid and everlasting comfort. It does not disguise the na
ture of things, but allows " that present afflictions are not joy
ful but grievous." It doth not promise an exemption from 
misery: nay it foretels that besides the common troubles that 
rain upon mankind, there are some proper to sincere christians, 
to which they are exposed upon the account of their holy pro
fession. But " it assures them that all things shall work to
gether for the good of those that love God." As in mixed bodies, 
the divine power is admirable, in tempering the qualities of the 
fighting elements in such a manner, that what in itself is a des
tructive contrariety, becomes only a diversity, to preserve the 
compounded beings that result from them. Thus the wise and 
gracious providence of God makes all things, even the most ad
verse, to conspire for the final happiness of his faithfiil servants. 
" Their light afflictions that are but for a moment, work out for 
them a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory." This 
makes them to " possess their souls in patience, to rejoice in 
hope," and to be triumphant conquerors over the greatest out
ward troubles. Who can dispute felicity with that person who is 
upon certain grounds persuaded " that nothing shall separate 
him from the love of God ?" Nay that the worst evife he suffers 
promote his supreme happiness. For the afflictions that befal a 
christian upon the account of reUgion, render him more dear to 
God: and those that are the effects of his sins, if humbly sub
mitted to, and improved for holy ends, confirm his faith in the 

• Titus Imperator febrim nactus, cum lectica transferretur, suspexisse di-
citur dimotis plagulis caeUira, mnltumque conquestus Eripi sibi vitam imme 
rciiti, acq; eoim exiare ullum sunm factum paenitcodum, excepto duotaxat 
iiito. Sueton. 
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divine mercy. The gospel is that paradise wherein the tree of 
life is, whose leaves are for the healing the nations. 

The christian religion promises for the reward of obedience a 
blessedness most becoming the glorious goodness of God to be
stow, and the reasonable creature to desire ; that is, the perfec
tion and satisfaction of his most noble faculties, in the clear 
vision and fiill enjoyment of God himself in a perfect eternal 
state. The heathens wretchedly mistook in their opinions about 
the last end of man. There is a secret instinct in the human 
nature towards a felicity suitable to the more excellent and di
vine part, but stifled under darkness and concupiscence, that is 
become a second nature. Reason is misled by sense after the 
fickle appearances, the deceitfiil vanishing colours of good. And 
this is a certain indication that man is fallen fiom the degree of 
his original perfection. For if it had been never corrupted, he 
should enjoy with assurance true and complete happiness: if he 
had been always corrupted, there would be no ghmmering idea 
of an happiness above what this present world aflbrds, no incli
nation towards it. This is the spring of his misery and sin, that 
the spiritual eternal good is undiscemed, unregarded, whilst he 
seeks for happiness in numberless vanities. The philosophers 
themselves are extremely divided, and are mistaken in this main 
point. This was indeed the master-piece for which all their phi
losophy was designed, and their pretences to make this disco
very gave them reputation. From all parts some came to 
Athens, as the universal mart, to be fiimished with felicity. 
From hence spmng the variety of sects among them: by this 
livery they were distinguished. For philosophy being the mle of 
life, is specified by the end to which it leads. From hence arose 
their sharp contentions, every sect being concemed to defend 
their palladium. And as the wasps fly about with noise, and 
sting those who provoke them, and make combs like bees, but 
without wax or honey: thus the philosophers were fiill of glorious 
presumptions, were vehement against dissenters, and had the 
appearances of wisdom, but afforded no certain light to direct 
the mind, no heavenly motives to allure the will. They were 
not competent nor sincere searchers after tme happiness. For, 

1. The darkness wherein all men are bom, involved them, 
and without supernatural light could not be dispelled. 

2. They were ambitious of superiority; every great spirit was 
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desirous to raise a sect, to act the part of a king in tlie scene of 
fame. Now by propounding a new object as the blessedness of 
man, they had the reputation of sovereign masters. 
' 3. They drew a picture of happiness every one according to 

their different conceptions and desires. Epicurus set up the 
pleasure of sense, as the chief object. And that reason might 
be flexible to his inclinations, that his roses might have no 
prickles, to prevent any melancholy reflections after carnal en
joyments, he denied the divine providence, and the fiiture state. 
It is said by some in his favour, that he intended a calm and 
peaceful temper of mind, a felicity refined from the dregs of 
sensuality. For this they allege Epicurus himself depreciating 
carnal pleasures, and extolling virtue as the great composer of 
the soul. But in vain they wash this voluptuous swine : For, 

1. Those sentences of a more noble and generous strain, 
might, as flashes of lightning from a black cloud, break forth of 
his conscience in the midst of the darkness that covered it, yet 
sense might be his predominant principle. 

2. He was a crafty spirit, * and made use of some beautiful 
expressions to lessen the horror that his doctrine, nakedly pro
posed, would cause in sober persons. Sometimes he speaks with 
a grave air as a philosopher. That true happiness consists in the 
pleasures of the mind. At other times. That there is no solid 
happiness but what might be tasted and enjoyed by the senses. 
He was a politician, and would not scandalize the severe, nor 
alienate the dissolute from him. f Tully observes that the secrets 
of his school, the pernicious lessons of sensuality were not com
municated to all: but those who had intimate conversation with 
him, had a free indulgence for their lusts. 

Aristotle places happiness in all the perfections of the body and 
mind, with the confluence of all external things as necessai-y in
gredients of it. But this only respects man in the present state 
in the world : and were his opinion true, yet his description would 
cause desp£ur of obtaining that happiness. For how could any 
single person expect an entire union of all such perfections in 
himself as are not to be found in all men together ? 

• DulcesToluptates Epicurus interdum sic extennat, ut Curium loqui pa
tes, interdum ita laudat, ut quid prseterea sit bonum neget se pos'se suspicari, 
Cic. lib. 8. dejin. 

t Qusedam arcana apud se babuisse, neq; se permittere omi-.iliua. 

Still Waters Revival Books - All Rights Reserved - www.PuritanDownloads.com 

http://www.PuritanDownloads.com


130 T H E CHRISTIAN R E L I G I O N CHAP. I I . 

The Stoics asserted felicity to consist only in virtue. But 
this is contrary to reason and humanity. For the union of the 
physical good with the moral is requisite to give satisfaction to 
the faculties of man. 

Plato and his followers, in whom natural reason ascended as 
high as in any of the Gentiles, * had a glimpse of the true bless
edness of man, as consisting in his likeness to God and the en
joyment of him. But their knowledge was shadowed with much 
ignorance, their hopes mixed with doubtful fears. They had 
rather suspicious and wandering desires, than solid apprehensions 
and firm expectations of it. 

Briefly, no sparks struck out of human intellectuals were suf
ficient to give light or heat, to direct in the clear way, and to 
animate against the intervening difficulties that hinder men in 
the pursuit of blessedness. This was the state of the Pagan 
world, till " light and immortality were brought to light through 
the gospel." The quality of this Kfe is therein revealed; it is a 
pure and holy felicity consisting in the perpetual exercise of the 
most excellent actions the intelligent nature is capable of: that 
is, in the perfect knowledge, and love, and praises of God him
self. The subject of it is the entire man, for this end the body 
shall be raised from its dead sleep to an eternal life. The place 
is the highest heavens, framed by the divine power for the seat 
of his majesty, the kingdom of his love, wherein he will mani
fest himself to his favourites. And can there be a stronger at
tractive, a more noble inducement to make us holy? Secular 
rewards, as riches, and honours, and the like, are extrinsical to 
the nature of goodness ; and to do our duty with such low aims 
and expectations, is to be defective in the best part of it, the 
love of virtue for its inherent excellence. But the divine reward 
is the perfection of holiness, the glory of the soul; and the be
lief and regard of it has a powerful influence to make us truly 
good. The faith in this makes us victorious over all the charms 
and all the cruelties of the world. For what can possibly come 
into competition with a happiness infinite in its greatness and 
duration ? 

I will only add, that though heaven be so rich a jewel, that it 
needs no foil to set off its lustre, to those who are clear-sighted 

• Sympos. 
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to behold it; yet in a merciful compassion to man the gospel 
reveals what will be the recompence of wilful continued disobe
dience, an eternal hell, wherein the justice and power of God 
are terribly glorified. And what is more powerful to excite the 
sensual and secure, who despise the blessed hope, than the fear 
of an immortal death ? 

Now after this short delineation of the Christian religion, let 
reason judge whether it is the invention of men. The doctrine 
of it shines with so clear an evidence, the precepts are so pure, 
able to inspire us with true holiness, the promises aie so divine, 
that every one who does not wilfiilly shut his eyes, or turn them 
to other things, may discern its original to be from above ; that 
it comes from the fountain of wisdom, holiness and goodness. 
What are all the productions of the earth to this sacred present 
of heaven ? If there be any shadow of virtue in other religions, 
here the reality is in the highest perfection, and separate from 
all vicious mixtures. Christianity enjoins universal sincerity and 
purity of heart and life. It instructs man to appear what he is, 
by an humble acknowledgment of his sinful unworthiness, and to 
be what he appears, by an inward love and real practice of that 
religion of which he makes a public profession. It impresses a 
more noble character upon moral virtues, by enjoining them from 
a principle of love to God, and directing their performance to 
his glory, than philosophy did, that commanded them only as 
agreeable to human reason. What are all the most beautifiil 
excitations of philosophy to the high motives of the gospel ? To 
apply ourselves to the writings of the wisest heathens in order to 
our happiness, and to neglect the scriptures, is to be guilty of 
worse folly than the barbarous Indians at Mexico, * who though 
their woods abounded with v̂ax, the labour of the bees, yet only 
made use of brands, that afforded a little light with a great deal 
of smoke. Upon the most impartial inquiry, and exact search, 
reason will conclude, either there is no blessed end for which 
man was designed by his Maker, or the gospel only has revealed 
it, and the effectual means to obtain it. So that we must say 
with the zeal and affection of the apostles to Jesus Christ, " Lord, 
to whom shall we go? Thou hast the words of eternal hfe," 

• Pet. Mart. Hist. Ind. 
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CHAP. HI. 

The external proofs of the truth of the christian religion considered. Mira
cles are only performed by God. Why Christianity was confirmed by them: 
The number of Christ's miracles, the manner of his performing them, and 
their certainty, considered. The miracles done by Christ to confirm his 
doctrine, are an authentic testimony that God approved it. The pretence 
of libertines, that the heathen religion was confirmed by miracles, clearly 
disproved. The rational assurance that we have that the Apostles were 
sincere and certain of the miraculous things related by them of Jesug Christ. 
His resurrection attested by sufficient evidence. 

WE are next to consider those external proofs of the truth of 
Christianity, the works of God himself, that.seal our fiill assu
rance of it. 1 shall instance in two; miracles, and the accom
plishment of prophecies. 

1. A miracle is a supernatural work that requires an extraor
dinary divine power to effect it. For none can derogate from 
the universal laws of nature, prescribed from the beginning of 
things and time, but the Author of it. Indeed we do not ex
actly know the compass of that circle wherein the spirits of dark
ness exercise their power. They may by the application of na
tural means unknown to us, produce things that may astonish, 
or by lying wonders deceive men: but a true miracle is a work 
reserved to God, and possibly to no less than infinite power. 
Whether it be a first or second creation, the forming a new 
eye, or the giving a visive power to that that was naturally blind, 
it can only be done by his hand. If we respect omnipotency, 
there is the same facility; if the thing done, there is the same 
difficulty in the performance. If the devils had such a power, 
they might create a separate kingdom, and reign there. 

Now miraculous testimonies were given to confirm Christian
ity, that there might be a just correspondence between its doc
trines and their proofs. The mysteries of the gospel in their 
existence are above all natural power, and in their belief above 
the natural understanding. All that nature can do or know, 
does not make them credible. Therefore it was requisite those 
things should be confirmed by the divine power, that transcend 
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the comprehension of human reason. Besides, as the mysteries 
of the gospel are sublime, so the rewards are future; and that 
the Gentiles might not pretend that the preachers of the gospel 
feigned another world, and a heaven, and a hell, wherein the 
souls and bodies of men shall be glorified or tormented according 
to their actions in this life, supernatural evidence of the truth of 
those promises and threatenings was necessary. In short, herein 
the divine goodness appeared ; that as the true religion is neces
sary to the salvation of all men, so it was discernible by such 
signs as may convince all. For upon the sight of those divine 
works, the simplest people were led by the outward sense, to an 
inward firm faith in Jesus Christ. 

These things being premised, I will take a brief view of the 
miracles wTought by our Saviour to give faith to his doctrine. 

It is recorded of Moses who was a type of Christ, that after 
his familiar converse with God, as a man with his friend, de
scending from the mount, his face shone with such an excessive 
brightness, as it were by reflection from the face of God, that 
coming to the Israelites to deliver to them the divine laws, he 
was fain to cover it with a veil : yet some rays of that miraculous 
splendour were visible through that mysterious veil, to assure 
them it was Moses himself that directed and governed them ac 
cording to God's will. 

Thus when the Son of God came down from the heaven of 
heavens to instruct the world, he shadowed the light of the Deity 
with a veil of flesh ; yet he was not so absolutely concealed under 
his humanity, but that from time to time some beams of the di
vine nature appeared in works so proper to God, that the apostle 
says, " We saw his glory as the glory of the only begotten Son 
of God." In the representation of our Saviour's miracles by the 
evangelists, we may consider their number and variety, his man
ner of performing them, and the certainty of them. 

(I.) Their number and variety. He went about all Galilee 
healing all manner of sicknesses and diseases, even the most in
curable ; the blind, the deaf, the lame, the paralytic, the hydro
pic, the leprous, the lunatic were cured. He raised the dead, 
and cast out devils. Besides his miraculous feeding so many 
thousands, his commanding the enraged winds and seas to be 
still, and a great calm followed; his transfiguration before his 
disciples, when the beauty of heaven descended on his counte-
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nance to be there more beautiful, discovered the sensible pre
sence of the Deity in him. 

(2.) The manner of his performing them is very considerable. 
They were done in an instant, by absolute dominion over nature. 
Thus when he said to the leper, " I will, be thou clean," im
mediately his leprosy was cleansed. Thus when the faithiiil cen
turion addresed himself to him,—" only speak the word,and my 
servant shall be healed. He answered, be it done unto thee as 
thou believest; and his servant was healed," &c. both expres
sions of command and empire. And his words to the blind man, 
" Receive thy sight," had the same creating efficacy with those, 
" Let there be light, and there was light." Thus with authority 
he commanded the unclean spirits, even the most furious and 
obstinate, and they were expelled from their mansions wherein 
they had revelled a long time. Thus by the mere act of his vrill 
he reversed the order of nature. When the widow's son was 
borne to the grave, he only said, " Young man, I say unto thee 
arise ; and he that was dead sat up, and began to speak." Now 
in this respect, the power of miracles in Jesus Christ was tran
scendent above that that either Moses, or the prophets, or the 
apostles had. It was derived to them by favour and commission 
from an extrinsic superior principle, the omnipotence of God; 
but it was inherent in his person, the natural proper attribute of 
his Deity, and proved him to be the Son of God, the Lord of na
ture, visible in human flesh. In all places this blessed virtue 
proceeded from him. 

(3.) The certainty of his performing them was so great, that 
no shadow of suspicion could remain about it. Vitruvius the 
master of architects gives advice to those who built temples to 
yEsculapius, * or any other of the heathen deities that were invo-
cated to the sick, that they should choose such places as were 
open to the most favourable aspects and influence of the heavens, 
where there was a well̂ tempered soil, clear air, pure springs of 
water, that diseased persons coming from unhealthy places might 
obtain recovery; and what was the benefit of nature might be 

* Cnin enim ex pestileoti in salubrem locum corpora tegra translata foerit, 
& a fontibus, salobribus aquamm nsus sub ministrabuntur, celerius conTales-
cent. I ta efficietnr, ut ex natura Inci majores, auctasque cum dignitate di-
vinitas excipiat opiniones. Lib. I . cap. 2. 
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attributed to tbe divine virtue of .̂ seulapius. Tbus tbat idola
ter counselled for tbe honour of his false gods. But in this he 
judged aright, that the power of the Deity was believed and ho
noured by men proportionably to the cures that were received 
from him. How much more when done by an undoubted mira
cle ? Of this the people the numerous spectators were so convin
ced, that they said, ' When Christ cometh, the expected deli
verer, will he do more miracles than these which this man has 
done ?' The pharisees themselves could not deny the effects, but 
would not acknowledge the tme cause. Envy was more powerful 
in their breasts than the clearest evidence. Therefore to invali
date his authority, they ascribed some of his wonderful works to 
the prince of devils. But this pretence was so void of all reason, 
and full of impiety, that nothing but inveterate malice could sug
gest it. For would the devil destroy his own kingdom ? Is he 
such a lover of holiness as to authorize the most perfect master 
of it by a compliance with his will? Those proud spirits are ser
vile only in appearance, and when they suffer themselves to be 
commanded by men, it is always with design to establish and in
crease their own dominion. Therefore the most famous sorce
rers observe some rites by the devil's prescription, and in the 
using of them acknowledge his power. But our Saviour had a 
sovereign empire over them, and ejected them not only from the 
bodies, but from the souls of men, subduing by his holy doctrine 
the power of sin, wherein the kingdom of satan consists. From 
hence he argues, if I by the finger of God cast out devils, then 
is the kingdom of God come unto you. And hence it was, that 
he charges them with self-condemning obstinacy. For if the 
Gentiles were inexcusable for not acknowledging and honouring 
God, so clearly manifested in the works of nature, the Jews were 
as inexcusable, for rejecting Jesus Christ, so powerfully declared 
to be the Son of God by supernatural operations. 

Add further, that in his lowest state when he seemed to be ut
terly forsaken of God, yet then his innocency and the divinity of 
his person were miraculously testified : for at his death, even in
sensible nature, as if it had been capable of knowledge and affec
tion, was in the most astonishing disorder, as resenting the pas
sion of its Lord. * The sun was eclipsed in a time and place 

• That eclipse might be caused in some other extraordinary unknown 
manner. 
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against all possibility of nature. For the moon was then in op
position to it, and in its full, and in an instant passed a half circle 
of the heavens to interpose between the body of the sun and the 
earth, that the air at noon-day was darkened as at midnight. 
This compelled the Roman centurion to acknowledge that he 
" that suffered was the Son of God." And his resurrection firom 
the grave was a visible argument to confirm his doctrine; for 
that God would not exert his extraordinary power to confirm a 
false doctrine, in a matter of infinite moment, that so nearly con
cerns his own glory, and the salvation of men, there is sufficient 
assurance from his wisdom, truth and goodness. Was there ever 
any prince that would permit an usurper, in his own presence to 
make use of his royal seal, to authorize by commission his sub
jects to rebel against him ? And would God have suffered a de
ceiver to work miracles, and thereby obtain divine honour from 
men, the incommunicable right of the Deity ? Nay, it had not 
been a bare permission, but a positive act of God himself, it be
ing impossible that any other should do them. Or, would God 
who is the prime verity, work miracles to give credit to a lie, and 
violate the honour of his eternal, most perfect veracity ? Or, is 
it consistent with his infinite goodness, to make a delusion so 
strong, that the most sincere would be in great danger to be over
come by it ? Therefore the apostle urges it as an uncontrolable 
argument of our Saviour's divine mission; " Ye men of Israel 
hear these words; Jesus of Nazareth, a man approved of God 
among you, by miracles and wonders, and signs which God did 
by him in the midst of you, as you yourselves also know." These 
were proofs of the greatest vigour, to induce the world to believe 
that he came from God, to make known his counsel for the re
covery of lost undone mankind. 

It is said by libertines, that the heathens tell miraculous sto
ries to confirm their religion, that their heroes descended in a 
right line from some deity; and not to instance in many parti
culars, they boasted of Apollonius Tyanaeus as one that vied with 
Christ himself in wonderful works. But this objection is easily 
refiited : for if paganism had a miraculous power attending it, 
why did it not make use of it to discredit that power that autho
rized Christianity in the time it made fierce war against it ? If 
equal to it in divine power, and incomparably superior in human 
aids, how came it to pass that the weaker proved victorious, and 
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the stronger was put to flight ? It is evident therefore the pre
tended miracles of paganism, were works of the Devil, not to 
be compared with what was done by an almighty hand. 

If it be again objected, that the relation of the miracles as 
performed by Jesus Christ is from his disciples, who favoured his 
person and cause, and therefore may be justly suspected. I an
swer ; the vanity of the pretence is apparent: for if they had ar
tificially framed a narrative of extraordinary things as done by him 
in that time wherein they wrote, and in the view of many, how 
easy had it been to expose them to the just scorn and hatred of 
aU for their notorious falsehood, and infatuated impudence ? But 
they were never accused of this. Nay such was the number, 
clearness, and greatness of his miracles, that the uncontroled 
fame of them forced his enemies in after ages to acknowledge 
their truth. The Jews in their Talmud confess he did wonders, 
but give such a ridiculous account of the means by which they 
were done, as betrays the weakness of their reason, and the 
strength of their mahce against him. And his apostles, with 
their successors, in preaching the gospel, wrought miracles so 
frequently in the face of many nations, that those who were most 
obstinately averse from submitting to it, could not deny what 
was visible to thousands, and that miraculous power they always 
ascribed to the name of CHRIST. So thiat there is no colour 
for jealousy, as if his miracles recorded in the gospel were not 
true. 

But because the resurrection of Christ is the great principle 
upon which all christian hopes depend, I will show that we have 
all the rational assurance of it, that it is capable of. This beuig 
a matter of fact done many ages past, is to be proved by testi
mony. And first, it is worthy of observation that the providence 
of God is concerned to authorize this manner of proof that is 
absolutely necessary for the preserving human societies. It is of 
little importance, whether the truth of things be discovered in 
speculative sciences, or the appearance of it deceive the inquirer. 
It is lio wrong to the commonwealth, that an astronomer mis
takes in his dimensions of the magnitude of the sun; for his er
ror does not lessen its benign influences ; still it shines and cau
ses the spring and autumn. It is of little importance that a phi
losopher is deceived in his search after the principles of mixed 
bodies: for, notwithstanding his mistake, animals still live, and 
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move, and perform all the limctions suitable to their nature. But 
in judgments that respect matters of fact, if the truth cannot be 
known by testimonies, the civil felicity cannot long subsist. For 
the unjust distribution of rewards and punishments is necessarily 
ruinous to the being of the state. And is it credible the divine 
providence that reaches to the smallest parts of the world in such 
an admirable manner, should leave the conduct of human affairs, 
even of the greatest moment, to a deceitful light ? And that af
ter the most diligent search and caution has been used, the re
sult should be only wavering conjectures ? This imagination is 
extremely injurious to his vrisdom and goodness. 

In paiticular, if we consider the number and the quality of the 
witnesses of Christ's resurrection, and the circumstances of their 
testimony, we shall have so clear conviction of its truth as may 
induce us most firmly to believe it. 1 do not now speak of a di
vine faith, that supernatural light that makes us acquiesce in 
things because God has revealed them; but of a rational human 
faith, grounded on just and powerful motives, which is prepara
tory for the divine. 

1. The law admits two vritnesses as a competent number in 
causes of greatest moment. Of this there were many. The ap
proved integrity of a witness gives weight to his testimony : as 
on the contrary a known liar forfeits his credit so entirely, that 
he is not believed when he speaks true. When Demades the ora
tor addresed himself to the Athenians, ' I call all the gods and 
goddesses to witness the truth of what 1 shall say :' The Atheni
ans often abused by his impudent lies, presently interrupted him, 
* And we call all the gods and goddesses to witness we will not be
lieve you.' The bare word of an honest man in an important mat
ter, persuades more than the most exquisite oaths and far fetched 
imprecations, by which a liar would give credit to his imposture. 
Now we have strong proof of the integrity of the apostles. If an 
inflexible fidelity and constant truth were qualities so remarkable 
in the community of the primitive cliristians, that the pagan * 
judges themselves were constrained to acknowledge it, certainly 
they were found more eminently in those by whose doctrine and 
example they formed themselves. And as it is impossible to pos
sess this virtue (so strictly united to justice) in an excellent de-

• Pl in. in Epist, 
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gree, without having all the others; so it is evident they were 
adorned with all moral virtues. For their lives were ahove the 
least reproach and charge of their implacable enemies : so that 
they were fain to make express laws against their profession, to 
render them guilty in appearance. Besides, the circumstances 
of their testimony make it very valuable. 

1. It was not built on the report of others. Mere hear-say is 
very deceitful, and often like a contagion passes from ear to ear, 
and blasts the reputation of the innocent with easy and credulous 
persons. But a testimony from sight makes impression on the 
belief of wise considering men. Now we have undoubted assu
rance of Christ's resurrection from the clear and concurrent de
position of their senses: " What we heard, and what we have seen 
with our eyes, and what we have handled of the word of hfe," 
saith the apostle John. 

2. The uniformity of their testimony renders it convincing. 
If any material contradiction be between witnesses, it is an infal
lible mark of their forgery. But the apostles agreed not only in 
the substance, but in the particularity of the fact. In vain Por-
phity and Julian racked their wits to find some contrariety in 
their relations. An impartial inquirer must acknowledge all their 
objections to be mere cavils, and effects of malice. 

3. There were no motives to corrupt them. For the human 
will is naturally moved either by attraction of some good, or aver
sion from some evil. A fiction is not maintained for pure love of 
itself, but with respect to either of those objects whether real or 
in appearance. The Roman histories report that Julius Proculus 
solemnly swore that he saw Romulus ascend to heaven: but the 
motive of his imposture is visible; for it was to prevent a great 
disorder among the people. But it is very evident that nothing 
desirable in the world had the least influence upon the apostles. 
Nay on the contrary, whatever was terrible to nature, discqura-
ged them. They suffered all temporal evils, even death itself, 
for this testimony. And this last proof confirms all the others; 
they are called martyrs by way of excellency, who have sealed the 
tmth with their blood. Now what can be added to give us full 
and entire faith in their testimony? In great and difficult cases, 
suspected persons are put to torture for the discovery of tmth. 
The apostles were tried by the sharpest sufferings, yet declared 
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the resurrection of their divine master with unfalnting perseve
rance. What shadow of doubt can remain after such clear evi
dence of their sincerity? Let sober reason judge: whether the 
matter is capable of proof more strong and convincing? If it be 
said they were deceived with an illusion, either being distempered 
or in a dream; both the pretences are most absurd and incredi
ble. For the operations of the external senses may be infallibly 
discerned by their proper characters from those of the imagina
tions. Indeed, if the mind be in disorder, either from some more 
fixed and tenacious cause, or from sleep, the influences of reason 
are suspended, or only some faint rays appear, and are suddenly 
extinguished, so that it can make no true judgment of things. 
In this state, the imagination draws all the vigour of the soul to 
itself, and the phantasms are made so bright by the heat of the 
spirits in the brain, that those painted scenes seem to be as real 
as the substantial objects, we see, hear and touch. But sound 
reason can reflect upon itself, and extend its view to the opera
tions of all the other faculties, and observe the just and certain 
difference between chimaeras in the imagination, and things 
really existent. It comprehends distinctly and with assurance, 
that it is not disturbed, and that the internal and external senses 
are disposed for their regular operations. It considers that the 
pageants of fancy moving in a dream vanish in a moment upon 
waking. But real effects perceived by the senses in their fiill ex
ercise are more constant and durable. One may be wounded in 
a dream, yet feel not loss of blood or strength when he is awake. 
But the wounds received in a combat are sometimes rebellious 
against the most potent remedies. Now to apply this to the pre
sent subject. 

Is it in the least degree probable that a vain shadow in a 
dream should make an indelible impression on the memories of 
the apostles, and their waking thoughts should not discover the 
deceit? Nay that it should inspire them with invincible courage 
to assert that Christ was truly risen ? Or who can with the least 
colour of reason accuse the apostles of simplicity or any disorder 
of mind, when such an equal, uniform, and strong light shines in 
all their vnitings? Whereas the discourses of fools or distracted 
persons are unshaped abortions of the mind, beginnings without 
a regular progress, or if there be any coherence it is short, and 
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always attended with some notable extravagance. Besides, the 
constant order of their lives and actions was a certain proof of 
the composedness and wisdom of their minds. 

To sum up briefly what is convincing that the apostles were 
sincere and certain in their testimony. How could they be de
ceived when they saw him do miracles, or by his power did the 
like? Did they all dream in a night, that they saw him appear 
after his resurrection? What could impress on them such a 
strong belief of that, of which the senses were the proper judges ? 
Or could they conspire to invent such a falsehood, and so easily 
to be convinced, with the least rational hope that the world 
should believe them? How was it likely, considering the varia
ble humours of men, but that some of themselves either by vio
lent fears, or attractive hopes, should be prevailed on to discover 
the fiction, and leave their party? What could inspire them 
with such a false security, to despise the greatest dangers, and 
such a foolish presumption, to undertake the greatest difficulties? 
How could they expect to induce the world to believe in and wor
ship one ignominiously put to death? After such a convincing 
evidence, what can reason, nay suspicion object with any colour 
to weaken their testimony? The motives of credibility are so 
strong that we may be as truly satisfied of the reality of the things 
related by the apostles, as if we had been spectators of them our
selves. 

Still Waters Revival Books - All Rights Reserved - www.PuritanDownloads.com 

http://www.PuritanDownloads.com


142 T H E CHRISTIAN R E L I G I O N CHAP. IV* 

CHAP. IV. 

The accomplishment of prophecies concerning the Messiah, in Jesas of Naza
reth, is an unanswerable proof that he was sent from God to redeem the 
world. The circumstances of his birth, the actions of his life, his sufferings 
and death clearly foretold. The irreparable destruction of the state of the 
Jews was foretold as the just punishment for their rejecting of the Mes-
slab. That terrible event is a continual proof that Jesus Christ was what 
he declared himself to be, the Son of God. The converting of the Gentile 
world to the knowledge and service of the true God by the Messiah was 
foretold in the scriptures; and is visibly fulfilled. The accomplishment of 
this prophecy by the most unlikely means, against the strongest opposition, 
is manifestly the effect of divine power, and is sofiirient to convince tbe 
Jewish and heathen infidelity of the troth of Christianity, 

THE accomplishinent of prophecies concerning the Messiah, 
his coining into the world, the work he should do, his sufferings, 
and the consequences of them, afford undeniable proof that Je
sus of Nazareth came from God for our salvation. Prescience of 
things to come, and independent on the settled course and order 
of natural causes, is an incommunicable prerogative of God, His 
eye only can pierce the thick veil of fiiturity. He has an open 
unconfined prospect of all things that were, are, and shall be. 
Such perfection of knowledge transcends angelical minds. It is 
more easy for the devil by an adventurous imitation to counterfeit 
miracles, than to give a clear and distinct prediction of things to 
come that depend on free agents. From hence it was that he 
gave responsals ambiguously, to conceal his ignorance of fiiture 
events, and left those who consulted his oracles dubious and ho
vering in what sense to understand them, God alone could in
struct the prophets to foretel things at such a distance, especi
ally considering some of them are supernatural, and others con
tingent from the wavering of second causes. Now the several 
prophecies of Jesus Christ if united together, make such an en
tire description of him, that they seem rather historical narratives 
of what is past, than predictions of what was to come. Accord
ing to the prophecies, he was bom of a virgin, a branch of the 
almost extinguished family of David, bom in Bethlehem, ushered 
in by a foremnner, meek, lowly, just, and a worker of miracles. 
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Therefore when John the Baptist sent some of his disciples to 
inquire whether he was the Messiah that should come, our Sa
viour gave no direct answer in words, hut referred them to his 
works, that gave a full and real testimony concerning him, " Go 
tell John the things which ye do hear and see; the hhnd receive 
their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, 
the dead are raised up, and the poor have the gospel preached to 
them:" that comparing his miraculous operations for the reco
very of human hodies, with the prophecies, there heing a perfect 
agreement hetween them, and hoth undoubtedly from God, they 
might hy that clear and certain character acknowledge him to he 
the promised Messiah, It is an observation of St. Austin, * that 
the Son of God foreseeing the perverse interpretations that his 
enemies would make use of to darken the lustre of his miracles, 
accusing him as a solemn magician that wrought by the force of 
enchantment, that such a false persuasion might not prevail, 
sent the prophets before his coming into the world. From 
hence the saint argues to repress those impious calumnies: if by 
magical arts he did such wonders as to conciUate divine honour 
to him even since his death, was he a magician before he was 
bom? And did he know the succession of all things in his life 
before he Uved, that by an impossible miracle he predicted them 
to Moses, David, Isaiah, Daniel, and others? Having thus ar
gued, the smnt turns himself to those infidels, as Christ, to the 
" pharisees, looking round about on them with anger, being grie
ved for the hardness of their hearts," and said, O dead wretch, 
hear the prophets. 

But above all, his death and passion (the substance of the 
gospel) is most exquisitely drawn with the Hnps of his own blood. 
Daniel foretels the time; Dan. 9, 26. Zachary as if present at the 
execrable contract between Judas and the high-priests, tells us ex
actly the price of the treason, Zech. 11.12, and then as if transport
ed to Calvary, he saw his side opened with the spear, and notes it 
in these words, "they shall look on him whom they have pierced." 
David, as if he had stood at the foot of the cross in the hour of his 

* Praevidens dominos Jesus impios quosdam futuros, qui miracnlis ejus ca-
lomuientur, magicis artibus tribuendo, prophetas ante prsmisit. Nnmquid 
• i magus erat, & magicis artibus fecit, at coleretur & mortuas, magus erat an-
tequam natus 2 O bomo mortae & vermiscendo calumniose, prophetas audi, 
prophetas lege. Tract in Joan. 
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suffering, relates the manner of them in the person of our erucified 
Redeemer; Psal. 22. " they pierced my hands and my feet:" then 
the disjointing of his parts by the torture, " I may tell all my bones, 
they look and stare upon me:" his hanging naked on the cross, 
"they part my garments among them, and cast lots upon my 
vesture:" the bitter draught they offered him, they " gave me 
also gall for my meat, and in my thirst they gave me vinegar to 
drink:" the blasphemous derision of the the priests and people 
the spectators of his death, " all that see me, laugh me to scorn, 
they shoot out the lip, they shake the head, saying, he trusted in 
the Lord that he would deliver him; let him deliver him, seeing 
he delighted in him:" his words spoken in the height of his 
distress, " My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?" 
The prophet Isaiah represents the ignominy and torments of his 
passion, Isa. chap. 52. 53. " I gave my back to the smiters, and 
my cheeks to them that plucked off the hair; I hid not my face 
from shame and spitting:" and by the eyes of his mind saw him 
crucified between two thieves; " he was named with transgres
sors :" and as present at his most affectionate dying prayer for his 
enemies, "Father, forgive them, they know not what they do;" 
observe, " that he made intercession for transgressors." Thus as 
several painters that would draw divers copies from the same ex
cellent original, are intent to view its various aspects, some di
rectly, some on this and the other side: so the prophets, as if 
they had been the spectators of his cruel sufferings, copied from 
the life, every one that part that the holy spirit assigned to them. 
Now how was it possible, if not instructed by omniscience, that 
being so distant in time and place, and so long before the ac
complishment, they should concur in such an exact description 
of what should befal the Messiah? Men are not prophets by the 
light of reason: as nature is not subjected to their power to work 
miracles, neither is fiiturity open to their view, to compose an 
history of things to come. The death of Christ depended on 
several causes; men, devils, and God himself concurred for di
vers ends in the same event. The two prime conspirators against 
his life, Lucifer and Caiaphas, were moved both from reasons of 
state to secure their own. The devil to maintaui his cruel em
pire which for so many ages he had usurped in the world. For 
our Saviour having with authority cast out legions of his minis
tering spirits from those who were miserably possessed by them. 
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he was in fear of losing his power. Besides, he foresaw that if 
Christ were the Son of God, the killing of him would bring such 
a crimson guilt upon the Jews, that no less punishment than 
their rejection would follow: and so God should lose his peculiar 
people. Caiaphas excited the council to devote him as a sacra-
fice to preserve their nation from ruin: for their safety depending 
on their homage to the Romans, to prevent the jealousies that 
might arise by the fame of his mighty works, and by the people's 
attendance on him, that were fed by his miracles, they concluded 
on it as a necessary expedient, that Christ should die, and all sus
picions be removed with him. Thus men and devils were the instru
ments, but God appointed that great event. The storm fell from 
heaven upon him for our sins. It is therefore expressly said, "he 
was delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of 
God;" who over-ruled the train of disorders, the work of their 
cruel malice, for contrary ends than were designed for them : for 
the devils were cast out of their kingdom, the Jews deprived of 
their liberty, and the kingdom of Christ established for ever. 
Now who could read in the mind of God his free decrees ? Even 
the angels of light that always see his face cannot without a re
velation of them. None " but the spirit that searches the deep 
things of God," could make the discovery? And who could 
foresee that the Messiah so often promised to the Jews, so impa
tiently expected, and ardently desired, should be so fiercely re
jected by them ? That his death should be the effect of his own 
love, so of their hatred? None but God to whom all the periods 
of time are equally present, and who is more intimate with the 
counsels and passions of men than their own souls are, could 
predict it. He communicated some rays of his prescience to holy 
men, who foretold that obscurest contingency. From hence it 
follows that the clear testimonies of the prophets exactly fiilfilled 
in Jesus Christ, are an unanswerable demonstration that he was 
the expected deliverer to restore the world. 

2. The universal and irreparable destruction of the state of the 
Jews, foretold as the just punishment of their rejecting the Mes
siah, is another illustrious proof of the divinity of his person ind 
doctrine. 

To represent all the characters of that vengeance as they are 
set down by Josephus, an eye-witness and historian of it, would 
lengthen this discourse beyond the limits intended. It is suffici
ent to observe, K 

Still Waters Revival Books - All Rights Reserved - www.PuritanDownloads.com 

http://www.PuritanDownloads.com


146 T H E CHRISTIAN RELIGION" dBAV. I V . 

(1.) That all the severe scourges of God met in a direful con
junction against them. The most affrighting prodigies were his 
forerunners; a flaming sword brandished in the heavens, and 
monsters born on the earth: mid war, famine, pestilence and fire 
were his attendants. Those who escaped the sword, were con
sumed "by famine; and those who were preserved from cruel war 
and famine, were swept away by the pestilence, or devoured by 
the merciless flames. \Vherever they turned their eyes, death 
in terrible shapes appeared. 

(2.) All these judgments were inflicted at once upon them in 
the heaviest degrees. The sword never made a greater destruc
tion of men than in Jerusalem: here were rivers of blood, there 
mountains of carcasses. In some places nothing but silence and 
horror amongst the dead, in others the cries and groanings of the 
dying. Innumerable were massacred by the rage of sedition 
amongst themselves. And when the mild conqueror would have 
spared them, yet by an unparalleled fierceness they would rather 
perish in an obstinate resistance. The famine was so extreme, 
as compelled even tender mothers to eat the flesh of their mise
rable children. The fire consumed the city from one end to the 
other, without leaving any part entire. The temple, the sanc
tuary of religion, and image of heaven v«here God so long had 
dwelt, had been served and praised,, and rendered his oracles, 
was not exempted from the fiiry of the fire. 

(3.) Their calamity was extreme and irreparable. The first 
desolation by the Chaldeans, so compassionately recorded by Je
remiah, was not comparable in the degrees and continuance to 
this second by the Romans, of which CHRIST himself was the 
chief mourner, and made lamentation. Then they were trans
ported together, and not to a very rigorous nor perpetual servi
tude in Babylon. After seventy years they recovered their liber
ty, and were restored to their native land. But in the last, the 
captives were dispersed among divers people; a sad prognostic 
that they should never be joined again in one society. The ruinŝ  
of the nation were so great, that the pieces of it are scattered all 
over the world. Wherever a Jew is found, there is a stone of 
ruined Jerusalem never to be rebuilt. In short, that wretched 
nation is rent into innumerable parts, and exposed to the con
tempt and hatred of all. As the body of a traitor is quartered, 
and the parts hung up in several places of public view, to 
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signify the horror of his crimes in the severity of his punishment: 
God has taken away all the marks of his alliance with them. No 
distinction of their tribes remain, no observance of their legal ce
remonies, no priests, ho altars, no sacrifices, no prophets nor mi
racles; in short, there is no true worship among them, no God 
but angry and revenging their bloody impieties. And which is 
most worthy of consideration, the Romans that conquered them 
have lost their empire, and the nations which were subdued by 
their arms, have recovered their liberty: but the Jews after six
teen hundred years are still miserable. Now is not this judgment 
of God upon them a dreadfiil proof of the extremity of their 
wickedness in crucifying JESUS CHRIST, and that consequent
ly he was, as he declared himself to be, the Son of God, and that 
his office and doctrine were from heaven. Never before did the 
wrath of God break forth in such a fierce manner against a sinfiil 
nation. Therefore it is represented under the image of the final 
doom, when justice armed with flames " shall devour the ungod
ly," and the whole world become a theatre of terrors. And ne
ver was any other nation guilty of such an high provocation: for 
the Son of God descended but once among men to be personally 
crucified. The singularity of the punishment is a visible instruc
tive sign of their transcendent crime. Immediately upon their 
pronouncing the capital sentence against him on earth, their ut
ter ruin was pronounced in heaven. And the execution of the 
sentence was deferred no longer, but till the elect of that people 
were brought in, and by the preaching and excellent miracles of 
the apostles, the resurrection of Christ, and the truth of the gos
pel were confirmed, and thereby a beginning'and form given to the 
new christian church. Now they have written on their foreheads 
in very legible characters, the fatal curse which their fathers pro
nounced concerning Jesus Christ, " His blood be on us, and our 
children." When Moses with indignation for their idolatry, 
broke the tables of the law, God re-established them, but when 
for a greater guilt God himself broke them, there is no possible 
redintegration. 

If it be said, that it is not necessary to attribute this ruiu of 
the Jews to the particular vengeance of God, but only to the in-
StabiUty of human things, wherein such disastrous revolutions 
sometimes happen. 

I answer, that although divine justice was so visible in tiieir 
K 2 
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astonishing destruction, that * Titus himself refiised a triumphal 
crown after his complete victory, declaring that he was but the 
instrument of God's auger, who was the invisible emperor in that 
bloody eN;pedition; yet to force an acknowledgment of it from 
all that are not wilfully blind, it was foretold when the Jews 
were in peace, and their killing the Messiah specified, as the me
ritorious cause wherein that tetrible'effect was included: thus our 
Saviour in the parabfe of the husbandmen and vineyard, after 
they had put to death the master's son, he adds, " What shall 
therefore the lord of the vineyard do ? He will come and de
stroy the husbandmen, and give the vineyard to others." And 
Upon his drawing near to the city of "Jerusalem, he wept over 
it, saying, ,if thou hadst known, even thou, at least in this thy 
day, the things which belong unto thy peace, but now they are 
hid from thine eyes. For the days shall come upon thee, that 
thine enemies shall cast a trench about thee, and compass thee 
round, and keep thee in on every side, and shall lay thee even 
with the ground, and shall not leave in thee one stone upon ano
ther; because than knowest not the time of thy visitation." 
This was also foretold by Moses in all the terrible circumstances: 
" The Lord shall bring a nation against thee from far, from the 
end of the earth, as swift as the eagle flieth; a nation whose 
tongue thou shalt not understand; a nation of fierce countenance, 
which shall not regard the person of the old, nor show favour to 
the young: and he shall eat the fruit of thy cattle, and the fruit 
of thy land, until thou be destroyed; which also shall not leave 
thee either com, wine or oil, or the increase of thy kine, or 
flocks of thy sheep, until he have destroyed thee: and he shall 
besiege thee in all thy gates throughout all thy land, which the 
Lord thy God hath given thee, in the siege, and in the straitness 
wherewith thine enemies shall distress thee." Dent. 28. Such 
was the threatening, and the event was correspondent in all the 
degrees of misery. Which as it demonstrates the tmth of the 
prophecy, so it may instruct us how fearful a thing it is to fall 
into the hands of the living God. 

3. The converting of the Gentile world to the saving know
ledge of God by the Messiah was foretold in the scriptures. The 
beams of this glorious tmth were gradually dispensed to the Is¬

* Fhilost. Ti t . ApoU. l i b . 6. 

Still Waters Revival Books - All Rights Reserved - www.PuritanDownloads.com 

http://www.PuritanDownloads.com


< ; H A P . I V . P K O V E D B Y R E A S O N , 149 

raelites as their weak understandings could sustain it. When the 
covenant was made with Abraham, God declared in express 
terms, " In th)' seed shall all the nations of the world be blessed." 
That seed was the Messiah, not the people of the Jews descend
ed from Abraham: for they were so far from a universal blessing 
to the world, that on the contrary they vainly presumed that 
God for their sakes despised the rest of mankind. And indeed 
before the coming of Christ they were an inclosed garden, the 
peculiar people of God, and without the compass of Judea sin 
reigned absolutely and universally. Now that promise clearly 
signifies, that the favour and blessing of God that he conferred 
upon Abraham in making known to him his will, and promising 
to be his God, and of his posterity, should one day be extended 
to all nations, by calling them to his knowledge and service : to 
this agi'ces the prophecy of Jacob: " The sceptre shall not de
part from Judah, nor the lawgiver from between his feet, till Shilo 
come, and to him shall the gathering of the people be:" Gen, 
49, 10, that is, the Gentiles shall be converted from their idols 
to the true God by the Messiah, whom the Jews acknowledge to 
be signified by that title. And Moses introduces God as com
plaining of the idolatry and ingratitude of the Jews, and decla
ring, " They have moved me to jealousy with that which is not 
God, they have provoked me to anger with their vanities, and I 
will move them to jealousy with those which are not a people, 
and I will provoke them to anger with a foolish nation," Deut. 
32, 21. The external covenant between God and his people is 
represented by the union of marriage, to signify the duty they 
owe to God, the highest honour, the most ardent affections, and 
the benefits they receive from him. Therefore when tlie Jews 
gave divine adoration, the highest respects of religion, to idols, 
they provoked God to jealousy; and he threatens he would break 
his alliance with them, and give his heart and love to those which 
were not a people; and by the law of counter-passion they should 
be provoked to jealousy. It is very visible these expressions sig
nify the CEdling of the Gentiles, And David by the same inspi
ration, in many psalms celebrates the kingdom of the Messiah, 
In Psal, 22, he is introduced, speaking, " My praise shall be of 
thee in the great congregation; all the ends of the world shall 
remember, and turn unto the Lord; all the kindreds of the na
tions shall worship before thee," And in the 67. Psal, " God 
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be merciful to us, and bless us, and cause his face to shine upon 
us." Selah. " That thy way may be knô yn upon earth, and 
thy saving health among all nations. Let the people praise 
thee, O God, let all the people praise thee. The prophet Isaiah 
in his revelations clearly speaks of the great design of God to 
bring the Gentiles to his service. Thus in the second chapter it 
is prophesied; " And it shall come to pass in the last days, that 
the mountain of the Lord's house shall be established in the tops 
of the mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills. And 
many people shall go and say. Come ye, let us go up to the 
mountmn of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob, and 
he will teach us his ways, and we will walk in his paths: for 
out of Zion shall go forth the Lord, and the sword of the Lord 
out of Jerusalem." 

And among all the rest none is more clear and express than 
what is recorded in Isa, 49, There first the Messiah is repre
sented as declaring his commission from God to go ^ the people 
of Israel; " The Lord hath called me fi-om the womb, fi-om the 
bowels of my mother hath he made mention (rf my name, and 
he said unto me. Thou art my servant in whom I will be glori
fied," And after complains of the obstinacy of the ungrateful 
synagogue; " Then I said, I have laboured in vain, I have spent 
my strength for nought and in vain, yet surely my judgment is 
with the Lord, and my work with God," And immediately 
after it is added, " And now saith the Loi-d that formed me 
from the womb to be his ser\'ant, to bring Jacob again to him, 
though Israel be not gathered, yet shall I be glorious in the eyes 
of the Lord, and my God shall be my strength. And he said, it 
is a light thing that thou shouldest be my servant, to raise up 
the tribes of Jacob, and to restore the preserved of Israel; I will 
also give thee for a light to the Gentiles, that thou mayest be 
my salvation to the ends of the earth," This oracle is precise 
and fiill; for it speaks of the nations in opposition to the tribes 
of Israel, and directly foretels that the Jews would neglect the 
instructions of the Messiah, and that upon their infidelity God 
would by the Messiah give saving knowledge to all nations. 
And in the same sense he speaks in the 54th chapter : " Sing, 
O barren, thou that didst not bear; break forth into singing, 
and cry aloud thou that didst not travel with child: for more are 
the children of the desolate than of the married, saith the Lord." 
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Who is the desolate and barren, but the Gentiles withoKt God 
in the world, whilst the Jews were honoured and blessed in the 
mystical marriage with him ? And who are the children of the 
forsaken that should be far more numerous than those of the 
married, but the believers of the christian church, in opposition 
to the Jewish church ? And the other sKcceeding prophets con
cur in this prediction. Malachi the last speaks of it in such ex
press terms, as are capable to convince any that does not wil-
fm.j renounce the use of his eyes and understanding. After God 
is introduced rejecting the Jews and their temple service; " I 
have no pleasure in you, saith the Lord of hosts, neither will I 
accept an offering at your hands." He adds, to signify the call
ing of a new church, for " from the rising of the sun to the go
ing down of the same, my name shall be great among the Gen
tiles, and in every place incense shall be offered to my name, and 
a pure offering, for my name shall be great among the heatheî  
saith the Lord of hosts." Thus that great wonder was clearly 
foretold by the prophets, and as a work to be performed by the 
glorious power of God. And accordingly it is accomplished. 
For who but God could have inspired the apostles to undertake 
an enterprize so contrary to human prudence, being equally dan
gerous and impossible ? And who else could have made it suc-
cessfiil beyond all imagination ? When the pride of Pharaoh was 
humbled, and his strength broken by the most despicable crea
tures, even the magicians were compelled to acknowledge it to 
be the finger of God: but his arm was revealed when the spiri
tual Pharaoh with all his powers of darkness were overcome by 
such weak instruments. What fiirious winds from all parts of 
the world conspired to extinguish the first springing light of the 
gospel ? The heathen emperors destroyed innumerable persons, 
presuming to drown the memory of Christ in the blood of the 
christians. But such were the faith and love of believers'of all 
conditions to their crucified Redeemer, that with the same joy 
they ran to suffer the most terrible punishments, as if they had 
been to receive crowns. In vain the strongest combinations were 
made against the truth. For the knowledge of the only true 
God, and his incarnate Son Jesus Christ, overcame impiety with 
all its idols, and ignorance with all its numerous masters. 
What is become of ail the heathen deities, so honoured, so feared, 
so obstinately defended ? Where are their altars, their statutes, 
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their sacrilegious priests and sacrifices ? They are burled in the 
ruins of their own temples, in the darkness of eternal oblivion. 
Where are all the sects of philosophers, the Platonists, the Peri
patetics, the Stoics, the Epicureans, and the rest that filled 
Greece with their fame, and so many volumes with their fancies 
and error ? Like a torrent that rolls down with great noise from 
the top of a mountain ; so for a time the speculations of their 
lofty minds poured along in a flood of swelling frothy eloquence ; 
but now (and for how many ages since ?) the very channel is 
dried up wherein they ran, so that scarce any visible ruins re
main in Athens itself of the schools where they taught. The 
greatest among them, * Plato, adorned with the title of divine, 
could never see his commonwealth, framed by him wdth so much 
study, to be established in one city. Whereas if we consider the 
gospel of Christ, it is hard to determine whether the doctrine be 
more simple, or the apostles the first masters of it to outward 
appearance; yet without learning or human strength, in a short 
space they triumphed over the eloquence of the Greeks, f the 
power of the Romans, the rage of barbarous nations. They 
abrogated laws, changed customs, and renewed the face of the 
world. In this the prophetic parable was fulfilled, " The king
dom of heaven," that is, the dispensation of the gospel, " is 
like to a grain of mustard-seed;" one of the smallest grains, 
but of that spirit and quality that it suddenly springs up and 
spreads abroad. 

This happy and stupendous success of the disciples of Jesus 
Christ, considered in itself, is an unanswerable proof that the 
christian religion came from heaven. For it was only possible 
to the divine power. If is no wonder the religion of Mahomet 
extended and established its conquests in many countries: for 

* iv Tolg ypaftftoMnV ufsi^; 7JJV mXlTsiav, sVcu xcileXua-E, Chrys. 
de la. Paul. 4. 

f " O TOV sv 0= 0 XfguT7a)V iS(a)TT]f ri xsu •jrBvrjg KM oSaynJ^ Ss TO xegu 

Tlofi-evov HKs'irixyairyov, aXXa x a i (TxavlaKov ey^ov ^ov Kou oiaxs'ovrej 

Travrpujg, xai" u^svsic, xou" sdsv^ Kai xi'vSuvoi STTOAAJJAOI KM" vunj(iig, 

xai ro'lg hdaa-xaXoig XM ro'ig ita^iToug, xou 6 xareyyeAAoju-evoy, 
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that seducer persuaded the barharous people hy force of arms, 
they must he his disciples or slaves. And can the mind form a 
clear judgment, or the will make a free choice, when under a 
tyrannous necessity of compliance, or losing all the comforts of 
life ? Can violence and cruelty produce a rational faith ? That 
may force them to a counterfeit compUance, hut cannot make 
men sincerely helievc ; it is apt to hreed form without, and athe
ism within. Now that a persecuted religion should live and 
flourish in the midst of flames, is as truly admirable as if a little 
stream should pass through an arm of the ocean, retaining its 
freshness and purity in the midst of salt and turbid waters. That 
when the minds of men were prepossessed with inveterate opi
nions contrary to its supernatural mysteries, and their wills over
ruled by carnal affections utterly averse from its holy precepts, 
the world was captivated to the behef and obedience of it, is the 
most noble effect of omnipotence. For other miracles, though 
above the laws of nature, yet were on the lower order of creatures 
without life and sense; but this internal miracle was wrought on 
the minds and hearts of men. To raise the dead, to calm a 
storm, to suspend the force of fire, to change waters into blood, 
is not so glorious a work as the converting rebelhous souls to 
God, and making them a willing people to his holy laws. And 
if we further consider the prophecies so many ages before con-
ceniing it, and observe the harmony betwixt the works and word 
of God, there results a demonstration as clear and strong as is 
possible. The prediction and accomplishment are equally divine. 
The success justifies the truth of the prophecy, and the truth of 
the prophecy justifies the divinity of the christian religion. For 
by the apostles and their successors the heathens were turned 
from idols, to the service of one God the creator of the world: 
which was foretold by the prophets, not only as a thing that 
should arrive, but to be performed by the power of God. To 
ascribe then this glorious woi-k to human artifice, as if his pro
vidence had been prevented by others, from doing that that he 
promised should be done by his own power, is so directly con
trary to his wisdom and his truth, that common reason abhors 
the thoughts of it. Therefore the christian religion is divine, 
having God for its author. Thus the truth of the gospel is vic
torious over the Jewish, or the profane infidel. 

It may be argued against the Jews, that their God foretold his 
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Messiah should convert the nations. No other but one autho
rized from above could do it. Jesus Christ has done it, there
fore he is the Messiah, And consequently they are either blind 
with prejudice, or maliciously deny the known tmth. To pro
fane infidels it may be urged, none but the divine providence 
could foretel so great and marvellous a change of the world, none 
but the di'V'ine power could effect it, therefore it was the tme 
God that made the project and event so exactly to correspond in 
all things. 

Add further, that by comparing the prophecies of Christ and 
his kingdom with their accomplishment, the two sorts of enemies 
against the gospel, are made useful to convince one another. 
The Pagans by the Jews, that these things were foretold, the 
Jews by the Pagans, that these things were fiilfiUed. * St. Aus
tin relates that the heathens seeing the exact agreement between 
the prophecies in the Old Testament so clear in words, and their 
accomplishment in the New so clear in the effects, had nothing 
to reply, but that they were written after the things were done, 
and feigned to be predictions of ancient date, f As Virgil weaving 
fables of Mneas, feigned him to be in the Elisian fields, and to 
receive from Anchises a prediction of his descendants in a long 
succession and order of men and times ; which was the story of 
what was actually passed when he wrote it. In answer to this 
pretence, he breaks out with wonder and joy, O gloria regis 
nostri! the cause is gmned, and the victory of tmth could not 
be more glorious. For whereas the many nations in Europe, 
Asia, Africa, subdued by the arms of the Romans, were com
pelled to observe the rites of their religion: the Jews only were 
permitted to enjoy their sacred books, and their own worship, 
and were dispersed into all countries. And thus by tne admira
ble counsel of God, they give credit to the gospel among the 
Gentiles. For if we consider the reverence they bore to the 
writings of the prophets, that with the greatest care they have 

* Aliquaado Pagani faciunt nobis bnjusmodi quaestionem, cam -videiit quae 
Bcripta sunt sic impleri, ut ncgari omnino non possint. Audent, nt dicant 
videstis ita fieri, & tanquam pra;dicta sint, conscripsistis. Serm. 6T. Di -
mrs. 

+ Sparsi sunt ubique Judsei, portantes codices, quibus Christus prsedica-
tur. Si enim in uno loco essent terrarum, non adjuvarent testimonio prse-
dicationem Evangelii quae fructificat toto orbe terrarum. Serm. 6T. Viv. 
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preserved them as the most precious inheritance left by their 
fathers, and their mortal hatred of Jesus Christ and his gospel, 
that willingly they would spend their hJood to deface the memo
rials of it, it is an invincible argument that the predictions con
cerning the state of the christian church recorded in their scrip
tures, are sincerely delivered, and of divine authority. This 
their malice is an advantage to the faith of the gospel, and by 
constraint they are the great confirmers of it. This is sufficient 
to reduce the heathens to silence and confusion. And the Pagan 
being convinced by the books of the Jews, * the Jew may be 
convinced by the testimony of the Pagans: for if the records so 
jealously kept by that nation were from divine inspiration, if they 
contain ancient prophecies which the heathens see verified in the 
gospel and the christian church, why do not the Jews acknow
ledge Jesus Christ to be the promised Messiah ? If the veil 
were not taken from Moses' face, and laid on their hearts, they 
must clearly see that the " light of the Gentiles is the glory of 
Israel." It is equally unreasonable to doubt with the atheist 
that the Messiah was ever promised, or to believe with the Jews 
he is yet to come. 

* Ambus inde convinco: Judteum, quia id prophetatum, & impletum ego 
coguovi: Paganum, quia ego hac non contici. 
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CHAP. V. 

The testimony produced by St. John for the proof of Christianity, briefly 
considered. The witness from heaven, the Father, Word and Spirit; the 
witnesses on earth, the Spirit, Water and Blood, conspire in declaring 
J E S U S C H R I S T to be the Son of God, and Saviour of men. An answer 
to objections against the doctrines of the Trinity, the divine incarnation, 
and the mean state and sufferings of the Son of God in the world. The 
conclusion. The gospel so proved, deserves our firmest assent and adhe
rence to its doctrines. Carnal or spiritual lusts hinder the belief of it. 
I t sets before us the most powerful motives to love God, We are obliged 
by the strongest reasons to obey its precepts. 

THE sum of all that has been said, is comprised in the testi
mony that St, John produces to prove that Jesus Christ is the 
Son of God, and the Redeemer of the world," This I will 
briefly open: " There are three that bear record in heaven, the 
Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost, and these three are one. 
And there are three that bear witness in earth, the spirit, and 
the water, and the blood, and these three agree in one," All 
the divinity gave testimony of this important truth. The Father 
not only by the miracles wrought by his power to confirm the 
mission of Christ, but (which is here principally intended) by a 
voice from heaven: first at his baptism, " This is my well-be
loved Son, in whom 1 am well pleased," And at his transfigu
ration before some of his disciples, a shining cloud, the sign of 
the divine presence, encompassed them, and a voice came forth 
of the cloud, " This is my well-beloved Son, hear him," Upon 
this glorious voice they were struck with such an impression of 
fear that they fell On their faces. And when our Saviour near 
his passion prayed, " Father, glorify thy name, a voice came 
from heaven, 1 have glorified it, and will glorify it," Now 
can there remain any doubt after such an high attestation fi-om 
the most sovereign authority ? 

The Son also, besides the perfect holiness of his life, the ex
quisite wisdom of his doctrine, the wonders of his works, his 
resurrection from the dead, that were authentic proofs of his ce
lestial person and calling, after his ascension gloriously appeared 
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from heaven in divers visions to the preachers of his gospel. 
To Saul in his journey to Damascus, calling to him, " Saul, 
Saul, why persecutest thou me ? It is hard for thee to kick 
against the pricks." This is an unexceptionable testimony that 
he is the Son of God, being risen from the dead, and returned 
to heaven from whence he thus discovered himself. Now that 
this was real and no fantastic illusion is evident by the marvel
lous effects of it. Tliose who were companions in the journey 
were seized with great terror, and himself struck hhnd by the 
overpowering splendour of the apparition. But especially the 
effects of it upon his soul are convincing, who it was that spake 
to him. For Saul was by sect a pharisee, that of all others most 
passionately adhered to the Jewish religion : by temper hot and 
violent, by profession a persecutor of the christians. One that 
breathed forth threatening and slaughter, that excited the fury of 
the highpriests, solicited their cruelty. In short, a fierce spirit 
that envied Nero the title of the first persecutor of the church. 
Yet this man hy this vision and voice from heaven, of a furious 
persecutor in an instant became a zealous apostle, of a wolf be
came 3 pastor. He presently expressed his entire submission, 
" Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?" There is nothing so 
hard to do, nothing so dreadfiil to suffer, but I will readily un
dertake for thine honour, and the propagating thy truth. Now 
from whence came this change so strange, so new, in a person 
confirmed in the opposite party ? From whence this resignation 
of will so entire and perfect, so unexpected and sudden ? What 
gave him courage to contradict to their faces the highpriests, 
whose instrument he was, and declare that Jesus whom they 
called a deceiver, was the Son of God, and their judge ? What 
animated him to appear before kings and emperors, to testify 
this dangerous truth ? What made him with unparalleled ac
tivity, with the most ardent affections, propagate the gospel, and 
after a thousand perils by sea and land, a thousand disgraces and 
injuries, at last to confirm the faith of Christ with his blood ? It 
is therefore past all contradiction that he had the greatest assu
rance that the Son of God spake to him. 

Another vision of the WORD from heaven was to St. John, 
when he was pleased to reveal to him the future state of his 
church, its combats and victories: he then appeared in a form 
expressive of his majesty, power, and providence, requisite for 
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the ordering all the great events that should befal it: and said, 
" I am the first and the last; I am he that liveth, and was dead, 
and behold, I live for ever, and have the keys of hell, and of 
death:" wherein he appropriates to himself the incommunicable 
titles of the Deity; and then declares those two astonishing mi
racles, that the Prince of Life that had an eternal principle of 
it in himself, was dead; and that one who had been dead, was 
alive. This riddle the gaspel unfolds; the Son of God was made 
man, end by that admirable union allied eternity and time, life 
and death together. As it is a common form of speech, that a 
man dies when the body is deprived of life, though the soul be 
immortal: so it was true, the Son of God died when his body 
was crucified, though he was incapable of the least diminution 
of his divine life. And after three days he rose by the divine 
power to enjoy an immortal life ; " and have the keys of hell, 
and death." The irresistible force of death all men must yield 
to, and from the grave there's no redemption by finite power. 
But Jesus Christ has sovereign authority and power to open the 
grave, and raise the dead to an happy immortality. This glori
ous appearance made St. John to fall as dead at his feet, and 
could not recover himself, till assured by the reviving words of 
his favour. 

The Spirit also appeared from heaven to give testimony 
concerning the divine person and office of Christ: first, by 
descending as a dove on him when he was baptized. This 
was the completion of the prophecy; " The Spirit of the Lord 
is upon me, he has anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor, 
to publish deliverance to the captives." And in the second of 
the Acts the Spirit descended in the form of fiery tongues upon 
the apostles, to qualify them for preaching the gospel to the 
world: and it is worthy of observation, that the apostles were 
before this very defective in wisdom and courage, so that their 
divine master, though goodness itself, yet taxed them for their 
stupidity, and in his sufferings they all forsook him. But after 
the effiision of the Spirit upon them, they were endued with that 
admirable wisdom and resolution, that nothing could gainsay and 
overcome. They presently spake in various languages thp things 
concerning Jesus Christ, that the world was astonished, and 
many converted by this testimony from God, for the honour of 
eur Saviour, and others confounded in their obstinacy. Now 
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since this miraculous descent of the Spirit was to ratify the pro
mise that he made to them, " If I go away, I will send to you 
another comforter:" what more clear and valuable testimony can 
we have that Jesus Christ is the Saviour of the world? If infi-
deUty should reply, if we had heard these voices, and seen those 
glorious visions, we should be convinced; but what assurance 
have we there is no deceit in these relations? I answer, there 
never was clearer ground of the belief of any thing done without 
the compass of our own senses, than of what the apostles testify, 
as hath been evidently proved before. And certainly as those 
who saw and heard those things, were by the divine characters in 
the external objects, and by their efficacy on their spirits, fiiUy 
persuaded they were not deceived; so we have as strong proofs 
that they did not deceive us in their reports. 

1 shall briefly consider the other testimonies. " And there are 
three that bear witness in earth, the spirit, and the water, and 
the blood; and these three agree in one." The spirit is to be 
considered in two different manners in the testimonies attributed 
to him, either in respect of those representations by a dove and 
fiery tongues, or in respect of his virtues mid influences commu
nicated to the christian church: the first was his testimony firom 
heaven; the second his testimony on earth. And these were his 
extraordinary gifts, so liberally dispensed at the first preaching of 
the gospel: " To one was given by the spirit the word of wis
dom, to another the word of knowledge, to another faith;" that 
is, extraordinary confidence in the divine power, for the produ
cing miraculous effects; " to another the gift of healing, to ano
ther the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another 
discerning of spirits, to another divers kinds of tongues, to ano
ther the interpretation of tongues." Now because these opera
tions more eminently declare the presence and power of the spi
rit than his ordinary graces, they are called by that name. For 
understanding the second witness, the water, two things are ob
servable. 

1. That in the rituals of Moses, frequent washings were en
joined for the purifying of the Jews from legal pollutions con
tracted by them. And as those corporeal stains were resem
blances of the vicious habits of the mind; so the cleansing by 
water was typical of sanctifying grace that purifies the heart. 
And for this reason under the new covenant to represent the 
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sanctiiication of christians by an outward sign, baptism in water 
Was appointed. 

2. The apratle John in the narrative of the sufferings of 
Christ, tells us that a soldier pierced his side with a spear, so 
that " blood and water came out." This is not recited by St. 
John merely as a circumstance of the history, or as a certain 
proof of his death, but the following words he that saw this, 
testifies it, and his testimony is worthy of belief; and he knows 
that he says true, that you may believe," declare it to be of sin
gular consequence. And accordingly he says, " that our Saviour 
came by water and blood," vnth respect to that which was done at 
his crucifixion, which was so ordered by divine wisdom for high 
ends: that is, the water issuing out of his side, was a fit emblem 
of that sanctifying grace that is given to all that have commu
nion with him in his death. 

3. For the testimony of the blood; it is also to be observed, 
that by the Mosaic institution daily sacrifices were offered up, 
and a most solemn one, by the highpriest in the day of atone
ment, to expiate the guilt of ceremonial uncleanness, and to re
store those who for that were excluded from external communion 
with God in the sanctuary. Now as that legal guilt arising from 
those outward pollutions, and the separation of those who were 
so polluted, from the service of God, was a representation of the 
moral guilt and punishment that follows the vicious habits and 
actions of men; so the shedding the blood of the sacrifice and of
fering, was typical of the true propitiation that was to be made 
by the blood of Christ. And this is peculiarly remarked by the 
apostle, that " Jesus came not only by water, but by water and 
blood; and it is the spirit that testifies of it, and the spirit is the 
truth." By which we must understand something distinct from 
the former, that is, that the flowing of his blood signified the re
conciling efficacy of his death, by satisfying divine justice, and 
consequently the remission of sins given to those who believe in 
him. Now briefly, to show the force of their conspiring testi
mony that Jesus is the Son of God and our Redeemer, these 
things may be considered absolutely in themselves, or as the ac
complishment of the prophecies concerning the Messiah. In the 
last respect they afford us a great assurance of this truth. For 
all was expressly foretold. " And it shall come to pass in the 
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last days, saith God, 1 will pour out my spirit upon all flesh, and 
your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young 
men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams: and 
on my servants and handmaidens 1 will pour out in those days 
of my spirit, and they shall prophesy." This promise was uni
versally acknowledged to refer to the coming of the Messiah, 
For that of water, (that is, sanctification) not only the washings 
under the law were figures of it, hut it was also clearly prophe
sied of in many places, and most expressly in Ezekiel, " 1 will 
sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall be clean; from all 
your filthiness will 1 cleanse you, A new heart also will 1 give 
you, and a new spirit will I put within you, and I will put my 
spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes." And 
for the third testimony, besides that the typical blood of the 
Messiah ran down from all the sacrifices, it was also foretold ex
pressly by Isaiah what his sufferings should be, and the benefits 
accruing from them. 

Now if we compare the oracle with the event, who can justly 
doubt that the Messiah is come? But if we consider the things 
themselves they afford an uncontrollable testimoiiy of Christ's 
divine mission. Compare the primitive church either with the 
Jews or the Gentiles, and see the difference between them. The 
spirit that was communicated but as it were in a few drops to 
the Jews, after the ascension of Christ fell in a main shower upon 
the christian church, enriching them with supernatural gifts: 
some favoured with revelations of sublime truths, above the dis
covery of the human understanding; some foretelling thhigs to 
come that were beyond the discovery of the most sharp-sighted 
reason; some speaking diverse languages wherein they had never 
been instructed; some having such an extraordinary faith in the 
divine power and goodness, that innumerable miracles were done 
by them in the name of Christ. If we look into the state of the 
Gentiles, how thick and prodigious was the darkness that over
spread that chaos of impiety? In the Roman empire, that 
comprised the flower of wit and learning, what foolish and extra
vagant opinions of the Deity were commonly received? What, 
idolatries, what impurities, what abominations were freely prac
tised? But by the preaching of the gospel how clearly were the 
minds of men instructed in the true knowledge of God? And 
what a change was made ia their lives ? The world that was 

Still Waters Revival Books - All Rights Reserved - www.PuritanDownloads.com 

http://www.PuritanDownloads.com


162 T H E CHRISTIAN R E L I G I O N CHAP. V. 

a barren desert, was suddenly changed into a paradise, fruitful in 
all good works. Innocence, humility, purity, justice, charity, 
love to God, resignation to his will, were eminently visible in all 
nations, and all sorts of persons that were converted to the faith 
of Christ. Now who caused such a marvellous and holy revolu
tion in the world but God? What less than a divine power 
could raise men above sense, and make them victorious over the 
lusts of corrupt nature, fortified by custom, a second nature ? Is 
it conceivable, supposing the doctrine of Christ were not from 
heaven, that it should produce such admirable effects? And is 
it conceivable that God would adorn with all his graces the image 
of his own excellency, his most precious benefits, those who did 
not honour him according to his will ? Can there be found such 
astonishing contrarieties joined together, as the most impious er
ror and depravation of the mind, with the greatest purity and 
rectitude of the wi\l and affections ? For if Jesus Christ were 
not the Son of God, those who worshipped him were in a mortal 
delusion. 

The third testimony the apostle produces is the blood: that is, 
peace with God and conscience, the blessed fruit of justification 
by faith in the blood of Christ. The heathen world was in a 
dark state of fears, or slept securely in the shadow of death. 
Some were in a hectic trembling, continually haunted with the 
apparition of their sins, as so many infernal furies: others, though 
guilty of niost fearful crimes, were secure from stupid atheism: 
others were quiet, from a presumption cherished by opinions un
worthy of God, as if he would neglect his own glory to show 
mercy to them. Now the gospel to conquer the fears of sensible 
afflicted sinners, and to establish a lively hope in God's mercy, 
reveals that the Son of God became man, and offered up his life 
and blood to diviue justice, as an expiatory sacrifice for the sins 
of men. This reconciled God, whose honour was abundantly se
cured by that satisfaction. This appeased all the unquiet agita
tions of the spirits of believers, and produced the peace that 
passes understanding, a joy unspeakable and glorious. This de
livered them from the fear of death, under which the world was 
so long in bondage. And it is worthy the observing, that no 
principles of nature ever produced such a generous contempt of 
death, as the christian religion did in the professors of it. The 
Alexanders, Scipios, and Caesars had trembled at the sight of 
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these savage beasts that were let loose upon the martyrs, at the 
preparations of cruelty to torment them. Whereas they regarded 
them with tranquillity, nay with joy, as the matter of their tri
umph. This was true valour indeed, for the confession of the 
most important truth, and superior to the courage of those who 
were called Fulmina Belli, the most renowned soldiers. For in 
a battle, by martial sounds, by violent motions the spirits are 
fired, and men scarce feel their wounds, and are inconsiderate of 
their danger. But the martyrs had nothing to heighten their 
courage, but in cool blood deliberately and without alteration 
encountered that terrible enemy. Besides, soldiers in the sharp
est conflicts have some hopes of victory, or else of a sudden and 
honourable death, Aut cita Mors, out victoria lata. And he 
that rusheth into perils with a seeming bravery, when there are 
hopes of escaping, has not resolution to look death in the face 
when it is inevitable. There is an eminent instance of this in a 
famous captain of late memory, the duke Biron : none was more 
bold in fight; but when he was to receive the sentence of death 
for his crimes, none more disordered by fear : sometimes he was 
in a rage against his judges, and after his passion Mas evapora
ted, fell into the other extremity, unmanly cries, complaints, and 
low submissions to obtain favour. But the more than heroic 
constancy of the martyrs contemned death in its nearest approach¬
es, and most fearful pomp. The christian religion has often trans
formed the most tender women and children into men, or rather 
into angels, making theta suffer with joy, that which our nature 
cannot see without horror. It changed as it were flesh and blood 
into a celestial substance, insensible of fire and sword, and the 
most ciuel violences. 

Now this unshaken resolution in christians encountering the 
last enemy, was from the lively sense of God's favour reconciled 
by the most pure and precious blood of his Son, and the hopes 
of everlasting happiness in his presence. 

To conclude this argument, it is to be observed that there is 
no proof more proper that Jesus Christ is the redeemer of the 
world, than the joint testimony of the spirit, water, and blood; 
for whereas sin was the only cause of our ruin, the ofiice of our 
Saviour is to repair that ruin, and consequently he that effectu
ally does it, is to be acknowledged, believed and embraced as 
our Saviour. Now the worst effects of sin are the ignorance of 
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the mind, the depravation of the affections, and the terrors of 
conscience from the apprehensions of vengeance. Therefore since 
the gospel of Christ has brought celestial light, purity, and peace 
into the world, it is an infallible proof that he is the Redeemer 
of it. The sun that visits the world with its refreshing beams, 
has no clearer marks of the divine wisdom in making it, and or
dering its motions, than the spiritual light of the gospel that ir
radiates the minds of men, before in deep darkness. The riches 
of the earth in variety of fruits is not a more convincing argu
ment of the divine goodness, than to see the souls of men that 
before were as dead earth, under the curse of heaven, to abound 
in all the fruits of righteousness. The separating the sea from 
the land, and setting bounds to its impetuous waves, is not a 
greater effect of God's power, than the calming the tempests of 
an unquiet conscience, and establishing tranquillity in it. And 
these blessings we entirely owe to Jesus Christ, in whose name 
they are obtained, by whose spirit they are conferred, and for 
whose glory they are designed. 

Now what more is requisite to afford us satisfaction that J E 
SUS CHRIST came from God, and revealed his will in order 
to our happiness ? Can it be reasonably expected that new mira
cles should be wrought to satisfy every sceptic that is still unsa
tisfied ? Indeed the fountain of them is not dried up, the power 
of God is not weakened, nor his mercy lessened, but in extraor
dinary cases, when the gaspel is first preached to a nation, it may 
be expected that to convert them from gentilism to the christian 
faith he wU make himself known not only by word, but power, 
in supernatural operations. But the vein of miracles is not still 
current in the church, there being sufficient motives of belief for 
the conviction of all that are not obstinate, without the perform
ing new. Must the Son of God present himself to all men in a 
visible glory ? Or must his divirw Father give another majestic 
testimony from heaven concerning him ? If we have not such 
sensible evidence, we have as sure: the accomplishment of 
scripture prophecies is a permanent miracle, a more certain proof 
to us than that oracular revelation. For God spake but once in 
that voice, but he speaks by the prophets to the end of time. 
That was more astonishing, but less instructive to us than pro
phecies, that are continually unfolded and verified by events. 

Before I finish this argument, I will briefly consider what is 
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objected against some doctrines of the gospel, viz. The Trinity, 
the divine incarnation, the mean state and sufferings of the Son 
of God in the world. These points have been opposed by the 
Jews, and other infidels, as mere impossibihties, directly contra
ry to the reason of mankind. 

To this I answer; we must distinguish between what is in
comprehensible to human reason, and what is repugnant to it; 
between the things which reason cannot perfectly understand how 
they can be, and the things which it perfectly understands that 
they cannot be. Natural light may not be able to discover the 
being of some things, and the manner of their existence, which 
really are. But what it sees to involve a contradiction, is abso
lutely impossible. Now there is no point in the whole com
plexion of the christian faith that is repugnant to reason. The 
unity and supreme equality of the three persons in the Godhead 
transcends our conception, but reason cannot prove it to be im
possible. For the essence of God is not of the same condition 
with created substances; so that although in the whole compass 
of the creatures there is no like instance, but one nature is al
ways joined with one subsistence, yet it does not follow that the 
divine nature may not subsist in three persons. All the difficulty 
that is pretended to be invincible is this; that the manner of it 
is incomprehensible. And it is necessarily so; for it is impos
sible that what is infinite should be comprehended by a finite 
mind. 

The incarnation of the Son of God, wherein the essence of 
Christianity consists, is not contrary to reason. Indeed it is im
possible that the divine nature should be substantially changed 
into the human nature, and God cease to be God in becoming 
man, but the union of the Deity to the human nature is not im
possible. For what repugnance is there, either in respect of God 
or the creature ? * Is it impossible that the supreme goodness 
should communicate itself in the strictest degree of union to the 
reasonable creature, or is the reasonable creature incapable to re
ceive the highest favour ? This is a great mystery; but the divine 
omnipotence is not to be limited by our narrow thoughts. It is 
most reasonable to believe that God can do what we cannot dis-

* uiug. Epist. 5. Volus. Demus deum aliquid posse, quod nos fatemur in ' 
vestigare non posse. In talibus rebus, tola ratio facti, est potentia faci-
entis. 
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cover how it is performed. * Seneca prudently observes that ex
traordinary effects in nature are unaccountable to, us, as to their 
immediate proper causes, whilst v/e only consider the usual prin
ciples by which it works. Nay, in the most common works of 
nature how many things are so perceptible to sense that none is 
so stupid as to deny them, yet imperceptible to reason as to the 
manner of their production? Who understands the admirable 
conjunction of the soul and body in man ? How two metals of 
so precious and so base alloy, gold and lead, a spirit and matter, 
the one celestial the other earthly, should so strictly combine, 
and notwithstanding such diversity in their natures and proper
ties, embrace with such concord in their inclinations ? Now if 
the sharpest eye, fixed with the greatest attention cannot discern 
the manner of this natural union when the thing is above all 
doubt, can there be any pretence to disbelieve supernatural mys
teries because we are not able to comprehend how they are af
fected? 

3. There being infallible proofs that Jesus Christ was sent 
from God to make known his compassionate counsels for the sal
vation of man, the consequence is clear and necessary, that the 
doctrines of his gospel are to be received, though never so incom
prehensible to the natural understanding. There is no demon--
stration more sure than the principle of faith ; God has declared 
so, therefore it is true. It is injurious to his honour to require any 
other proof of his word than his word. It is incomparably more 
certain that God cannot deceive us, than that our understandings 
are not deceived. Now what is the main subject of the gospel ? 
It instructs us that " the word was God, and the word was made 
flesh." Can there be a more plain declaration who Jesus Christ 
is, that we may conceive aright of his natures, his virtues, his 
prerogatives and merits ? It is not possible without violence to 
interpret the words otherwise than they plainly signify, that a 
divine Being assumed the human nature, and was God-Man. 
This was also declared by Jesus Christ. For when the Jews, sup
posing him to be a mere man, taxed him for the violation of 
the sabbath, in his doing a miraculous cure on that day, he re¬

* Quare quicquam nobis insolitum est ? quia naturam oculis non ratione 

comprehendimus, nec cogitamus quid lUa faccre possit, sed tantum quid fe-

cerit.r^Vfltur. Quast. lib. 6, 
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plied to their' exception, " My Fatlier works hitherto, and I 
work :" That is, as God is not subject to the law of the sabbath, 
but uninterruptedly does the works of his merciful providence ; 
so 1 his Son work in all times without limitation. This expres
sion the Jews truly understood to import no less than an equali
ty with God, a Son being of (lie same nature witlt his Father, 
and therefore charged him with blasphemy. Our Saviour allows 
their interpretation, but vindicates it fiotn impiety by a further 
declaring his communion with God in his will and power, that 
he performed divine works; that he might " receive the same 
divjue honour as the Father had. And shall we not believe this 
testimony that Jesits Christ gives of himself? Did not the * 
WORD understand the meaning of his own expressions ? Could 
truth deceive ? Was it possible for wisdom to speak improperly ? 
Was power defective and unable to declare what it would have 
us to understand ? How unreasonable is it then to object how 
can this be ? What pride is it to rebel against the divine revela
tion ? What obstinacy to remain unsatisfied, unless we discover 
how terms so distant in themselves, the highest Being, GOD, 
and the lowest in the sphere of rational beings, man, should be 
so strictly united ? How they should be so intimately joined with
out confusion of natures in one person, that it is truly said, God 
was humbled to the form of a servant, and man is raised to the 
right hand of God. Here it is our duty to subject our noblest 
faculty, the understanding, to divine revelation. In the doc
trines of faith as well as in the disposurcs of providence, it is 
sufficient to check presumptuous curiosity, that God is the 
author. 

I shall add one consideration more : if Jesus Christ was not 
what he declared himself to be, the Son of God, he was a most 
impious man. For it is impiety in the supreme degree, for any 
in the pure order of creatures to assume divine honour: but the 
quality of his doctrine, and sanctity of his life, infinitely clear 
him from such a vile charge. For is it conceivable that a per
son guilty of the highest even sacrilegious pride, should be an 

• Aut forte qui verbum est significationem verbi ignoravit ? & qui Veritas 
est, loqui vera uescivit; & qui sapientia est, in stultiloquio erravit? & qui 
virtus est, in ea fuit infirmitate, at non possit etoqui qufe vellet intelligi } 
Hilar, lib. 8. de Trinit. 

h4 
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instructor of the mogt perfect humility to the world ? It is the 
special character of his religion that distinguishes it from all 
other institutions, that it preserves the divine glory entire; that 
it makes the profoundest impressions in the hearts of men of their 
meanness and vanity, and inspires them with an humble sense of 
their infinite distance from God. And for the holiness of his 
life, I shall produce a testimony that can be liable to no excep
tion , it is of Porphiry a platouic philosopher, who excelled as 
in learning and eloquence, so in malignity, the most furious ene
mies of Christianity ; yet he was by irresistible evidence compel
led to acknowlsdge, " That Jesus Christ was a most pious and 
excellent person, and that after his death he ascended into hea
ven". And is it credible that the same person, whose life was a 
glorious example of holiness and righteousness, should be guilty 
of the most transcendent wickedness i It is not possible for an 
unprejudiced mind to entertain such a suspicion. 

That the Son of God was here below in a mean state, that 
he was exposed to the most cruel and ignominious death, if we 
consider the great end of his condescending goodness, it will 
appear to be most worthy of him ; and that there is no contra
diction in the things themselves, but in the perverse minds of in
fidels : for, 

First, He was to redeem the world not in the way of majesty, 
but by humble obedience, and sufferings. Thus it was ordered 
by divine wisdom for the honour of God's attributes and govern
ment. Now if he had appeared in sensible glory, the design of 
liis coming had been frustrated : who would have dared to con
demn him to the infamous death of the cross ? Who would have 
Kbed his blood, the price of our redemption f And it is very ob. 
servable that our Saviour made no use of his supernatural pow
er, when the doing a miracle before Herod would have struck 
him with the reverence of him as a divine man, and might have 
preserved him from death. Nay, when the glittering host of 
heaven, all the orders of angels were iu arms ready upon his 
least call to have come swifter than lightning for his rescue, yet 
be meekly yielded himself up a bloody sacrifice to God, and an 
ignominious spectacle to men. For thus it became him to fulfil 
all righteousness. 

Secondly, another great end of his coming was to found a 
spiritual eternal kingdom ; he was constituted a new Adam, to 
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regenerate men to an holy blessed life, that were condemned ia 
the first Adam to death and misery. Therefore his life was a 
continual exercise of self-denial, a pattern of innocence and pa
tience, of doing good and suffering evil. Thus he convinces 
us that nothing is valuable in God'» account but holiness. Thus 
by his own example he instructs us in the divine philosophy, to 
despise the good and evil things here, in order to our everlasting 
happiness. He ascended to heaven by the way of sufferings, 
and calls its to follow him. The fruit of blessedness is ingrafted 
on the thorns of poverty and persecution for his name sake. The 
laws of his kingdom are inscribed on the body of his cross, and 
must be copied in the hearts of his subjects. And for this rea
son when the apostles, (who after his resurrection had some re-
liqiies of their carnal conceit, that the kingdom of GOD should 
come with observation for its external splendour) asked him, 
" Lord, wilt thou at this time restore the kingdom of Israel ?" 
To raise their thoughts and affections above earthly things, he an
swered, " The Holy Ghost shall come upon you, and ye shall 
be witnesses of me, both in Jerusalem, and in Judea, and in 
Samaria, and unto the utmost ends of the earth." Their preach
ing his life and death should be attended with the power of the 
spirit, to dispense vigorous influence into the hearts of men for 
his imitation. And certainly his example is of admirable use 
and profit. For thus he sweetens and makes honourable those 
virtues, the exercise of which were very difficult and unpleasing 
either in respect of their quality, being contrary to fleshly lusts, 
or as they expose to contempt in llie opinion of the world. For 
who can refuse, or be ashamed to practise the most severe self-
denial, when in that he is made a copy of so divine an original 
as the Son of God ? Now considering what an influence his af
flicted state has to procure eternal happiness for fallen man, and 
to prepare man for it, was it unbecoming him to descend thus 
low ? Is it unbecoming that God loves as God ? That as infinite 
wisdom and power appeared in the creation, so infinite mercy 
appears in our redemption ? What is more divine than infinitely 
to exceed all the ideas we can frame of perfect love ? To do 
greater things for his enemies, than men are willing to do for 
their dearest friends ? And where sin abounds, that grace super-
abounds ? Thus the eye of reason cleared by revelation, sees that 
the voluntary humiliation of the Son of God for a time, is so 
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far from dimiiiisliing, that it exalts his majesty. This is the great 
argument and motive of the adoration and solemn praise that 
reasonable creatures shall for ever pay unto him, wherein his 
derivative glory consists. 

From what has been discoursed we may see the just grounds 
of our firm assent and perfect adherence to the doctrine of the 
gospel. There are not only sufficient but abundant motives to 
induce our belief, so that it is an extreme wonder that any to 
whom it is revealed, should not see the truth so illustriously vi
sible. The only account of such infidelity is given by the apos
tle : " The god of this world hath blinded the eyes of them which 
believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who 
is the image of God, should shiue upon them." The love of 
some lust fleshly or spiritual, renders men averse from receiving 
it. The mysteries of godliness are not confined to the specula-
live mind, but are for moral ends, to regulate our lives. From 
hence it is that the cordial belief of them very much depends on 
the temper and disposition of the soul. The sincere humble 
inquirer has an eminent advantage in the discovery of the truth 
and spiritual excellencies of the gospel, above those who are 
over-ruled by corrupt habits. For the carnal heart either wholly 
turns the mind from thinkiog on those most sacred and concern
ing objects, or weakens its intention that it does not seriously 
and duly consider them. Men will studiously apply themselves 
to secular arts, and can discern the truth of abstruse mathemati
cal theorems, that are not distasteful to their evil affections; 
yet though the principles of christian faith are as unquestionable' 
as the clearest propositions iu geometry, they will not pouder 
those things that may convince and persuade them to believe 
what is directly opposite to their lusts. Besides, as corrupt hu
mours vitiate the palate, and make what is pleasant bitter to the 
taste; so vicious desires darken and deprave the mind, and in
cline it to judge of doctrines to be true or false as they are favour
able or disagreeable to them. Carnal persons fortify every ob
jection that may render the mysteries of godliness unlikely and 
incredible, and will be partial for sensuality. Of this we have a 
great instance in the first rejection of the gospel. The Jews 
expected tbe Messiah would come with pompous wonders, and 
external magnificence ; that he would deliver them from the 
Roman yoke, and found an universal monarchy for them, and 
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according to those carnal fancies they would understand the 
promises concerning him. Now though JESUS CHRIST ap
proved himself to be the Son of God, the true Messiah, by the 
sanctity of his life, the rectitude of his doctrine, and the divinity 
of his miracles, yet for the poverty and meanness of his condition, 
being without any sensible show of greatness and glory, they 
despised him as most unworthy that divine relation and office. 
Though in him all the characters of the Messiah were conspicu
ous, and the scriptures declare expressly, " that the Messiah 
the Prince should be cut off, but not for himself, but to make 
reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteous
ness :" yet they were so prepossessed with the ideas of a terrene 
felicity, that they would interpret all the scriptures by that mea
sure, as if the Messiah should come into the world to repair no 
other ruins but of their temporal state and liberty: therefore 
they spake of him with scomfiil titles; " as for this fellow we 
know not from whence he is:" and " is not this the carpenter?" 
Shall the glorious prophecies of the Messiah be accomplished in 
him ? " Shall he have dominion from'sea to sea, and from the 
river to the ends of the earth ? Shall all kings bow down be
fore him, and all nations serve him ?" There was nothing to 
satisfy their sight in his outward appearance and retinue; and 
his miraculous condescension, so much below their expectations, 
was more powerfiil to harden them in unbelief, than all his su
pernatural operations to induce them to believe in him. And as 
the Jews from their affection to secular things, were enemies to 
the gospel; so the heathen philosophers from spiritual pride: 
for they vainly affected the praise of knowledge and virtue, as the 
fiuit of their own mind, and the product of their own will. They 
did not consider God as the fountain of tmth; and whether the 
ray of his knowledge comes directly and immediately into us, or 
by reflection from others, the glory of it is entirely due to him. 
Besides, the great mysteries of godliness not being suitable to 
their first opinions, were rejected with disdain as foolish impos
sibilities. And in every age since, even in the pale of the church, 
there are some secret infidels that esteem the government a fable, 
and some who peremptorily deny the fundamental articles of Chris
tianity. Those who are slaves to their eyes and appetites will 
raise clouds to obscure that tmth that forbids their dear lusts 
upon pain of damnation. The pretended difficulty of belief, is 
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but a thin transparent pretence, the difficulty of practice is the 
true cause of their rejecting the gospel. They would not have 
the precepts of it to be their duty, and therefore are unwilling to 
acknowledge the doctrines of it to be true. And those who set 
up a tribunal in their own understandings to which divine revela
tion must submit, will not believe what is above their presumptu
ous reason. But that the soul exempt from passions and preju
dice has no just temptation to disbelieve the christian doctrine, 
is evident j in that so many persons in whom the concurrence of 
wisdom and virtue was equally flourishing and excellent, after the 
most exact discussion, embraced it as the heavenly truth. If 
there were falseness in its principles, or weakness in its proof, 
how could it escape their discovery ? And that they were sin
cere in their belief is above all doubt; for they willingly sacrificed 
all that is valuable and dear in this life for the profession of it. 
Now was it ever known that any person would knowingly choose 
an error so destructive ? The will seduced by sense embraces 
sometimes that that is condemned by reason, but it never ad
heres to those that are contrary both to reason and sense. By 
this it appears that infidelity has no just plea fi-om the insuffi
ciency of the proofs of the christian religion, which have fiiUy 
satisfied the wisest, the most considerate and sincere, part of 
mankind. A corrupt heart is the spring and principle of the il
lusions of the mind in things that concern salvation. 

2. The gospel propounds to us the most proper and powerfiil 
motives of love to God. In the visible world there is a represen
tation so conspicuous and full of his divine majesty, power and 
wisdom that formed and regulates all things, that it is not possi
ble but the attentive regarding of it, will make impressions of 
reverence and fear, will raise our esteem and admiration. But 
those are dead sentiments without love. And that in the guilty 
creature fearful of God's wrath, must be first excited by the hopes 
of his pardoning mercy. Now " the love and kindness of God 
our Saviour appeared to man in his redemption" in the most 
eminent manner. Though in that blessed work the divine per
fections are relucent in various effects, wisdom designed it, power 
accomplished it, holiness and righteousness were gloriously de
clared in it; yet, as it is applied to the benefit of man, it is the 
sole effect of wise, almighty, holy, tender love. Mercy softened 
God's bowels, opened heaven, sent down his Son to be one with 
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US in nature, that he might exchange his merits and blessedness 
for our guilt and misery. Miraculous love! to make his only 
begotten Son our brother, to humble him to the condition of a 
servant, that we most unworthy to be his servants should be ad
vanced to be his children: nay, to expose him to the death of a 
malefactor, equally ignominious and painful, that we malefactors 
might obtain life and glory. If ever love deserved the title of 
excess, it is this; for though not without reason, yet it is without 
all bounds and measure. It is so far above our thought, that it 
is hard to have a firm belief of it. What the Psalmist speaks of 
the temporal dehverance of the chiuch, is more justly applicable 
to its spiritual eternal deliverance. " When the Lord turned 
again the captivity of Sion, we were like to them that dream." 
As if a poor man fancying in a dream that he is a king adorned 
with the ensigns of royalty, and between hopes and fears should 
inquire of himself. Am I awake and in my right mind ? Is this 
sceptre, this robe, this crown real ? Or, is it all the pleasant de
ceit of imagination ? And how can we reflect upon the amazing 
grace of God that brings salvation, but such thoughts will arise ? 
Is it true that God did not spare his most innocent and dear Son 
to absolve us guilty rebels ? Did he die for his Father's enemies 
and his own ? Unparalleled love! only to be fully conceived by 
an infinite understanding. That the divine Father should seem 
to love us more than his only begotten Son, in giving him up to 
death for us; that the Son of God should love us more than his 
own life, in dying to reconcile us to his Father, were incredible 
but for the testimony of God himself. Who can resist the sweet 
violence, the powerfiil. attractives <rf this love ? How can any 
person that has the use of reason to consider this great love, not 
be inflamed with affection towards his Saviour ? How is it pos
sible that these wide extremes should be found united, the in
finite goodness of God, and the equal unthankfulness of men ? 
That they hate and offend whom they are obliged by the dearest 
titles to love and serve. Methinks such unnatural ingratitude 
should only be found in hell; where despair of redemption has 
blotted out in those lost souls the memory of the love and merits 
of the Redeemer. But that on earth where his most precious 
blood was shed, and is applicable for the salvation of all that will 
receive him by faith and love, that here injuries are returned for 
his inestimable benefits, is the most enormous impiety. * ' What 

• Paulio. 
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shall we render unto him for our evils which he hath suifered, 
for his benefits which he gives to us ? All that we can endure 
for his sake, is not comparable to one thorn of his bleeding crown. 
Let us return love, that is so infinitely due to him. Woe to us if 
we do not love him.' 

Consider further, that the same most free love that gave the 
Redeemer for us, has revealed him to us. For who could have 
imagined that the Son of God should descend from his throne in 
heaven, and fi-om the bosom of his Father into the womb of a 
virgin-mother, and become man, to save us by his suiferings ? 
Who could have any hopes that the human nature, our low and 
heavy earth, should ascend above the heavens ? The world by 
natural light knew no more of his coming to recover it from 
misery, than it perceived when the same Word in the creation 
raised it from the abyss of nothing. This should make us most 
sensible of his favour. But every one will pretend to love his 
Saviour. Now that we may not deceive ourselves with a flashy 
affection, the rule of trial is plain, our love to him must corre
spond in its kind and quality with his love to us, and that was 
declared in doing and suffering what was requisite for our salva
tion. The precious tree does not heal the sore by its fragrancy, 
but must be wounded to give it a sovereign balm. Our Saviour 
did not only express in words his compassionate sense of our 
misery, that alone had been sufficient, but " loved us, and washed 
us from our sins in his blood." After his resurrection he showed 
his pierced hands and side to the disciples, not only the real 
proofs that he was Jesus that suffered, but of his love. They 
might see his heart open and hands rent for them. And such a 
love is due to him. That which is only productive of leaves and 
blossoms, of affectionate words of our Saviour, but unfruitful in 
the works of holiness, may deceive men by a fair appearance, 
but not his eye, who judges of the truth and strength " of our 
love to him, by our keeping his commandments." In short, as 
an active heat proceeds by an emanation from the fire; so a 
cheerfiil readiness and zeal to do the will of Christ naturally 
flow from love consecrated to him. But to enforce this the 
more, let us further consider. 

3. We are obliged by all the titles of gratitude and justice, of 
natural and divine reason, to walk as becomes the gospel of 
Christ. 
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First, The dignity of the author requires this of us. The Son 
of God came down from heaven; and if the allusion may he 
allowed, 

circum caput omne micantes 
Deposuit radios, propiusque accedere jussit; 

laid down his glor\', that he might familiarly teach us our duty 
in order to our happiness : " And if the word spoken by angels 
was stedfast, and every transgression and disobedience received a 
just recompence of reward; how shall we escape if we neglect 
so great salvation, which at the first, began to be spoken by the 
Lord?" 

Secondly, The perfection and plainness of this rule. It is a 
wise observation, * ' That those laws are best for government, 
that aie so clear and particular that nothing is left to the will of 
the inferior judge, who is not usually so capable, and pure from 
by-respects as the lawgiver.' The gospel is a light wherein all 
virtues shine in their bright eminence, and all vices blush in their 
odious deformity. It excludes all obscurity, that the meanest 
understandings may see the way to happiness. There can be no 
palliations and excuses for those who will rather argue than obey. 
For the revelation of God's will is so full and open in it, that it 
is direct rebellion not to yield entire subjection to it: " and thev 
who know their master's will, and do it not, shall be beaten with 
many stripes." 

Thirdly, To commend it to our practice we have an example 
of perfect obedience set before us. If Jesus Christ had repre
sented in the world no other person but of " the word and wis
dom of his Father;" as a master to regulate and guide us by his 
commands, had revealed to us the secrets of another world, and 
then ascended to heaven; the highest reverence and observance 
had been due to his laws. But to encourage aud edge our in
dustry he was pleased to exhibit in his life a pattern of universal 
obedience. He gave us rales of such perfect holiness, that there 
seemed no necessity of his practice for our instruction : and the 
living image of his laws was so visible in his actions, that his sole 
example affords us a model of entire sanctity. There is no kind 
of virtue from the lowest to the most heroic, of which he might 
not say as he did to his disciples in his last supper, " I have 

• Arist. Rhet. 
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given you an example, that ye should do as I have done to you." 
And what should he more powerful in the breasts of christians 
than a sacred ambition to be like the Son of God, than a dear 
affection to be conformed to their Saviour ? 

Fourthly, To excite us to our duty, the gospel offers such a 
reward to encourage obedience, and threatens such prepared 
plagues against disobedience, that unless a man be miraculously 
transformed into a stupid beast, he cannot but be moved by 
them. 

Now what darkness of mind, or rather what perverseness of 
heart is it, if the great interest of the one and the other eternity, 
the blessed and the miserable, be not sufficient to work upon 
us ? But alas! how many who pretend to be tbe disciples of 
Christ, do not obey him as their master, love him as their Re
deemer, nor fear him as their Judge ? They live as if Christ 
had commanded them to please, not to " crucify the flesh, and 
the lusts thereof:" as if he had bid them set all their affections, 
their loves, desires, hopes, joys in the present perishing things, 
and not in everlasting to come ; to labour for the riches of this 
world, as if they were eternal inhabitants on the earth, and not 
strangers and pilgrims in the way to heaven. These are worse 
enemies of our Saviour than the heathens that do not know him, 
or the Jews that deny him. For, wearing the livery of his ser
vants, they * defame his most holy profession, obscure his glory, 
and blaspheme him in their lives. If infidels that never heard 
the sound of the gospel, should see their conversation, what 
judgment would they make of the excellence of Christ, and the 
holiness of his law ? They would f blaspheme his goodness 
without defence. Unholy christians are the most guilty sinners 
in the world. And their punishment will be heightened accord
ingly : for they exasperate mercy, and make the blood of atone
ment to cry for vengeance against them. If it be extreme per
verseness to disbelieve the gospel after so clear a revelation from 
God; what degree of folly and wickedness is it, for those who 
believe its truth, to contradict the evidence and design of it in 
their lives, as if there were no doubt of its falseness ? 

* Qua; cum ita sint, magna videlicet prserogativa de nomine Cbristianita-
tis blandiri possumus, quia ita agimus, ac vivimus, ut hoc ipsum quod christi-
anus populus esse dicimur, opprobrium Cbristi esse videamur. 

+ ^stimari decultoribus suis potest ille qui colitUT. Quomodo enim bo
nus Magister est, cujus tam mains videmus discipulos. 8 Salv. De Gnbent. 
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THE subject of the ensuing discourses is of that inestimable ex. 
cellency and importance, that it deserves our deepest reflections 
and care to consider and apply it: i t is the great mystery o f godii. 
ness, the design o f eternal wisdom, the chiefest o f all God's works, 
that contains the glorious wonders of his mercy and power, wherein 
he renders himself roost worthy o f ouc supreme veneration and af
fection. Our most raised thoughts are Infini'ely beneath Its digni
ty. Though the ligh* of the gospel hath clearly revealed so much 
of it, as is requisite to be known in our earthly state, yet the sub. 
limer parts arc still secret, and reserved tor a full discovery, by the 
brightness o f our Saviour's appearance. Now if the excellency of 
things excites our spirits to be attentive in searching into their na
ture, this divine object should awaken all our powers, and arrest 
our minds, in the serious steady contemplaiion of i t , being alone 
capable to satisfy their in)imortal appetite. 

The importance of it is correspondent to its excellency; for it is 
no less than tlie recovery of iis from extreme and eternal misery, and 
the restoring of us to the enjoyment of the blessed God ; a felicity 
without comparison or end. If we have any regard to salvation, 
(and who would be so unhappy as to neglect it for unconcerning 
frivolous vanity ?) it will be delightful to know the means by which 
we may obtain it; and to employ the flying moments o f our short 
time, in those things that are profitable for our last end, that we 
may not lose temporal and eternal life together. 

Many of the ancient and modern divines have written of this no
ble argument, from whom I have received benefit in the following 
composure; but none, as I know, hath considered all the parts to. 
gether, and presented them in one view. There still remains a rich 
abundance for the perpetual exercise of our spirits. The eternal 
word alone was able to perfect all things by once speaking. Hu
man words are but an echo that answers the voice of God, aod can
not fully express its power, nor pass so immediately through the 
sense to the Iieart, but they must be repeated. May these discour
ses be effectual to inflame us with the most ardent love to our Sa. 
T i o u r , who ransomed us with the invaluable price o f his own blood; 
and to persuade us to live for heaven, the purchase of that sacred 
treasure, I shall for ever acknowledge the dif iue grace, and obtain 
my utmost aim. 
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CHAP. I. 
The lotroduction. A short view of man's primitive state. His coDformity 

to God ; natural, moral, and in happiness and dominion over the creatures. 
The moral resemblance, as it refers to all the faculties. The happiness of 
man, with respect to his sensitive and spiritual nature. Of all sublunary 
creatures he is only capable of a law. What the law of nature contains. 
God entered into a covenant with man. The reasons of that dispensation. 
The terms of the covenant were becoming God and man. Tbe special 
clause in the covenant concerning the tree of knowledge of good and evil. 
The reasons of the prohibition. 

THE felicity which the Lord Jesus procured for believers, in
cludes a perfect freedom from sin, and all afflictive evils, the just 
consequences of it: and the fruition of righteousness, peace and 
joy, wherein the kingdom of God consists. In this the evangelical 
covenant excels the natural; the law supposes man upright, and 
the happiness it promises "to exact obedience, is called life; it re
wards innocence with immortality: but the blessedness of the 
gospel is styled salvation, which signifies the rescuing of lapsed 
man from a state of misery, and the investing of him with vmpe-
rishing glory. 

In order to the discovering of the excellency of this benefit, 
and the endearing obligations laid on us by our Redeemer, it is 

still Waters Revival Books - All Rights Reserved - www.PuritanDownloads.com 

http://www.PuritanDownloads.com


182 T H E HARMONY OF CHAP. I , 

necessary to take a \iew of that dreadful and desperate ealamity 
which seized upon mankind: the wretchedness of our captivity 
illustrates the glory of our redemption. And since the misery of 
man was not the original condition of his nature, but the effect 
of his guilty choice, it is requisite to make some reflection upon 
his first state, as he came out of the pure hands of God; that 
comparing our present misery with our lost happiness, we may 
revive in our breasts the affections of sorrow, shame and indigna-
tioir against ourselves; and considering that the heavenly Adam 
hath purchased for us a title to a better inheritance than was 
forfeited by the earthly one, we may, with the more affectionate 
gratitude extol the favour and power of our Redeemer. 

God who is the living fountain of all perfections, spent an en
tire eternity in the contemplation of his own excellencies, before 
any creature was made. In the moment appointed by his wis
dom, he gave the first being to the world. Three distinct orders 
of natures he formed, the one purely spiritual, the other purely 
material, and between both one mixed, which unites the ex
tremes in itself. This is man, the abridgement of the universe, 
allied to the angels in his soul, and to material things in his bo
dy, and capable of the happiness of both; by his internal facul
ties enjoying the fislicity of the intellectual, and by his external 
tasting the pleasures of the sensitive world. Man's greatest ex
cellency was a perfect conformity to the divine pattern. " God 
created man in his own likeness, in the image of God created he 
him." This includes. 

First, The natural similitude of God in the substance of the 
soul, as it is an intelligent, free, spiritual and immoital being. 
This is assigned to be the reason of the law, that " Whoso sheds 
man's blood, by man shall his blood be shed; for in the image of 
God made he man." Gen. 9. 6. 

Secondly, A moral resemblance in its qualities and perfections. 
Thirdly, That happiness and dignity of man's state, which 

was the consequent and accession to' his holiness. The natural 
resemblance I shall not insist on. For the distinct illustration of 
the other, we must consider God in a threefold respect. 

1. In respect of his absolute holiness, unspotted purity, infi
nite goodness, incorruptible justice, and whatever we conceive 
under the notion of moral perfections. 

2. With respect to his complete blessedness, (the result of his 
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infinite excellencies; as he is perfectly exempt from all evils 
which might allay and lessen his felicity, and enjoy those plea
sures which are worthy of his pure nature and glorious state. 

3. In regard of his supreme dominion, which extends itself to 
all things ui heaven and earth. Now in the participation of 
these the image of God did principally consist. The holiness of 
man was the copy of the divine purity; his happiness a re
presentation of the diviue felicity; and .his dominion over the 
lower world the resemblance of God's sovereignty. 

I will take a particular survey of them. 
I. Man was conformed to God in holiness. This appears by 

the expressions of the apostle concerning the Sanctification of 
corrupt man, which he sets forth, by the ' renewing of him in 
knowledge, righteousness and holiness, after the image of the 
Creator.' The renovation of things is the restoring of them to 
their primitive state, and is more or less perfect, by its propor
tion to, or distance from the orignal. Holiness and righteousness 
are the comprehensive sum of the moral law, which not only re
presents the will, but the nature of God in his supreme excellen
cy, and in conformity to it the divine likeness eminently appear
ed. Adam was created with the perfections of grace: the pro
gress of the most excellent saints is incomparably short of his 
beginning: by this, we may, in part, conjecture at the beauty of 
holiness in him, of which one faint ray appearing in renev/ed per
sons is so amiable. This primitive beauty is expressed in scrip
ture by rectitude: " God made man upright." There was an 
universal entire rectitude in his faculties, disposing them for their 
proper operations. This will more fully appear by considering 
the distinct powers of the soul, in their regular constitutions. 

1. The understanding was enriched with knowledge. Nature 
was unveiled to Adam, he entered into its sanctuary, and disco
vered its mysterious operations. When the creatures eame to 
pay their homage to him, " whatsoever he called them, that was 
the name thereof," Gen. 2. 19. And their names expressed 
their natures. His knowledge reached through the whole com
pass of the creation, from the sun the glorious vessel of light, to 
the glow-worm that shines in the hedge. And this knowledge 
was not acquired by study, it was not the fruit of anxious inquir\', 
but as the illumination of the air is in an instant by the light of 

M 4 
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the morning, so his understanding was enlightened by a pure 
beam from the Father of lights. 

Besides, he had such a knowledge of the Deity, as was suffi
cient for his duty and felicity. His mind did not stick in the 
material part of things, but ascended by the several ranks of 
beings to the universal cause. He discovered the glory of the 
divine essence and attributes by their wonderfiil effects. 

(1.) Almighty power. When he first opened his eyes, the 
stupendous fabric of heaven and earth presented itself to his view, 
and in it the mosi; e::press and clear characters of that glorious 
power which produced it. For wriat couM overcome the infinite 
distance between not being and being, but infinite power? As 
there is no proportion between not being and hieing, so the cause 
which unites those terms, must be without limits. Now the di
vine word alone (which calls the things that are not, as if they 
were) caused the world to rise from the abyss of empty no
thing. "At God's command the heavens and all their host 
were created." And this led him to consider the immensity of 
the divine essence; for infinite power is incompatible with a finite 
essence, and by the consideration of the immensity he might 
ascend to the eternity of God. To be eternal without beginning, 
and infinite without bounds, infer one another, and necessarily 
exist in the same subject. For it is impossible that any thing 
which is formed by another, and hath a beginning, should not be 
limited in its nature by the cause that produced it. Therefore 
the apostle declares, Rom. 1. 20. that the eternal power of God 
is set forth in the creation of the world; joining with the disco
very of his power, that of his eternity. 

(2.) Admirable wisdom appeared to man in the creation. For 
by considering the variety and union, the order and efficacy, the 
beauty and stability of the world, he clearly discerned that wis
dom which so regularly disposed all. It is thus that wisdom 
speaks, Prov. 8. 27, 28, 29. " When he prepared the heavens, 
I was there: when he set a compass upon the face of the depth: 
when he established the clouds above: when he strengthened the 
fountains of the deep: when he gave the sea his decree, that the 
waters should not pass his commandments: when he appointed 
the foundations of the earth; I was with him," contriving all in 
the best manner for ornament and use. The knowledge of this 
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filled his soul with wonder and delight. The psalmist breaks 
forth with astonishment, as one in the midst of innumerable mi
racles, Psal. 104. 24. " O Lord, how manifold are thy works! 
in wisdom hast thou made them all." And if he discovered such 
wonderful and divine wisdom in the works of God, when the vi
gour of the human understanding was so much impaired by the 
fall; how much more did Adam, who perfectly understood uni
versal nature, the offices of its parts, the harmony of the whole, 
and all the just laws of union, by which God hath joined toge
ther such a multitude of beings so distant and disagreeing, and 
how the public peace is preserved by their private enmity? This 
discovery caused him to acknowledge, that " great is the Lord, 
and of great power: his understanding is infinite." 

(3.) Infinite goodness shined forth in the creation. This Is 
the leading attribute, that called forth the rest to work. As 
there was no matter, so no motive to induce God to make the 
world, but what arose from his goodness: for he is an all-suffici
ent being, perfectly blessed in himself. His majesty is not in
creased by the adoration of angels, nor his greatness by the obe
dience of nature; neither was he less happy, or content, in that 
eternal duration before the existence of any creature, than he is 
since. His original fehcity is equally incapable of accession, as 
of diminution. It is evident therefore, that only free and unex-
cited goodness moved him to create all things, that he might im
part being and happiness to the creature, not enrich his own. 

And as by contemplating the other works of God, so especi
ally by reflecting upon himself: Adam had a clear sight of the 
divine attributes which concurred in his creation. Whether he 
considered his lowest part, the body, it was formed of the earth, 
the most artificial and beautiful piece of the visible world. * The 
contrivance of its parts was with that proportion and exactness, 
as most conduced to comeliness and ser\'ice. Its stature was 
erect and raised, becoming the Lord of the creatures, and an ob
server of the heavens. A divine beauty and majesty was shed 
upon it. And this was no vanishing ray, soon eclipsed by a dis
ease, and extinguished by death, but shined in the countenance 
without any declination. The tongue was man's peculiar glory, 

* Difficile est expediie utrum species an utilitas major sit. Lacf. dt Opisi 
Horn. 
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being the interpreter of the mind, and capable to signify all the 
affections of the soul. In short, the body was so framed, as to 
make a visible discovery of the prerogatives of his creation. And 
when he reflected upon his soul that animated his dust, its ex
cellent endowments wherein it is comparable to the angels, its 
capacity of enjoying God himself for ever, he'had an internal and 
most clear testimony of the glorious perfections of his Creator. 
For man, who alone admires the works of God, is the most ad
mirable of all. * 

2. The image of God was resplendent in man's conscience, the 
seat of the practical knowledge, and treasury of moral principles. 
The directive faculty was sincere and uncorrupt, not infected with 
any disguising tincture: it was clear from all prejudices, which 
might render it an incompetent judge of good and evil. It in
structed man in all the parts of his relative obhgations to God> 
and the creatures. It was not fettered and confined, fearfiilly re
straining from what is lawful; nor licentious and indulgent in 
what is forbidden. Briefly, conscience in Adam upright, was a 
subordinate god, that gave laws, and exacted obedience to that 
glorious being who is its superior. 

3. There was a divine impression on the will. Spiritual rea
son kept the throne, and the inferior faculties observed an easy 
and regular subordination to its dictates. The affections were 
exercised with proportion to the quality of their objects. Reason 
was their inviolable rule, love the most noble, and master-affec
tion, which gives being and goodness to all the rest, even to ha
tred itself; (for so much we hate an object, as it hinders our en
joyment of the good we love:) this precious incense was offered 
up to the excellent and supreme being, which was the author of 
his life. Adam fiilly obeyed the first and great command, of lo
ving the Lord with all his heart, soul and strength. His love to other 
things was regulated by his love to God. There was a perfect 
accord between flesh and spirit in him. They both joined in the 
service of God, and were naturally moved to their happiness. As 
the two eyes consent in their motion, so reason and sense agreed 
for the same end. In short, the image of God in Adam, was a 
living, powerful principle, and had the same relation to the soul 
which the soul hath to the body, to animate and order all its 

* Miratur alia homo, cum sit ipse mirator maximum miracnlum. ^ng. 
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faculties in their offices and operations, according to the will of 
his Creator. 

The image of God consisted (though in an inferior degree) 
in the happy state of man. Herein he resembled that infinitely 
blessed being. This happiness had relation to the two natures, 
which enter into man's composition: 

1. To the animal and sensitive, and this consisted in two 
things. 1. In the excellent disposition of his organs. 2. In the 
enjoyment of convenient objects. 

(I.) In the excellent disposition of the organs. His body was 
formed immediately by God, and so not liable to these defects 
which proceed from the weakness of second causes. No blemish, 
or disease, which are the effects and footsteps of sin, were to be 
found in him. His health was not a firail inconstant disposition, 
easily ruined by the jarring elements, but firm and stable. The 
humours were in a just temperament, to prevent any distemper 
which might tend to the dissolution of that excellent frame. 
Briefly, all the senses were quick and lively, able to perform with 
facility, vigour and delight, their operations. 

(2.) There were convenient objects to entertain his sensitive 
faculties. 

He enjoyed nature in his original purity, crowned vrith the be
nediction of God, before it was blasted with the curse. TTie 
world was all harmony and beauty, becoming the goodness of the 
Creator; and not as it is since the fall, disordered and deformed 
in many parts, the effect of his justice. The earth was liberal to 
Adam of all its treasures, the heavens of their light, and sweetest 
influences. He was seated in Eden, a place of so great beauty 
and delight, that it represented the celestial paradise which is 
refiresbed with rivers of pleasure. And as the ultimate end of the 
creatures was to raise his mind, and inflame his heart with the 
love of his great benefactor; so their first and natural use was the 
satisfaction of the senses, from whence the felicity of the animal 
life did proceed. 

2. His supreme happiness consisted in the exercise of his most 
noble facidties on their proper objects. This will appear by con
sidering, that as the spiritual faculties have objects which infi
nitely excel those of the sensitive; so their capacity is more en
larged, their union with objects is more intimate, and their per
ception is with more quickness and vivacity: and thereby are 
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the greatest instruments of pleasure to the rational being. Now 
the highest faculties in man are the understanding and will, and 
their happiness consists in union with God by knowledge and 
love. 

(1.) In the knowledge of God. As the desire of knowledge is 
the most natural to the human soul, so the obtaining of it pro
duces the most noble and sweetest pleasure. And proportionably 
to the degrees of excellency that are in objects, so much of ra
tional perfection and satisfaction accrues to the mind by the 
knowledge of them. The discovery of the works of God greatly 
affected man, yet the excellencies scattered among them are but 
an imperfect and mutable shadow of God's infinite and unchange
able perfections. How much more delightful was it to his pure 
understanding, tracing the footsteps and impressions of God in 
natural things, to ascend to him who is the glorious original of 
all perfections! And though his finite understanding could not 
comprehend the divine excellencies, yet his knowledge was an
swerable to the degrees of revelation wherein God was manifest
ed. He saw the admirable beauty of the Creator through the 
transparent veil of the creatures. And from hence there arose in 
the soul a pleasure pure, solid and satisfying, a pleasure divine; 
for God takes infinite contentment in the contemplation of him
self. 

(2.) The happiness of man consisted in the love of God. It 
was not the naked speculation of the Deity that made him hap
py, but such a knowledge as ravished his affections: for happi
ness results from the fruitions of all the faculties. It is true, that 
by the mediation of the understanding the other faculties have 
access to an object; the will and affections cannot be inclined to 
any thing, but by virtue of an act of the mind which propounds 
it as worthy of them: it follows therefore that when by the dis
covery of the transcendent excellencies in God, the soul is exci
ted to love and to delight in him as its supreme good, it is then 
really and perfectly happy. Now as Adam had a perfect know
ledge of God, so the height of his love was answerable to his 
knowledge, and the completeness of his enjoyment was according 
to his love. All the divine excellencies were amiable to him. 
The majesty, purity, justice, and power of God, which are the 
terror of guilty creatures, secured his happiness whilst he continued 
in his obedience. His conscience was clear and calm, no unquiet 
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fears discomposed its tranquillity, it was the seat of innocence and 
peace. Briefly, his love to God was perfect, (1 John 4. 10.) with
out anv allay of tormenting fear; and delight, its inseparable 
attendant, was pure, without the least mixture of sorrow. 

3. There was in man's dominion and power over the creatures 
a shining part of God's image. He was appointed God's lieute
nant in the world, and adorned with a flower of his crown. God 
gave him the solemn investiture of this dignity, when he brought 
the creatures to receive their names from him, (Psal. 8. 5, 6.) 
which was a mark of their homage, and a token of his supreme 
empire to command them by their names. As this dominion was 
established by the order of God, so it was exercised by the me
diation of the body. In his face and words there was something 
so powerful, as commanded all the hosts of the lower world. 
And as their subjection was most easy without constraint or re-
.sistance, so it was most equal without violence and oppression. 

Thus holy and blessed was Adam in his primitive state. And 
that he might continue so, he was obliged for ever to obey the 
will of God, who bestowed upon him life and happiness. By the 
first neglect of his duty he would most justly and inevitably incur 
the loss of both. This will appear by considering the design of 
God in the creation. 

God did not make the world and man for the mere exercise of 
his power, and so left them; but as the production of all things 
was from his goodness, so their resolution and tendency are for his 
glory. He is as universally the final, as the efficient cause of all 
creatures. For that which receives its being from another, can
not be an end to itself; for the prevision of the end in the mind 
of the Creator sets him a work, and is antecedent to the being 
of the creature. Therefore the wise man tells us, Prov. 16. 4. 
that " God made all things for himself." And the apostle, Rom. 
J l . 36. That " of him, and to him, and through him are all 
things; to whom be glory for ever." The lower rank of crea
tures objectively glorify God, as there is a visible demonstration 
of his excellent attributes in them : man is only qualified to know 
and love the Creator. And as the benefit of all redounds to him, 
it is his duty to pay the tribute for all. By his mouth the world 
makes its acknowledgment to God. He is the interpreter of the 
silent and uninterrupted praises, which the fiill choirs of heaven 
and earth renders to him. O Lord, all thy works praise thee," 
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Psal. 145. 10. (from the most noble to the least worthy) " thy 
saints bless thee." Thankfulness is the homage due from under
standing creatures. 

And from hence it follows, that man only was in a state of 
moral dependance, and capable of a law. For a law being the 
declaration of the superior's will requiring obedience, and threat
ening punishment on the failure thereof, there must be a |)rinci-
ple of reason and choice in that nature that is governed by it. 
1. To discover the authority that enjoins it. 2. To discern the 
matter of the law. 3. To determine itself out of judgment and 
election to obedience, as most excellent in itself, and advantage
ous to the performer. 

Now all inferior creatures are moved by the secret force of 
natural inclinations; they are insensible of moral engagements, 
and are not wrought on in an illuminative way by the foresight of 
rewards and punishments : but man who is a reasonable creature, 
owes " a reasonable service," Rom. 12. 1. Audit is impossi
ble that man should be exempt from a law, for as the notion of 
a God, that is, of the first supreme Being, excludes all possibi
lity of obhgation to another, " Who hath first given to the Lord, 
and it shall be recompensed to him again ?" Rom. 11. 3a. And 
of subjection to a law; for supremacy and subjection are incom
patible ; so the quality of a creature includes the relation of de
pendance and natural subjection to the will of God. This is 
most evident from that common principle which governs the in
telligent creation: it is a moral maxim to which the reasonable 
nature necessarily assents, that the dispensing of benefits acquires 
to the giver a right to command, and lays on the receiver an 
obligation to obey; and these rights and duties are measured by 
the nature of the benefits as their just rule. This is visible in 
that dominion which is amongst men. 

If we ascend to the first springs of human laws, we shall find 
the original right of power to arise either from generation in 
nature, or preservation in war, or some public good accruing to 
the society by the prudent care of the governor. Now the being 
and blessedness of the creature are the greatest and most valu
able benefits that can be received; and in the bestowing of them 
is laid the most real foundation of power and authority. Upon 
this account man, who derives his life and felicity from God, is 
under a natural and strong obligation to comply with his will. 

Still Waters Revival Books - All Rights Reserved - www.PuritanDownloads.com 

http://www.PuritanDownloads.com


C H A P . r. T H E D I V I N E A T T R I B U T E S . 191 

From this right of creation God asserts his nniversal dominion: 
« I have made the earth, and created man upon it, even my 
hands have stretched out the heavens, and all their hosts have I 
commanded," Isa. 45. 12. And the psalmist tells us, Psal. 100. 
3. " Know ye that the Lord he is God, it is he that made us, 
and not we ourselves ; we are his people, and the sheep of his 
pasture." His jurisdiction is grounded on his propriety in man ; 
and that arises from his giving being to him. Isa. 44. 21. " Re
member, O Israel, for thou art my sen'aiit, I have formed thee." 
From hence he hath a supreme right to impose any law, for the 
performance of which man had an original power. Universal 
obedience is the just consequent of our obligations to the divine 
goodness. 

•Suppose that man were not the work of God's hands, yet the 
infinite excellency of his nature gives him a better title to com
mand us, than man hath upon the account of his reason to go
vern those creatures that are inferior to him. Or suppose that 
God had not created the matter of which the body is composed, 
hut only inspired it with a living soul, yet his right over us had 
been unquestionable. * The civil law determines, that when 
an artificer works on rich materials, and the engraving be not of 
extraordinary value, that the whole belongs to him who is the 
dwner of the materials: but if the matter be mean, and the 
workmanship excellent, in which the price wholly lies; as if a 
painter should draw an admirable picture on a piece of canvass, 
the picture of right belongs to him that drew it, instit. Justin. 
So, if according to the error of some philosophers, (Plato) the 
matter of which the world was made had been eternal, yet God 
having infused a reasonable soul into a piece of clay, which is 
the principle of its life, and gives it a transcendent value above 
all other beings which were made of the same element, it is most 
just he should have a property in him, and dominion over him. 

The law of nature, to which man was subject upon his crea
tion, contains those moral principles concerning good and evil, 
which have an essential equity in them, and are the measures of 
his duty to God, to himself, and to his fellow-creatures. This 
was published by the voice of reason, and is " holy, just and 

* Si pins sit pretii in opere quam in materia, dominium est ejus qui spe-
cium fecisset; quoniam quod pluris est, id preraleptia sua qtiud minus est ad 
se trahat. Cennan. 
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good." Rom. 7. 12. Holy, as it enjoins those things wherein 
there is a conformity to those attributes and actions of God which 
are the pattern of our imitation: so the general rule is, " be 
holy, as God is holy, in all manner of conversation," 1 Pê . 1. 
15. And this js most honourable to the human nature. It is 

just, that is exactly agreeable to the frame of man's faculties, 
and most suitable to his condition in the world. And good, that 
is, beneficial to the observer di it; " in keeping of it, there is 
great reward." Psal. 19. 11. And the obligation to it is eternal; 
it being the unchangeable will of God, grounded on the natural 
and unvariable relations between God and man, and between man 
and the creatures. 

Besides the particular directions of the law of nature, this ge
neral principle was planted in the reasonable soul, to obey God 
in any instance wherein he did prescribe his pleasure. 

Moreover, God was pleased to enter into a covenant with 
Adam, and with all his posterity naturally descending fi-om him. 
And this was the effect, 

1. Of admirable goodness: for by his supremacy over man, 
he might have signified his will merely by the way of empire, and 
required obedience; but he was pleased to condescend so far as 
to deal with man in a sweeter maimer, as with a creature capa
ble of his love, and to work upon him by rewards and punish
ments congruously to the reasonable nature. 

2. Of wisdom, to secure man's obedience: for the covenant 
being a mutual engagement between God and man, as it gave 
him infallible assurance of the reward to strengthen his faith, so 
it was the surest bond to preserve his fidelity. It is true, the 
precept alone binds, by virtue of the authority that imposes it, 
but the consent of the creature increases the obligation; it twists 
the cords of the law, and binds more strongly to obedience. 
Thus Adam was God's servant, as by the condition of his nature, 
60 by his choice, accepting the covenant, from which he could 
not recede vrithout the guilt and infamy of the worst perfidi-
ousness. 

The terms of the covenant were becoming the parties con
cemed, God and man; it established an inseparable connexion 
between duty and felicity. This appears by the sanction. Gen. 
2. 17. " In the day thou eatest of the forbidden fiuit, thou shalt 
die:" in that particular species of sin the whole genus is in-
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eluded; according to the apostle's exposition. Gal. 3. 10. 
" Cursed is every one that doth not continue in all the works of 
the law to do them." The threatening of death was expressed, 
it heing more difficult to be conceived: the promise of life upon 
his obedience was implied, and casilj' suggested itself to the ra
tional mind. These were the most proper and powerful motives 
to excite his reason, and affect his will. For death primarily sig
nifies the dissolution of the vital union between the soul and 
body, and consequently all the preparatory dispositions thereunto, 
diseases, pains, and all the affections of mortality, which termi
nate in death as their centre. This is the extremest of temporal 
evils, which innocent nature shrunk from, it being a deprivation 
of that excellent state which man enjoyed. But principally it 
signified the separation of the soul from God's reviving presence, 
who is the only fountain of felicity. Thus the law is interpreted 
by the Lawgiver, " the soul that sins shall die," Ezek. 18. 4. 
Briefly, death in the threatening is comprehensive of all kinds 
and degrees of evils, from the least pain to the completeness of 
damnation. Now, it is an inviolable principle deeply set in the 
human nature, to presei-ve its being and blessedness; so that 
nothing could be a more powerfiil restraint from sin, than the 
fear of death, which is destructive to both. 

This constitution of the covenant was founded not only in the 
will of God, but in the nature of things themselves; and this ap
pears by considering, 

1. That holiness is more excellent in itself, and separately con
sidered, than the reward that attends it. It is the peculiar glory 
of the divine nature, " God is glorious in holiness." And as he 
prefers the infinite purity of his nature, before the immortal 
felicity of his state; so he values in the reasonable creature the 
virtues by which they represent his hoUness, more than their 
perfect contentment by which they are like him in blessedness. 
Now God is the most just esteemer of things, his judgment is 
the infallible measure of their real worth; it is therefore, ac
cording to natural order, that the happuiess of man should de
pend upon his integrity, and the reward be the fruit of his obe
dience. 

And though it is impossible that a mere creature in what state 
soever, should obtain any thing from God by any other title but 
his voluntary promise, the effect of his goodness, yet it was such 
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goodness as God was invited to exercise by the consideration of 
man's obedience. And as the neglect of his duty had discharged 
the obligation on God's part, so the performance gave him a 
claim by right of the promise to everlasting life. 

2. As the first part of the alliance was most reasonable, so 
was the second, that death should be the wages of sin. It is not 
coneeivable that God should continue his favour to man, if he 
turned rebel against him : for this were to disarm the law, and 
expose the authority of the lawgiver to contempt, and would re
flect upon the wisdom of God. Besides, if the reasonable crea
ture violates the law, it necessarily contracts an obligation to 
punishment. So that if the sinner who deserves death, should 
enjoy life, without satisfaction for the offence, or repentance to 
qualify him for pardon, (both which were without the compass 
of the first covenant) this would infringe the unchangeable rights 
of justice, and disparage the divine purity. 

In the first cnveu.int there was a special clause, which re
spected man as the inhabitant of paradise, that he should " not 
cat of the tree of knotvledge of good and evil" upon pain of 
death, Gen. 2. 17. And this prohibition was upon the most wise 
and just reasons. 

1. To declare God's sovereign right in all things. In the 
quality of Creator he is supreme Lord. Man enjoyed nothing 
but by a derived title from his bounty and allowance, and with 
an obligation to render to him the homage of all. As princes, 
whsn they give estates to their su'ujects, still retain the royalty, 
and receive a small rent, which, though inconsiderable in its 
value, is an acknowledgment of dependance upon them : so when 
God placed Adam in paradise, he reserved this mark of his so
vereignty, that in the free use of all other things, man should 
abstain from the forbidden tree. 

2. To make trial of man's obedience in a matter very congni-
ous to discover it. * If the prohibition had been gi'ounded on 
any moral internal evil in the nature of the thing itself, there 
had not been so clear a testimony of God's dominion, nor of 
Adam's subjection to it. But when that which in itself was in¬

* In minimis obedienticB periciilum fnciunt legislatores, quia legislatoris 
art obodieotiam obligantis potius tiabenda est ratio, quam rci de qua lex 
lata est. 
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different, became unlawful merely by the will of God, and when 
the command had no other excellency but to make his authority 
more sacred; this was a confining of man's liberty, and to ab
stain was pure obedience. 

Besides, the restraint was from that which was very grateful, 
an alluring to both the parts of man's compounded nature. The 
sensitive appetite is strongly excited by the lust of the eye; and 
this fruit being beautiful to the sight, (Gen. 3. 6.) the forbear
ance was an excellent exercise of virtue in keeping the lower ap
petite in obedience. Again, the desire of knowledge is extremely 
quick and earnest, and, in appearance, most worthy of the ra
tional nature; nullus animo suavior cibus. Lactant. It is the 
most high and luscious food of the soul. Now the tree of know
ledge was forbidden; so that the observance of the law was the 
more eminent, in keeping the intellectual appetite in mediocrity. 
In short, God required obedience as a sacrifice. For the prohi¬
bition being in a matter of natural pleasure, * and a curb to 
curiosity, which is the lust and concupiscence of the mind after 
things concealed; by a reverend regard to it, man presented his 
soul and body to God as a living sacrifice, which was his reason
able service. Rom. 12. 1. 

* Obiequii gloria est in eo major, quod quia minus yciit. Pfin, 

y 2 
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CHAP. II. 

Man's natural state was mutable. The d.-irii, moved by hatred and envy, 
attempts to seHiic^ him. The temptation ,vas s. • to man's compound
ed nature. The woman being deceived, per . ' • ' hpr bu-haml. The 
quality of the first sin. Many were combined in it. T! was perferily vo
luntary. Man had power to stand. The devil could only alluro, not 
compel him. His understanding; and w'iil the causes of his fall. Tlie pu
nishment was of the same date with his sin He forfeited his rijjhfeoi'.sncsa 
and felicity. The loss of ort.?-ina! righteoM"nfs'J, as it signifies the purity 
«nd liberty of the soul. The ti!r.nent of conscience that was consequent to 
sin. A whole army of evils enter with it into the world. 

IVî AN was created perfectly holy, but in a natural, therefore 
mutable state. He was invested with power to prevent his fall
ing, yet under a possibihty of it. He was complete in his own 
order, but receptive of sinfiil impressions. An invincible perse
verance in holiness belongs to a supernatural state ; it is the pri
vilege of grace, and exceeds the design of the first creation. 

The rebellious spirits, who by a fiirious ambition had raised a 
war in heaven, and were fallen from their obedience and glory, 
designed to corrupt man, and to make him a companion with 
them in their revolt. The most subtile amongst them sets about 
this work, urged by two strong passions, hatred and envy. 

1. By hatred. For being under a final and irrevocable doom, 
he looked on God as an irreconcilable enemy: and not being 
able to injure his essence, he struck at his image: as the fury of 
some beasts discharges itself upon the picture of a man. He 
singled out Adam as the mark of his malice, that by seducing 
him from his duty, he might defeat God's design, which was to 
be honoured by man's free obedience, and so obscure his glory 
as if he had made man in vain. 

2. He was solicited by envy, the first native of hell: for ha
ving lost the favour of God, and being cast out of heaven, the 
region of joy and blessedness, the sight of Adam's felicity exas
perated his grief. That man, who by the condition of his nature, 
was below him, should be prince of the world, whilst he was a 
prisoner under those chains which restrained and tormented 
him, the power and wrath of God, this made his state more in-
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tolerable. His torment was incapable of allay, but by rendering 
man as miserable as himself. And as hatred excited his envy, so 
envy inflamed his hatred, and both joined in mischief. And thus 
pushed on, his subtilty being equal to his malice, he contrives a 
temptation, which might be most taking and dangerous to man in 
his raised and happy state. He attempts him with art, by pro
pounding the lure of knowledge and pleasure, to inveigle the spi
ritual and sensitive appetites at once. And that he might the 
better succeed, he addresses to the woman, the weakest and most 
liable to seduction. He hides himself in the body of a serpent, 
which before sin was not terrible unto her: and by this instru
ment insinuates his temptation. He first allures with the hopes 
of impunity, " ye shall not diethen he promiseth an universal 
knowledge of " good and evil." By these pretences he ruined in
nocence itself. For the woman deceived by those specious allec-
tives, swallowed the poison of the serpent, and having tasted 
death, she persuaded her husband, by the same motives, to de
spise the law of their Creator. Thus sin entered, and brought 
confusion into the world. For the moral harmony of the world 
consisting in the just subordination of the several ranks of beings 
to one another, and of all to God; when man who was placed 
next to God broke the union, his fall brought a desperate disorder 
into God's government. 

And though the matter of the offence seems small, yet the dis
obedience was infinitely great; it behig the transgression of that 
command, which was given to be the instance and real proof of 
man's subjection to God. Totam legem violanit in illo kgalis 
obediential pra:cepto. Tertul. The honour and majesty of the 
whole law was violated in the breach of that symbolical precept. 
It was a direct and formal rebellion, a public renunciation of 
obedience, an universal apostacy from God, and change of the 
last end, that extinguished the habit of original righteousness. 
Many sins were combined in that single act. 

1. Infidelity: this was the first step to ruin. It appears by the 
order of the temptation: it was first said by the devil, " ye shall 
not die," to weaken their faith; then, " ye shall be like gods," to 
flatter their ambition. The fear of death would have controlled 
the efficacy of all his arguments; till that restraint was broke, he 
could fasten nothing upon them. This account the apostle gives 
of the fall, 1 Tim. 2. 14. " The woman being deceived, was in 
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the transgression." As obedience is the effect of faith, so disobe
dience of infidehty: and as faith comes by hearing the word of 
God, so infidehty by Hstening to the words of the devil. From 
the deception of the mind proceeded the depravation of the will, 
the intemperance of the appetite, and the defection of the whole 
man. Thus as the natural, so the spiritual death made its first 
entrance by the * eye. And this infidelity is extremely aggrava
ted, as it implies an accusation of God both of envy and false
hood. 

1. Of envy; as if he had denied them the perfections becoming 
the human nature, and they might ascend to a higher orb than 
that wherein they were placed, by eating the forbidden fruit. 
And what greater disparagement could there be of the divine 
goodness, than to suspect the Deity of such a low and base pas
sion, which is the special character of the angels of darkness? 

2. It was equally injurious to the honour of God's truth. For 
it is not easy to conceive, that Adam, who was so lately the ef
fect of God's omnipotence, should presently distrust it as unable 
to inflict the punishment threatened, but his assent was weaken
ed as to the truth of the threatening: he did not believe the dan
ger to be so great or certain upon his disobedience. And he that 
"believes not God, makes him a liar." 1 John 5. 16. An impie
ty not to be thought on without horror. And that which heightens 
the affront, is, that when he distrusted the fountain of tmth, he 
gave credit to the father of lies; as appears by his compliance, 
the real evidence of his faith. Now what viler contumely could 
be offered to the Creator ? 

2. Prodigious pride: + fie Vi'as scarce out of the state of no
thing, no sooner created, but he aspired to be as God. Not con
tent with his image, he affected an equality, to be like him in his 
inimitable attributes. He would rob God of his eternity to live 
without end; of his sovereignty, to command without depend
ance; of his wisdom to know all things without reserve. Infinite 
insolence! and worthy of the most fiery indignation! That man, 
the son of the earth, forgetful of his original, should usurp the 
prerogatives which are essential to the Deity, and set up himself 

• Primi in homine monentur oculi, Plin. 
+ The promise of the tempter that they should not die, encouraged him to 

believe that he should enjoy an immortality, not depending on God's will, 
but absolute; which is proper to God alone. 
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a real idol, was a strain of that arrogancy which corrupted the 
aiigeis. 

3. Horrid ingratitude: he was appointed heir apparent of all 
things; yet undervaluing his present portion, he entertains a pro
ject of improving his happiness. The excellent state newly con
ferred upon him, was a stroiig obligation to pay so small an ac
knowledgment to his Lord. The use of all the garden was al
lowed to hiiu, only a tree excepted. * Now in the midst of such 
variety and plenty, to be inflamed with the intemperate appetite 
of the forbidden fruit, and to break a coniKiand so ecjual and 
easy, what was it but a despising the rich goodness of liis great 
benefactor? Besides, man was endued with a diviner spirit than 
the inferior order of creatures: reason and liberty were the spe
cial privileges of his nature; and, to abuse them to rebellion, ren
ders him, as more unreasonable, so more disingenuous than the 
creatures below him, who inflexibly obey the will of God. 

4. The visible contempt of God's majesty, with a slighting his 
justice. For the prohibition was so express and terrible, that till 
he had cast off all respects to the Lawgiver, it was not possible 
he should venture to disobey him. The sin of Adam is therefore 
called by the apostle, disobediciiee, Rom. 5. 19. as eminently 
such; it being the first and highest instance of it, and virtually a 
breach of all the laws' at once in that contempt of the Lawgiver. 
It was the profianation of paradise itself, the place of God's spe
cial presence: there he fell, and trampled on God's command be
fore his face. What just ĉ use of astonishment is it, that a rea
sonable creature should bid open defiance to the Author of its 
life! That a little breathing dust should contemn its Creator! 
That man should prefer servile compliance to the will of the 
tempter, before free subjection to his father and sovereign! To 
depose God, and place the devil in his throne, was double trea
son, and provoked his infinite jealousy. 

5. Unaccountable and amazing folly. What a despicable ac
quisition tempted him out of happuiess! If there had been any 
possible comparison between-them, the choice had been more 

• Praeceptiim de uno cibi genere Don edendo ubi alioruin tanta copi.i Biib*-
jacebat, tain leve ad observandum, tam breve ad meinoria relinendum, ubi 
prieserlim nouduni vuluntali cupidilas resijiebat, tanto majuri i. justUia vio-
latum est, quanto faciliori posses cbservautia custudiri. ^t;g. de civit, Dei 
Ui. 14. 
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excusable. But that the pleasures of taste and curiosity should 
outvie the favour of God which is better than life; that the most 
pernicious evil, gilded with the thin appearance of good, should 
be preferred before the substautial and supreme good, is the re
proach of his reason, and makes the choice so criminal. And 
what less than voluntary madness could incline him to desire 
that, which he ought infinitely to have feared, that is, tbe know
ledge of evil ? for nothing could destroy his happiness but the ex
perience of evil. Wliat a wilfiil distraction could induce him to 
believe, that by defacing God's image, he should become more 
like him ? Thus " man being in honour, but without under
standing, became like the beasts that perish." Psal. 49. 12. 

6. A bloody cruelty to himself, and to all his posterity. When 
God had made him a depository, in a matter of infinite moment, 
that is, of his own happiness, and all mankind's, this should have 
been a powerful motive to have kept him vigilant: but giving a 
ready ear to the tempter, he betrayed his trust, and, at once, 
breaks both the tables of the law, and becomes guilty of the 
highest impiety and cruelty. He was a murderer before a pa
rent, he disinherited all his children before they were born, and 
made them slaves before they knew the price of liberty. 

And that which increases the malignity. of this sin, and adds 
an infinite emphasis to it, is, that it was perfectly voluntarŷ  his 
will was the sole cause of his fall. And this is evident by consi
dering; 

1. That Adam innocent had a sufficient power to persevere in 
his holy state. There was no substraction of any grace which 
was requisite to his standing; he left God befor̂  he was forsaken 
by him. * Much less was there any internal impulsion from 
God. It is inconsistent with the divine purity to incline the 
creature to sin: as God cannot be tempted to evil, neither tempts 
he any man. It is injurious to his wisdom, to think that God 
would spoil that work, which he had composed with so much de
sign and counsel. And it is dishonourable to his goodness; he 
loved his creature, and love is an inclination to do good; it was 
impossible therefore for God to induce man to sin, or to withdraw 
that power which was necessary to resist the temptation, when 
the consequence must be his inevitable ruin. 

• Deseruit, & desertus est. Aug. 
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2. The devil did only allure, he could not ravish his consent. 
Though his malice is infinite, yet his power is so restrained, that 
he cannot fasten an immediate, much less an irresistible impres
sion on the will: * He therefore made use of an external object 
to invite him. Now objects have no constraining force, they are 
but partial agents, and derive all their efficacy from the faculties 
to which they are agreeable. And although since sin hath dis
ordered the flesh, there is difficulty in resisting those objects 
which pleasantly insinuate themselves; yet such an universal rec
titude was" in Adam, and so entire a subjection in the sensual ap
petite to the superior power of reason, that he might have ob
tained an t easy conquest. A resolute negative had made him 
victorious: by a strong denial he had baffled that proud spirit. 
As the heavenly Adam, when he, who is only rich in promises, 
offered to him the monarchy of the world with all its glory, dis
dained the offer, and cast off satan with contempt. The true 
rock was unmoved, and broke all the proud waves that dashed 
against it. 

3. It will fully appear that the disobedience was voluntary, by 
considering what denominates an action to be so. The two 
springs of human actions are the understanding and will; and as 
there is no particular good but may have the appearance of some 
difficult unpleasant quality annexed, ujjon which account the will 
may reject it; so any particular evil may be so disguised by the 
false lustre of goodness, as to incline the will to receive it. This 
is clearly verified in Adam's fall. For a specious object was con
veyed through the unguarded sense to his fancy, and from that to 
his understanding, which, by a vicious carelessness, neglecting to 
consider the danger, or judging that the excellency of the end 
did out-weigh the evil of the means, commended it to the will, 
and that resolved to embrace it. It is evident therefore, that the 
action which resulted from the direction of the mind, and the 
choice of the will, was absolutely free. 

Besides, as the regret that is mixed with an action, is a cer
tain character that the person is under constraint; so the de
light that attends it is a clear evidence that he is free. When 

• In merito examinanda veninnt, causa quae impulit, causa quae retrahere 
debuit, & personae idonietas ad ntrumque. Grot, 

+ Quanto potestas vitandi fuit facilior, tantocontnmaciae crimine oneratur. 
DifGcilium facilis venia, Tertul, 1, 2. ad uxor. 
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the appetite is drawn by the lure of pleasure, Jam, 1. 14, the 
more violent, the more voluntary is its motion. Now the repre
sentations of the forbidden fruit were under the notion of plea
sure The woman saw the "fruit was good for food, that is, 
pleasurable to the palate, and " pleasant to the eyes, and to be 
desired to make one wise," Gen. 3, 6. That is, to increase 
knowledge, which is the pleasure of the mind, and these allec-
tivcs draw her into the snare. Adam with complacency received 
the temptation, and by the enticement of satan, committed adul
tery with the creature, from whence the cursed race of sin and 
miseries proceed. 

Suppose the devil had so disguised the temptation, that not
withstanding all circumspection and care, Adam could not have 
discovered its evil; his invincible ignorance had rendered the ac
tion involuntary: but Adam was conscious of his own action, 
there was light in his mind to discern the evil, and strength in 
his will to decUne it. For the manner of the defection, whether 
it was from affected ignorance, or secure neglect, or transport of 
passion, it doth not excuse; the action itself was of that moment, 
and the supreme Lawgiver so worthy of reverence, that it should 
have awakened all the powers of his soul to beware of that which 
was rebellion against God, and ruiu to himself. 

Or suppose he had been tried by torments, whose extremitv 
and continuance had vehemently oppressed his nature; this had 
only lessened the guilt, the action had still been voluntary: for 
no external force can compel the will to choose any thing but un
der the notion of comparative goodness. Job 36. 21. Now to 
choose sin rather than pains, and to prefer ease before obedience, 
is highly dishonourable to God, whose glory ought to be infinite
ly more valuable to us than life, and all its endearments. And 
though sharp pains, by composing the body, make the soul unfit 
for its highest and noblest operations, so that it cannot perform 
the acts of virtue with delight and freedom; yet then it may ab
stain from evil. But this was not Adam's case: the devil had no 
power over him (as over Job, who felt the extremity of his rage, 
and yet came off more than conqueror) to disturb his felicity, he 
prevailed by a simple suasion. Briefly, though Adam had 
strength sufficient to repel all the powers of darkness, j'ct he was 
vanquished by the assault of a single temptation. Now that man 
so richly furnished with all the perfections of the mind, and the 
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excellent virtues of which origninal righteousness was composed; 
that endued with knowledge to foresee the incomparable evil that 
would redound to himself, and the universal to his posterity by 
his disobedience; that being so well tempered in his constitution, 
that all his appetites were subject to reason; that notwithstand
ing these preservatives, he should be deceived by the false per
suasion of an eriing mind, and overcome by carnal concupiscence, 
as the evil effects of it will not cease to the end of the world, nor 
the just wonder how it was possible to happen: these are the cir
cumstances which derive a crimson-guilt to his rebellious sin, and 
render it above measure sinful. 

This will more fiilly appear in the dreadful effects that ensued. 
By his disobedience he lost original righteousness, and made a 
deadly forfeiture of felicity. 

I. He lost original righteousness: for that so depended on the 
human faculties, that the actual violation of the law was present
ly attended with the privation of it. Besides, the nature of his 
sin contained an entire forsaking of God, as envious of his hap
piness, and a conversion to the creature as the supreme good. 
And whatever is desired as the last end perfective of man, virtu
ally includes all subordinate ends, and regulates all means for ob
taining it. So that that being changed, a universal change of 
moral qualities in Adam necessarily followed. Instead of the 
rectitude and excellent holiness of the soul, succeeded a perma
nent viciousness and corruption. Now holiness may be consi
dered in the notion of purity and beauty, or of dominion and li
berty, in opposition to which sin is represented in scripture by 
foul deformity and sei-vitude. 

(1.) His soul degenerated from its purity; the faculties re
mained, but the moral perfections were lost, wherein the bright
ness of God's image was most conspicuous. The holy wisdom of 
his mind, the divine love, that sanctified his will, the spiritual 
power, to obey God, were totally quenched. How is niau disfi
gured by his fall! How is he transformed, in an instant, from 
the image of God into the image of the devil! He is defiled 
with the filthiness of flesh and spirit; he is ashamed at the sight 
of his own nakedness that reproached him for his crime; but 
the most shamefiil was that of the soul: the one might be cover
ed with leaves, the other nothing could conceal. To see a face 
of exquisite beauty devoured by a cancer, how doth it move com-
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passion? But were the natural eye heightened, to that clearness 
and perspicacity, as to discover the deformity which sin hath 
brought upon the soul, how would it strike us with grief, horror 
and aversion ? 

(2.) He was deprived of his dominion and liberty: the under
standing was so wounded by the violence of the fall, that not on
ly its light is much impaired, but its power is so weakened, as to 
the lower faculties, that those, which according to the order of 
nature, should obey, have cast off its just authority, and usurp the 
government. The will hath lost its true freedom, whereby it was 
enlarged to the extent and amplitude of the divine will, in loving 
whatsoever was pleasing to God, and is contracted to mean and 
base objects. What a fiirious disorder is in the affections? The 
restraint of reason to check their violent course, provokes them 
to swell higher, and to be more impetuous; and the more they 
are gratified, the more insolent and outrageous they grow. 

The senses, whase office is to be intelligencers of the soul, to 
make discovery, and to give a naked report, without disturbing 
the higher faculties, they sometimes mistake disguised enemies 
for friends; and sometimes by a false alarm move the lower ap
petites, and fill the soul with disorder and confusion, that the 
voice of reason caimot be heard. By the irritation of grief, the 
insinuation of pleasure, or some other perturbation, the soul is 
captivated and wounded through the senses. In short, when 
man turned rebel to God, he became a slave to all the creatures. 
By their primitive institution they were appointed to be subser
vient to the glory of God, and the use of man, to be motives of 
love and obedience to the Creator: but sin hath corrupted and 
changed them into so many instruments of vice, they " are made 
subject to vanity." Rom. 8. 20. And man is so far sunk into 
the dregs of servitude, that he is subject to them. For by forsa
king God, the supreme object of love, with as much injustice as 
folly, and choosing the creature in his stead, he becomes a ser
vant to the meanest thing upon which he places an inordinate af
fection. 

Briefly, man, who by his creation was the Son of God, is 
made a slave to satan that damned spirit and most eursed crea
ture. Deplorable degradation I and worthy of the deepest shame 
and sorrow. 

2. Man lost his felicity. Besides the trouble that sin hath in 
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its own nature, which I have touched on before, there is a con
sequent guilt and torment attends it. Adam whilst obedient en
joyed peace with God, a sweet serenity of mind, a divine calm in 
the conscience, and full satisfaction in himself. But after his 
sin, he trembled at God's voice, and was tormented at his pre
sence. " I heard thy voice, and was afraid," saith guilty Adam, 
Gen. 3. 10. He looked on God as angry, and armed against 
him, ready to execute the severe sentence. Conscience began an 
early hell within him: paradise with all its pleasures could not 
secure him from that sting iir his breast, and that sharpened by 
the hand of God. What confusion of thoughts, what a combat 
of passions was he in ? When the temptation which deceived 
him vanished, and his spirit recovered out of the surprise, and 
took a clear view of his guilt in its true horror, what indignation 
did it kindle in his breast? How did shame, sorrow, revenge, 
despair, those secret executioners, torment his spirit? The in
telligent nature, his peculiar excellency above the brutes, armed 
misery against him, and put a keener edge to it: I . by reflecting 
upon the foolish exchange he made of God himself for the fruit 
of a tree; that so slender a temptation should cheat him of his 
blessedness. His present misery is aggravated by the sad com
parison of it with his primitive felicity. Nothing remains of his 
first innocence, but the vexatious regret of having lost it. 2. By 
the foresight of the death he deserved. The conscience of his 
crimes racked his soul with the certain and fearfiil expectation of 
judgment. 

Besides the inward torment of his mind, he was exposed to 
all miseries from without. Sin having made a breach into the 
world, the whole army of evils entered with it; the curse extends 
itself to the whole creation. For the world being made for man, 
the place of his residence, in his punishment it hath felt the 
effects of God's displeasure. The whole course of nature is set on 
fire. Whereas a general peace and amicable correspondence were 
established between heaven and earth, whilst all were united in 
subjection to the Creator : sin that broke the first union between 
God and man, hath ruined the second. As in a state when one 
part of the subjects fall from their obedience, the rest which are 
constant in their duty, break wth the rebels, and make war up
on them till they return to their allegiance: so universal nature 
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was armed against rebellious man, and had destroyed him with
out the merciful interposition of God. 

The angels with flaming swords expelled him from paradise. 
The beasts who were all iiniocent, whilst man remained innocent, 
espouse God's interest, and are ready to revenge the quarrel of 
their Creator. The "insensible creation which at first was alto
gether beneficial to man, is become Imrtfiil. The heavens some
times are hardened as brass in a long and obstinate serenity: 
sometimes are dissolved in a deluge of rain : the earth is barren, 
and unfaithfiil to the sower, " it brings forth thorns and thistles" 
instead of bread. Gen. 3. 17, 18. In short, man is an enemy to 
man. V̂hen there were but two brothers to divide the world, 
the one stained his hands in the blood of the other. And since 
the progeny of Adam is increased into vast societies, all the dis
asters of the world, as famine, pestilence, deluges, the fiiry of 
beasts have not been so destructive of mankind, as the sole ma
lignity of man against those that partake of the human nature. * 

To conclude, who can make a list of the evils to which the 
body is liable by the disagreeing elements that compose it ? The 
fatal seeds of corruption are bred in itself. It is a prey to all 
diseases, from the torturing stone to the dying consumption. It 
feels the strokes of death a thousand times before it can die once. 
At last, Ufe is swallowed up of death. And if death were a de
liverance from miseries, it would lessen its terror, but it is the 
consummation of all. The first death transmits to the second. 
As the body dies by the soul's forsaking it, so the soul, by sepa-
tion from God, its true life, dies to its well being and happiness 
for ever. 

• Ferarum iste coDventus est, nisi qiiod illae inter se placidse sont, morsn-
que simiiium abstinent, hi inutua laceratione satiantur. Seneca de Jra. 
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CHAP. HI. 

All mankind is involved in Adam's guilt, and under the penal consequenrei 
tliat folliiw upon it. Adam, the natural and moral principle of mankind. 
An hereditary corruption is transmitted to all that are propagated from 
him. The account the scripture gives of the conveyance of it. I t is an in
nate habit. It is universal. Corrupt nature contains the seeds of all sins, 
though they do not shoot forth together. I t is voluntary and culpable. 
The permission of the fall is suitable to the wisdom, holiness, and goodness 
of Cod. The imputation of Adam's sin to his posterity is consistent with 
(jod's justice. 

THE rebellion of the first man against the great Creator was a 
sin of universal efficacy, that derives a guilt and stain to mankind 
ill all ages of the world. The account the scripture gives of it, 
is grounded on the relation which all men have to Adam, as their 
natural and moral principle. 

1. Their natural. God created one man in the beginning, 
from whom all others derive their beings: and that the unity 
might be the more entire, he formed of him that aid which was 
necessary for the communicating his kind to the world. " He 
made of one blood all nations of men, to dwell on the face of the 
earth." Acts 17. 26. And as the whole race of mankind was 
virtually in Adam's loins, so it was presumed to give virtual con
sent to what he did. When he broke, all suffered shipwreck, 
that were contained in him as their natural original. The angels 
were created immediately and distinctly, without dependance up
on one another, as to their original; therefore when a great 
number revolted from God, the rest were not complicated in 
their sin and ruin. But when the universal progenitor of men 
sinned, there was a conspiracy of all the sons of Adam in that 
rebellion, and not one subject left in his obedience. 

2. He was the moral principle of mankind. In the first treaty 
between God and man, Adam was considered not as a single per
son, but as caput gentis, and contracted for all his descendants 
by ordinary generation. His person was the fountain of theirs, 
and his will the representative of theirs. From hence his vast 
progeny became a party in the covenant, and had a title to the 
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benefits contained in it upon his obedience, and was Hable to the 
curse upon his violation of it. Upon this ground the apostle in
stitutes a parallel between Adam and Christ, Rom. 5. 19. "That 
as by one man's disobedience, many were made sinners, so by the 
obedience of one, many were made righteous." As Christ in 
his death on the cross did not suffer as a private person, but as a 
surety and sponsor representing the whole church ; according to 
the testimony of scripture, " If one died for all, then all were 
dead," I Cor. 5. 15. so the first " Adam, who was the figure of 
him that was to come," Rom. 5. 14. in his disobedience was 
esteemed a public person representing the whole race of mankind; 
and by a just law it was not restrained to himself, but is the sin 
of the common nature. Adam broke the first link in the chain, 
whereby mankind was united to God, and all the other parts 
which depended upon it are necessarily separated from him. 
From hence the scripture saith, that " by nature we are children 
of wrath," Ephes. 2. 3. that is, liable to punishment, and that 
hath relation to guilt. 

And of this we have convincing experience in the common evils 
which afflict mankind, before the commission of any actual sin. 
The cries of infants who are only eloquent to grief, but dumb to 
all things else, discover that miseries attend them. The tears 
which are bom with their eyes, signify they are come into a state 
of sorrow. How many troops of deadly diseases are ready to seize 
on them immediately after their entrance into the world? which 
are the apparent effects of God's displeasure, and therefore argue 
man to be guilty of some great crime from his birth. * The ig
norance of this made the heathens accuse nature, and blaspheme 
God under that mask, as less kind and indulgent to man than to 
the creatures below him. They are not under so hard a law of 
coming into the world. They are presently instmcted to swim, 
to fly, to mn for their preservation. They are clothed by na
ture, and their habits grow in proportion with their bodies, some 
with feathers, some with wool, others with scales, which are 
both habit and armour : but man who is alone sensible of shame, 
is bom naked, and though of a more delicate temper, is more 
exposed to injuries by distempered seasons, and utterly unable to 

* Ut non sit SEstimare parens melior homini, an trislior noverca fuerit: 
Prin. PreU I. 7. 
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repel or avoid the evils that encompass him. Now the account 
the scripture gives of original sin silences all these complaints. 
Man is a transgressor from the womb; and how can he expect a 
favourable reception into the empire of an offended God ? Briefly, 
sometimes death enters into the retirements of nature, and 
changes the womb into a grave; which proves, that as soon as 
we partake of the human nature, we are guilty of the sin that is 
common to it; " for the wages of sin is death." Rom. 6. 23. 
Adam, in his innocent state, had the privilege of immortality, 
but by him " sin entered into the world, and death by sin, and 
so death passed upon all men," Rom. 5. 12, 14, 17. as a just 
sentence upon the guilty, for that all men have sinned. 

2. An hereditary corruption is transmitted to all that naturally 
descend from him. If Adam had continued in his obedience, the 
spiritual as well as the natural life had been conveyed to his chil
dren ; but, for his rebellion he lost his primitive rectitude, and 
contracted an universal corruption; which he derives to all his 
posterity. And as in a disease there is a defect of health, and a 
distemper of the humours that affects the body; so in the de
pravation of nature, there is not the mere want of holiness, but 
a strong proclivity to sin. This privation of original righteous
ness, considered as a sin, is naturally from Adam, the principle 
of lapsed and cormpt nature : but, as a punishment, it is merito
riously from him, and falls under the ordination of divine justice. 
Man cast it away, and God righteously refiises to restore it. It 
is a solicitous impertinency, to inquire nicely about the manner 
of conveying this universal corruption. For the bare knowledge 
of it is ineffectual to the cure. And what greater folly than to 
make our own evils the object of simple speculation ? I shall 
consider only that general account of it which is set down in the 
scripture. 

It is the universal and unchangeable law of nature, that every 
thing produce its like, not only in regard of the same nature, 
that is propagated from one individual to another, without a 
change of the species, but in respect of the qualities with which 
that nature is eminently affected. This is visible in the several 
kinds of creatures in the world, they all preser̂ 'e the nature of 
the principle from whence they are derived, and retain the vein 
of their original, the quality of their extraction. Thus our Sa
viour tells us. Mat. 7. 18. that " the fiuit partakes of the rot-

Still Waters Revival Books - All Rights Reserved - www.PuritanDownloads.com 

http://www.PuritanDownloads.com


210 T H E HARMONY O F CHAP. I I I . 

tenness of the tree:" and " whatever is bom of the flesh, is 
flesh." John. 3. 6. The title of flesh doth not signify the mate
rial part of our humanit)', but the cormption of sin with which 
the whole nature is infected. This is evident by the description 
the apostle gives of it; " that the flesh is not subject to the law 
of God," Rom. 8. 7. and that which aggravates the evil is, that 
it cannot be. Siniul cormption is expressed by this title, partly 
in regard it is transmitted by the way of carnal propagation; 
" Behold, I was shapen in iniquity, and in sin did my mother 
conceive me." Psal. 51.5. And partly in regard it is exercised 
by the carnal members. This cormption is a poison so subtle, 
that it pierces into all the powers of the soul; so contagious, that 
it infects all the actions; so obstinate, that only omnipotent grace 
can heal it. More particularly, 

1. It is an innate habit, not merely acquired by imitation. 
The root of bitterness is planted in the human nature, and pro
duces its fmits in the various seasons of life. No age is free from 
its working; " Every imagination of the thoughts of man's heart 
is only evil, and continually evil." Gen. 6. 5. We see this 
verified in children, when the most early acts of their reason, and 
the first instances of their apprehension are in sin. If we ascend 
higher, and consider man in his infant state, the vicious inclina
tions which appear in the cradle, the violent motions of anger 
which disturbs sucklings, their endeavour to exercise a weals 
revenge on those that displease them, convince us that the cor
raption is natural, and proceeds from an infected original. 

2. As it is natural, so universal. " Who can bring a clean 
thing out of an unclean ?" Job 14. 14. That is, how can a 
righteous person be bom of a sinner ? The answer is peremptory. 
Not one. The fountain was poisoned in Adam, and all the 
streams partake of the infection. All that are derived from him 
in a natural way, and have a relation to him as their common 
father, are sharers in this depravation. What difference soever 
there is in their climates, colours, and external conditions of life, 
yet the blood from whence they spring taints them all. 

3. Cormpt nature is pregnant with the seeds of all sin, though 
they do not shoot forth together: and for this several accounts 
may be given. 1. Though all sins agree in their cause and end, 
yet some are contrary in their exercise. 2. The human spirit is 
rot capable of many passions in their height at the same time; 
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and it is the art of our spiritual enemies to suit their temptations 
to the capacity of man. 3. As the same poison produces diffe
rent effects in different bodies, according to those various hu
mours which are predominant in them ; so the same corruption 
of nature works variously according to the different tempers of 
men. For though the conception of sin depends immediately 
upon the soul, yet to the bringing of it forth the concurrence of 
the external faculties is requisite. Thus a voluptuary wlio is re
strained fiom the gross acts of sensuality by a disease, or age, 
may be as vicious iii his desires, as another who follows the per
nicious swing of his appetite, having a vigorous complexion. 
Briefly, tlie variety of circumstances by which the inward cor
ruption is excited and drawn forth, makes a great difference as to 
the open and visible acts of it. Thus an ambitious person who 
uses clemency to accomplish his design, would exercise cruelty if 
it were necessary to his end. 

It is true, some are really more temperate, and exempted from 
the tyranny of the flesh than others. Cicero was more virtuous 
than Catiline, and Socrates than Aristophanes: but these are 
privileged persons, in whom the efficacy of divine providence 
either by forming them in the womb, or in their education, or by 
conducting them in their mature age, hath corrected the malig
nity of nature. " All men have sinned, and come short of the 
glory of God's image;" Rom. 3. 23. And that sin breaks not 
forth so outrageously in some as in others, the restraint is from an 
higher principle than common and corrupt nature. 

4 . This corruption though natural, 3'et it is voluntary and cul
pable. 

I. In some respects it is voluntary: I. in its principle and 
cause, the will of Adam that orignally was ours. All habits re
ceive their character from those acts by which they are produ
ced ; and as the disobedience of Adam was voluntary, so is the 
depravation that sprung from it. 2. It is inherent in the will. If 
Adam had derived a leprosy to all men, it were an involuntary 
evil; because the diseases of the body are foreign to the soul • 
but when the corruption invades the internal faculties, it is deno
minated from the subject wherein it is seated. 3. It is volunta
ry in its effects, the numberless actual sins proceeding from it: 
and if the acts that freely flow from this corruption are yoluntarvj 
the principle must be of the same nature. 

o 2 
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2. It is culpable. The formality of sin consists in its opposi
tion to the law, according to the definition of the apostle, " sin 
is a transgression of the law." Now the law requires an entire 
rectitude in all the faculties. It condemns corrupt inclinations, 
the originals as well as the acts of sin. Besides, concupiscence 
was not inherent in the human nature in its creation, but was 
contracted by the fall. The soul is stripped of its native righ
teousness and holiness, and invested with contrary qualities. 
There is as great a difference between the corruption of the soul 
in its degenerate state, and its primitive purity, as between the 
loathsomeness of a carcasŝ  and the beauty of a living body. Sad 
change! and to be lamented with tears of confiision. 

That the siii of Adam should be so fatal to all his posterity, is 
the most difficult part in the whole order of divine providence. 
Nothing more offends carnal reason, which forms many specious 
objections against it. I will briefly consider them. 

Since God saw that Adam would not resist the temptation, 
and that upon his fall the whole race of mankind, which he sup
ported as the foundation, would sink into ruin, why did he not 
confirm him against it? Was it not within his power, and more 
suitable to his wisdom, holiness and goodness ? 

To this I answer, 
1. The divine power could have preserved man in his integri

ty, either by laying a restraint on the apostate angels, that they 
should never have made an attempt upon him; or by keeping the 
understanding waking and vigilant to discover tlie danger of the 
temptation, and by fortifying the will, and rendering it impene
trable to the fiery darts of satan, without any prejudice to its 
freedom. For that doth not consist in an absolute indifference, 
but in a judicious and deliberate choice; so that when the soul is 
not led by a blind instinct, nor forced by a foreign power, but 
embraces what it knows and approves, it then enjoys the most 
true liberty. * Thus, in the glorified spirits above, by the fiill 
and constant light of the mind, the will is indeclinably fixed up
on its supreme good, and this is its crovra and perfection. 

2. It was most suitable to the divine wisdom, to leave man to 

• Quando anima tanta satiabitnr visione, & tanta inflammabitur charitate 
anperioris boni, ut ad seipsara sibi placeodo deficere ab iUius delectione non 
possit. Au^, lib. 4. cont. Jul. 
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Stand or fall by his own choice; 1. To discover the necessary 
dependance of all second causes upon the first. No creature is 
absolutely impeccable, but the most perfect is liable to imper
fection. He that is essentially, is only unchangeably good. In
finite goodness alone excludes all possibility of receiving corruu-
tion. T\\e fall of angels and man convinces us, that there is dne 
sole Being immutably pure and holy, on whom all depend, and 
without whose influence they cannot be, or must be eternally 
miserable. 

2. It was very fit that Adam should be first in a stale of trial, 
before he was confirmed in his happiness. The reason of it is 
clear, he was left to his own judgment and election, that obe
dience might be his choice, and in the performance of it he might 
acquire a title to the reward. A determinating viitue over him 
had crossed the end of his creation, which was to glorify God 
in such a free manner. Therefore in paradise there were amiable 
objects to allure the lower faculties, before they were disordered 
by him. The forbidden fruit had beauty to invite the eye, and 
sweetness to delight the palate. And if upon the competition 
of the sensual with the intellectual good, he had rejected the one 
and chose the other, he had been raised to an unchangeable 
state; his innocence had been crowned with perseverance. As 
the angels who continued in their duty, when the rest revolted, 
are finally established in their integrity and felicity. And the 
apostle gives us an account of this order, when he tells us, 1 
Cor. 15. 46. " That was first which was natural, then that which 
is spiritual and supernatural." Man was created in a stale of 
perfection, but it was natural, therefore mutable; (he confirm
ing of him immediately had been grace, which belongs to a more 
excellent dispensation. Now to bring man from not being to a 
supernatural state, without tiial of the middle state of nature, 
was not so congruous to the divine wisdom. 

S. The permission of the fall doth not reflect on the divine 
purity; for, 

1. Man was made upright; he had no inward corruption to 
betray him ; there was antidote enough in his nature to expel the 
strongest temptation. 

2. God was not bound lo hinder the commission of sin : it is a 
true maxim, that in debitis causa deficiens ejjfidit moraliter : but 
God is not onlv free from subjection to a law, as having no su-

o 3 

Still Waters Revival Books - All Rights Reserved - www.PuritanDownloads.com 

http://www.PuritanDownloads.com


214 T H E HARMONY OP CHAP, I I I . 

perior, but was under no voluntary obligation by promise to 
preveiit the fall; 

3. Neither doth that first act of sin reflect on God's unspotted 
providence which suflered it, as if sin were in any degree allowed 
by him. The holy law wtiich God gave to direct man, the ler-
rifele threatening annexed to warn him, declare his irreconcilable 
hatred against siu. He permits innumerable sins every day, yet 
he is as jealous of the honour of his holiness now, as in the be
ginning. It is the worst impiety for the sinner to " think God 
like himself," Psal. 50.21. as if he took complacency in sin, 
because he is silent for a time, and suffers the commission of it. 
In the nest state he will fully vindicate his glory, and convince 
the whole world of his eternal aversion to sin, by inflicting on 
sinners the most dreadful and durable torments. 

3. The goodness of God is not disparaged by permitting the 
fall : this appears by considering, 

1. That God bestowed on man an excellent being, and a 
happiness that might satisfy his nature, considered as human, or 
holy. But he perverted the favours of God to his dishonour, 
and this doth not lessen the goodness that gave them. It is un
reasonable to judge of the value of a benefit, by the ungrateful 
abuse of the receiver, aad not from its own nature. It is a 
chosen misery that is come upon man, and not to be imputed to 
any defect of the divine goodness. 

2. God is infinitely good, notwithstanding the entrance of 
sin and misery into the world. We must distinguish between 
natural and voluntary agents. Natural agents have no power to 
suspend their acts, but are entirely determined, and their ope
rations are ad extremiem virium, to the utmost of their efficacy. 
If there were infinite degrees of heat, there would be no cold, 
it being overcome by the force of its contrary. But God is a 
wise and free agent, and as lie is infinite in goodness; so the 
exercise of it is voluntary, and only so far as he pleases. 

3. God is an omnipotent good, and it is his peculiar glory to 
bring good out of evil, that by the opposition and lustre of con
traries his goodness might be the more conspicuous. To speak 
strictly, sin is the only evil in the World; for all the rest which 
appear so to our fancies and appetites, are either absolutely 
good, or upon the supposat of sin, viz. either for the reforma
tion of sinners, or for the ruin of the obstinate. Now the evil 
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of sin God permitted as a tit occasion for the mofe glorious dis
covery of his attributes, in sending his Son into the world to re
pair bis iniage which was defaced, and to raise man from an 
earthly to celestial happiness. I shall conclude with the excel
lent answer of St. Austin to the adversary of the law and pro
phets : * Quibus autem videtur sic hominem fieri debuisseut 
peccare noUet, non eis displiceat sic esse factum, ut non peccare 
posset, si noUet. Nunquid enim si melior esset qui non posset 
peccare, ideo non bene/actus est qui posset non peccare ? An 
vero usque adeo desipiendum est, ut homo videat melius aliquid 
fieri debuisse, hoc DeUm vidisse non putet f Autputet vidisse 
if credat facere noluisse ? Aut vohiisse quidem &; minime potu-
isse ? Avertat hoc Deus a cordibus piorum. Tiie substance of 
which is this. That it is an impious folly to imagine that God was 
either defective in wisdom, not to know what was the best state 
for man in his creation; or defective in goodness, that knowing 
it, he would not confer it upon him ; or defective in power, that 
willing, he was unable to make him better. 

There is another objection vehemently urged, that the impii-
tation of Adam's sin to all his posterity, who were not existent 
at that time, and did not give their personal consent to the 
treaty between God and him, is inconsistent with justice. To 
this I answer: 

1. The terms of the first covenant are such, that the eomraoo' 
reason of mankind cannot justly refuse. For suppose all the 
progeny of Adam had appeared with him before their Creator, 
and this had been propounded, tliat God would make an agree
ment with their common father on their behalf, that if he con
tinued in his obedience, they should enjoy a happy immortality; 
if he declined from it, they should be deprived of blessedness: 
what shadow of exception can be formed against this proposal ? 
For God who is the master of his own favours, and gives them 
upon what terms he pleases, might upon their refusal have justly 
annihilated them. The command was equal, and his obedience 
for all was as easy, as that of every particular person for himself. 

Besides, Adam was as much concerned to observe the con
ditions of the covenant, for securing his own interest, as theirs, 
and after a short time of trial they should be confirmed in their 

* CoDtra adver Leg. & Proph; Lii, 1. c. 14. 
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blessedness. By all which it is apparent how reasonable the 
conditions of the original agreement between God and man are. 

2. God hath a power over our wills superior to that we our
selves have. If God offers a covenant to the creature, the terms 
being equal, it becomes a law, and consent is due as an act of 
obedience. And if a community may appoint one of their num
ber to be their representative, to transact affairs of the greatest 
moment, and according to his management, the benefit, or 
damage, shall accrue to them, because he is reckoned to per
form thewdllsof them all ; may not God, who hath a supreme 
dominion over us, constitute Adam the representative of man
kind (Vid. Ward de peccat. Origin) and unite the consent of all 
in his general will, so that as he fulfilled or neglected his duty, 
they should be happy or miserable ? This consideration alone, 
that the first covenant was ordered by God, may perfectly satisfy 
all inquiries. As Salvian having confessed his ignorance in the 
reason of some dispositions of providence, silences all objections 
with this ; Nihil in hac re opus est aliquid audire, satis sit pro 
universis rationibus author Deus. (Salv, lib. 3. de Prov.) Nei
ther is this a mere extrinsic argument, as authority usually is, 
because there is an intrinsic reason of this authority, the abso
lute rectitude and justice of God's nature, " who is righteous in 
all his ways, and holy in all his works." Psal. 145. 17. 
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CHAP. IV. 

The impossibility of man's recovery by his natural power. He cannot re
gain his primitive holiness. The understanding .lud will the superior fa
culties are depraved. The mind is ignorant and irsensible of our corrup
tion. The will is more depraved than the mind. It embraces only sensual 
good. Carnal objects are wounding to the conscience, and unsatisfying to 
the affections, yet the will eagerly pursues them. The moral impotence, 
that ariselh from a pervtrse disposition of the will , is culpable. Neither 
the beauty nor the reward of holiness can prevail upon the unrenewed will . 
Guilty man cannot recover the favour of God. He is unable to make sa
tisfaction to justice. He is incapable of real repentance, which might 
qualify him for pardon. 

WHEN Adam was expelled from paradise, the entrance was 
guarded by a flaming sword; to signify, that all hopes of return 
by the way of nature, are cut off for ever. He lost his right, 
and could not recover it by power. The chiefest ornaments of 
paradise are the image and favour of God, of which he is justly 
deprived: and there is no possibility for him to regain them. 
What can he expect from his own reason, that betrayed him to 
ruin? If it did not support him when he stood, how can it raise 
him when he is fallen? If there were a power in lapsed man to 
restore himself, it would exceed the original power he had to will 
and obey: it being infinitely more difficult for a dead man to rise, 
than for a living man to put forth vital actions. 

For the clearer opening of this point, concerning man's abso
lute disability to recover his primitive state, I will distinctly con
sider it, with respect to the image and favour of God, upon which 
his blessedness depends, 

I, He cannot recover his primitive holiness. This will appear 
by considering, that whatsoever is corrupted in its noble parts, 
can never restore itself; the power of an external agent is requi
site for the recovering of its integrity. This is verified by innu
merable instances, in things artificial and natural. If a clock be 
disordered by a fall, the workman m.ust mend it, before it can be 
usefiil. If wine that is rich and generous, dechnes by the loss of 
-spirits, it can never be revived without a new supply. In the 
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human hody, where there is a more nohle form, and more power
ful to redress any evil that may happen to the parts; if a gan
grene seize on any memher, nothing can resist its course hut the 
application of outward means; it cannot he cured by the internal 
principles of its constitution. And proportionably in moral 
agents, when the faculties which are the principles of action are 
corrupted, it is impossible, without the virtue of a divine cause, 
they should ever be restored to their original rectitude. As the 
image of God was at first imprinted on the human nature by 
creation, (Ephes. 4. 24.) so the renewed image is wrought in 
him by the same creating power. This will be more evident, by 
considering, that inward and deep depravation of the understand
ing and will, the two superior faculties which command the 
rest. 

1. The understanding hath lost the right apprehension of 
things. As sin began in the darkness of the mind, so one of its 
worst effects is, the increasing that darkness which can only be 
dispelled by a supernatural light. Now what the eye is to the 
body, that is the mind for the directing the will, and conducting 
the Ufe. " And if the light that is in us be darkness, how great 
is that darkness." Mat. 6. 23. How irregular and dangerous 
must our motions be ? Not only the lower part of the soul is 
under a dreadful disorder; but the "spirit of the mind," the di-
vinest part, is depraved with ignorance and error. Ephes. 4. 23. 
The light of reason is not pure; but as the sun, when with-its 
beams, it .sends down pestilential influences, and corrupts the air 
in the enhghtening it, so the carnal mind corrupts the whole 
man, by representing good as evil, and evil as good. The "wis
dom of the flesh is enmity against God." And the apostle de
scribes the state of the Gentile world, Ephes. 4. 11. "That 
their understandings were darkened, being alienated from the life 
of God, through the ignorance that is in them, because of the 
blindness of their hearts." The corruption of their manners pro
ceeded from their minds. For all virtues are directed by reason 
in their exercise, so that if the understanding be darkened, all 
virtuous operations cease. 

Besides, corrupt man being without light and life, can neither 
discern, nor feel his misery; the carnal mind is insensible of its 
infirmity, ignorant of its ignorance, and suffers under the incura
ble extremes of being blind, and imagining that it is very clear-
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sighted. More particularly, the reasons why the carnal mind 
hath not a due sense of sinfiil corruption, are, 

1. Because it is natural, and cleaves to the principles of our 
being, from the birth and conception, and natural things do not 
affect us. 

2. It is confirmed by custom, which is a second nature, and 
hath a strange power to stupify conscience, and render it insensi
ble. As the historian observed concerning the Roman soldiers, 
that by constant use their arms were no more a burthen to them 
than their natural members. 

3. In the transition from the infant state, to the age of discern
ing, man is incapable of observing his native corruption: since at 
first he acts evilly, and is in constant conversation with sinners, 
who bring vice into his acqusuntance; and, by making it fami
liar, lessen the horror and aversion from it. Besides, those cor
rupt and numerous examples wherewith he is encompassed, call 
forth his sinful inclinations, which, as they are heightened by re
peated acts, and become more strong and obstinate, so less sen
sible to him. And by this we may understand, how irrcoverable 
man is by his own reason. The first step to our cure is begun in 
the knowledge of our disease, and this discovery is made by the 
understanding, when it is seeing and vigilant, not when it is 
blind. A disease in the body is perceived by the mind; but 
when the soul is the affected part, and the rectitude of reason is 
lost, there is no remaining principle to give notice of it. And as 
that disease is most dangerous which strikes at the life, and is 
without pain, for pain is not the chief evil, but supposes it, it is 
the spur of nature urging us to seek for cure: so the corruption 
of the understanding is very fatal to man; for although he labours 
under many pernicious lusts, which, in the issue, will prove 
deadly, yet he is insensible of them, and from thence follows a 
carelessness and contempt of the means for his recovery. 

2. The corruption of the will is more incurable than that of 
the mind. For it is full not only of impotence, but contrariety 
to what is spiritually good.' There are some weak strictures of 
truth in lapsed man, but they die in the br^n, and are powerless 
and ineffectual as to the will, which rushes into tbe embraces of 
worldly objects. This the universal experience of mankind, since 
the fall, doth evidently prove, and the account of it is in the fol
lowing considerations. 
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1. There is a strong inchnation in man to happiness. This 
desire is horn and brought up with him, and is common to all 
that partake of the reasonable nature. From the prince to the 
poorest wretch; from the most knowing to the meanest in under
standing, every one desires to be happy: as the great flames and 
the little sparks of fire, all naturally ascend to their sphere. 

2. The constituting of any thing to be our happiness, is the 
first and universal maxim, from whence all moral consequences 
are derived. It is the rule of our desires, and the end of our ac
tions. As in natural things, the principles of their production 
operate according to their quality, so in moral things, the end 
is as powerful to form the soul for its operations in order to it. 
Therefore as all desire to be happy, so they apply themselves 
to those means, which appear to be convenient for the obtaining 
of it. 

3. Every one frames a happiness according to his temper. 
The apprehensions of it are answerable to the dispositions of the 
person. For felicity is the pleasure which arises from the har
monious agreement between the object and the appetite. * Now 
man by his original and contracted corruption is altogether car
nal, he inherits the serpents curse to creep on the earth, he 
cleaves to defiling and debasing objects, and is only qualified for 
sensual satisfactions. The soul is incarnated, and it shapes a 
happiness to itself, in the enjoyment of those things which are 
delicious to the senses. The shadow of fehcity is pursued with 
equal ardour, as that which is real and substantial. The su
preme part of man, the understanding, is employed to serve the 
lower faculties, reason is used to make him more ingenious and 
luxurious in sensuality: so much more brutish than the brutes is 
he become, when besides that part which is so by its natural con
dition, the most noble part is made so by unnatural choice and 
corruption. From hence the apostle gives an universal character 
of men in their conupt state. Tit. 3. 3. " That they are fool
ish and disobedient, deceived, serving divers lusts and pleasures." 
This pursuit of sensual pleasure is the service of a slave, which 
hath no other law of his life but the will of his master. The ser
vitude is divers, but all are slaves; the chains are not the same, 

* 'O woT©' TTofl' ixMiW i j» roiuTO XM" TO T S \ ^ (pansTM oenw. 
Arist. Lib, 3. Ethick. 
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some are more glittering, but not less weighty, and every one is 
deprived of true liberty. 

But the bonjjage is so pleasing, that corrupted man prefers it 
before spiritual and real freedom. Sensual lusts blind the under
standing, and bind the will so, that he is unable, because unwil
ling, to rescue himself. He is deluded with the false appearance 
of liberty, and imagines that to live according to nile is a slavish 
confinement. As if the horse were free, because his rider allows 
him a full career in a pleasant road, when the bridle is in his 
mouth, and he is under its imperious check at pleasure: or a 
galley-slave were free, because the vessel wherein he rows with so 
much toil, roams over the vast ocean. And whereas there are 
two considerations which are proper to convince man that the 
fiill and unconfined enjoyment of worldly things cannot make him 
happy, because they are wounding to the conscience, and unsatis
fying to the affections; yet these are ineffectual to take him off 
from an eager pursuit of them. 1 will particularly consider this, 
to show how unable man, in his lapsed condition, is to disentan
gle himself from miserable vanities, and consequently to recover 
his lost holiness. 

1. Sensual pleasures are wounding to the conscience. There 
is a secret acknowledgment in every man's breast of a superior 
power, to whom he must give an account; and though consci
ence be much impaired in its integrity, yet sometimes it recoils 
upon the sinner by the foulness of his actions, and its testimony 
brings such terror, as makes sin very unpleasant. The poet tells 
us, that of all the torments of hell, the most cruel, and that 
which exceeds the rest, is. 

Node dieque suum gesture in pectore testem. 

And how can the sinner delight freely in that which vexes and 
frets the most vital and tender part? He cannot enjoy his 
charming lusts without guilt, nor embrace them without the re-
luctancy of a contradicting principle within him. As the fear of 
poison will imbitter the sweetest cup, so the purest pleasures are 
allayed with afflicting apprehensions of the fiiture, and the pre
sage of judgment to come. Now man, in his sensual state, tries 
always to disarm conscience, that he may please the lower appe
tites without regret. I will instance in the principal. 
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1. He uses many pleas and pretexts to justify or extenuate 
the evil, and, if possible, to satisfy carnality and conscience too. 
Self-love, which is the eloquent advocate of sense, puts a varnish 
upon sin, to take off from its horrid appearance; and endeavours 
not only to colour the object, btit to corrupt the eye by a dis
guising tincture, that the sight of things may not be according 
to truth, but the desire. Thus the heathens allowed intemper
ance, uncleanness, and other infamous vices, as innocent gratifi
cations of nature. Now if the principles in man are poisoned, so 
that evil is esteemed good, he then lives in the quiet practice of 
sin without reflection or remorse. There is no sting remains to 
awaken him out of security. But if he cannot so far bribe con
science, as to make it silent, or favourable to that which delights 
the sense, if he cannot escape its internal condemnation, the next 
method is by a strong diversion to lessen the trouble. 

2. When the carnal mind sees nothing within but what tor
ments, and finds an intolerable pain in conversing with itself, it 
runs abroad, and uses all the arts of obhvion to lose the remem
brance of its true state. As Cain, to drown the voice of consci
ence, fell a building cities; and Saul, to dispel his melancholy, 
called for music. The business and pleasures of this hfe are dan
gerous amusements to divert the soul, by the representation of 
what is profitable or pleasant, from considering the moral qua
lities of good and evil. Thus conscience, hke an intermitting 
pulse, ceases for a while. Miserable consolation! which doth 
not remove, but conceal the evil till it be past remedy. But if 
conscience, notwithstanding all these evasions, still pursues a 
sinner, and, at times, something disturbs his reason and his rest, 
yet he will not part with carnal pleasures. For being only ac
quainted with those things that affect the senses, and having no 
relish of that happiness which is sublime and supernatural, if he 
part with them, he is deprived of all delight, which is to him a 
state more intolerable than that wherein there is a mixture of 
delight and torment. From hence it appears that the interposi
tion of conscience, though with a flaming sword, between man 
carnal, and his beloved objects, is not eflfectual to restrain him. 

2. All worldly things are unsatisfying to the affections. There 
are three considerations which depreciate and lessen the value of 
any good. 

1. The shortness of its duration. 
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2. If it brings only a slight pleasure. 
3. If that pleasure be attended with torments. 
All which arg contrary to the essential properties of the su

preme good, which is perpetual, and sincere, without the least 
mixture of evil, and produces the highest delight to the soul. 
Now all these concur to vilify wordly things : 1. They are short 
in their duration. Isa. 40. 6. 7. Not only the voice of heaven, 
but of the earth declares this, " that all flesh is grass, and the glory 
of it as the flower of the grass." 1 Pet. 1. 24. 25. Life, the 
foundation of all temporal enjoyments, is but a span: * the long
est liver can measure in a thought the space of time between 
his infant state and the present hour : how long soever, it seems 
as short to him as the tvrinkling of an eye. And all the glory 
of the flesh, as titles, treasures, delights, are as the flower of the 
grass, which is the most tender amongst vegetables, and so weak 
a subsistence, that a little breath of wind, the hand of an infant, 
the teeth of a worm can destroy it. " The pleasures of sin 
(under which secular greatness and wealth are comprehended) 
are but for a season." Heb. 11.25. They are so short-lived, 
that they expire in the birth, and die whilst they are tasted. 
Again; they bring only a slight pleasure, being disproportionable 
to the desires of the soul. They are confined to the senses, 
wherein the beasts arc more accurate than man, but cannot 
reach to the upper and more comprehensive faculties. Eccles. 1. 
Nay, they cannot satisfy the greedy senses, much less quiet the 
spiritual and immortal appetite. What the poet speaks with 
astonishment of Alexander's insatiable ambition, 

Mstuat infelix angusto limite mundi, 

That the whole world seemed to him as a narrow prison, where
in he was miserable, and as it were suffocated, is true of every 
one. If the world was seated in the heart of man, it can no 
more satisfy it, than the picture of a feast can fill the stomach. 
Besides, vexation is added to the vanity of worldly things. And 
that either because the vehement delights of sense corrupt the 
temperament of the body, in which the vital complexion consists, 
and expose it to those sharp diseases, that it may be said with¬

* ^xia'j ovag av^pancQ^', Pindar. 
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out an hyperbole, that a thousand pleasures are not equal to one 
hour's pain that attends them : or, because of the inward torture 
of the mind, arising from the sense of guilt and folly, which is 
the anticipation of hell itself, the beginning of eternal sorrows. 

Now these things are not obscure articles of faith, nor ab
stracted doctrines, to be considered only by refined reason, but 
are manifest and clear as the light, and verified by continual ex
perience : it is therefore strange to amazement, that man should 
search after happiness in these things where he knows it is not to 
be found, and court real infelicity under a deceitful appearance, 
when the fallacy is transparent. Who from a principle of reason 
would choose for his happiness a real good, which after a little 
time he should be deprived of for ever ? or a slight good for 
ever ? as the sight of a picture, or the hearing of music. Yet 
thus unreasonable is man in his cormpt state, whose soul is tmly 
immortal, and capable of infinite blessedness, yet he chooses 
those delights which are neither satisfying nor lasting. And be
cause the human understanding from time to time is convinced 
of the vanity of all sublunary things, therefore to lessen the vex
ation which arises from disappointment, and that the appetite 
may not be taken off from them, cormpted man tries, 

1. By variety of objects to preserve uniformity in delight. 
The most pleasing, if confined to them, grow nauseous and in
sipid ; after the expiring of a few moments there remains nothing 
but satiety and sickly resentments; and then changes are the re
medies, to take off the weariness of one pleasure by another. 
The human soul is under a perpetual instabihty of restless desires, 
it despises what it enjoys, and values what is new, as if novelty 
and goodness were the same in all temporal things. And as the 
birds remain in the air by constant motion, without which they 
would quickly fall to the earth as other heavy bodies, there being 
nothing solid to support them; so the spirit of man, by many 
unquiet agitations and continual changes, subsists for a time, 
till at last it falls into discontent and despair, the centre of cor
mpt nature. 

2. When present things are unsatisfactory, he entertains him
self with hope: for that being terminated on a future object, 
which is of a double nature, the mind attends to those argument$ 
which produce a pleasant belief, to find that in several objects, 
which it cannot in any single one, and to make up in number. 

Still Waters Revival Books - All Rights Reserved - www.PuritanDownloads.com 

http://www.PuritanDownloads.com


C H A P . I V . T H E D I V I N E A T T R I B U T E S . 225 

what is wanting in measure, whereas the present is manifest, and 
takes away all liberty of thinking. Upon this ground sensual 
pleasure is more expectation than fruition : for hope by a mar
vellous enchantment, not only makes that which is future pre
sent, hut representing in one view that which cannot be enjoyed 
hut in the intervals of time; it unites all the successive parts in 
one point, so that what is divided and lessened in the fruition, 
which is always gradual, is offered at once and entire. Thus 
man carnal, deceived by the imperfect light of fancy, and the 
false glass of hope, chooses a fictitious felicity. " Man walks in 
a vain show." Psal. 3. 6. His original error hath produced this 
in its own image. And although the complacency he takes in 
sensual objects, is like the joy of a distracted person, the issue of 
folly and illusion, and experience discovers the deceit that is in 
them; as smelling to an artificial rose undeceives the eye; yet 
he wnil embrace his error. Man is in a voluntary dream, which 
represents to him the world as his happiness, and when he is 
awakened, he dreams again, choosing to be deceived with de
light rather than to discover the truth without it. This is set 
forth by the prophet, Isa. 57. 10. " Thou art wearied in the 
greatness of thy way, yet saidst thou not, there is no hope:" 
that is, thou art tired in the chase of satisfaction from one thing 
to another, yet thou wouldest not give over, but still pursuest 
those shadows which can never be brought nearer to thee. And 
the true reason of ij is, that in the human nature, there is an in
tense and continual desire of pleasure, without which life itself 
hath no satisfaction. For life consisting in the operations of the 
soul, either the external of the senses, or the internal of the mind, 
it is sv/eetened by those delights which are suitable to them. 
So that if all pleasant operations cease, without possibility of re
turning, death is more desirable than life. And in the corrupt 
state there is so strict an alliance between the flesh and spirit, 
that there is but one appetite between them, and that is of the 
flesh. 

All the designs and endeavours of the carnal man are by fit 
means to obtain satisfaction to his senses : as if the contentment 
of the flesh and the happiness of the soul were the same thing; 
or as if the soul were to die with the body, and with both, all 
hopes and fears, all joys and sorrows were at an end. The flesh 
is now grovî n absolute, and hath acquired a perfect empire, and 

Still Waters Revival Books - All Rights Reserved - www.PuritanDownloads.com 

http://www.PuritanDownloads.com


226 T H E HARMONY OF CHAP. I V . 

taken a full possession of alL the faculties. For this reason the 
apostle tells us, Rom. 8. 7, 8. " They that are in the flesh, can
not please God. And the carnal will is enmity against God, 
it is not subject, neither can it be." It is ensnared in the cords 
of concupiscence, and cannot recover itself from its foolish bond
age. But that doth not lessen the guilt; which will appear by 
considering there is a twofold impotence. 

1. There is a natural impotence which protects from the se
verity of justice. No man is bound to stop the sun in its course, 
or to remove mountains: for the human nature was never en
dued with faculties to do those things. They are inculpably 
without our power. Now the law enjoins nothing but what man 
had in his creation an original power to perform. 

2. There is a moral impotence, which arises from a per\'erse 
disposition of the will, and is joined with a delight in sin, and a 
strong aversion from the holy commands of God; and the more 
deep and inveterate this is, the more worthy it is of punishment. 
Aristotle asserts. Ethic 3. That those who contract invincible 
habits by custom, are inexcusable, though they cannot abstain 
from evil. For since liberty consists in doing what one wills, this 
impossibility doth not destroy liberty; the depravation of the 
faculties doth not hinder their voluntary operations. The under
standing conceives, the will chooses, the appetite desires freely 
A distracted person that kills, is not guilty of murder, and there
fore secure from the sentence of the law. For his understanding 
being distempered by the disorder of the imd̂ es in his fancy, it 
doth not judge aright, so that the action is involuntary, and 
therefore not culpable. But there is a vast difference between 
the causes of distraction, and those which induce a carnal man 
to sin. The first are seated in the distemper of the brain, over 
which the will hath no power: whereas there should be a regular 
subjection of the lower appetite to the will enlightened and di
rected by the mind. The will itself is corrupted and brought 
into captivity by things pleasing to the lower faculties: it cannot 
disentangle itself, but its impotence lies in its obstinacy. This 
is the meaning of St. Peter, speaking concerning unclean per
sons, " that their eyes are fuU of adultery, and they cannot cease 
from sin." It is from their fault alone that they are without 
power. Therefore the scripture represents man to be OSEVJJV 
and wepri\, weak, but wicked. His disability to supernatural 
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good arises from an inordinate affection to that which is sensual. 
So that it is so far from excusing, that it renders inexcusable, 
being voluntary and vicious. And in this the diseases of the bo
dy are different from those of the soul. In the first the desire of 
healing is ineffectual, through want of knowledge or power to 
apply the sovereign remedies: whereas in the second, the sincere 
desire of their cure is sufiicient, for the diseases are corrupt de
sires. 

llie natural man is wholly led by sense, by fancy, and the 
passions, and he esteems it his infelicity to be otherwise; as the 
degenerous slave, who was displeased with a jubilee, and refused 
liberty. Servitude is his sensuality. He is not only in love with 
the unworthy object, but with tlie vicious affection, and abhors 
the cure of it. As one in the poet that was so delighted in his 
pleasant madness, that he was offended at his recovery; 

Cui sic extorta voluptas 
Et demptus per vim mentis grutissimus error." 

This is acknowledged by St. Austin in his confessions, where 
he describes the strife between conviction and corruption in his 
soul. He tells us in the conflict between reason and lust, that 
he had recourse to God, and his prayer was. Da milii continen-
tiam, sed noli modo, he desired chastity, but not too soon, he 
was afraid that God should hear his petition, it being more bitter 
than death to change his custom. This is the general sense, 
though not the general discourse of men. As the sick person 
desired his physician to remove his fever, but not his thirst, 
which made his drink very pleasing to him: so man, in his sen
sual state, would fain be freed from the aestuatioiis of consci
ence, but he cherishes those carnal desires which give a high 
taste to objects suitable to them. From hence it appears, that 
though in the corrupt nature there is no liberty of indifference to 
good and evil, yet there is a liberty of delight in evil; and though 
the will iu its natural capacity may choose good, yet it is morally 
determined by its love to evil. * 

In short, there is so much power not to sin as is sufificient to 
sin; that is, that the forbidden action be free, and so become a 

• Inter csetera mortalitatis incommoda, boo est, errandi necessitas, & er-
roris amor, Smt 

P 2 
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sin. Which strange combination of liberty and necessity is ex
cellently expressed by St. Bernard; * "That the soul which 
fell by its own choice, cannot recover itself, is from the cormp
tion of the will, which, overcome by the vicious love of the bo
dy, rejects the love of righteousness; so that, in a manner, as 
strange as evil, the will being corrupted with sin, makes a neces
sity to its self, yet so, the necessity being voluntary, doth not ex
cuse the will, nor the will being pleasantly and powerfully allu
red, exclude necessity." The law therefore remains in its full 
force, and God is righteous in the commanding and condemn
ing sinners. From all that hath been discoursed, it is evident; 
how impossible it is for corrupt man to recover his lost holiness: 
for there are only two motives to induce the reasonable creature 
to seek after it. 

1. Its beauty and loveliness. 
2. The reward that attends it. And both these arguments are 

ineffectual to work upon him. 
1. The beauty of holiness, which excels all other created per

fections, it being a conformity to the most glorious attribute of 
the Deity, doth not allure him: for, unmqukque ui affcctus est 
ita judical; man understands according to his affections. The 
renevied mind can only see the essential and intimate beauty of 
holiness. Now in fallen man the clearness of ihe discertiing 
power is lost. As the natural eye, till it is purged from vicious 
qualities, cannot look on things that are bright and sublime, and 
if it hath been long in darkness, it suffers by the most pleasing 
object the light: so the internal eye of the mind, that it may see 
the lively lustre of holiness, it must be cleansed from the filthi
ness of carnal affections, and having been so long under thick 
darkness, it must be strengthened, before it can sustain the 
brightness of things spiritual. Till it be prepared, it can see no
thing amiable and desirable in the image of God. 

2. The reward of holiness hath no attractive power on the 
carnal will; because it is future and spiritual. 

* Qaod surgere acima per se non potest, quae per se cadere potuit, volun
tas in causa est, qua; corrupte corporis vitioso amote langnescens, & jacens, 
amorem jus'itise non admititt; ita nescio quo pravo, sed miro modo, ipsa sibi 
voluntas, peccato qiiidrm in drtprius mutato, necessitalem facii, ut nec ne-
cessitas cum voluntaria sit, cxcusare valeat voluntatem, nec voluntas cum sit 
illecta, excludere necessifatem. 
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(1.) It is future, and therefore the conceptions of it] are very 
dark and iaiperfect: the soul is sunk down into the senses, and 
they are short-sighted and cannot look beyond what is present to 
the next life. And as the images of things are weakened and 
confused proportionably to their distance, and make a fainter im
pression upon the faculty; so the representation of heaven and 
blessedness as a happiness to come hereafter, and therefore re
mote, doth but coldly affect the will. A present vanity, in the 
judgment of the carnal soul, outweighs the most glorious fuluri 
ty. Till there be taken from before its eyes (in Tertullian's lan
guage *) the thick curtain of the visible world, it cannot discern 
the difference between them, nor value the reward for its excel
lency and duration. 

(2.) It is spiritual, and there mustbea divine disposition of the 
soul before it is capable of it. " The pure in heart can only 
see the pure God." Mat. 6. 8. The felicity above is that which 
" eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither hath it entered into 
the heart of man to conceive." 1 Cor. 2. 9. Now the carnal 
man is only affected with gross and corporeal things. The cer-
taint\', immensity, and immortality of the heavenly reward doth 
not prevail with him to seek after it. He hath no palate for 
spiritual pleasures, it is viciated by luscious vanities, and cannot 
relish rational joys. Till the temper of the soul be altered, the 
bread of angels is distasteful to it. For the appetite is accord
ing to the disposition of the stomach, and when that is corrupt
ed, it longs for things hurtful, and rejects wholesome food. If 
a carnal man were translated to heaven, where the love of God 
reigns, and where the brightest and sweetest discoveries of his 
glory appear, he would not find paradise in heaven itself. For 
delight arises not merely from the excellency of the object, but 
from the proportionableness to the faculty. Though God is an 
infinite good in himself, yet if he is not conceived as the supreme 
good to man, he cannot make him happy. 

Suppose some slight convictions to be in the inind, that hap
piness consists in the enjoyment of God, yet this being offered 
upon the terms of quitting all sensual lusts, the carnal man 
esteems the condition impossible, and therefore is discouraged 
from using any endeavours to obtain it. For to excite hope, it 

• Quas i l l! disposilioni xtcrnilatls, aulaci vice oppansa est. Jpolog. 
P 3 
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is not sufficient to propose a reward that is real and excellent, 
but that is attainable. For althongh hope hath its tendency to a 
difficult good, as its proper object, and the difficidty is so far 
from discouraging, that it quickens the soul, and draws forth all 
the active powers, by rendering it greater in our esteem; yet 
when the difficulty is excessive, and confines upon imposBibiljty, 
it dejects the soul, and inclines it to despair. Thus when the 
condition of obtaining some good is necessary, but insufferable, 
it takes off from all endeavours in order to it. 

To consider it in a temporal case, will make it more clear. 
As one that labours under a dropsy, and is vexed with an into
lerable and insatiable thirst, if a physician should assure him of 
cure upon condition he would abstain from drinking, he could 
not conceive any real hope of being healed, judging it impossi
ble to resist the importunity of his drought; he therefore neglects 
the means, he drinks and dies. Thus the corrupt heart of man, 
that is under a perpetual thirst of carnal pleasures, and is more 
inflamed by the satisfaction it receives, judges it an insuperable 
condition to part with them for the acquiring of spiritual happi
ness : and this sensual and sottish despair causes a total neglect 
of the means. It is thus expressed by the Israelites, when God 
commanded them to return from the evil of their ways in order 
to their happiness, and they said, " there is no hope, but we will 
walk after our own devices, and we will every one do the imagi
nation of his evil heart." Abstinere nequeo. Grot. Jer. 18. 
12. They were slaves to their domineering appetites, and re
solved to make no trial about that they judged impossible. 
Briefly, in fallen man there is something predominant, which he 
values above the favour and fruition of God, and that is the 
world. As in the parable, where happiness is set forth under 
the familiar representation of a feast, tho.se who were invited to 
it, excuse themselves by such reasons as clearly discover that 
some amiable lust charmed them so strongly, that in the compe
tition it was preferred before heaven. " One saith, I have 
bought a piece of ground, and I must needs go see it; and 
another, I have bought a yoke of oxen, and I must go to prove 
ihem; and a third, 1 have married a wife, and cannot come." 
Luke 14. 18. The objects of their passions are different, but 
they all produce the same effect, the rejection of happiness. 
The sum of all is this, that as man fell from his obedience, and 
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lost the image of God, by seeking perfection and satisfaction, 
that is, happiness in the creature ; so he can never return to his 
obedience, and acknowledge God as his supreme Lord, till he 
chooses him for his liappiness. And this he can never entirely 
do, till he is born again, and hath a new principle of life that 
may change the complexion of the soul, and qualify it for those 
delights which are sublime and spiritual. 

Secondly. Fallen man can never recover the favour of God j 
and this is evident upon a double account. 

1. He is not able to make satisfaction to God's justice for the 
dishonour brought to him. 

2. He is incapable of real repentance, which might qualify 
him for pardon. 

First, He is unable to satisfy justice for his offence, either 
by exact obedience for the future, or by enduring the punishment 
that is due to sin. 

1. Supposing that man could perform exact obedience after 
his fall, yet that could not be satisfaction. It is essential to 
satisfaction, that the action by which it is made, be in the power 
of the person that satisfies. A servant, as a servant, cannot 
make satisfaction for an injury done to his Lord, for whatsoever 
service he performs was due before the offence, and is not pro
perly a restitution, because it is not of his own. Now the com
plete obedience of the creature is due to God. He is the Lord 
of all our actions, and whatever man doth is but the payment of 
the original debt. The law requires a perpetual reverence of the 
Lawgiver, aud express obedience to his will in all things. So 
that it is impossible that the highest respect to it afterwards, 
should compensate for the least violation of it. 

Besides, to make satisfaction for a fault, it is necessary the 
offender do some voluntary act, that may be as honourable to 
the person, and as much above what he was before obliged to, 
as the contempt was dishonourable, and below that which was 
due. Unless God receive that which is as estimable in the nature 
of obedience, as the injury he received is in the nature of con
tempt, there can be no satisfaction. Now there is a greater dis
honour brought to God by the commission of one sin, than there 
is honour by the perfect obedience of all the angels : for, in their 
obedience, God is preferred by the creature, before things in-

p 4 
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finitely beneath him, which is but a small honour; but by one 
sin he is disvalued in the comparison, which is infinite contempt. 

2. Man cannot make satisfaction by suffering. For the pu
nishment must be equal to the offence, which derives its guilt 
ffom the dignity of the person offended, and the indignity of the 
offender. Now God is the universal king, his justice is infinite, 
which man hath injured, and his glory, which man hath ob
scured ; and man is finite. And what proportion is there be
tween finite and infinite ? How can a worthless rebel, that is 
hatefiil to God, expiate the offence of so excellent a majesty ? 
If he sacrifice himself, he can never appease the divine displea
sure ; for what doth he offer but a lump of rebellion and ingrati
tude ? He can make no other satisfaction but that of the devils, 
which continues for ever, and is not completed. 

Secondly. Fallen man, considered only in his corrupt and mi
serable state, is incapable of real repentance, which is a necessary 
condition to qualify him for pardon. For whereas repentance 
includes an ingenuous sorrow for sin past, and a sincere forsaking 
of it, he is utterly indisposed for both. 

I. He cannot be ingenuously sorrowful for his offence. It is 
true, when the circumstances are changed, that which was plea
sing will cause trouble of spirit; as when a malefactor suffers for 
his crimes, he reflects upon his actions with sorrow. But this 
hath no moral worth in it: for it is a forced act, (AiVij x a r a 
Sso'v. 2. Cor. 7. 10.) proceeding from a violent principle, and is 
consistent with as great a love to sin as he had before, and is en
tirely terminated on himself. But that grief which is divine, and 
is accompanied with a change in heart and life, respects the stain 
more than the punishment of sin; and arises from love to God, 
who is disobeyed and dishonoured by it: now it is not concei
vable, that the guilty creature can love God, whilst he looks on 
him as an irreconcilable enemy. Distrust of the favour of a per
son, which is a degree of fear, is attended with coldness of affec
tion : a strong fear, which still intimates an uncertainty in the 
event, inclines to hatred: but when fear is turned into despair, 
it causeth direct hntred. A n histance of this we have in the 
devils, who curse the fountain of blessedness. If the evil be past 
remedy, the sense of it is attended with rage, and transports of 
blasphemy against God himself. A despairing sinner begins in 
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this Hfe the gnashing of teeth against his judge, and kindles the 
fire that shall torment him for ever. Rev. In. 21. 

It is for this reason the scripture propounds the goodness of 
God, as the most powerful " persuasive to lead men to repent
ance." Rom. 2. 4 . There can be no kindly relentings without 
filial affection, and that is always tempered with the expectation 
of favour. Without hope of pardon all other motives are ineffec
tual to melt the heart. 

Now the first covenant obliged man to obedience or punish
ment : it required innocence, and did not accept of repentance. 
The final voice of the law is, do, or die. Guilty man cannot 
look on God with comfort under the notion of a holy Creator, 
that delights to view his own resemblance in the innocent crea
ture, nor of a compassionate father that spares an offending son, 
but apprehends him to be an inexorable judge, who hath right 
and power to avenge the disobedience. He can find no expe
dient for his deliverance, nor conceive how mercy can save him 
without the violation of justice, an attribute as essential to the 
divine nature as mercy. And what can induce him to make an 
humble confession of his fault, when he expects nothing but an ir
revocable doom ? An instance of this we have in Adam, who 
being under the conviction of his sin, and apprehension that 
God would be severe, did not solicit for mercy, but endeavoured 
to transfer the guilt on God himself. " The woman thou gavest 
me, she gave me of the tree, and I did eat." Gen. 3. 12. As if 
she had been designed for a snare, and not to be an aid in his 
innocent state. 

2. A sincere resolution to forsake sin is built on the hopes of 
mercy. Till the reasonable creature knows that heaven is open 
to repentance, to his second and better thoughts, he is irreclaim
able. He that never hopes to receive any good, will continue in 
doing evil. Despair of mercy causeth a despising of the law. 
The apostate angels, who are without the reserves of pardon, are 
confirmed in their rebellion : their guilt is mixed with fury, they 
persist in their war against God, though they know the issue 
will be deadly to them. And had there not been an early reve
lation of mercy to Adam, he had been incorrigibly wicked as the 
devils. For despair had inflamed his hatred against God, which 
is of all the passions the most incurable. Those vicious affec
tions that depend on the humours of the body which are muta-
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ble, alter with them : but hatred is seated in the superior part of 
the soul, which is of a spiritual nature, and diabolical in obsti
nacy. 

In short. When the reasonable creature is guilty and vicious, 
and knows that God is just and holy, and that he will be severe 
in revenging all disobedience, he hath no care nor desire to re
form himself. He will not lay a restraint on his pleasing appe
tites, when he expects no recompence: he esteems it lost labour 
to abstain: and all his design is, to allay and sweeten the fear of 
fiiture evils by present enjoyments. When he is scorched with 
the apprehensions of wrath to come, he plunges himself into sen
sual excesses for some relief. He resolves to make his best of 
sin for a time : according to the principle of the epicures, " Let 
us eat and drink while we may, to morrow we shall die." 1 
Cor. 15. 

The sum of all is this, that an unrelenting and unreformed 
sinner is incapable of pardon; for unless God should renounce 
his own nature, and deny hit deity, he cannot receive him to 
favour. And it is inconceivable how the rational creature once 
lapsed, should ever be encouraged to repentance without the ex
pectation of mercy : and there being an inseparable alliance be
tween the integrity and felicity of man by the terms of the first 
covenant, the one failing, he could not entertain the least degree 
of hope concerning the other. By all which it appears, he is 
under an invincible necessity of sinning and suffering for ever; 
his misery is complete and desperate. 

Still Waters Revival Books - All Rights Reserved - www.PuritanDownloads.com 

http://www.PuritanDownloads.com


C H A P . V . T H E D I V I N E A T T R I B U T E S . 2?.5 

CHAP. V. 

of the divine wisdom in the contrivance of man's redemption. Understand
ing agents propound an end, and choose means for the obtaining it. The 
end of God is of the highest consequence, hia own glory and man's reco. 
vtry. The diOiculty of accomplishing it. The means are proportionable. 
The divine wisdom glorified io taking occasion from the sin and fall of 
man to bring glory to God, and to raise man to a more excellent state. It 
appears in ordaining such a Mediator, as was fit to reconcile God to man, 
and man to God. I t is discovered in the designation of the second person 
to be our Saviour. And making the remedy to have a proportion to the 
cause of our ruin. I t is visible in the manner whereby our redemption is 
accomplished. And in the ordaining such contemptible means to produce 
such glorious effects. And laying the design of the gospel, so as to provide 
for the comfort, and promote the holiness of man. 

GOD by his infallible prescient̂  (to which all things are 
eternally present) viewing the fall of Adam, and that all man
kind lay bleeding in him, out of deep compassion to his creature, 
and that the devil might not be finally victorious over him, in 
his council decreed the recovery of man from his languishing and 
miserable state. The design and the means are most worthy of 
God, and in both his wisdom appears. 

This will be made visible, by considering, that all understand
ing agents first propound an end, and then choose the means for 
the obtaining of it. And the more perfect the understanding is, 
the more excellent is the end it designs, and the more fit and 
convenient are the means it makes use of for the acquiring it. 
Now, when God, whose understanding is infinite, (and, in com
parison of whom, the most prudent and advised are but as dark 
shadows) when he determines to work, especially iu a most glo
rious manner, the end and the means are equally admirable. 

First. The end is of the highest consequence. Were it some 
low inconsiderable thing, it were unworthy of one thought of 
God for the effecting it. To be curious in contriving how to ac
complish that which is of no importance, exposes to a just im
putation of folly: but when the most excellent good is the end, 
and the difficulties which hinder the obtaining of it are insupe
rable to a finite understanding, it then becomes the " only wise 
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God" (1 Tim. 1. 17.) to discover the divinity of his wisdom, in 
making a way where he finds none. And such was the end of 
God in the work of our redemption : this was declared hy the 
angels, who were sent ambassadors extraordinarj' to bring tidings 
of peace to the world. " They praised God, saying, glory to 
God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will towards men." 
tuke 2. 13, 14. 

The supreme end is his own glory; and, in order to it, the 
salvation of man hath the nature and respect of a medium. 

The subordinate is the recovery of the world from its lapsed 
and wTctched state. 

1. The supreme end is the glory of God. This signifies prin
cipally his internal and essential gloiy: and that consists in the 
perfections of his nature, which can never he fully conceived by 
the angels, but ovei-whelm, by their excellent greatness all created 
understandings. But the glory that results from God's works is 
properly intended in the present argument, and implies, 

2. The manifestation whereby he is pleased to represent him
self in the exercise of his attributes. As the divine nature is the 
primary and complete object of his love, so he takes delight in 
those actions wherein the image and brightness of his own virtues 
appear. Now in all the works of God there is an evidence of his 
excellencies. But as some stars shine with a different glory, so 
there are some noble effects, wherein the divine attributes are 
so conspicuous, that in comparison with them, the rest of God's j 
works are but obscure expressions of his greatness. The prin- ; 
cipal are creation and redemption, " the heavens declare the 
glory of God, and the firmament his handy-work." Psal. 19. 1. | 
And when God surveyed the whole creation, and " saw all that J 
which he made was good," Gen. 1. he ordained a sabbath, to 
signify the content and satisfaction he had in the discovery of his ? 
eternal perfections therein. j 

But especially his glory is most resplendent in the work of re- 5-
demption, wherein more of the divine attributes are exercised > 
than in the creation, and in a more glorious manner. It is here 
that wisdom, goodness, justice, holiness and power, are united in 
their highest degree and exaltation. Upon this account the 
apostle useth that expression, 1 Tim. 1. 11. " the glorious gos
pel of the blessed God:" it being the clearest revelation of hi* 
excellent attriljutes, the unspotted mirror wherein the great and 
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wonderful effects of the Deity are set forth, ra (>.eyoL>Jia. TH 0 S » . 
Acts 2. I I . 

3. The praise and thanksgiving that ariseth from the disco
very of his perfections by reasonable creatures, who consider and 
acknowledge them. When there is a solemn veneration of his 
excellencies, and the most ardent affections to him for the com
munication of his goodness. Thus in God's account, " whoso 
offers praise, glorifies him." Psal. .50. 23. An eminent example 
of this is set down in Job. 38. 7. when at the birth of the world, 
" the morning stars sang together, and all the sons of God 
shouted for joy." And at its new birth, they descend and make 
his praise glorious in a triumphant song. It will be the eternal 
exercise of the saints in heaven, Psal. 66. 2. where they more 
fiilly understand the mystery of our redemption, and consider 
every circumstance that may add a lustre to it, to ascribe " bless
ing, honour, glory and power to him that sits on the throne, and 
unto the Lamb for ever and ever." Rev. 5. 13. 

Secondly. The subordinate end is the restoring of man : and 
this is inviolably joined with the other. It is expressed by 
"peace on earth, and good will towards men." Sin hath broke 
that sacred alliance which was between God and man: and ex
posed him to his just displeasure. A misery inconceivable. And 
what is more becoming God, who is the Fatlier of mercies, than 
to glorify his dear attribute, " God is love," 1 John 4. 9. and 
that which in a peculiar manner characterizes his nature, by the 
salvation of the miserable ? What is more honourable to him, 
than by his almighty mercy to raise so many monuments from 
the dust, wherein his goodness may live and reign for ever ? Now 
for the accomplishing of these excellent ends, the divine wisdom 
pitched upon those means which were most fit and congruous, 
which I shall distinctly consider. 

The misery of fallen man consisted in the corruption of his 
nature by sin, and the punishment that ensues: and his happi
ness is in the restoring him to his primitive holiness, and in re
conciliation to God, and the full fruition of hiin. The way to 
effect this was beyond the compass of any finite understanding. 

That God, who is rich in goodness, should be favourable to 
the angels who serve him in perfect purity, we may easily con
ceive ; for though they do not merit his favour, yet they never 
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provoked his anger. And it is impossible but that he should love 
the image of his holiness wherever it shines. 

Or suppose an innocent creature in miserj', the divine mercy 
would speedily excite his power to rescue it: for God is love to 
all his creatures, as such, till some extrinsical cause inter\'enes, 
which God hates more than he loves the creature, and that is 
sin ; which alone stops the effiision of goodness, and opens a wide 
passage for wrath to fall upon the guilty. But how to save the 
creature that is undone by its own choice, and is as sinful as 
miserable, will pose the wisdom of the world. Heaven itself 
seemed to be divided. Mercy inchned to save, but justice inter
posed for satisfaction. Mercy regarded man with respect to his 
misery, and the pleas of it are, shall the Almighty build to ruin ? 
Shall the most excellent creature in the lower world perish, the 
fault not being solely his ? Shall the enemy triumph for ever, 
and raise his trophies from the works of the Most High ? Shall 
the reasonable creature lose the fruition of God, and God the 
subjection and sei-vice of the creature, and all mankind be made 
in vain ? Justice considered man as guilty of a transcendent 
crime, and it is its nature to render to every one what is due; 
now " the wages of sin is death," and shall not the judge of 
the world do right ? All the other attributes seemed to be at
tendants on justice. The wisdom of God enforced its plea, it 
being most indecent that sin which provokes the execution should 
procure the abrogation of the law; this would encourage the 
commission of sin without fear. The majesty of God was con
cerned, for it was not becoming his excellent greatness to treat 
with defiled dust, and to offer pardon to a presumptuous rebel 
immediately after his offence, and before he made supplication 
to his judge. The holiness of God did quicken his justice to 
execute the threatening, " for he is of purer eyes than to behold 
iniquity." Habak. 1. As goodness is the essential object of his 
will, which he loves unchangeably wherever it is, so is sin the 
eternal object of his hatred, and where it is found in the love of 
it, renders the subject odious to him. " He will not take the 
wicked by the hand." Job. 8. 20 * The law of contrariety for
bids purity and pollution to mix together. And the veracity of 
God required the inflicting the punishment. For the law being 
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a declaration of God's will, according to which he would dis
pense rewards and punishments, either it must be executed upon 
the offender, or if extraordinarily dispensed with, it must be upon 
such terms, as the honour of God's truth may be preserved. 
This seeming conflict was between the attributes. 

The sublimest spirits in heaven were at a loss how to unravel 
the difficulty, and to find out the miraculous way to reconcile in
finite mercy with inflexible justice; how to satisfy the demands 
of the one, and the requests of the other. God was to over
come himself before he restored man. In this exigence his mer
cy excited his wisdom to interpose as an arbiter, which, in the 
treasure of its incomprehensible light, found out an admirable ex
pedient to save man, without prejudice to his other perfections: 
that was by constituting a mediator both able and willing, be
tween the guilty creature and himself: that by transferring the 
punishment on the surety, he might punish sin, and pardon the 
sinner. And here, the more severe and rigorous justice is, the 
more admirable is the mercy that saves. In the same stupen
dous sacrifice he declared his respect to justice, and his delight 
in mercy. The two principal relations of our Redeemer are, the 
one of a gift from God to man, the other of an oblation for men 
to God. By the one, God satisfies his infinite love to man, 
and, by the other, satisfies his infinite justice for man. Neither 
is it unbecoming God to condescend in accepting the returning 
sinner, when a Mediator of infinite dignity intercedes for favour. 
The divine majesty is not lessened, when " God is in Christ re
conciling the world unto himself." 2 Cor. 5. Neither is the 
sanctity of God disparaged by his clemency to sinners, for the 
Redeemer is the principle and pattern of holiness to all that are 
saved. The same grace that inclined God to send his ôn to die 
for us, gives his spirit to live in us, that we may be revived and 
renewed according to his image, and by conformity to God be 
prepared for communion with him. Here is a sweet concurrence 
of all the attributes, " Mercy and truth are met together, righ
teousness and peace kiss each other." Psal. 85. 10. Who can 
count up this heap of wonders? Who can unfold all the trea
sures of this mysterious love? The tongue of an angel cannot 
explicate it according to its dignity: it is the fairest copy of 
the divine wisdom, the consummation of all God's counsels, 
wherein all the attributes are displayed in their brightest lustre: 
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it is here *̂ the manifold wisdom of God appears." Ephes. 
3. iO. The angels of light bend themselves with extraordi
nary application of mind, and ardent affections to study the 
rich and unsearchable variety that is in it, 1 Pet. 1.12. irapaxu-
•iiou an allusion " to the posture of the cherubims looking into 
the ark." Only the same understanding comprehends it which 
contrived it. But as one that views the ocean, though he can
not see its bounds or bottom, yet he sees so much as to know 
that that vast collection of waters is far greater than what is 
within the compass of his short sight: so though we cannot un
derstand all the depths of that immense wisdom, which ordered 
the way of our salvation, yet we may discover so much, as to 
know with the apostle, that it surpasses knowledge, Eph. 3. 
He that is the brightness of his Father's glory, and the light of 
the world, so illuminate our dark understandings, that we may 
conceive aright of this great mystery. 

The first thing that offers itself to consideration, is, the com
pass of the divine wisdom, in taking occasion from the sin and 
fall of man to bring more glory to God, and to raise him to a 
more excellent state. Sin, in its own nature, hath no tendency to 
good, it is not an apt medium, hath no proper efficacy to promote 
the glory of God: so far is it from a direct contributing to it, 
that, on the contrary, it is the most real dishonour to him. But 
as a black ground in a picture, which, in itself, only defiles, 
when placed by art, sets off the brighter colours, and heightens 
their beauty; * so the evil of sin, which, considered absolutely, 
obscures the glory to God, yet, by the overruling disposition of 
his providence, it serves to illustrate his name, and, to make it 
more glorious in the esteem of reasonable creatures. Without 
the sin of man there had been no place for the most perfect ex
ercise of his goodness, O fcelix culpa quce tantum & talem me
ruit habere Redemptorem. f Happy fault, not in itself, but by 
the wise and merciful counsel of God, to be repaired iu a way so 
advantageous, that the salvation of the earth is the wonder of 
heaven, the redemption of man ravishes the angels. 

The glory of God is more visible in the recovery of lapsed 
man, than if the law had been obeyed, or executed. If Adam 

* In pictura lumen nnn alia res qu.im umbra cojnmcndat. Plin. 

t Non specie, sed ordine placent. Jug. 
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liad persevered in his duty, the reward had been from grace, for 
owing himself to God, he could receive nothing but as a gift from 
his bounty; so that goodness only had then been exercised, and 
not in his highest and most obliging acts, which are to save the 
guilty and miserable; for innocence is incapable of mercy. If 
the sentence had been inflicted, justice had been honoured with 
a solemn sacrifice; but mercy, the sweet, tender, and indulgent 
attribute had never appeared. But now the wisdom of God is 
eminent in the accord of both these attributes. God is equally 
glorious, as equally God, in preserving the authority of his law 
by an act of justice upon our surety, as in the exercise of mercy 
by remitting the punishment to the offender. 

And it is no less honourable to God's wisdom to restore man 
with infinite advantage. It is a mystery in nature, that the cor
ruption of one thing is the generation of another; it is more mys
terious in grace, that the fall of man should occasion his more 
noble restitution. Innocence was not his last end, his supreme 
felicity transcends the first. The holiness of Adam was perfect, 
but mutable: but holiness in the redeemed, though in a less 
degree, shall be victorious over all temptations: for they are 
joined to the heavenly Adam in a strict and inviolable union. 
And those graces are acted by them, for the exercise of which 
there were no objects aud occasions in innocence; 1 Pet. 2. 20. 
as compassion to the miserable, forgiveness of injuries, fortitude 
and patience; all which, as they are a most lively resemblance of 
the divine perfections, I Pet. 4. 14. so an excellent ornament to 
the soul, and infinitely endear it to God. And the happiness of 
our renewed state exceeds our primitive felicity. Whether we 
consider the nature of it, it is wholly spiritual; or the place of it, 
heaven the sanctuary of life and immortality; or the constitution 
of the body, which shall be clothed with celestial qualities: hut 
this will be particularly discussed in its proper place. 

These are the effects of infinite wisdom, to the production of 
which sin affords no casualty, but hath merely an accidental re
spect. As the apostle interprets the words of David, Rom. 3. 4. 
" Against thee only have I sinn.ed, that thou mightest be justified 
in thy sayings, aud overcome when thou judgest." Which doth 
not respect the intention of David, but the event only. The 
greater his injustice was in the commission, the more clear would 
God's justice be in the condemnation of his sin. 
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2. The wisdom of God appeared in ordaining such a Mediator, 
who was qualified to reconcile God to man, and man to God. 
The first and most admirable article in the mystery of godliness, 
and the foundation of all the rest is, that " God is manifest in 
the flesh." I Tim. 3. 16. The middle must equally touch the 
extremes. A mediator must be capable of the sentiments and 
affections of both the paities he will reconcile. He must be a 
just esteemer of the rights and injuries of tbe one and the other, 
and have a common interest in both. The Son of God assuming 
the human nature, perfectly possesses these qualities, he hath zeal 
for God, and compassion for man. He hath t?ken pledges of 
heaven and earth; the supreme nature in heaven, and the most 
excellent on the earth, to make the hostility cease between 
them. He is Irnnianuel by nature and office. And if no less 
than an inspired wisdom could devise how to frame the earthly 
tabernacle, Exod. 36. wherein God dwelt in a shadow and 
typical manner, ŵ hat wisdom v/as requisite to frame the hu
man nature of Christ, wherein the " Deity was really to dwell ?" 
John I. 

Now to discover more clearly the divine wisdom, in uniting the 
two natures in Christ, to qualify him for his office. Colas. 1. it 
is requisite to consider, that the oSce of mediator hath three 
charges annexed to it; the priestly, v/hich respects God; the pro
phetical and kingly, which regard men. These have a respect to 
the evils which oppress fallen man; aTid they are guilt, ignorance, 
sin, and death. Man was capitally guilty of the breach of God's 
law, and under the tyranny of his lusts, in the issue liable to 
death. 

The Redeemer is made to him wisdom, righteousness, sancti
fication, and redemption. These benefits are dispensed by him 
in his threefold office; as a priest he expiates sin, as a prophet 
he instructs the church, as a king he regulates the lives of his 
subjects, delivers them from their enemies, and makes them hap
py. Now the divine and human nature are requisite for the 
performance of all these. For nothing is effectual to an end, but 
what is proportionable and commensurate thereunto; and to pro
portion excesses as well as defects, are opposite. This will ap
pear by taking a distinct view of the several offices of our me
diator. 
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1. The priestly office hath two parts. 

1. To make expiation for sin. 
2. Intercession for sinners. 

Now for the making expiation for sin, there was a necessary 
concurrence of the two natures in our Redeemer. He must be 
man; for the Deity was not capable of those submissions and suf
ferings which were requisite to expiate sin. And he must be 
man, that the sinning nature might suffer, and thereby acquire a 
title to the satisfaction that is made. The meritorious imputa
tion of Christ's sufferings to man, is grounded on the union be
tween them, which is as well natural in his partaking of flesh and 
blood, as moral in the consent of their wills. As the apostle ob
serves, Heb. 2. I I . "That he who sanctifies, and they that 
are sanctified are all one:" so he that suffers, and they for whom 
he suffers, must have communion in the same nature. For this 
reason, God having resolved never to dispense mercy to the fallen 
angels, the Redeemer did not assume the angelical nature, bat 
the seed of Abraham. 

And as the human nature was necessary to qualify him for suf
ferings, and to make them suitable, so the divine was to make 
them sufficient. The lower nature considered in itself, could 
make no satisfaction: the dignity of the divine person makes a 
temporal punishment to be of an infinite value in God's account. 
Besides, the human nature had sunk under the weight of wrath, 
if the Deity had not been personally present to support it. 
Briefly, to perform the first part of his office, he must suffer, yet 
be impassable; die, yet be immortal; and undergo the wrath of 
God, to deliver man from it. * 

2. To make intercession for us, it was requisite that he should 
partake of both natures, that he might have credit with God, and 
compassion to man. The Son hath a prevailing interest in the 
Father, as he testifies, " I know thou hearest me always," 
John 11. 42. A privilege which neither Abraham, Moses, nor 
any other who were the most favoured saints, enjoyed. And, as 
man, he was fit for passion and compassion. The human nature 

* Solus deus sentire, folus Iioioo superare mortem non podiitj <i;iam prft 
nol>is oliire deljuit. 

2 
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is the proper subject of feehng pity, especially when it hath felt 
misery. God is capable of love, not in strictness of compassion. 
For sympathy proceeds from an experimental sense of what one 
hath suffered, and the sight of the like affliction in others, revives 
the affections which were felt in that state, and inclines to pity. 
The apostle offers this to believers as the ground of comfort, 
that he who took our nature, ancj felt our griefs, intercedes for us. 
" For we have not an High-Priest that cannot be touched with 
the feeling of our infirmities, but was in all things tempted as we 
are, yet without sin, Heb. 4. l."). that with an humble confidence 
we may come to the " throne of grace." He hath drunk deepest 
of the cup of sorrows, that he may be an all-sufficient comforter 
to those that mourn. He hath such tender bowels, we may trust 
him to solicit our salvation. In short, it is the great support of 
our faith, that "we have access to the Father by the Son," 
Ephes. 2. 18. and present all our requests I>y a Mediator so wor
thy and so dear to him, and by one who left the joys of heaven, 
that by enduring affliction on earth, his heart might be made tu
nable to the hearts of the afflicted. 

Secondly. For the discharge of the prophetical office, it was 
necessary the Mediator should be God and man. 

1. He must be God, that he might deliver his counsels with 
more authority and efficacy than any mere creature could. He 
must be a teacher sent from heaven that reveals to us the will of 
God concerning the way thither, and the certainty and excellen
cy of that state. Now Christ is the original of all wisdom; it is 
not said the word of the Lord came to him, as to the prophets; 
he is the fountain of all sacred knowledge. The Son came from 
the "bosom of the Father," John 1.18. the seat of his counsels 
and compassions, to reveal those secrets which were concealed 
from the angels, in that light which is inaccessible. And it is 
God alone can teach the heart, and convince the conscience, so 
as to produce a saving belief of the heavenly doctrine, and a 
delight in the discovery, and a resolution to follow it wherever it 
directs. 

2. It was fit he should be man, that he might be familiarly 
conversant with us, and convey the counsels of God in such a 
way as man could receive. All saving truth comes from God, 
and it follows, by just consequence, that the nearer he is to us, 
the better we are like to be instmcted. Now there are two 
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things which render sinful man incapable of immediate converse 
with God. 

1. The infirmity of his nature. 
2. The guilt that cleaves to him. 

First. The infirmity of man's nature cannot endure the glory 
of God's appearance. When the law was delivered on Mount 
Sinai, the Israelites were under great terrors at the sights and 
prodigies which accompanied the divine presence, and they desi
red that God would speak to them no more in his " majesty and 
greatness, lest they should die." Dent. 5. 25. There is such a 
disproportion between our meanness and his excellencies, that 
Daniel, though a favourite of heaven, yet his comehness was 
turned into corruption at the sight of a vision. Dan. 10. 17. 
And the beloved disciple " fell down as dead at the appearance 
of Christ in his glory." Rev. 1. 17. When the eye gazes on 
the sun, it is more tormented with the brightness than pleased 
with the beauty of it; but when the beams are transmitted 
through a coloured medium, they are more temperate and sweet
ened to the sight. The eternal word shining in his full glory, 
the more bright, the less visible is he to mortal eyes; but the in
carnate word is eclipsed and allayed by " a veil of flesh," Heb. 
10. 20. and so made accessible to us. God, out of a tender 
respect to our frailty and fears, promised to " raise up a prophet 
clothed in our nature," Deut. IS. 15. that we might comfortably 
and quietly receive his instnictions. 

2. Guilt makes us fearful of his presence. The approach of 
God awakens the conscience, which is his spy in our bosoms, 
and Causes a dreadful apparition of sin in its view. When one 
beam of Christ's divinity broke forth in the miraculous draught 
of fishes; Peter cries out, " depart from me, for I am a sinfiil 
man, O Lord." Luke 5. 8. Holiness armed with terror strikes 
a sinner into consternation. Now when the mind is shaken with 
a storm of fear, it cannot calmly attend to the counsels of wis
dom. But the Son of God appearing in our nature, to expiate 
sin, and appease divine justice, we are encouraged to draw near 
to him, and sit at his feet, to hear the " words of eternal life." 
Thus God complied with our necessity, that with a freer dispen
sation we might receive the counsels of our Saviour, 

Q 3 
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3. He is qualified for the kingly office, by the union of the 
two natures in him. He must be God to conquer satan, and 
convert the world. As eminent an act of power was necessary 
to redeem, as to create. For although the supreme Judge was 
to be satisfied by bumble sufferings, yet satan, who usurped the 
right of God (for man had no power (John 12. 20.) to alienate 
himself) was to be* subdued: having no just title, he was to be 
cast out by power. Luke 11. 38. And no less than the divine 
power could accomplish our victorious rescue from him. In his 
love he pitied us, and " his holy arm got him tlie victory." Isa. 
63. 9. He is the author of " eternal salvation," Heb. 7. 23. 
which no inferior agent could ever accomplish. It is God alone 
" can overcome death," and him that had " the power of death," 
and bring us safely to felicity. 

Besides, our king must be man, that by the excellency of his 
example, he might lead us iu the way of life. The most rational 
method to reform the world, is, not only to enact laws to be the 
rule of virtuous actions, but for lawgivers to make virtue ho
nourable and imitable by their own practice. And to encourage 
us in the holy war against our enemies visible and invisible, it 
was congruous that the prince of our salvation should take the 
human nature, and submit to the inconveniences of our warfaring 
state. As kings, when they design a glorious conquest, go forth 
in person, and willingly endure the hardships of a military con
dition, to animate their armies. The apostle tells us, Heb. 2. 
10. that it "became him, for whom are all things, and by 
whom are all things, in bringing many sons to glory, to make 
the captain of their salvation perfect through sufferings." God, 
the great designer of all things, foreseeing the suiferings which 
the godly would be exposed in the world, ordained it as most 
convenient, that the author of their deliverance, should, by suf
ferings, obtain the reward, that, by his example, he might 
strengthen and deUver those that suffer to the end. Again, the 
Son of God entered into our family, and is not " ashamed to call 
us brethren." Heb. 2. I I . To make his sceptre amiable to us, 
he exerciseth his dominion with a natural and sensible touch of 
pity, he pardons our failings, and puts a value on our sincere 
though mean services, as an honour done to him. Briefly, in 
him there is a combination of power and love; the power of the 
Deity with the tenderness and clemency of the human nature. 
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" He is the mighty God, and prince of peace." Isa. 6. 9. " He 
is a king just and powerful against our enemies, but mild and 
gentle to his people." Zee. 9. He is willing to remove from us 
all the evils we cannot endure, our sins and sorrows; and able to 
convey to us all the blessings we are capable to enjoy. In all 
his glory he remembers that he is our Saviour. At the day of 
judgment (Tit. 2, lis.) when he shall come with a train of migh
ty angels, he will be as tender of man, as when he suffered on 
the cross. And from hence we may discover the excellency of 
God's contrivance in uniting the divine and human nature in our 
Redeemer, that he might have abihty and affection to qualify him 
for that great and blessed work. 

Thirdiy. The divine wisdom appears in the designation of 
the person. For God resolving to save man in a way that is ho
nourable to his justice, it was expedient a person in the blessed 
Trinity should be put into a state of subjection, to endure the 
punishment due to sin; but it was not convenient the Father 
should: for, 

1. He nmst then have been sent into the world, which is in
congruous to the relations that are between those glorious per
sons. For as they subsist in a certain order, so their operations 
are according to the manner of their subsistence. The Father is 
from himself, and the first motions in all things are ascribed to 
him; the Son is from the Father, and all his actions take their 
rise from him. " The Son can do nothing of himself, hut what 
he seeth the Father do." John 5. 19. The effecting our re
demption is referred to the Father's will as the supreme cause: 
our Saviour, upon his entrance into the world, to undertake that 
work, declares, " I come to do thy will, O God." Heb. 10. 7. 
Upon this account the apostle addresses his thanks to the Father 
as the first agent in our salvation. Col. 1. 12. which is not to 
lessen the glory of the Son and spirit, but to signify, that in the 
accomplishment of it, their working follows their being. 

2. It was not fit that the Father should be incarnate, for he 
must then have sustained the part of a criminal, and appeared in 
that quality before the supreme Judge: but this was not conso
nant to the order among the persons. For although they are of 
equal majesty, being oue God, yet the Father is the first person, 
and to him belongs most congruously to be the guardian of the 
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laws and rights of heaven, to exact satisfaction for offences, and 
to receive intercessions for the pardon of the penitent. 

3. Neither was it fit that the third person should undertake 
that work. For besides the sacrifice of propitiation, it was ne
cessary the divine power should be exerted, to enlighten the 
minds, and incline the wills of men to receive the Redeemer, that 
the benefits of his death might be applied to them. * Now the 
Redeemer is considered as the object, and the Holy Spirit as the 
disposer of the faculty to receive it. And in the natural order of 
things, the object must exist before the operation of the faculty 
upon it. There must be light before the eye can see. So In the 
disposition of the causes of our salvation, the Redeemer must be 
ordained, and salvation purchased, before the divine power is 
put forth to enable the soul to receive it; and accordingly it is 
the office of the Spirit, who is the " power of God," Luke L 
35. and by whom the Father and the Son execute all things, to 
render effectual the redemption procured by the Son. 

Briefly, the mission of the persons is according to their prin
ciple. The Father sends the Son to require salvation for us, 
John 3. 17. the Son sends the Spirit to apply it. John 16. 7. 
Thus there is no disturbing of their sacred order; more particu
larly in appointing the Son to assume the human nature, and to 
restore lapsed man, the wisdom of God is evident: for, by that, 

1. The properties of the sacred persons are preserved entire: 
the same title js appropriated to both natures in our Mediator. 
His state on earth corresponds with his state in heaven. He is 
the only Son from eternity, and the first born in time: and the 
honour due" to the eternal and divine, and to the temporal but 
supernatural sonship, is attributed to him. 

2. To unite the glorious titles of Creator and Redeemer in the 
same person. The Father made " the world by the Son." Heb. 
1.2. By this title he had an original propriety in man, which 
could not be extinguished : though we had forfeited our right in 
him, he did not lose his right in us. Our contract with satan 
could not nulUfy it. Now it was consonant that the Son, should 
be employed to recover his own, that the Creator in the begin... 
ning should be the Redeemer in the fulness of time. 

• Vid. Amyr. de Trio, 
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3. Who could more fitly restore us to favour, and the right of 
children, than tlie only hegotten and only heloved Son, who is 
the singular and everlasting object of his Father's delight ? Our 
relation to God is an imitation and expression of Christ's. He is 
a son by nature, a servant by condescension, we are servants by 
nature, and sons by grace and favour. Eph. 1. 5. Our adoption 
into the line of heaven is by the purchase of his blood. The 
eternal Son " took flesh, aud was made under the law, that we 
might receive the adoption of sons." Rom. 8. 29. Who was 
more fit to repair the image of God in man, and beautify his 
nature, that was defiled with sin, than the Son who is " the ex
press image of his Father's person," Heb. 1. 3. and brightness 
and beauty itself? Who can better communicate the divine 
counsels to us, than the Eternal Word ? 

4. The wisdom of God appears in making the remedy to have 
a proportion to the cause of our ruin ; that as we fell in Adam 
our representative, 1 Cor. 15. 22. so we are raised by Christ, the 
head of our recovery. The apostle makes the comparison be
tween the first and second Adam; Rom. 5. 18, 19. " Therefore 
as by the offence of one, judgment came upon all to condemna
tion, even so by the righteousness of one, the free gift came upon 
all men to the justification of life. For as by one man's disobe
dience many were made sinners, so by the obedience of one 
many shall be made righteous." * They are considered as cau
ses of contrary effects. The effects are sin and righteousness, 
condemnation and justification. As the disobedience of the first 
Adam is meritoriously imputed to all his natural posterity, and 
brings death upon all; so the righteousness of the second is me
ritoriously imputed to all his spiritual progeny, to obtain life for 
them. The carnal Adam having lost original righteousness, de
rives a corrupt nature to all that descend from him. And the 
spiritual having by his obedience purchased divine grace for us, 
(that being the price without which so rich a treasure as holi
ness could not be obtained) conveys a vital efficacy to renew his 
people. The same spirit of holiness which anointed our Re
deemer, does quicken all his race, that as " they have home the 
image of the earthlv, they may bear the image of the heavenly 
Adam." 1 Cor. 15. 49. 

• ^mula ratione recuperavit nos Dens. Tertul, 
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5. The divine wisdom is visible in the manner whereby our re
demption is accomplished; that is, by the humiMation of the Son 
of God. By this he did counterwork the sin of angels and man. 
* Pride is the poison of every sin, for in every one the creature 
prefers his pleasure, and sets up his will above God's: but it 
was the special sin of Adam. The devil would have levelled 
heaven by an uni)ardonable usurpation ; he said, " 1 will be like 
the Most High:" and man infected with his breath, (you shall 
be like God) became sick of the same disease. Now Christ that 
by the quality of the remedy he might cure our disease in its 
source and cause, applied to our pride an unspeakable humility. 

Man was guilty of tha highest robbery in affecting to be equal 
with God, and the eternal Son, who was " in the form of Gcd, 
and equal to him" in majesty and authority, Phil. 2. 6. without 
sacrilege or usurpation, ha emptied hiniseli" by assumiig the 
human nature in its servile state. " The Word was made f.esh," 
John 1. 14. the meanest part is specified, to signify the greatness 
of his abasement. There is such an infinite distance between 
God and flesh, that the condescension is as admirable as the con
trivance. So great was the malignity of our pride, for the cure 
of which such a profound humility was requisite. By this he 
destroyed the first " work of the devil." 1 John 3. 8. 

6. The wisdom of God appears in ordaining such contempti
ble, and in appearance, opposite means, to accomplish such 
glorious effects. The way is as wonderful as the woik. That 
Christ by dying on the cross, a reputed rralefaetor, should be 
made our eternal righteousness; that descending to the grave, he 
should bring up the lost world to life and immortality, is so in
credible to our narrow understandings, that he saves us, and 
astonishes us at once. And in nothing it is more visible, " that 
the thoughts of God are as far above our thoughts, and his way* 
above our ways, as heaven is above the earth." Isa. 55. 8. It is 
a secret in physic to compound the most noble remedies of things 
destructive to nature, and thereby make one death victorious over 
another: but that eternal life should spring from death, glory 
from ignominy, blessedness from a curse, is so repugnant to hu
man sense, that to render the belief of it easy, it was foretold by 
many prophecies, that when it came to pass, it might be looked 

* UDum-quodque eodem modo dissolvitur, quo coDstituitur. 
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on as the effect of God's eternal counsel. The apostle tells us, 
1 Cor. 1. 23. that " Christ crucified was to the Jews a stum
bling-block, and to the Gentiles foolishness." The grand So
phies of the world esteemed it absurd and unreasonable to be
lieve, that he who was exposed to sufferings, could save others : 
but those who are called, discover that the doctrine of salvation, 
by the cross of Christ, which the world counted folly, ver. 24. is 
the great " wisdom of God," and most convenient for his end. 
A double reason is given of this method. 

1. Because the heathen world did not find and own God in 
the way of nature. " For after that, in the wisdom of God, the 
world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the foolish
ness of preaching, to save them that believe." 2 Cor. 1. 21. 
The frame of the world is called the wsdom of God; the name 
of the cause is given to the effect, in regard the divine wisdom is 
so clearly discovered there, as if it had taken a visible form, and 
presented itself to the view of men. But those who professed 
themselves wise, did not acknowledge the Creator: for some 
conceited the world to be eternal, others that it was the product 
of chance, Rom. 1. 22. and became guilty of the most absolute 
contradiction to reason. For who can believe that one who is 
blind from his birth, and by consequence perfectly ignorant of all 
colours, and of the art of painting, should take a bundle of pen
cils into his hand, and dipping them in colours mixed and cor
rupted, paint a great battle with that perfection in the design, 
propriety in the colours, distinction in the habits and counte
nances, as if it were not represented but present to the specta
tors ? Who ever saw a temple, or palace, or any regular build
ing, spring from the stony bowels of a mountain ? Yet some 
famous philosophers " became thus vain in their imaginations," 
Rom. 1. 21. fancying, that the world proceeded from the casual 
concourse of atoms. And the rest of them neglected to know 
God so fai- as they might, and to honour him so far as they knew. 
They debased the Deity by unworthy conceptions of his nature, 
and by performing such acts of worship, as were not fit for a ra
tional spirit to offer, nor for the pure majesty of heaven to re
ceive. Besides, they ascribed his name, attributes, and honour 
to creatures: not only the lights of heaven, and the secret powers 
which they supposed did govern them; not only kuigs, and great 
men, who were, by their authority, raised above others, but the 
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most despicable things in nature, beasts and birds were the ob
jects of their adoration. " They changed the glory of the in
corruptible God, into an image made like to a corruptible man, 
and to birds, and four-footed beasts, and creeping things." Rom. 
1. 23. A sin so foul, that it betrayed them to brutish blindness, 
and to the most infamous lusts, natural and unnatural. Now 
since the most clear and open discovery of God's wisdom was in
effectual to reclaim the world, he was pleased to change his 
method. They neglected him appearing in his majesty, and he 
now comes clothed with infirmities: and since by natural light 
they would not see God the Creator, he is imperceptible to the 
light of nature as Redeemer: the discovery of him depends on 
revelation. The wisdom of God in making the world is evident 
to every eye, but the gospel is " wisdom in a mystery." 1 Cor. 
2. 7. The Deity was conspicuous in the creation, but concealed 
under a veil of flesh when he wrought our redemption. He was 
more easily discovered when invisible, than when visible : he 
created the world by power, but restored it by sufferings. 

2. That the honour of all might solely redound to him. " God 
hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; 
and the weak things of the world to confound the things that are 
mighty; and base things of the world, and things which are de
spised God hath chosen; yea, and things that are not, to bring 
to nought things that are, that no flesh should glory in his pre
sence." 1 Cor. 1.27, 28, 29. Thus Moses, the redeemer of 
Israel, was an infant exposed to the mercy of the waters, drawn 
forth from an ark of bulrushes, and not employed whilst he 
lived in the splendour of the court, but when banished as a 
criminal, and deprived of all power. And our Redeemer took 
not on him the nature of angels, equal to satan in power, but 
took part of flesh and blood, * the more signally to triumph 
over that proud spirit in the human nature which was inferior to 
his, and had been vanquished by him in paradise. Therefore he 
did not immediately exercise omnipotent power to destroy him, 
but managed our weakness and infirmity to foil the roaring lion. 
He did not enter into the combat in the glory of his Deity, but 
disguised under the human nature, which was subject to mor-

* Non ei majestate naturse suae, sed babitu nostrae congrediens, & nihil ei 
extorquensviolento dominatu, sed supreans lege justitix. Paulin. 
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tality. And thus the devil is overcome in the same manner as 
he first got the victorj': for as the whole race of man was capti
vated hy him in Adam the representative ; so helievers are vic
torious over him as the tempter .and tormentor, by the conquest 
that Christ their representative obtained in the wilderness, and 
on the cross. And as our ruin was effected by the subtilty of 
satan, so our recovery is wrought by the wisdom of God; who 
takes " the wise in their own craftiness." 1 Cor. 1. The devil 
excited Judas by avarice, the Jews by malice, and Pilate from 
reason of state, to accomplish the death of Christ; and he then 
seemed to be victorious. Now what was more honourable to the 
Prince of our salvation, than the turning the enemy's point upon 
his own breast, and by " dying, to overcome him that had the 
power of death?" Heb. 2. 14. This was signified in the first 
promise of the gospel, where the salvation of man is inclosed in 
the curse of the serpent, that is, the devil clothed with that 
figure, " it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel." 
Gen. 3. 15. That is, the Son of God should, by suffering in 
our flesh, overcame the enemy of mankind, and rescue innume
rable captives from his tyranny: here the events are most con
trary to the probability of their cause. And what is more worthy 
of God, than to obtain his ends in such a maimer, as the glory 
of all may be in solidum ascribed to him ? 

7. The divine wisdom appears, in laying the design of the 
gospel in such a manner, as to provide for the comfort, and pro
mote the holiness of man. This is God's signature upon all 
heavenly doctrines, which distinguishes them firom carnal inven
tions ; they have a direct tendency to promote his glory, and 
the real benefit of the rational creature : thus the way of salvation 
by Jesus Christ, is most fit as to reconcile God to man by se
curing his honour, so to reconcile man to God by encouraging 
his hope. Till this be effected, he can never be happy in com
munion with God: for that is nothing else but the reciprocal 
exercise of love between God and the soul. Now nothing can 
represent God as amiable to a guilty creature but his inclination 
to pardon. Whilst there are apprehensions of inexorable seve
rity, there will be hard thoughts burning in the breast against 
God: till the soul is released from terrors it can never tmlv love 
him. To extinguish our hatred, he must conquer our fears, and 
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this he hath done by giving us the most undoubted and con
vincing evidence ot his affections. 

1. By contracting tlie most intimate alliance with mankind. 
In this God is not only lovely, but love, I John 4. 8, 9. and his 
love is not only visible to our understandings, but to our senses : 
the divine nature in Christ is joined to the human, in an union 
that is not tj îical or temporary, but real and permanent. " The 
Word was made flesh." John 1. "And in him dwells the ful
ness of the Godhead bodily." Col. 1. Now as love is an affec
tion of union, so the strictest union is an evidence of the greatest 
love. The Son of God took the seed of Abraham, Heb. 2. the 
original element of our nature, that our interest in him might be 
more clear and certain. He stooped from the height of his glory 
to our low embraces, that we might \vith more confidence lay 
hold on his mercy. 

2. By providing complete satisfaction to offended justice. The 
guilty convinced creature is restless and inquisitive after a way 
*' to escape the wrath to come." For being under the apprehen
sion that God is an incensed judge, it is very sensible of the 
greatness and nearness of the danger, there being nothing be
tween it and eternal torments, but a thin veil of flesh. Now an 
abundant satisfaction is made, that most eflFectually expiates and 
abolishes the guilt of sin : that is a temporary act, but of infinite 
evil, being committed against an infinite object; the death of 
Christ was a temporary passion, but of infinite vahie, in respect 
of the subject; the honour of the law is fully repaired, so that 
God is justly merciful, and dispenses " pardon to the glory of 
his righteousness. He hath set forth his Son to be a propitiation 
through faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness, that he 
7night be just, and the justifier of him who believes in Jesus." 
Rom. 3. 25. And what stronger security can be given, that God 
is ready to pardon man, upon his accepting the terms of the gos
pel, than the giving his Son to be our atonement ? If the stream 
swell so high as to overflow the banks, will it stop in a descend
ing valley ? Hath he, with so dear an expence, satisfied his 
justice, and will he deny his mercy to relenting and returning 
sinners ? This argument is powerfiil enough to overcome the 
most obstinate infidelity. 

3. By the unspeakable gift; of his Son, he assures our hopes 
of heaven, which is a reward so great and glorious, that our 
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guilty hearts are apt to suspect we shall never enjoy it. We are 
secure of his faithfiilness, having his infallible promise; and of 
his goodness, having such a pledge in our hands. As the apostle 
argues, Rom. S. 22. " If he hath given us his Son, will he not 
with him give us all things ?" Will he give us the tree of life, 
and not permit us to eat of its fniit? Is it conceivable, that 
having laid the foundation of our happiness in the death of his 
Son, an act, to which his tender affection seemed so repugnant, 
that he will not perform the rest, which he can do by the mere 
signification of his will ? It is an excellent encouragement St. 
Austin propounds from hence; Securus esto accepturum te vitam 
ipsi'is, qui pigntis hnbes mortis ipsius, &c. Be assured thou 
shalt partake of his life, who hast the pledge of it in his death. 
He hath performed more than he promised. It is more incre
dible, that the eternal should die, than that a mortal creature 
should live for ever. 

In short; since no mortal eye can discover the heavenly glory, 
to convince us of the reality of the invisible state, and to support 
our departing souls in their passage through the dra-k and terrible 
valley, our Saviour rose froai the grave, ascended in our nature 
to heaven, and is the model of our happiness : he is at the right 
hand of God to dispense life and immortality to all that believe 
on him. And what can be more comfortable to us, than the 
assurance of that blessedness, v/hich, as it eclipses all the glorj' 
of the v/orld, so it makes deith itself desirable in order to the 
enjoyment of it. 

2. As the comfort, so the holiness of ma i is most promoted in 
this way of our redeinption. Suppose we had been recovered up
on easier terms, the evil of sin would have been lessened in our 
esteem; (we are apt to judge of the danger of a disease from the 
diiTiculty of its cure) hunger is repute J a small trouble, (although 
if it be not satisfied it wll prove deadly) becau-c a small price will 
procure what m.ay remove it; and the mercy t'lat saves us, had 
not appeared so great. He that falls into a pit, and is drawi» 
forth by an easy pull of the hand, cloth not think himself greatly 
obliged to the person that helped him, though if he had remained 
there he must have perished. But when the Son of God had 
suffered for us, more than ever one friend suffered for another, or 
a father for a son, or than the strength and patience of an angel 
can endure; who would not be struck with horror at the thoughts 
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of that poison which required such a dreadful cure ? And the 
benefit we receive in so costly a way, is justly magnified hy us. 
Now what is more apt to inflame our love to God, than the ad
mirable expression of his love to us, in that with the most pre
cious blood he ransomed us from hell ? How doth it endear obe
dience, that God hath sacrificed his Son, to keep us from acts of 
hostility ? So that the grace of the gospel is so far from in
dulging sin, that it gives the most deadly wound to it. Especi
ally when the tenor of the new covenant is, that the condemned 
creature, in order to receive pardon, and the benefits that are 
purchased, must receive the benefactor, with the most entire con
sent, for his Prince and Saviour. The law of faith requires us to 
submit to his sceptre, as well as to depend upon his sacrifice. 
The gospel is a conditional act of oblivion, that none may ven
ture to sin upon confidence of pardon. 

And since the occasion of the fall was from a conceit, that 
man could better his estate by complying ivith the tempter, and 
obtain a more desirable happiness in the creature, than in the fa
vour of God: his recovery is by revealing to him wherein true 
blessedness consists ; and giving him an assurance that he may 
obtain it. For man will never subject himself to God as his 
highest Lord, till he looks on him as his last end, and sovereign 
good. Now the gospel offers to us the most effectual means, to 
convince man of the folly of his choice, in making the creature 
his happiness. For, the Son of God, who was heir of all things, 
during his continuance in the world, was in the perpetual exercise 
of self-denial. He lived a despised life, and died an ignominious 
death, to discover to us, that as the miseries of this life cannot 
make us truly miserable, so the prosperities of it cannot make us 
truly happy. Besides, how is it possible that the wretched en
joyment of this world, should be the blessedness for which he 
spent his sweat, his tears, his blood ? The rich price he laid 
down doth most powerfully convince us, that our felicity is in
finitely more valuable than all earthly things, and can be no less 
than the fruition of God himself. Thus the divine wisdom hath 
so ordered the way of our salvation, that as mercy and justice in 
God, so holiness and comfort may be perfectly united in the 
reasonable creature. 
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CHAP. VI. 
Practical inferences. A superlative degree of praise and thankTiilness due 

to God for the revelation of the gospel. It is not discovered by the crea
tion. It is above the reach of natural reasin. The heathen world is en
tirely ignorant of it. It is pure grace that distinguishes one nation from 
another, in sending the gospel. Evangelical knowledge deserves our most 
serious study. The gospel exceeds all eonteuiplative and practical scien
ces, contemplative in the greatness of its objert, and the certainty of its 
principle. Practical in the excellency of its end, and the efficacy of the 
means, 

I. WHAT a superlative degree of praise and thankfulness , is 
due to God, for revealing his eternal and compassionate counsel 
in order to our salvation ? The fall of man was so wounding and 
deadly, that only an infinite understanding could find out the 
means for his recovery. And if that mercy which moved the 
Lord to ordain the remedy, had not discovered it, a thick cloud 
of despair had covered mankind, being for ever unable to con
ceive the way of our redemption. It is a mystery " which eye 
hath not seen, nor ear heard, nor hath eirtered into the heart of 
man to conceive." 1 Cor. 2. All human knowledge is acqui
red by two sorts of facultierf; the external and internal. Of the 
first, sight and hearing are the most spiritual, and convey the 
knowledge of the most worthy objects. They are the senses of 
discipline, the other three are immersed in matter, and are inca
pable to make such clear discoveries. Besides those impressions 
that are made on the senses, we may form some ideas in the 
imagination; upon which the mind reflecting may argue and dis
course: thus far the light and vigour of the understanding can 
only go. So that the apostle declares, that the whole plot of 
the gospel was without the compass of our most searching facul
ties. This will be evident by considering, 

1. There was np discovery of it in the creation: the voice of 
the heavens instructs us concerning the being of God, but not in 
the secrets of his will. The economy of man's redemption is the 
mercifiil design of God, which hath no connexion with the exist
ence of the creatures, but depends only upon his good pleasure. 

R 
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It is as impossible to read the divine decrees in the volume of the 
world, as for the eye to discover a sound, which hath neither 
figure, colour, nor visible motion. Besides, the glorious nature 
of God in three persons, which is the foundation of this mysteri
ous mercy, is not m.ade known by the visible frame of the uni
verse. It is true, in all external works the three persons are 
equally concerned: being of one essence, they are of one efficacy; 
and the essential perfections of the Deity as they concur, so they 
are evident in the production of all things. The first motive is 
goodness, Rom. I . 20. that which orders and directs is wisdom, 
that which executes is power. And the several ranks of crea
tures, according to their state, reflect an honour on their author. 
Things endued with life, declare him to be the fountain of life, 
and intellectual creatures represent him to be the Father of 
lights. But the personal being, as personal, operating nothing 
out of the divine nature, there is no resemblance in the world 
that expresses the distinction, propriety, and singularity of the 
persons, so as to discover them to the human understanding. 
Those deeper mysteries of the Deity are only made known by the 
word of God. 

2. It is above the strain and reach of natural reason to attain 
to the knowledge of it. There are seminal sparks of the " law in 
the heart of man, Rom. 2. 15. some common principles of piety, 
justice and charity, without which the world would soon disband 
and fall into confusion; but there is not the least presumption or 
conjecture of the contrivance of the gospel. Though misery 
sharpens the mind, and makes it more ingenious to find out ways 
of deliverance, yet here reason was utterly at a loss. How could 
it ever enter into the thoughts of the Israelites, that by erecting 
a brazen serpent on a pole, and looking towards it, the wounds 
made by the fiery serpents should be healed? And how could 
guilty man find out a way to satisfy infinite justice by the sufler-
ings of a Mediator, and to heal the wounded spirit by believing 
on him ? The most inquiring reason could never have thought 
of the wonders of the incarnation, that a virgin should conceive, 
and a God be bom; nor of the death of the Prince of life, and 
the resurrection, and ascension of the Lord of glory. We may 
see how impossible it is for the natural understanding to discover 
the mystery of redemption, when those that had the highest re
putation for wisdom were ignorant of the creation. The philo-
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sophers were divided in nothing more, than in their account of 
the world's original. * Some imagined it to proceed from water, 
others from fire; some from order, others from confusion; some 
to he from eternity, others in time. If the soul's eye he so 
weakened as not to see that etcrnjil power, which is so apparent 
in its effects, much less could it pierce into the will, and free de
terminations of God, of which there is not the least intimation or 
shadow in the things that are made. This wisdom comes from 
ahove, and "was hidden from ages and generations." Rom. 
16. 5. It is called the " mystery of Christ," Ephes. 3. 4. He 
is the object, and revealer of it: the " mystery of faith," 1 Tim. 
3. 9. the discovery of which was by pure revelation: the " mys
tery of his will," Ephes. I . 9. an inviolable secret, till he was 
pleased to make it known. Were the human understanding as 
clear as it is corrupt, yet it cannot, by the strength of discourse, 
arrive at the knowledge of it. Supernatural revelation was ne
cessary to discover it to the angels. The thoughts of men are a 
secret, into which the Creator alone had right to enter, 2 Chron. 
6. 30, it being his prerogative to search the heart; the angels 
conjecture only, from the dispositions of men, from outward cir
cumstances, from the images hi the fancy, and from material im
pressions on the blood and spirits, what are the thoughts of the 
heart: and much less can they discover the counsel of God him
self. The apostle tells us, Ephes, 3, 10, "To principalities 
and powers in heavenly places, by the church, the manifold wis
dom of God is made known," By the first coming of Christ, 
and the conversion of the world, the depths of the divine wisdom 
were opened, and there remains much undiscovered, which his 
second coming shall gloriously make known. Before the first 
they understood not the foundation; till the second, not the per
fection of our recovery. Briefly, the "spirit that searches the 
mysterious counsels of God," I Cor, 2. 10, is the alone intelli
gencer of heaven, that reveals them to the world. And the more 
to incite us with sincere and humble thankfulness to acknow
ledge this invaluable mercy, it will be usefiil to reflect on the 
state of the heathen world, who are entirely ignorant of this mys
tery. 

The apostle describes the case of the Gentiles in such terms as 

• Facilis inter Iiorologia quam inter philosophos conveniet. Senec. 
R 2 
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argue it to be extremely dangerous, if not desperate, Epbes. 2. 
12. " Tbeir understandings were darkened, being alienated from 
tbe life of God, tbrougb the ignoranee that is in them. They 
were without Christ, aliens from the eommonwealth of Israel, 
strangers from the covenant of the promise, without hope." They 
had no sense of their misery, no expectation, nor desire of mer
cy. Not only the barbarous and savage, but the polished and 
civilized nations are called a^soi, being without the knowledge of 
the true God, and of a Saviour. Philosophy never made one be
liever. And as the want of a sovereign remedy exposes a man 
that hath a mortal disease to certain ruin; so the single igno
rance of the gospel leaves men in a state of perdition. It is true, 
where the faculties are not capable, or the object is not revealed, 
God doth not impute the want of knowledge as a crime. But 
salvation is obtained only by the covenant of grace, which is 
founded in the satisfaction of the Redeemer. And it is by "the 
knowledge of him that he justifies many," Isa. 53. 11. God 
would have " all men saved by coming to the knowledge of the 
truth," 1 Tim. 2. 4. that is the doctrine of the gospel, so 
called in respect to its excellency, being the most profitable that 
ever was revealed. The infants of believers are saved by special 
privilege, for the merits of Christ, without any apprehension of 
him. But others, who are come to the use of reŝ on, are made 
partakers of blessedness by the knowledge of God in Christ. 
-" This is life eternal, to know thee to be the only true God, and 
Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent." John 17. 3. The sun quick
ens some creatures by its vital influences, which are buried in the 
caves of the earth, and never see the light, but the Sun of Righ
teousness illuminates all whom he saves. What degree of know
ledge is necessary of the dignity of his person, and the efficacy of 
his mediation, I cannot determine: but that the heathens, who 
are absolutely strangers to the holy means of our recovery, and 
do not believe on God reconciled in the Son of his love, should 
partake of saving mercy; I do not see anything in the gospel 
(which is the revelation of God's will concerning our salvation) 
upon which to build a rational hope. Indeed, if any heathen 
were seriously penitent, God is so merciful, that he would rather 
dispatch an angel from heaven, saying, " deliver him from going 
down into the pit, I have found a ransom;" or by some extraor
dinary lyay instruct him in the necessary knowledge of our Savi-
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our, than suffer him to perish. But repentance as well as for
giveness is purchased and dispensed alone hy our Saviour, Acts 
5. 31. And that any receive this benefit, who are entirely ig
norant of the benefactor, we cannot tell. Now this should raise 
our esteem of the discriminating favour of God to us. 

What a flood of errors and miseries covered the earth, when 
the "grace of God that brings salvation first appeared? The 
deluge was universal, and so was the destruction. Those that 
were most renovfned for wisdom, the philosophers of Greece, and 
the orators of Rome, were swallowed up, only the church of 
Christ is triumphant over the merciless waters. When Noah, 
from the top of the mountain, saw the sad remains of that dread
ful inundation, what a lively sense of joy possessed his breast? 
As misery is heightened, so happiness is set off by comparison: * 
not that there is any regular content to see the destruction of 
others; but the sense of our own preservation from a common 
ruin, raises our joy to its highest elevation. The first work of 
Noah, after his deliverance, was to build an altar, on which to 
offer the sacrifices of thanksgiving to his preserver, f We should 
imitate his example. 

How many nations, unknown to our world, remain in the dark
ness and shadow of death, now " the day-spring from on high 
hath visited us?" This special favour calls for special thankful
ness. Were there any qualities in us to incline God to prefcE us 
before others, it would lessen our esteem of the benefit. But 
this distinguishing mercy is one of those free acts of God, for 
which there is no reason in the objects on which they are exer
cised. St. Austin calls it, profundum erucis. % As the lowest 
part of the cross is under ground unseen, but the upper part is 
exposed to sight: so the effects of the divine predestination, the 
fruits of the cross, are visible, but the reasons are not within our 
view. Wlien " God divided the world," and chose Israel for his 
heritage to receive the promise of the Messiah, and left the rest 

* Est miser nemo nisi comparatus. 

+ Non quia vexari quenquam est sincera voluptas } sed qnibus ipse inaU« 
careas, quia cernere suave est» Lucret. 

J Quare ergo illi datum est, & jl l i non datum ? Non me piget dicere, hoe 
est profundum crncis. Admiratione exclamare possum, dispnfatione demon-
strare non possum, quam raagniiicia snnt opera laa, domine ! jiag, de V»rl>, 
Apoatol, Serm. 
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in thick and disconsolate darkness, there was no apparent cause 
of this inequality; for they all sprang from the same corrupt root, 
and equally deserved a final rejecti n. There was no singnlar 
good in them, nor transcendent evils in others. The unaccount
able pleasure of God was the sole motive of the diflferent dispen
sation. Our Saviour breaks forth in an ecstacy of joy, " I thank 
thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that thou hast hid 
these things from the wise and prudent, and revealed them unto 
babes; even so, father, for so it seemed good in thy sight." It 
is the prerogative of God to reveal the secrets of the kingdom to 
whom he pleases. Mat. 13. 11. It is an act of pure grace, put
ting a difference between oue nation and another, with the same 
liberty; as in the creation of the same indigested matter he form
ed the earth, the dregs of the universe, and the sun and stars the 
ornaments of the heavens, and the glory of the visible world. 
How can we reflect on our spiritual obligations to divine grace 
without a rapture of soul ? The corruption of nature was uni
versal, our ignorance as perverse, and our manners as profane as 
of other nations, and we had been condemned to an eternal 
night, if the light of life had not graciously shined upon us. 
This should warm our hearts in affectionate acknowledgments to 
God, " who hath made knovra to us the riches of the glory of 
this mystery, amongst the Gentiles," Col. 1. 26, 27. and with 
that revelation the concomitant power of the spirit, to translate 
us "from the kingdom of darkness into the kingdom of his dear 
Son." If the publication of the law by the ministry of angels to 
the Israelites were such a privilege, that it is reckoned their pe
culiar treasure: "he hath showed his statutes unto Israel; he 
hath not dealt so with any nation." Psal. 147- 19, 20. What is 
the revelation of the gospel by the Son of God himself? For 
although the law is obscured and defaced since the fall, yet there 
are some ingrafted notions of it in the human nature, but there 
is not the least suspicion of the gospel. The law discovers our 
misery, but the gospel alone shows the way to be delivered from 
it. If an advantage so great and so precious doth not touch our 
hearts; and in possessing it with joy, if we are not sensible of the 
engagement the Father of mercies hath laid upon us, we shall be 
the ungratefullest wretches in the world. 

II. This incomprehensible mystery is worthy of our most seri
ous thoughts and study, that we may arrive to a fuller knowledge' 
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of it. And to incite us, it will be fit to consider tbose excellen
cies, whicb will render it most desirable. Knowledge is a quality 
so eminent, tbat it truly ennobles one spirit above another. Aa 
reason is the singular ornament of the human nature, whereby it 
excels the brutes; so in proportion, knowledge, which is the per
fection of the understanding, raises those who are possessors of 
it, above others that want it. The testimony of Solomon con
firms this, Eccles. 2. 13. " Then 1 saw that wisdom excels folly 
as far as light excelleth darkness." And according to the nature 
and quality of knowledge, such is the advantage it brings to us. 
Now the doctrine of the gospel excels the most noble sciences, as 
well contemplative as practical: it excels the contemplative in 
the sublimity of the object, and in the certainty of its principle. 

1. In the sublimity and greatness of the object: and it is no 
less than the highest design of the eternal wisdom, the most glo
rious work of the great God. In the creation his footsteps ap
pear, in our redemption his image: in the law his justice and ho
liness, but in the gospel all his perfections shine forth hi their 
brightest lustre. The bare theory of this enriches the mind, and 
the contemplation of it affects the soul, that is conversant about 
it, with the highest admiration, and most sincere and lasting de
light. 

(1.) It affects the soul with the highest admiration. The 
strongest spirits cannot comprehend its just greatness: the un
derstanding sinks under the weight of glory. * The apostle who 
had seen the light of heaven, and had such knowledge as never 
any man before; yet upon considering one part of the divine wis
dom, breaks forth in astonishment, " Oh the depth of the riches 
of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are 
his decrees, and his ways past finding out!" It is fit when we 
have spent the strength of our minds in the consideration of this 
excelling object, and are at the end of our subtilty, to supply the 
defects of our understandings with admiration. As the psalmist 
expresses himself, " Lord, how wonderfvil are thy thoughts to 
US-ward!" The angels adore this glorious mystery with an hum
ble reverence, 1 Pet. 1. 12. The admiration that is caused by 

* Neque enim quicquam liabet in se, linjus materise tractalione pulcfarins, 
cum cnncta liabeat fulura usni, quam quod homines magnificanlia sua deti-
net, nec mercede sed miraculo colitur. Senec, 
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it, is a principal delight of the mind: it is true the wonder that 
proceeds from ignorance (when the cause of some visible effect is 
not known) is the imperfection and torment of the spirit; but 
that which ariseth from the knowledge of those things which are 
most above our conception and our hope, is the highest advance
ment of our minds, and brings the greatest satisfaction to the 
soul. Now the contrivance of our redemption, was infinitely 
above the flight of reason, and our expectation. " Wlien the 
Lord turned the captivity of Sion, they were as in a dream," 
Psal. 126. 1. The way of accomplishing it was so incredible, 
that it seemed rather the picture of fancy, than a real deliver
ance. And there is far greater reason that the rescuing of us 
from the powers of hell, and the restoring us to liberty and glory 
by Christ, should raise our wonder. The gospel is called a mar
vellous light, 1 Pet. 2. 9. upon the account of the objects it dis
covers. But such a perverse judgment is in men, that they neg
lect those things which deserve the highest admiration, and spend 
their wonder on meaner tlnngs. Art is more admired than na
ture : a counterfeit eye of crystal, which hath neither sight nor 
motion, than the living eye, the sun of the little world, that di
rects the whole man. And the effects of nature are more admi
red, than the sublime and supernatural works of grace. Yet 
these infinitely exceed the other. The world is the work of 
God's hand, but the gospel is his plot, and the chiefest of all his 
ways. What a combination of wonders is there in the great 
mystery of godliness! That he who fills heaven and earth, 
should be confined to the virgin's womb; that life should die, 
and being dead revive! that mercy should triumph without any 
disparagement to justice! These are miracles that transcend all 
that is done in nature. And this appears by the judgment of 
God himself, who best knows the excellency of his own works. 
For whereas upon the finishing the first creation, he ordained the 
seventh day, that reasonable creatures might more solemnly 
ascribe to him the glory of his attributes, which are visible in the 
things that are made; he hath upon the completing our redemp
tion, by the raising of Christ from the dead, made the first day 
sacred for his service and praise, there being the clearest illustra
tion of his perfections in that blessed work. God is more pleased 
in the contemplation of the new world, than of the old. The 
latter by its extraordinary magnificence hath lessened the dignity 
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of the former, as the greater Hght obscures the less. Therefore 
the sabbath is changed into the Lord's-day. And what a just 
reproach is it to man that he should be unobservant and un
affected with this glorious mercy, wherein he may always find 
new cause of admiration ? " O Lord, how great are thy works! 
and thy thoughts how deep! A brutish man knoweth not, 
neither doth a fool understand this." Psal. 92. 5, 6. The ad
miring of any other thing in comparison of this mystery, is the 
effect of incousideration, or infidelity. 

(2.) It produces the most sincere and lasting pleasure. As the 
taste is to meat, to allure us to feed for the support of our bodies ; 
that is delight to knowledge, to excite the mind to seek after it. 
But its vast capacity can never be satisfied with the knowledge of 
inferior things. The pleasure is more in the acquisition, than 
in the possession of it. For the mind is diverted in the search, 
but having attained to that knowledge which cannot fill the ra
tional appetite, it is disgusted with the fruits of its travel, and 
seeks some other object to relieve its languor. From hence it is, 
that variety is the spring of delight, and pleasure is the product 
of novelty. We find the pleasure of the first taste in learning 
something new, is always most sensible. The most elegant com
positions, and excellent discourses, which ravished at the first 
reading, yet repeated often, are nauseous and irksome. The 
exercise of the mind on an object fully known, is unprofitable, 
and therefore tedious. Whereas by turning the thoughts on 
something else, it may acquire new knowledge. But the apostle 
tells that the mystery of our redemption contains all the " trea
sures of wisdom and knowledge," Col. 2. to signify their excel
lence, and abundance: the " unsearchable riches of grace are 
laid up in it." There is infinite variety, and perpetual matter 
for the inquiry of the most excellent understanding : no created 
reason is able to reach its height, or sound its depths: by the 
continual study, and increase in the knowledge of it, the mind 
enjoys a persevering pleasure, that far exceeds the short vehe
mence of sensual delights. 

2. It excels other sciences in the certainty of its principle, 
which is divine revelation. Human sciences are built upon un
certain maxims, which being admitted with precipitation, and 
not confirmed by sufficient experiments, the mind is satisfied 
with appearances, instead of real certainty. And from hence i t 
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is, that upon severe inquiry into matters of fact, those doctrines 
which were received in one age, are discovered to be false in ano
ther. Modern philosophy discards the ancient; but the doc
trine of salvation is the "word of truth," that came from heaven, 
and bears the characters and marks of its divine descent. It is 
confirmed by the " demonstration of the spirit, and of power." 1 
Cor. 2. 4. It is always the same, unchangeable as God the 
author, and Christ the object of it, who is the same " yester
day, to day, and for ever." Heb. 13. And the knowledge which 
the sincere and enlightened mind hath of it is not uncertain 
opinion, but a clear, solid and firm apprehension. It is a " con
templation of the glory of God with open face." 2 Cor. 3. 18. 
This appears by the effects it produces in those that have re
ceived the true tincture of it in their souls, they despise all things 
which carnal men admire, in comparison of this inestimable 
treasure. 

The doctrine of the gospel exceeds all practical sciences in 
the excellency of its end, and the efficacy of the means to ob
tain it. 

1. The end of it is, the supreme happiness of man : the restoring 
him to the innocence and excellency of his first state. And the 
means are appointed by infinite wisdom, so that the most insu 
perable obstacles are removed: and these are the justice of God 
that condemns the guilty, and that strong and obstinate aversion 
which is in corrupted man from true felicity. Here is a Media
tor revealed, who is " able to save to the uttermost," Heb. 7. 
25. who hath quenched the wrath of God by the blood of his di
vine sacrifice : who hath expiated sin by the value of his death, 
and purifies the soul by the virtue of his life, that it may consent 
to its own salvation. No less than a divine power could perform 
this work. From hence the superlative excellency of evangelical 
knowledge doth arise : all other knowledge is unprofitable with
out it, and that alone can make us perfectly blessed; " this is 
life eternal, to know thee, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast 
sent." John l7. 3. I will briefly consider how ineffectual all 
other knowledge is, whether natural, political, or moral, to re
cover us from our misery. 

(1.) The most exact insight into natural things leaves the mind 
blind and poor, ignorant of happiness, and the way to it. Solo
mon, who had an extraordinary measure of natural knowledge. 
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and was able to set a just price upon it, tells us, that the " in
crease of knowledge was attended with proportionable degrees of 
sorrow." Eccles. 1. For the more a man knows, the more he 
discerns the insufficiency of that knowledge to supply his defects, 
and satisfy his desires. He was therefore weary of his wisdom, 
as well as of his folly. The devils know more than the profound
est philosophers; yet their knowledge doth not alleviate their 
torments. It is not only insufficient to prevent misery, but will 
more expose to it by enlarging the faculties, and making them 
more capdble of torment. It is the observation of St. Ambrose, 
that when God discovered the creation of the world to Moses, 
he did not inform him of the greatness of the heavens, the num
ber of the stars, their aspects and influences; whether they de
rive their light from the sun, or have it inherent in their own 
bodies; fi-om whence eclipses are caused; how the rainbow is 
painted; how the winds fly in the air, or the causes of the eb
bing and flowing of the sea: but so much as might be a foun
dation of faith and obedience, and left the rest, quasi marce-
scentis sapienticB vanitates, as the vanities of perishing wisdom. 
(Ambros. p. 6. Hexam, c. 2.) The most knowing philosopher, 
though encompassed with these sparks, yet if ignorant of the 
Redeemer, shall lie down in sorrow for ever. 

(2.) And as natural, so political knowledge, in order to the go
verning of kingdoms and states, hath no power to confer happiness 
upon man. It concerns not his main interest, it is terminated 
within the compass of this short life, and provides not for death, 
and eternity. The wisdom of the world is folly in a disguise, a 
specious ignorance, which, although it may secure the temporal 
state, yet it leaves us naked and exposed to spiritual enemies 
" who war against the soul." And all the moral knowledge 
which is treasured up in the books of the heathens, is insufficient 
to restore man to his original integrity and felicity. Reason sees 
that man is ignorant, and guilty, mortal and miserable; that he 
is transported with vain passions, and tormented with accusations 
of conscience, but it could not redress these evils. Corrupt na
ture is like an imperfect building that lies in rubbish, the imper
fection is visible, but not the way how to finish it: for through 
the ignorance of the first design, every one follows his own fancy ; 
whereas when the architect comes to finish his own project, it 
appears regular and beautifiil. Thus the various directions of 
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philosophers to recover fallen man out of his ruins, and to raise 
him to his first state, were vain. Some glimmerings they had, 
that the happiness of the reasonable nature consisted in its union 
with God; but in order to this, they propounded such means as 
were not only ineffectual, but opposite. Such is the pride and 
folly of carnal wisdom, that to bring God and man together, it 
advances man, and depresses God. The Stoics ascribed to 
their wise man * those prerogatives whereby he equalled their 
supreme god. They made him the architect of his virtue and 
felicity, and to vie with Jupiter himself, to be one of his peers. 
Others reduced the gods to live like men, and men like beasts, 
by placing happiness in sensual pleasures. Thus, instead of cu
ring, they fomented the hereditary and principal diseases of man
kind, pride and concupiscence, which, at first, caused the sepa
ration of man from God, and infinitely increase the distance 
between them. For what sins are more contrary to the majesty 
and purity of God than pride, which robs him of his honour; 
and carnal lust, which turns a man into a beast? Besides, all 
their inventions to expiate sin, to appease the Deity, and make 
him favourable, to calm the conscience, were frivolous and un
profitable. And their most generous principles, and accurate 
precepts, were short of that purity and perfection wherewith 
moral duties are performed to God and men. Briefly, they 
wasted their candle in vain, in searching for the way to true hap
piness. But God who created man for the enjoyment of himself, 
hath happily accomplished his eternal decree, by the work of 
our redemption, wherein his own glory is most visible. And the 
gospel which reveals this to us, humbles whom it justifies, and 
comforts those that were condemned : it abases more than the 
law, but without despair; and advances more than nature could, 
but without presumption. The Mediator takes away the guilt of 
our old sins, and our inclination to new sins: we are not only 
restored, but exalted, made " heirs of God, joint-heirs with 
Christ." Rom. 8. 17- For these reasons the apostle sets so high 
a value upon the heavenly doctrine, that reveals a Saviour to the 
undone ŵ orld. " He desired to know nothing but Jesus Christ, 
and him crucified." 1 Cor. 2. 2. He despiseth all pharLsaicai 

* Sapiens cnm diis ex pari vivit. Deorum socins, non supples contio-
Tcrsiam facit diit de felicitate. Senec, 
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and philosopliical learning " in comparison of the excellency of 
the knowledge of Christ Jesus." Phil. 3. 8. Other knowledge 
swells the mind, and increases the esteem of ourselves, this gives 
us a sincere view of our state. It discovers our misery in its 
causes, and the almighty mercy that saves us. Other knowledge 
enlightens the understanding, without changing the heart, but 
this inspires us with the love of God, with the hatred of sin, and 
makes us tnily better. In seeking after other knowledge, the 
mind is perplexed by endless inquiries: here it is at rest, as the 
wavering needle is fixed when turned to its beloved star. Igno
rance of other things may be without any real damage to us; 
for we may be directed by the skilful how to preserve life and 
estate. But this knowledge is absolutely necessary to justify, 
sanctify, and save us. All other knowledge is useless at the 
hour of death, Isa. 53. then the richest stock of learning is lost, 
the vessel being split wherein the treasure was laid; but this 
pearl of inestimable price is both the ornament of our prosperity, 
and the support of our adversity. A little ray of this is infinitely 
more desirable, than the light of all human sciences in their 
lustre and perfection. 

And what an amazing folly is it, that men, who are possessed 
with an earnest passion of knowing, should waste their time and 
strength in searching after things, the knowledge of which can
not remove the evils that oppress them, and be careless of the 
saving knowledge of the gospel ? Were there no other reason 
to diminish the esteem of earthly knowledge, but the difficulty 
of its acquisition, that error often surprises those who are search
ing after truth, this might check our intemperate pursuit of it. 
Sin hath not only shortened our understandings, but our lives, 
that we cannot arrive to the perfect discovery of inferior objects. 
But suppose that one, by his vast mind, should comprehend all 
created things, from the centre of the earth to the circumference 
of the heavens, and were not savingly enlightened in the mys
tery of our redemption, with all his knowledge he would be a 
prey to satan, and increase the triumphs of hell. The historian 
upbraids the Roman luxury, that with so much cost and hazard 
they should send to foreign parts, for trees that were beautiful 
but barren, and produced a shadow only without fruit. * With 

* Quis non miretur uiobrse tantum gratia alieno ex petitam orbe ? Plin. 
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greater reason we may wonder, that men should, with the ex-
pence of their precious hours purchase barren curiosities, which 
are unprofitable to their last end. How can a condemned crimi
nal, who is in suspence between life and death, attend to study 
the secrets of nature and art, when all his thoughts are taken up 
how to prevent the execution of the sentence ? And it is no less 
than a prodigy of madness, that men, who have but a short and 
uncertain space allowed them to escape the wTa th to come, 
should rack their brains in studying things impertinent to salva
tion, and neglect the knowledge of a Redeemer. Especially 
when there is so clear a revelation of him : " the righteousness 
of faith doth not command us to ascend to the heavens, or de
scend into the deep to make a discovery of it; but the word is 
nigh us, that discovers the certain way to a happy immortality." 
Rom. 10. 6,7. Seneca, a philosopher, and a courtier, valued 
his being in the world only upon this account, that he might 
contemplate the starry heaven. (Senec. pref. 1. nat. qusest.) He 
only saw the visible beauty of the firmament, but was ignorant of 
the glory within it, and of the way that leads to it; yet, to our 
shame, he speaks, that the sight of it made him despise the 
earth, and without the contemplation of the celestial bodies, he 
esteemed his continuance in the world not the life of a man, but 
the toil of a beast. * But what transports had he been in, if 
he had been acquainted with the contrivance of our redemption, 
the admirable order of its parts, and the beauty that results from 
the composition of the whole ? " But we that with open face 
may in the glass of the gospel behold the glory of the Lord, turn 
away our eyes from it to vanity." 2 Cor. 3. 18. Here the com
plaint is more just. Ad sapientiam quis accedit ? quis dignam 
judicat nisi quam in transitu noverit ? We content ourselves 
with slight and transient glances, but do not seriously and fixedly 
consider this blessed design of God, upon which the beginning of 
our happiness in this, and the perfection of it in the next Hfe is 
built. Let us provoke ourselves by the example of the angels. 

• Quid erat cur in numero viventium me positum esse gauderem) an ut 
cibns & potum percolarem ? ut lioc corpus casurum, ad fluidum, periturum-
qne nisi subinde impleator, farcirem ? & viverem aegri minister? ut morti 
timerem cui omnes nascimur ? Detrabe hoc inaestimabile bonum, non est 
vita tanti ut sudem, ut sstuem, O quam cootempta res est homo nisi supra 
humana se erezerit! 
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who are not concemed in this redemption as man is; for they 
continued in their fidelity to their Creator, and were always hap
py in his favour; and where there is no alienation between par
ties, reconcilement is unnecessary; yet they are students with us 
in the same book, and unite all their powers in the contemplation 
of this mystery: they are represented stooping to pry into these 
secrets, 1 Pet. 1. 12. to signify their delight in what they know, 
and their desire to advance in the knowledge of them. With 
what intention then should we study the gospel, who are the sub
ject and end of it! 

CHAP. VH. 

The simple speculation of the gospel not sufficient without a real helief, and 
cordial acceptance. The reasons why the Jews and Gientiles conspired in 
the contempt of i l . How just it is to resign up the understanding to reve
lation. God knows his own nature and will, and cannot deceive us. We 
must helieve the things that are clearly revealed, though we do not under
stand the manner of their existence: although they are attended with 
seeming contradictions. No article of faith is really repugnant to reason. 
We must distinguish hetween things incomprehensihie and iuconceivahle. 
Between corrupt and right reason. How reason is suhservient to faith. 
Humility and holiness qualify tor the belief of the gospel-mysteries. A 
naked belief of supernatural truths is unprofitable for salvation. An effec
tual assent that prevails upon the will , and renders the whole man obse
quious, is due to the quality of the gospel-revelation. 

THE simple speculation of this glorious mystery, will be of no 
profit without a real belief of it, and a cordial acceptance of sal
vation, upon the terms which the divine wisdom prescribes. The 
gospel requires the obedience of the understanding, and of the 
will; unless it obtains a full possession of the soul, there is no 
saving efficacy derived from it. And such is the sublimity and 
purity of the object, that till reason is sanctified and subdued, it 
cannot sincerely entertain it. I will therefore distinctly consider 
the opposition which carnal reason hath made against it; and 
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show how just it is that the human understanding should, with 
reverence, yield up itself to the word of God, that reveals this 
great mystery to us. 

The apostle tells us, 1 Cor. 1. That Jews and Gentiles con
spired in the contempt of the gospel. Reason cannot hear with
out great astonishment, for the appearing contradiction between 
the terms, that God should be made man, and the eternal die. 
The Jews esteemed it an intolerable blasphemy, and without any 
process of law were ready to stone the Lord Jesus, " that being 
a man, he should make himself equal with God." John 10. 33. 
And they upbraided him in his sufferings that he could not save 
himself. " If he be the king of Israel, let him come down from 
the cross, and we will believe on him." Mat. 27. 42. The Gen
tiles despised the gospel as an absurd ill-contrived fable, 1 Cor. 
1.23. For what in appearance is more unbecoming God, and 
injurious to his perfections, than to take the frail garment of 
flesh, to be torn and trampled on? * Their natural knowledge 
of the Deity inclined them to think the incarnation impossible. 
There is no resemblance of it in the whole compass of nature. 
For natural union supposes the parts incomplete, and capable of 
perfection by their joining together: but that a being infinitely 
perfect should assume by personal union a nature inferior to it
self, the heathens looked on it as a fable, forged according to the 
model of the fjitions concerning Danae and Antiope. Orig. 
cont. Cels. And the doctrine of our Saviour's death on the cross 
they rejected, as an impiety contumelious to God. They judged 
it inconsistent with the majesty and happiness of the Deity, to 
ascribe to him that which is the punishment of the most guilty 
and miserable. In the account of carnal reason, they thought 
more worthily of God by denying that of him, which is only due 
to the worst of men. Celsus, (Orig. contra Cels. lib. 1.) who, 
with as much subtilty as malice, urges all, that with any appear
ance, could be objected against our Saviour, principally insists 
on his poverty and sufferings, the meanness and misery of his 
condition in the world. It was fit, saith he, " that the Son of 
God should appear as the sun, which renders itself conspicuous 
by its own light:" but the gospel having declared the word to be 

• Negant deo dignum, ut homo fieri vellet, seque infirmitate caruis onera-
let, ut passionibus, ut doloribus, ut morti se ipse subjiceret. Lact. 

Still Waters Revival Books - All Rights Reserved - www.PuritanDownloads.com 

http://www.PuritanDownloads.com


CHAP. V I I . T H E D I V I N E ATTraBUTES. 273 

tlie Son of God, relates, that he was a man of sorrows, that had 
no power to defer.d himself, and was deserted by his Futher and 
followers, scourged with rods, and .shamefully executed. * He 
could not recoacile so many things that seemed utterly incompa
tible, as sovereignty and servitude, innocence and punishment, 
the lowest of human miseries, death, with the highest of divine 
honours, adoration. Briefly, nothing was more contrary to flesh 
and blood, than to believe that person to be the Redeemer of the 
world, who did not rescue himself from his enemies; and to ex
pect immortality fi-om him that was overcome by death. Now 
the causes of this infidelity are, 

1. The darkness of the mind, which is so corrupted by origi
nal pravity, that it cannot behold heavenly mysteries in their 
proper light, so as to acquiesce in the truth of them. " The na
tural man receives not the things of the spirit of God; for they 
are foolishness to him; and he caimot know them, because they 
are spiritually discerned." 1 Cor. 2. 14. The apostle takes no
tice of the disaffection of the heart, and the incapacity of the 
mind, not prepared and illustrated by grace, to embrace and dis
cern spiritual things in their veritj' and beauty. There is a great 
disproportion between the natural understanding, though elevated 
and enlarged by secular learning, and supernatural truth. For 
though the rational soul is a spirit, as it is ^stinguished fi-om 
corporeal beings; yet till' it is purged from error, and vicious af
fections, it can never discover the divinity of things spiritual, so 
as to embrace them with certainty and delight. As there must 
be a spirit of revelation to unveil the object, so of wisdom to en
lighten the eye, that it may be prepared for the reception of it. 
As heaven is only seen by its own light, so Christ is by his own 
spirit. Divine objects, and faith that discerns them, are of the 
same original, and of the same quality. The natural under
standing, as the effects declare, is like the funeral lamps, which, 
by the ancients, were put into sepulcliics, to guard the ashes of 
their dead friends, which shine so long as they are kept close, a 
thick moist vapour feeding tliem, and repairing wliat was con
sumed : but, in opening the sepulchres, and exposing them to the 
free air, they presently faint and expire. Tlius natural reason, 

* KfAo-Of ovcihtfi '^TTipt eTTi' Toil rra^u, w; fir^ ^i'^^iv Tt 
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whilst conversant in things below, and watching with the dead; 
that is, in the phrase of the ancients, studying the books of men 
who have left the world, it discovers something, although it is ra
ther twilight than clear; but when it is brought from the narrow 
sphere of things sensible, to contemplate the immensity of things 
spiritual and supernatural, its light declines, and is turned into 
darkness. 

2. The pride of the human understanding, which disdains to 
stoop to those great and heavenly mysteries. * It is obsei-vable, 
that those who most excelled in natural wisdom, were the great
est despisers of evangelical truths, f The proud wits of the 
world choose rather to be masters of their own, than scholars to 
another. They made re^on thair supreme rule, and philosophy 
their highest principle, and would iiot believe what they could 
not comprehend. J They represented christians under sconifii! 
titles, as captives of a blind belief, and derived their faith as the 
effect of folly; and rejected revelation, the only means to convey 
the knowledge of divine mysteries to them. They presumed by 
the light and strength of their own reason and virtue to acquire 
felicity, and slighted the doctrine that came from heaven, to dis
cover a clear way thither, and divine grace that was necessary to 
assist them. Therefore the apostle, by way of upbraiding, en
quires, 1 Cor. 1 19, 20. "\yiiere is the wise man? Where is 
the scribe ? Where is the disputcr of the world ? God hath 
made the wisdom of the world foolishness." As those who are 
really poor, and Would appear rich in the pomp of their habit;? 
and attendants, are made poor by that expence; so the philoso
phers, who were destitute of true wisdom, and would appear wise 
in making reason the judge of divine revelation, and the last re
solution of all things, by that false affectation of wisdom, became 
more foolish: by all their disputes against the apparent absur
dities of the christian religion, they were brought into a more 
learned darkness. 

3. The prejudice which arose from sensual lusts hindered the 

• Porphyrins, Julianns, Maximns, Hierocles. Soli rntioni cedo. 
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belief of tbe gospel. As the carnal understanding rebels against 
the sublimity of its doctrine, so the carnal appetite against the 
purity of its precepts. And according to the dispositions of 
men from whence they act, such light they desire to direct them 
in acting. The gospel is a mystery of godliness, and those who 
are under the love of sin, cherish an affected ignorance, lest the 
light should enflame conscience, by representing to them the 
deadly guilt that cleaves to sin, and thereby make it uneasy. 
This account our Saviour gives of the infidelity of the world, 
John 3. 19. " That men love darkness rather than light, be
cause their deeds are evil." And that this was the real cause 
whatever was pretended, is clear, in that the Gentiles, who op
posed Christ, adored those impure deities, whose infamous lû Jts 
were acknowledged by them. And with what colour then eould 
they reject our Redeemer because crucified ? As if vice were not 
more incompatible with the Deity, than sufferings. 

Now, though reason, enslaved by prejudice, and cormpted by 
passion, despises the gospel; yet when it is enlightened by faith, 
it discovers such a wise economy in it, that, were it not true, it 
would transcend the most noble created mind to invent it: it is 
so much above our most excellent thoughts, that no human un
derstanding would ever attempt to feign it, with confidence of 
persuading the world into a belief of it. How is it possible that 
it should be contrived by natural reason, since no man can be
heve it sincerely when it is revealed, without a supernatural 
faith ? To confirm our belief of these great and saving myste
ries, I will show how just it is, that the understanding should re
sign itself to divine revelation, which hath made them known. 

In order to this, we must consider, 
(1.) There are some doctrines in the gospel, the understanding 

could not discover; but when they are revealed, it hath a clear 
apprehension of them upon a rational account, and sees the cha
racters of truth visibly stamped on their forehead. As the doc
trine of satisfaction to divine justice, that pardon might be dis
pensed to repenting sinners. For our natural conception of God 
includes his infinite purity and justice; and when the design of 
the gospel is made known, whereby he hath provided abtmdantiv 
for the honour of those attributes, so that he doth the greatest 
good without encouraging the least e\ il, reason acquiesces and ac¬
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knowledges. This I sought, but could not find. Now although 
the primary obligation, to believe such doctrines, ariseth from re
velation, yet being ratified by reason, they are embraced with 
more clearness by the mind. 

(2.) There are some doctrines, which, as reason, by its light, 
could not discover; so when they are made known, it cannot 
comprehend, but they are by a clear necessary connexion, joined 
with the other that reason approves. As the mystery of the Tri
nity, and the incarnation of the Son of God, which are the foun
dations of the whole work of our redemption. The nature of 
God is repugnant to plurality, there can but be one essence; and 
the nature of satisfaction requires a distinction of persons: for he 
that suffers as guilty, must be distinguished from the person of 
the judge that exacts satisfaction; and no mere creature is able, 
by his obedient sufferings, to repair the honour of God : so that 
a divine person assuming the nature of man, was alone capable to 
make that satisfaction, which the gospel propounds, and reason 
consents to. Now according to the distinction of capacities in 
the Trinity, the Father required an honourable reparation for the 
breach of the divine law, and the Son bore the punishment in 
the sufferings of the human nature; that is peculiarly his own. 
Besides, it is clear, that the doctrine of the Trinity, that is of 
three glorious relations in the godhead, and of the incarnation, 
are most firmly connected with all the parts of the christian reli
gion, left in the writings of the apostles, which, as they were 
confirmed by miracles, the divine signatures of their certainty, so 
they contain such authentic marks of their divinity, that right 
reason cannot reject them. 

(3.) Whereas there are three principles by which we apprehend 
things, sense, reason aud faith, these lights have their different 
objects that must not be confounded. Sense is confined to 
things material; reason considers things abstracted frqm matter; 
faith regards the mysteries revealed from heaven: and these must 
not transgress their order. Sense is an incompetent judge of 
things about which reason is only conversant. It can only make 
a report of those objects, which, by their natural characters are 
exposed to it. And reason can only discourse of things within its 
sphere; supernatural things which derive from revelation, and are 
purely the objects of faith, are not within its territories and ju-
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risdiction. Those supeilative mysteries exceed all our intellec
tual ahilities. 

It is tme, the understanding is a rational faculty, and every 
act of it is really, or in appearance, grounded on reason. But 
there is a wide difference between the proving a doctrine by rea
son, and the giving a reason why we believe the trath of it. For 
instance, we cannot prove the Trinity by natural reason; and the 
subtilty of the schoolmen, who affect to give some reason of all 
things, is here more prejudicial than advantageous to the trath : 
for he that pretends to maintain a point by reason, and is unsuc
cessful, doth weaken the credit which the authority of revelation 
gives. And it is considerable, that the scripture in delivering 
supernatural truths, produces God's authority as their only proof, 
without using any other way of arguing: but although we cannot 
demonstrate these mysteries by reason, yet we may give a ra
tional account why we believe them. 

Is it not the highest reason to believe the discovery that God 
hath made of himself, and his decrees ? For he perfectly knows 
his own nature and will; and it is impossible he should deceive 
us : this natural principle is the foundation of faith. When God 
speaks, it becomes man to hear with silence and submission. 
His naked word is as certain as a demonstration. 

And is it not most reasonable to believe, that the Deity cannot 
be fully understood by us ? The sun may more easily be inclu
ded in a spark of fire, than the infinite perfections of God be 
comprehended by a finite mind. The angels who dwell so near 
the fountain of light, cover their faces in a holy confusion, not 
being able to comprehend him. How much less can man in this 
earthly state, distant from God, and oppressed with a burthen of 
flesh ? Now, from hence, it follows; 

ist. That ignorance of the manner, how divine mysteries exist, 
is no sufficient plea for infidelity, when the scripture reveals that 
they are. For, reason that is limited and restrained, cannot 
frame a conception that is commensurate to the essence and 
power of God. This will appear more clearly by considering the 
mysterious excellencies of the divine nature, the certainty of 
which we believe, but the manner we cannot understand: as that 
his essence and attributes are the same, without the least sha
dow of composition; yet his wisdom and power are, to our ap
prehensions, distinct, and his mercy and justice in some mannei* 
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opposite. * That his essence is entire in all places, yet not ter
minated in any. That he is above the heavens, and beneath the 
earth, yet hath no relation of high or low, distant or near. That 
he penetrates all substances, but is mixed with none. That he 
understands, yet receives no ideas within himself; that he wills, 
yet liath no motion that carries him out of himself. That in him 
time hath no succession, that which is past is not gone, and that 
which is future, is not to come. That he loves without passion, 
is angry without disturbance, repents without change. These 
perfections are above the capacity of reason fully to understand, 
yet essential to the Deity. Here we must exalt faith, and abase 
reason- Thus in the mystery of the incarnation, I Tim. 3. 16. 
that two such distant natures should compose one person, with
out the confusion of properties, reason cannot reach unto, but it 
is clearly revealed in the word: John 1, 14. here therefore we 
must obey, not inquire. 

The obedience of faith is, to embrace an obscure truth with a 
firm assent, upon the account of a divine testimony. If reason 
will not assent to the revelation, till it understands the manner 
how divine things are, it doth not obey it at all. The under
standing then sincerely submits, when it is inclined by those mo
tives, which demonstrate that such a belief is due to the autho
rity of the revealer, and to the quality of the object. To believe 
only hi proportion to our narrow conceptions, is to disparage the 
divine truth, and debase the divine power. We cannot know 
what God can do; he is omnipotent, though we are not omni
scient ; it is just we should humble our ignorance to his wisdom, 
" And that every lofty imagination, and high thing that exalts 
itself against the knov/ledge of God, should be cast down, and 
every thought captivated into the obedience of Christ," 2 Cor. 
10. 5. It is our wisdom to receive the great mysteries of the 
gospel in their simplicity: for in attempting to give an exact and 
curious explication of them, the understanding, as in an hedge of 
thorns, the more it strives, the more it is wounded and entan
gled. " God's ways are far above ours, and his thoughts above 
ours, as heaven is above the earth." To reject what we cannot 
comprehend, is not only to sin against faith, but against reason, 

• Infifiitus, immensns & soli sibi taiitu>', quantus est iiulus, nobis vero ad 
intfllectuia pectus angustum est, & ideo sic cum digne estimamus, cum inaes-
timabilcm dicimus. JUia, FeL 
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which acknowledges itself finite, and unable " to search out the 
Almighty to perfection." Job 11. 7. 

2dly. We are obliged to believe those mysteries that are plainly 
delivered in scripture, notwithstanding those seeming contradic
tions wherewith they may be charged. In the objects of sense, 
the contrariety of appearances doth not lessen the certainty of 
things. The stars, to our sight, seem but glittering sparks, yet 
they are immense bodies. And it is one thing to be assured of a 
tmth, another to answer tt) all the difficulties that encounter it: 
a mean understanding is capable of the first; the second is so 
difficult, that in clear things the profoundest philosophers may 
not be able to untie all the intricate and knotty objections which 
may be urged against them. It is sufficient the belief of super
natural mysteries is built on the veracity and power of God, this 
makes them prudently credible. This resolves all doubts, and 
produces such a stability of spirit, as nothing can shake. A sin
cere believer is assured, that all opposition against revealed truths 
is fallacious, though he cannot discover the fallacy. Now the 
transcendent mysteries of the christian religion, the trinity of 
persons in the divine nature, the incarnation of the Son of God, 
are clearly set down in the scripture. And although subtile and 
obstinate opponents have used many guilty arts to dispirit and 
enervate those texts by an inferior sense, and have racked them 
with violence, to make them speak according to their prejudices, 
yet all is vain, the evidence of truth is victorious. A heathen, 
who considers not the gospel as a divine revelation, but merely 
as a doctrine delivered in writings, and judges of its sense by na
tural light, will acknowledge, that those things are dehvered in 
it. And notwithstanding those who usurp a sovereign- authority 
to themselves, to judge of divine mysteries according to their 
own apprehensions, deny them as mere contradictions, yet they 
can never conclude them impossible: for no certain argument 
can be alleged against the being of a thing, without a clear 
knowledge of its nature: now although we may understand the 
nature of man, we do not the nature of God, the economy of 
the persons, and his power to unite himself to a nature below 
him. 

It is true, no article of faith is really repugnant to reason; 
for God is the author of natural, as well as of supernatural light, 
and he cannot contradict himself: they are emanations from 
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him, and though different, yet not destructive of each other. 
But we must distinguish between those things that are above 
reason, and incomprehensible, and things that ars against rea
son, and utterly inconceivable; some things are above reason, 
in regard of their transcendent excellency, or distance from us ; 
the divine essence, the eternal decrees, the hypostatical union, 
are sueh high and glorious objects, that it is an impossible en
terprise to comprehend them: the intellectual eye is dazzled 
with their overpowering light. We can have but an imperfect 
knowledge of them : and there is no just cause of wonder that 
supernatural revelation should speak incomprehensible things of 
God. For he is a singular and admirable being, infinitely above 
the ordinary course of nature. The maxims of philosophy are 
not to be extended to him. We must adore what we cannot 
fully understand. But those things are against reason, and ut
terly inconceivable, that involve a contradiction, and have a 
natural repugnancy to our understandings, which cemnot conceive 
any thing that is formally impossible : and there is no such doc
trine in the christian religion. 

We must distinguish between reason corrupted, and right 
reason. Since the fall, the clearness of the human understand
ing is lost, and the light that remains is eclipsed by the inter
position of sensual lusts. The carnal mind cannot out of igno
rance, and will not from pride and other malignant habits, re
ceive things spiritual. And from hence arise many suspicions 
and doubts, (concerning supernatural verities) the shadows of 
darkened reason, and of dying faith. If any divine mystery 
seems incredible, it is from the corruption of our reason, not 
from reason itself; from its darkness, not its light. And as rea
son is obliged to correct the errors of sense, when it is deceived 
either by some vicious quality in the organ, or by the distance of 
the object, or by the falseness of the medium, that corrupts the 
image in conveying of it: so it is the office of faith to reform the 
judgment of reason, when either from its own weakness, or the 
height of things spiritual, it is mistaken about them. For this 
end supernatural revelation was given, not to extinguish reason, 
but to redress it, euid enrich it with the discoveiy of heavenly 
things. Faith is called wisdom and knowledge: it doth not 
quench the vigour of the faculty wherein it is seated, but elevates 
it, and gives it a spiritual perception of those things that are 
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most distant from its commerce. It doth not lead us through a 
mi-t to the inheritance of the saints in light. Faith is a rational 
light: for, 

1. It arises frO"n the consideration of those arguments which 
convince the mind, that the scripture is a divine revelation. " 1 
know," saith the apostle, " whom I have believed." 2 Tim. 1.2. 
And we are commanded " always to be ready to give an account 
of the hope that is in us." I Pet. 3. 15. Those that owe their 
christiaiiitv merely to the felicity of their birth, without a sight 
of that transcendent excellency in our religion, which evidences 
tha'̂  it came from heaven, are not true believers. He that ab
solves an innocent person for favour, without considering suffi
cient proofs offered, though his sentence be just, is an unjust 
judpfc. And t'le eye that is clouded with a suffusion, so that all 
things appear yellow to it, when it judges things to be yellow 
that are so, yet it is erroneous; because its judgment proceeds 
not from the quality of the object, but from the jaundice that 
discolours the organs : so those who believe the doctrine of the 
gospel, upon the account of its civil establishment in their coun
try, are not right believers, because they assent to the word of 
truth upon a false principle. It is not judgment but chance, 
that inclines thein to embrace it. The Turks, upon the same 
reason, are zealous votaries of Mahomet, as they are disciples 
of Christ. 

2. Faith makes use of reason, to consider what doctrines are 
revealed in the scripture, and to deduce those consequences which 
have a clear connexion with supernatural principles. Thus rea
son is an excellent instrument to distinguish those things which 
are of a divine original, from what is spurious and counterfeit. 
For sometimes that is pretended to be a mystery of religion, 
which is only the fruit of fancy, and that is defended by the sa
cred respect of faith, that reason ought not "to violate, which is 
but a groundless imagination ; so that we remain in an error, by 
the sole apprehensions of falling into one, as those that die for 
fear of death. The Bereans are commended for their " search
ing the scriptures, whether the doctrines they heard" were con
sentaneous to them. Acts 17. H . But it is a necessary duty, 
that reason, how stiff soever, should fully comply with God, 
where it appears reasonable that he hath spoken. 

Briefly, The richest ornament of the creature is humility, and 
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the most excellent effect of it is the sense of the weakness of our 
understanding. This is the temper of soul that prepares it for 
faith : partly as it puts us on a serious consideration of those 
things which are revealed to us in the word : infidelity proceeds 
from the want of consideration, and nothing hinders that so 
much as pride : partly, as it stops all curious inquiries into those 
things which are unsearchable: and principally as it entitles to 
the promise, God will instruct and give grace to the humble. 
The knowledge of heaven, as well as the kingdom of heaven, is 
the inheritance of the poor in spirit. A greater progress is made 
in the knowledge and belief of these mysteries by humble prayer, 
than by the most anxious study. As at court, an hour of favour 
is worth a year's attendance. Man cannot acquire so much as 
God can give. 

And as humility, so holiness prepares tljp soul for the recei
ving of supernatural truths. The understanding is clarified by 
the purification of the heart. It is not the difficult;y, and ob
scurity of things revealed, that is the real cause of infidelity, since 
men believe other things upon far less evidence; but it is the 
prejudice of the lower faculties that hinders them. WHien all 
affections to sin are mortified, the soul is in the best disposition 
to receive divine revelation. " He that doth the will of God, 
shall know whether the doctrine of the gospel came from heaven." 
John 7. 17. 

The spirit of God is the alone instructor of the spirit of man in 
these mysteries, so as to produce a saving belief of them. That 
knowledge is more clear and satisfying, that we have by his 
teaching, than by our own learning. The rational mind may 
discern the literal sense of the propositions in the gospel, and 
may yield a naked assent to the truth of them ; but without su
pernatural irradiation by the Spirit of Life, there can be no trans
forming and saving knowledge and behef of them. And as the 
vast expansion of air that is about us, doth not preserve life, but 
that part which we breathe in ; so it is not the compass of our 
knowledge and belief (though it were equal to the whole revealed 
will of God) that is vital to the soul, but that which is practised 
by us. The apostle saith, 1 Cor. 13. 2. " though he had the 
understanding of all mysteries, and all knowledge, and all faith ; 
yet if it were not joined with love," the principal obedience, " it 
were unprofitable." There is the same difference between the 
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speculative knowledge of these mysteries, and that which is af
fectionate and operative; as between the wearing of pearls for 
ornament, and the taking of them as a cordial to revive the faint
ing spirits. 

In short, such a belief is required, as prevails upon the will, 
and draws the affections, and renders the whole man obsequious 
to the gospel. For such a faith is alone answerable to the qua
lity of the revelation. The gospel is not a mere narrative, but a 
promise. Christ is not represented only as an innocent person 
dying, but as the Son of God dying to deliver men from sin, 
and the effects of it. The fallen angels may understand and be
lieve it without any affections, being unconcerned in it: to them 
it is a naked history, but to men it is a promise, and cannot be 
rightly conceived without the most ardenf affections. " This is 
a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Jesus Christ 
came into the world to save sinners." I Tim. I . 15. It is essen
tially good, as true; its sweetness and profit are equal to its cer
tainty : so that it commends itself to all our faculties. 

There are severe and sad truths, which are attended with 
fearful expectation, and the mind is averse from receiving them : 
as the law which, like lightning, terrifies the soul with its ama
zing brightness : and there are pleasant illusions which have no 
solid foundation : and as truth doth not delight the mind, unless 
united to goodness, such as is suitable to its palate; so good
ness doth not affect the will unless it be real. Now the doc
trine of the gospel is as certain as the law, and infinitely more 
comfortable than all the inventions of men. It is in the know
ledge of it alone that the sensible and considering soul enjoys 
perfect satisfaction, and the most composed rest. It is evident, 
that the understanding doth not behold these tmths in their pro
per light, when the will doth not embrace them. For the ra
tional appetite follows the last judgment of the mind. When 
the apostle had a powerful conviction of " the excellency of the 
knowledge of Christ," Phil. 3. this made him so earnest to gain 
an interest in him. For this reason, those who are only chris
tians in title, " having a form of godliness, and denying the 
power of it," are, in scripture language, stiled infidels : it being 
impossible that those who truly and heartily believe this great 
mystery of godliness, should remain ungodly. It is a strong and 
effectual assent, that descends from the brain to the heart and 
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life, that denominates us true behevers : so that when the death 
of Christ is propounded as the cause of our reconciliation with 
God, the wonder of the mystery doth not make it incredible; 
when as the reason of the mortification of our lusts, the plea
sures of sin do not disguise its horror: when salvation is offered 
upon our accepting of Christ for our Prince and Saviour, the 
soul is ravished with its beauty, and chooses it for an everlasting 
portion. 

To conclude, the doctrine of the gospel clearly discovers its 
divine original: it is so reasonable in itself, and profitable to us, 
so sublime and elevated above man, yet hath such an admirable 
agreement with natural truths; it is so perfectly corresponding 
in all its parts, that without affected obstinacy no man can re
ject it. And if after the open revelation of it we are so stupid 
and wicked, as not to see its superlative excellency, and not to 
receive it with the faith, love, and obedience which is due to it; 
what contempt is this of that infinite wisdom which contrived 
the astonishing way of our salvation ? What a reproach to the 
divine understanding, as if it had been employed from eternity 
about a matter of no moment, and that deserves not our serious 
consideration and acceptance? The neglect of it will justly 
bring a more severe punishment than the hell of the uninstmcted 
heathens, who are strangers to supernatural mysteries. 
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CHAP. VHI. 

The mercy of God is represented with peculiar advantages above the other 
attributes. I t is eminently glorified in our redemption, in respect of its 
freeness and greatness. The freeness of it amplified from the considera
tion of the original and object of it. God is perfectly happy in himself, 
and needs not the creature to preserve or heighten his felicity. The glori
ous reward conferred upon our Saviour, doth not prejudice the freeness of 
his love to man. There was no tie upon God to save man. The object of 
mercy is man in his lapsed state. I t is illustrated by the consideration of 
what he is in himself. No motives of love are in him. He is a rebel im
potent and obstinate. The freeness of mercy set forth by comparing him 
with the fallen angels, who are left in perfect irremediable misery. Their 
first state, fall, and panishment. The reasons why the wisdom of God made 
no provisions for their recovery. 

THOUGH all the divine attributes are equal as they are in 
God, (for one infinite cannot exceed another) yet in their exer
cise and effects, they shine with a different glory. And mercy 
is represented in scripture with peculiar advantages above the 
rest. It is God's natural offspring, he is styled " the Father of 
mercies." 2 Cor. 1.3. It is his dear attribute, that which he 
places next to himself, he is proclaimed the " Lord God gra
cious and merciful," Exod. 34. 6. It is his delight, " mercy 
pleases him." Mic. 7. 18. It is his treasure, " he is rich in 
mercy." Ephes. 2. 4. It is his triumphant attribute, and the 
special matter of his glory, " mercy rejoices over judgment." 
Jam. 2. 13. Now in the performance of our redemption, mercy 
is the predominant attribute, that sets all the rest a working. 
The acts of his wisdom, justice, and power were in order to the 
illustration of his mercy. And if we duly consider that glorious 
work, we shall find in it all the ingredients of the most sovereign 
mercy. 

In discoursing of it, I shall principally consider two |;hings, 
wherein this attribute is eminently glorified. 

The freeiiesa, antl the greatness of it. The freeness of this 
mercy will ap])ear by considering the original and object of it. 
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First. The original is God: and the notion of a Deity includes 
uifinite perfections, so that it necessarily follows that he hath no 
need of the creature's service to preserve or heighten his felicity. 
" If thou be rigiiteous, what givest thou him ? or what receiveth 
he of thine hand?" Job 35. 7. From eternity he was without 
external honour, yet in that infinite duration he was perfectly 
joyfiil and happy. He is the foimtain of his own blessedness, the 
theatre of his own glory, the glass of his own beauty. One drop 
increases the ocean, but to God a million of worlds can add 
nothing. Everj' thing hath so much of goodness as it derives 
from him. As there was no gain to him by the creation, so 
there can be no loss by the annihilation of all things. The 
world proceeded from his wisdom as the idea and exemplar, and 
from his power as the efficient cause; and it so proceeds from 
him, as to remain more perfectly in him. And as the possession 
of all things, and the obedience of angels and men is of no ad
vantage to God; so the opposition of impenitent rebels cannot 
lessen his blessedness. " If thou sinnest, what dost thou against 
him ? or, if thy transgressions be multiplied, what dost thou un
to him?" Job 35. 6. The sun suffers no loss of his hght by 
the darkness of the night, or an eclipse, but the world loses its 
day: if intelligent beings do not esteem him for his greatness, 
and love him for his goodness, it is no injury to him, but their 
own infehcity. Were it for his interest, he could by one act of 
power conquer the obstinacy of his fiercest enemies. If he re
quire subjection from his creatures, it is not that he maybe happy, 
but liberal, that his goodness may take its rise to reward them. 
Now this is the special commendation of divine love, it doth not 
arise out of indigency as created love, but out of fuhiess and re
dundancy. Our Saviour tells us there is "none good but God," 
Mat. 19. 17. not only in respect of the perfection of that attri
bute, as it is in God in a transcendent manner; but as to the 
effects of his goodness, which are merely for the benefit of the 
receiver. He is only rich in mercy, to whom nothing is want
ing, or profitable. The most liberal monarch doth not always 
give, for he stands in need of his subjects. And where there is 
an expectation of service for the support of the giver, it is traf
fic and no gift. Human affection is begotten, and nourished by 
something without; but the love of God is from within: the 
misery of the creature is the occasion, but the cause of it is from 
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himself. And how free was that love, that caused the infinitely 
blessed God to do so much for our recoverj', as if his felicity were 
imperfect without ours! 

It doth not prejudice the freeness of redeeming mercy, that 
Christ's personal glory was the reward of his sufferings. 

It is true, that our Redeemer for the "joy that was set 
before him, endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set 
down at the right hand of the throne of God." Heb. 12. 2. 
But he was not first drawn to the undertaking of that hard ser
vice by the interest of the reward. For if we consider him in his 
divine nature, he was the second person in the Trinity, equal to 
the first; he possessed all the supreme excellencies of the Deity; 
and by assuming our nature, the only gain he purchased to him
self was to be capable of loss for the accomplishing our salvation. 
Such was the " grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that being rich, 
yet for our sakes he became poor, that we through his poverty 
might be made rich." 2 Cor. 8. 9. And although his human 
soul was encouraged by the glorious recompence the Father pro
mised, to make him King and Judge of the world ; yet his love 
to man was not kindled from that consideration, neither is it 
lessened by his obtaining of it. For immediately upon the union 
of the human nature to the Eternal Son, the highest honour was 
due to him. When the first-begotten was brought into the 
world, it was said, " Let all the angels of God worship him." 
Heb. 1.6. The sovereign power in heaven and earth was his 
inheritance, annexed to the dignity of his primogeniture : " the 
name above every name" was a preferment due to his person : 
he voluntarily renounced his right for a time, and appeared in 
the " form of a servant" upon our account, that by humbling 
himself he might accomplish our salvation. He entered into 
glory after a course of sufferings, because the economy of our 
redemption so required; but his original title to it was by the 
personal union. To illustrate this by a lower instance: the mo
ther of Moses was called to be his nurse by Pharaoh's daughter, 
with the promise of a reward, as if she had no relation to him. 
Now the pure love of a mother, not the gain of a nurse, was the 
motive that inclined her to nourish him with her milk. * Thus 

* Christus enim per naturam bonus non propter proemii cupiditatem; idea 
passus est, quia benefacere eum delectavit, non quia incrementum gloriae ex 
sua passione quterebat, Ambros. 
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the love of Christ was the primary active cause that made him 
hberal to us of his blood; neither did the just expectation of the 
reward take off from it. 

The sum is this : the essence of love consists in desiring the 
good of another without respect to ourselves ; and love is so much 
the more free, as the benefit we give to another is less profitable, 
or more damageable to us. Now among men it. is impossible 
that to a virtuous benefactor there should not redound a double 
benefit. 

(1.) From the eternal reward which God hath promised. And, 
(2.) From the internal beauty of an honest action, which the 

philosopher affirms, doth exceed any loss that can befal us. For 
if one dies for his fiiend, yet he loves himself most, for he would 
not choose to be less virtuous than his friend, and by dying for 
him he excels him in virtue, wb'ch is more valuable than life it
self. But to the Son of God no such advantage could accnie; 
for being infinitely holy and ha[)py in his essence, there can be 
no addition to his felicity or virtues by any external emanation 
from him. His love was for our profit, not his own. 

The freeness of God's mercy is evident by considering there 
was no tie upon him to dispense it. Grace strictly taken differs 
from love: for that may be a debt, and without injustice not de
nied. There are inviolable obligations on children to love their 
paients; and duty lessens desert: the performance of it doth not 
so much deserve praise, as the neglect merits censure and re
proof. But the love of God to man is a pure, free, and liberal 
affection, no way due. " The grace of God, and the gift by 
grace hath abounded unto many." Rom. 5. 15. The creation 
was an effiision of goodness, much more redemption. " Thou 
art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory, and honour, and power: for 
thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they are, and 
were created." Rev. 4.11. It is grace that gave being to the 
angels, with all the prerogatives that adorn their natures: it is 
grace that confirmed them in their original integrity. For God 
owes them nothing, and they are nothing to him. It was grace 
that placed Adam in paradise, and made him as a visible God in 
the lower world. And if grace alone dispensed benefits to inno
cent creatures, much more to those who are obnoxious to justice: 
the first was free, but this is merciful. And this leads to the se
cond consideration, which exalts redeeming love. 

Still Waters Revival Books - All Rights Reserved - www.PuritanDownloads.com 

http://www.PuritanDownloads.com


CHAP. V n i . T H E ; D I V I N E A T T R I B t ' T E S , 289 

Secondly. The object of it is man in his lapsed state. In this 
respect it excels the goodness that prevented him at the beginning. 
In the creation as there was no object to invite, so nothing repug
nant to man's being and happiness: the dust of the earth did not 
merit such an excellent condition as it received from the pure 
bounty of God; but there was no moral unworthiness. But the 
grace of the gospel hath a diiferent object, the wretched and un-
worthj', and it produces different operations, it is healing and 
medicuial, ransoming and delivering, and hath a peculiar charac
ter among the divine attributes. It is goodness that crowns the 
angels, but it is mercy, the sanctuary of the guilty, and refuge of 
the miserable, that saves man. The scripture hath consecrated 
the name of grace in a special manner, to signify the most excel
lent and admirable favour of God in recovering us from our justly 
deserved misery. We are "justified freely by his grace," Rom. 
3. 24. " By grace we are saved." Eph. 2. 5. " Grace and 
tmth is come by Jesus Christ." John 1.17. "It is the grace 
of God that brings salvation." Tit. 2. 11. And this is glori
ously manifested towards man in that, I . Considered in himself 
he is altogether unworthy of it. 2. As compared with the fallen 
angels, who are left under perfect irremediable misery. 

First; man considered in himself is unworthy of the favour of 
God. The usual motives of love are, 

1. The goodness of things or persons. This is the proper al-
lective of the rational appetite : there is such a ravishing beauty 
in it, that it powerfully calls from affection. When there is an 
union of amiable qualities in a person, every one finds an at
tractive. 

2. A conformity in disposition hath a mighty force to beget 
love. Resemblance is the common principle of union in nature: 
social plants thrive best when near together: sensitive creatures 
associate with those of their kind. And love, which is an affec
tionate union and voluntary band, proceeds from a similitude of 
wills and inchnations. The harmony of tempers is the strongest 
and sweetest tie of friendship. 

3. Love is an innocent and powerful charm to produce love: 
it is of universal virtue, and known by all the world. * None 

• Tibi monstrabo ainatorium sine medicamenta, sine herbis, sine ullius ve-
nefica^ carmine, si vis amari ama, Senec. 

T 

Still Waters Revival Books - All Rights Reserved - www.PuritanDownloads.com 

http://www.PuritanDownloads.com


290 T H E HARMONY OF CHAP. V I l I . 

are of such an unnatural hardness, but they are softened and re
ceive impression from it. Now there are none of these induce
ments to incline God to love man. 

(1.) He was utterly destitute of moral goodness : as the exact 
temperament of the body, so the order and beauty of the soul, was 
spoiled by sin. Nothing remained but deformity and defile
ments. The love of God makes us amiable, but did not find us 
so. Redemption is a free favour, not excited by the worth of 
him that receives it, but the grace of him that dispenses it; 
" Herein God commended his love to us, that while we were 
sinners Christ died for us." Rom. 5. 8. Our goodness was not 
the motive of his love, but his love the original of our goodness. 

(2.) There is a fixed contrariety in the corrupted nature of man 
to the holy nature and vnll of God : for which he is not only 
unworthy of his love, but worthy of his wrath. We are opposite 
to him in our minds, affections, and actions: a strong antipathy 
is seated in all our faculties. How unqualified were we for his 
love ? There is infinite holiness in him, whereby he is eternally 
opposite to all sin, yet he expressed infinite love to sinners in sa
ving them from misery. 

(3.) There was not the least spark of love in man to God: not
withstanding his infinite beauty and bounty to us, Rom. 5. 10. 
yet we renewed acts of hostility against him every day. And it 
was the worst kind of hostility arising from the hatred of God, 
Rom. 1. 30. and that for his holiness, his most amiable perfec
tion : yet then in his love he pitied us. The same favour be
stowed on an enemy, is morally more valuable than given to a 
friend. For it is love that puts a price on benefits: and the more 
undesen'cd they are, the more they are endeared by the affection 
that gives them. " Here is love, not that we loved God, but 
that he loved us, and sent his Son to be a propitiation for our 
sins." 1 John 4. 10. We were rebels against God, and at en
mity with the Prince of life, yet theri he gave himself for us. 

It vidll further appear that our salvation comes from pure fa
vour, if we consider man not only as a rebellious enemy to God, 
but impotent and obstinate, without power to resist justice, and 
without affection to desire mercy. Sometimes the interest of a 
prince may induce him to spare the guilty, he may be compelled 
to pardon, whom he cannot punish. The multitude is the 
greatest potentate. " The sons of Zerviah were too strong for 
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David :" and then it is not pity, but policy to supend the juag-
ment. But our condition is described by the apostle, Rom. 5. 6. 
" That v.'hen v/e were sinners, and without strength, then Christ 
died for us." Mnn is a despicable creature; so weak that he 
trembles at tiie appearance of a worm, and yet so wicked that he 
lifts up his head against heaven. How unable is he to encounter 
with offended omnipote'nce ? Hô v easily can God destroy him, 
when by his sole word he made him !• If he unclasps his hand, 
that supports all things, they will presently relapse into their first 
confusion. The whole world of sinners was shut up, utterly un
able to repel or avoid his displeasure: and what amazing love is 
it to spare rebels that were under his feet ? " WTien a man finds 
his enemy, will he let him go well away?" 1 Sam. 24. 9. But 
God, when we were all at his mercy, spared and saved us. 

Besides, rebels sometimes solicit the favour of their prince by 
their acknowledgments, their tears and supphcations, the testi
monies of their repentance : but man persisted in his fierce en
mity, and had the weapons of defiance in his hands against his 
Creator; he trampled on his laws, and despised his Deity; yet 
then the Lord of hosts became the God of peace. In short, 
there was nothing to call forth the divine compassion but our 
misery: the breach began on man's part, but reconciliation on 
God's. Mercy opened his melting eye, and prevented not only our 
desert, buu our expectation and desires. The design was laid 
from eternity. God foresaw our sin and our misery, and ap
pointed " a Saviour before the foundafion of the world." 1 Pet. 
1. 20. It was the most early and pure love to provide a ransom 
for us before we had a being; therefore we could not be deser
ving, nor desirous of it; and after wc were made, v.e deserved 
nothing but damnation. 

Again; The grace of God eminently appears in man's recovery, 
by comparing his state with that of the fallen angels who are left 
under miseiy: this is a special circumstance that magnifies the 
favour; and to make it more sensible to us, it will be convenient 
briefly to consider the first state of the angels, tlieir fail, and 
their punishment. 

God in creating the world, formed two natures capable of his 
image and favour, to glorify and enjoy him, angels, and men; 
and placed them in the principal parts of the universe, heaven 
and earth. 
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The angels were the eldest offspring of his love, the purest 
productions of that supreme light: man in his best state was infe
rior to them. A great number of them kept not their first state 
(Psal. 8. 5.) of integrity and felicity. Their sin is intimated in 
scripture; " Ordain not a novice, lest being lifted up in pride, 
he fall into condemnation of the devil," 1 Tim. 3. 6. That is, 
lest he become guilty of that sin which brought a severe sentence 
on the devil. The prince of darkness was blinded with the lus
tre of his own excellencies, and attempted upon the regalia of 
heaven, affecting an independent state. He disavowed his bene
factor, enriched with his benefits. And in the same moment he 
with his companions in rebellion were banished from heaven. 
" God spared not the angels that sinned, but east them down to 
hell, and delivered them into chains of darkness to be reserved 
unto judgment." 2 Pet. 2. 4. Mercy did not interpose to avert 
or suspend their judgment, but immediately they were expelled 
from the divine presence. A solemn triumph in heaven follow
ed: " A voice came out of the throne, saying, praise our God 
all ye his servants: and there was as it were the voice of mighty 
thunderings, saying, hallelujah, for the Lord God omnipotent 
reigns." They are now the most eminent examples of revenging 
wrath. Their present misery is insupportable, and they expect 
worse. Wlien our Saviour cast some of them out of the posses
sed persons, they cried out, Mark 1. "Art thou cowe to tor
ment us before our time ?" Miserimmn est timere cum speres 
nihil; it is the height of misery to have nothing to hope, and 
something to fear. Their guilt is attended with despair; they 
are in " everlasting chains;" he that " carries the keys of hell 
and death" will never open their prison. If the sentence did 
admit a revocation after a million of years, their torment would 
be nothing in comparison of what it is : for the longest measure 
of time bears no proportion to eternity; and hope would allay the 
sense of the present sufferings with the prospect of future ease. 
But their judgment is irreversible; they are under the " black
ness of darkness for ever." There is not the least glimpse of 
hope to allay their sorrows, no star-light to sweeten the horrors 
of their eternal night. They are servi poena;, that can never be 
redeemed. It were a kind of pardon to them to be capable of 
death: but God will never be so far reconciled, as to annihilate 
them. " His anger shall be accomplished, and his fury rest up-
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on them." Ezek. 3. .5. Immoijality, the privilege of their na
ture, infinitely increases their torment: for when the understand
ing by a strong and active apprehension, hath a terrible and un
bounded prospect of the continuance of their sufferings, that what 
is intolerable must be eternal, this inexpressibly exasperates their 
misery: there wants a word beyond death to set it forth. This 
is the condition of the sinning angels, and God might have dealt 
in as strict justice with rebellious man. It is true, there are 
many reasons may be assigned why the wisdom of God made no 
provision for their recovery. 

1. It was most decent that the first breach of the divine law 
should be punished to secure obedience for the future. Prudent 
laAvgivers are severe against the first transgressors, the leaders in 
disobedience: he that first presumed to break the sabbath, was 
by God's command put to death. And Solomon the king of 
peace, punished the first attempt upon bis royalty with death, 
though in the person of his brother. 

2. The malignity of their sin was in the highest degree: for 
such was the clearness of the angelical understanding, that there 
was nothing of ignorance and deceit to lessen the voluntariness 
of their sin : it was no mistake, but malice: they fell ui the light 
of heaven, and rendered themselves incapable of mercy. As un
der the law, those who sinned "with a high hand," Heb. 9. 7. 
that is, not out of ignorance or imbecility, to please their pas
sions, but knowingly and proudly despised the command, their 
presumption was inexpiable, no sacrifice was appointed for it. 
And the gospel, though the declaration of mercy, yet excepts 
those who sin the great transgression against the Holy Ghost. Now 
of such a nature was the sin of the rebellious angels, Phil. 3. it 
being a contemptuous violation of God's majesty, and therefore 
unpardonable. Besides, they aie wholly spiritual beings, without 
any allay of flesh, and so fell to the utmost in evil, there being 
nothing to suspend the entireness of their will: whereas the hu
man spirit is more slow by its union with the body. And that 
which extremely aggravates their sin is, that it was committed in 
the state of perfect happiness. They despised the full fruition of 
God: it was therefore congmous to the divine wisdom, that their 
final sentence should depend upon their first election : whereas 
man's rebellion, though inconceivably great, was against a lovv̂ r 
light and less grace dispensed to him. 
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3. They sinned without a tempter, and were not in the same 
capacity with man to be restored by a Saviour. The devil is an 
original proprietor in sin, it is of his own, John 8. 41. Man 
was beguiled by the serpent's subtilty: as he fell by another's 
malice, so he is recovered by another's merit. 

4. The angelical nature was not entirely lost: myriads of 
blessed spirits still continue in the place of their innocency and 
glory, and for ever ascribe to the great Creator that incomn.uni-
cable honour, which is due to him ; and perfectly do liis com
mandments, Psal 103. But all mankind was lost in Adam, and 
no religion was left in the lower world. 

Now although in these and other respects it was most consist
ent with the wisdom and justice of God, to conclude them under 
an irrevocable doom, yet the principal cause that inclined him to 
save man, was mere aud perfect grace. The law made no dis
tinction, but awarded the same punishment: mercy alone made 
the difference: and the reason of that is in himself. Millions of 
them fell sacrifices to justice, and guilty man was spared: it is 
not for the excellency of our natures, for man in his creation was 
lower than the angels; nor upon the account of service, for they 
having more eminent endowments of wisdom and power, might 
have brought greater honour to God ; nor for our innocence, for 
though not equally, yet we had highly offended him, but it must 
be resolved " into that love which passeth knowledge." It was 
the unaccountable pleasure of God that " preferred babes before 
the wise and pradent," Mat. 11. and herein grace is most glo
rious. " He in no wise took the nature of angels," though im
mortal spirits; he did not put forth his hand to help them, and 
break the force of their fall; he did nothing for their rehef, they 
are under unallayed wrath : " but he took the seed of Abraham, 
and plants a new colony of those who sprung from the earth, in 
the heavenly country, to fill up vacant places of those apostate 
spirits. This is just matter of our highest admiration, why the 
milder attribute is exercised towards man, and the severer on 
them ! Why the vessels of clay are chosen, and the vessels of 
gold neglected! How can we reflect upon it without the warm
est affections to our Redeemer I We shall never fully under
stand the riches of distinguishing grace, till our Saviour shall 
be their judge, and receive us into the kingdom of joy and glory, 
and condemn them to an eternal separation from his presence. 
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CHAP. IX. 

The greatness of redeeming love discovered by considering the evils from 
which we are freed. The servitude of sin, the tyranny of satan, the bond
age of the law, the empire of death. The measure of love is proportion
able to the degrees of our misery. No possible remedy for us in nature. 
Our deliverance is complete. The divine love is magnified in the means 
by which our Redtmption is accomplished. They are the incarnation and 
sulTeriiigs of the Son of God. Love is manifested in the incarnation, upon 
the account of the essential condition of the nature assumed, and its servile 
state. Christ took our nature after it liad lost its innuceney. The most 
evident proof of God's love is in the sulTcrings of Christ. The description 
of ihem with respect to his soul and body. The sufi'crings of his soul set 
forth from the causes of his grief; the diijposition of Christ, and tile design 
of God in afflicting him. The sorrows of his forsaken state. All comfort
ing influences were suspended, but without prejudice to the personal union, 
or the perfection of his grace, or the love of his Father towards him. The 
death of the cross considered, with respect to the ignominy and torment 
that concurred in it. The love of the Father and of Christ amplified upon 
the account of hij enduring it. 

THE next circumstance to be considered in tbe divine mercy is 
the degree of it: and this is described by the apostle in all the 
dimensions which can signify its greatness. He prays for the 
Ephesians, Ephes. .3. 18. "that they may be able to compre
hend with all saints, the breadth, and length, and depth, and. 
height of the love of God in Christ which passes knowledge." 
No language is sufficient to express it: if ovir hearts were as large 
as the sand on the sea-shore, yet they were too strait to compre
hend it. But although we caimot arrive at the perfect know
ledge of this excellent love, yet it is our duty to study it with the 
greatest application of mind; for our happiness depends upon it; 
and so far we riiay understand as to enflame our hearts with a 
superlative affection to God. And the full discover)' which here 
we desire, and search after, in the future state, shall be obtained 
by the presence and light of our Redeemer. Now the greatness 
of the divine love in our redemption appears, 

I. By reflecting on the mighty evils from which we aie freed. 
H. The means by which our redemption is accomplished. 
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III. That excellent state to which we are advanced by our 
Redeemer. 

I. If we reflect upon the horror of our natural state, it will 
exceedingly heighten the mercy that delivered us. This I have 
in part opened before, therefore I will be the shorter in descri
bing it. Man by his rebellion had forfeited God's favour, and 
the honour and happiness he enjoyed in paradise; Psal. 49. 20. 
And as there is no middle state between sovereignty and misery, 
he that falls from the throne stops not till he comes to the bot
tom ; so when man fell from God and the dignity of his innocent 
state, he became extremely miserable. He is under the servitude 
of sin, the tyranny of satan, the bondage of the law, and the 
empire of death. 

I. Man is a captive to sin. He is fallen from the hand of his 
counsel, under the power of his passions. Love, hatred, am
bition, envy, fear, sorrow, and all the other stinging affections 
(of which is true what Solinus speaks of the several kinds of ser
pents in Africa, Quantus nominum iantus tnortium nmnerus) ex
ercise a tyranny over him. And if " no man can serve two mas-
tes," as our Savious tells us, Mat. 6. 24. how wretched is the 
slavery of man, whose passions are so opposite, that in obeying 
one, he cannot escape the lash of many imperious masters ? He 
is possessed with a legion of impure lusts. And as the demoniac 
in the gospel was sometimes cast into t'le fire, and sometimes 
into the water; so is he hurried by the fury of contrary passions. 
I'his servitude to sin is in all respects complete. For those who 
serve, are either born servants, or bought with a price, or made 
captives by force: and sin hath all these kinds of title to man. 
" He is conceived and born in sin," Psal. 51. " He is sold un
der sin," Rom. 7. "And sells hhnself to do evil." Isa. 28. 15. 
As that which is scl^ passes into the possession of the buyer, 
so the sinner exchanging himself for the pleasures of sin, is under 
its power. Original sin took possession of our nature, and actual 
sin of our lives. He is the servant of corruption by yielding to it: 
" For of whom a man is overcome, of the same he is brought in 
bondage." 2 Pet. 2. 19. The condition of the most wretched 
bondslave is more sweet and less servile than that of a sinner. 
For the severest tyranny is exercised only upon the body, the 
soul remains free in the midst of chains : slaves are called a-aijuiToL 
bodies. Rev. 18. 13. but the power of sin oppresses the soul, the 
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most noble part, and defaces the bright character of the Deity 
that was stamped upon its visage. The worst slavery is termi
nated with this present life. " In the grave the prisoners rest 
together, they hear not the voice of the oppressor. The small 
and the great are there, and the servant is free from his master." 
Job 3. 18, 19. But there is no exemption from this servitude by 
death, it extends itself to eternity. 

2. Man since his fall is under the tyranny of satan, who is 
called the god of this world, and is more absolute than all tem
poral princes, his dominion being over the will. He overcame 
man in paradise, and by the right of war rules over him. The 
soul is kept in his bondage by subtile chains, of which the spiri
tual nature is capable. The understanding is captivated by ig
norance and errors; the will by inordinate and dangerous lusts ; 
the memory by the images of sinful pleasures, those mortal vi
sions which enchant the soul, and make it not desirous of liberty. 
Never did cruel pirate so incompassionately urge his slaves to ply 
their oars in charging, or flying from an enemy, as satan incites 
those who are his captives " to do his will." 2 Tim. 2. 26. And 
can there be a more afflicting calamity, than to be the slaves of 
one's enemy, especially if base and cruel ? This is the condition 
of man, he is a captive to the devil, who was " a liar, and a 
murderer from the beginning. He is under the rage of that 
bloody tyrant, whose ambition was to render man as miserable as 
himself, who in triumph upbraids him for his folly, and adds de
rision to his cruelty. 

3. Fallen man is under the curse and terror of the law. For 
being guilty, he is justly exposed to the punishment threatened 
against transgressors, without the allowance of repentance to ob
tain pardon. And conscience, which is the echo of the law in 
his bosom, repeats the dreadful sentence. This is an accuser 
%vhich none can silence, a judge that none can decline : and from 
hence it is that men all their life are " subject to bondage," 
Heb. 2. being obnoxious to the wrath of God, which the awaken
ed conscience fearfully sets before them. 

This complicated servitude of a sinner the scripture represents 
under great variety of similitudes, that the defects of oue may be 
supplied by another. Every sinner is a servant, John 8. 34. 
Now a servant by flight may recover his liberty: but the sinner is 
a captive in chains 2 Tim. 2. ult. A captive may be freed by 
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laying down a ransom; but the sinner is deeply in d e b t : every 
debtor is not miserable by his own fault, fvlat. 18. it may be his 
infelieity, not his crime, that he is poor; but the sinner is guilty 
of the highest offences, Isa. 1.6. A guilty person may enjoy his 
health; but the sinner is sick of a deadly disease, an incurable 
wound : he that is sick and wounded may send for the physician 
in order to his recovery; but the sinner is in a deep sleep, 2 Tim. 
2. 26. The apostle sets forth the conversion of a sinner by the 
word arnvftfen, which signifies an awakening out of sleep, caused 
by the fumes of wine or strong liquor; which is an excellent re
semblance of the sinner's state, wherein the spiritual senses are 
bound up, and the passions, as thick and malignant vapours, 
cloud the mind, that it cannot reflect upon his miseries. He 
that is asleep may awake; but the sinner is in a state of death, 
which implies not only a cessation from all vital actions, but 
an absolute disability to perform them. The understanding is 
disabled for any spiritual perception, the will for any holy incli
nations, the whole man is disabled for the sense of his WTCtched 

state. This is the spiritual death which justly exposes the sinner 
to death temporal and eternal. 

4. Every man as descending from Adam, is born a sacrifice to 
death. His condition in this world is so wretched and unworthy 
the original exceUency of his nature, that it deser̂ 'es not the 
name of life: it is a continual exercise of sinful actions disho-
nourble to God, and damning to himself, and after the succes
sion of a few years in the defilements of sin, and the accidents of 
this frail state, in doing and suffering evil, man comes to his fa
tal period, and falls into the bottomless pit, the place of pollu
tions and horrors, of sin and torments. It is there " that the 
wrath of God abides on him; and who knows the power of his 
wrath ? According to his fear, so is his wrath." Psal. 90. 12. 
Fear is an unbounded passion, and can extend itself to the ap
prehension of such torments, which no finite power can inflict: 
but the wrath of God exceeds the most jealous fears of the guilty 
conscience. It proceeds from infinite justice, and is executed by 
Almighty power, and contains eminently all kinds of evils. A 
lake of flaming brimstone, and whatever is most dreadful to sense, 
is but an imperfect allusion to represent it. 

And how great is that love which pitied and rescued us from 
sin and hell ? This saving mercy is set out for its tenderness 
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and vehemence by the commotion of the bowels, at the sight of 
one in misery, Luke 1. 78. especially the working of the mo
ther, when any evil befals her children: such an inward deep re
sentment of our distress was in the Father of mercies. " When 
we were in our blood, he said unto us, live," Ezek. 16. 6. And 
that which further discovers the eminent degree of his love in 
this ; he might have been unconcerned with our distress, and left 
us under despair of deliverance. There is a compassion which 
ariseth from self-love, when the sight of another's misery surpri
ses us, and affects in such a manner as to disturb our repose, and 
imbitter our joy, by considering our liableness to the same trou
bles, and from hence we are inclined to help them. And there 
is a compassion that proceeds from pure love to the miserable, 
when the person that expresses it, is above all the assaults of 
evil, and incapable of all affections that might lessen his felicity, 
and yet applies himself to relieve the afflicted; and such was 
God's towards man. 

If it had been a tolerable evil under which we were fallen, the 
mercy that recovered us had been less: for benefits are valued by 
the necessity of the receiver. But man was disinherited of para
dise, an heir of hell, his misery was inconceivably great. Now 
the measure of God's love is proportionable to the misery from 
whence we are redeemed. If there had been any possible reme
dy for us in nature, our engagements had not been so great: but 
only he that created us by his power, could restore us by his love. 
Briefly, it magnifies the divine compassion, that our deliverance 
is fiill and entire. It had been admirable favour to have mitiga
ted our misery, but we have a perfect redemption sweetened by 
the remembrance of those dreadful evils that oppressed us. As 
the three Hebrew martyrs came unhurt out of the fiery furnace, 
" The hair of their heads were not singed, nor their coats chan
ged, nor the smell of the fire passed on them," Dan. 3. 27. So 
the saints above have no marks of sin and misery remaining upon 
them, not the " least spot or wrinkle" to blast their beauty, nor 
the least trouble to diminish their blessedness; but for ever pos
sess the fulness of joy and glory, a pure and triumphant felicity. 

II. The greatness of the divine love towards fallen man appears 
in the means by which our redemption is accomplished. And 
those are the incarnation and sufferings of the Son of God. The 
incarnation manifests this love upon a double account. 
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1. In regard of the essential condition of the nature he as
sumed. 

2. Its servile state and meanness. 
1. The essential condition of the human nature assumed hy 

our Redeemer discovers his transcendent love to us. For what 
proportion is there between God and man ? Infinite and finite 
are not terms that admit comparison, as greater and less; but 
are distant, as fdl and nothing. The whole world before him, is 
" but as the drop of the bucket that hath scarce weight to fall; 
and the small dust of the balance, that is not of such moment as 
to turn the scales; it is as nothing, and counted less than no
thing, and vanity," Isa. 40. 15, 17. The Deity in its own na
ture includes independence and sovereignty. To be a creature 
implies dependance and subjection. The angelical nature is in
finitely inferior to the divine, and man is lower than the angels; 
yet " the word was made flesh," Add to this, he was not made 
as Adam in the perfection of his nature, and beginning the first 
step of his life jn the full exercise of reason, and dominion over 
the creatures, but he came into the world by the way of a natu
ral birth, and dependance upon a mortal creature. The eternal 
wisdom of the Father stooped to a state of infancy, which is most 
distant from that of wisdom, wherein though the life, yet the 
light of the reasonable soul is not visible; and the mighty God, 
to a condition of indigence and infirmity. The Lord of nature 
submitted to the laws of it. Admirable love! wherein God 
seemed to forget his own greatness, and the meanness of the 
creature. This is more endeared to us by considering, 

2. The servile state of the nature he assumed. An account 
of this we have in the words of the apostle, Phil. 2. 5, 6, 7, 8. 
" let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ; who being 
in the form of God," that is, enjoying the divine nature with all 
its glory eternally, and invariably. As to be in the form of a 
king, signifies not only to be a king, but to have all the con
spicuous marks of royalty, the crown, sceptre, throne, the guards 
and state of a king. Thus our Saviour possessed that glory that 
is truely divine, before he took our nature, John 17. 5. The 
angels adored him in heaven, and by him " princes reigned on 
the earth." Prov. 8. 15. It is added, " he thought it no rob
bery to be equal with God," Phil. 2. 6. that is, being the es
sential image of the Father, he had a rightful possession of all 
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his perfections, yet " he mads himself of no reputation, and 
took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the like
ness of man :" this is a lower degree of condescension, than the 
assuming the naked human nature. A servant is not simply a 
man, there being many men of higher quality, but a man in a 
low state. Now he that was in the form of God, lessened him
self into the form of a servant, that is, took the human nature 
without honour, attended with its infirmities; so that by the 
visible condition of his life, he was judged to be an ordinary per
son, and not that under that meanness the Lord of angels had 
been concealed. This will more distinctly be understood, if we 
consider the lowness of his extraction, the poverty of his birth, 
and the tenour of his life whilst he conversed with men. What 
nation was more despicable in the esteem of the world than the 
Jews ? yet of their stock Christ disdained not to descend. * 
And among the Jews none were more vihfied than the Galileans, 
and in Galilee, Nazareth was a contemptible village, and in Na^ 
zareth the family of Joseph was very obscure, and to him our 
Saviour was nearly allied. His reputed father was a carpenter, 
and his mother a poor virgin, that offered two pigeons for her 
purification. He first breathed in a stable, and was covered 
with poor swaddling clothes, who was master of heaven and earth, 
and adorns all creatures with their glory. But love made him, 
who is heir of all things, renounce the privilege of his superna
tural sonship. Inconceivable condescension ! Therefore an angel 
was dispatched from heaven, who appeared with a surprising 
miraculous light, the visible chai-acter of his dignity, to prevent 
the scandal which might arise from the meanness of his condi
tion, and to assure the shepherds that the babe which lay in the 
manger, was the Redeemer of the world. Luke 2. 12. The 
course of his life was a preface, and preparative for the death of 
the cross. He had a just right to all that glorj', which a created 
nature personally united to the Deity could receive. An eminent 
instance of it there was in his transfiguration, when glory de
scended from heaven to encompass him; that which was so short 
should have been continual, but he presently returned to the 
lowness of his former condition. " The fulness of the God-head 

• The Jews are called by Tacilus, Vilissima pari scrvientium. Lii, S 
Jtist. 
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dwelt in him bodily," yet in his humble state he was voluntarily 
deprived of those admirable effects which should proceed from 
that union. Strange separation between the Deity, and the 
glory that results from it! God is light, and the Son is the 
brightness of his Father's glory, yet in his pilgrimage upon the 
earth he was always under a cloud. Astonishing miracle! tran
scending all those in the compass of nature, yet the power of 
love effected it. He was made not only " lower than the angels, 
but less than all men," Heb. 2. joining (oh amazing abasement!) 
the majesty of God, with the meanness of " a worm." Psal. 22. 
The " high and lofty One," whom the prophet saw " exalted 
on a high throne," Isa. 6. and all the powers of heaven in a 
posture of reverence about him, " was despised and rejected of 
men," Isa. 53. " they turned their eyes from him," not for the 
lustre of his countenance, but for shame. 

If the Lord had assumed our nature in its most honourable 
condition, and appeared in its beauty, the condescension were 
infinite : for although men are distinguished among themselves 
by titles of honour, yet as two glow-worms that shine with an un
equal brightness in the night, are equally obscured by the light 
of the sun: so all men, those that are advanced to the most emi
nent degree, as well as the most abject and wretched, are in the 
same distance from God. But " he emptied himself of all his 
glory." Phil. " He grew up as a tender plant, and as a root out 
of a dry ground, there was no form or comeliness in him." Isa. 
53. 2. From his birth to the time of his preaching he lived so 
privately, as to be only known under the quality of the carpenter's 
son. There was a continual repression of that inconceivable 
glory, that was due to him the first moment of his appearing 
among men. In short, his despised condition was an abasement 
not only of his divinity, but his humanity. And how conspicu
ous was his love in this darkening condescension ? " We know 
the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, he 
became poor for our sakes." 2 Cor. 8. 9. He did not assume 
that which was due to the excellency of his nature, but what was 
convenient for our redemption, which was to be accomplished 
by sufferings. 

Where can be found an example of such love ? Some have 
favourable inclinations to help the distressed, and will express so 
much compassion as is consistent with their state and quality: 
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but if in order to the reUeving of the miserable, one must submit 
to what is shameful, who hath an affection so strong and vehe
ment as to purchase his brother's redemption at the loss of his 
own honour ? Yet the Son of God descended from his throne, 
aud put on our vile mortality : he parted with his glory, that he 
might be qualified to part with his life for our salvation. How 
doth this exalt his compassion to us! 

Add further, he took our nature after it had lost its primitive 
innocency. The natural distance between God and the creature 
is infinite; the moral between God and the sinful creature, if 
possible, is more than infinite: yet the mercy of our Redeemer 
overcame this distance. What an ecstacy of love transported 
the Son of God so far as to espouse our nature, after it was de
praved and dishonoured with sin? He was essential innocence 
and purity, yet " he came in the similitude of sinfiil flesh," Rom. 
8. 3. which to outward view was not different from what was 
really sinful. He was the holy Lawgiver, yet he submitted to 
that law, which made him appear under the character and dis
reputation of a sinner. He paid the bloody tribute of the chil
dren of wrath, being circumcised as guilty of Adam's sin; and 
he was baptised as guilty of his own. 

2. The most evident and sensible proof of the greatness of 
God's love to mankind, is in the sufferings of our Redeemer to 
obtain our pardon. He is called in scripture, " a man of sor
rows," Isa. 53. the title signifies their number and quality. His 
whole life was a continual passion : he suffered the contradiction 
of sinners, who by their malicious calumnies obscured the lustre 
of his miracles and most innocent actions : he endured the temp
tations of satan in the desert: he was often in danger of his life : 
but all these were nothing in comparison of his last sufferings. 
It is therefore said, that at the bare apprehension of them, he 
" began to be sorrowful," as if he had never felt any griqf till 
then. His former afflictions were like scattered drops of rain : 
but as in the deluge " all the fountains beneath, and all the win
dows of heaven above were opened;" so in our Saviour's last 
sufferings, the anger of God, the cruelty of men, the fiiry of 
devils broke out together against him. And that the degrees o. 
his love may be measured by those of his sufferings, it will be fit 
to consider them with respect to his soul and his body. The 
gospel delivers to us the relation of both. 
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First. Upon his entrance into the garden, he complains, " my 
soul is exceeding sorrowful, even unto death." There were pre
sent only Peter, James and John his happy favourites, who as
sured him of their fidelity; there was no visible enemy to afflict 
him, yet his soul was environed with sorrows. It is easy to con
ceive the injuries he suffered from the rage of men, for they were 
terminated upon his body; but how to understand his inward 
sufferings, the wounds of his spirit, the cross to which his soul 
was nailed, is very difficult. Yet these were inexpressibly greater, 
as the visible effects declare. The anguish of his soul so affected 
his body, that his " sweat was as it were great drops of blood," 
the miraculous evidence of his agony. The terror was so dread
fiil, that the assistance of an angel could not calm it. And if 
we consider the causes of his grief, the dispositions of Christ, 
and the design of God in afflicting him, it will fiirther appear 
that no sorrow was ever like his. The causes were, 

(1.) The evil of sin, which inconceivably exceeds all other: 
for the just measure of an evil is taken from the good to which 
it is opposite, and of which it deprives us. Now sin is formally 
opposite to the holy nature and will of God, and meritoriously 
deprives of his blessed presence for ever. Therefore God being 
the supreme good, sin is the supreme evil. And grief being the 
resentment of an evil, that which is proportioned to the evil of 
sin must be infinite. Now the Lord Christ alone had perfect 
light to discover sin in its true horror, and perfect zeal to hate 
it according to its nature: for, who can understand the excel
lency of good, and the malignity of evil, but the author of the 
one and the judge of the other ? Who can fiilly conceive the guilt 
of rebellion against God, but the Son of God, who is alone able 
to comprehend his own majesty ? On this account the grief of 
our Redeemer exceeded all the sorrows of repenting sinners, from 
the beginning of the world. For our knowledge is so imperfect, 
and our zeal so remiss, that our grief for sin is much beneath 
what it is worthy of: but sin was as hateful to Christ as it is in 
itself, and his sorrow was equal to its evil. 

(2.) The death he was to suffer, attended with all the curses of 
the law, and the terrible marks of God's indignation. From 
hence it is said, " he began to be sore amazed and to be very 
heavy," Mat. 14. 34. It is wonderful that the Son of God, 
who had perfect patience, and the strength of the Deity to sup-
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port him, who knew that his passion should soon pass away, 
and that the issue should be his own glorious resurrection, and 
the recovery of lapsed man, that he should be shaken with fear 
and oppressed with sorrow at the first approaches of it: how 
many of the martyrs have with an undisturbed courage embraced 
a more cmel death ? But to them it was disarmed; whereas 
our Saviour encountered it with all its formidable pomp, with itV 
darts and poison. 

3. The wrath of God was inflamed against him. For al
though he was perfectly innocent, and more distant from sm 
than heaven is from the earth, yet by the ordination of God, 
and his own consent being made our sponsor, " the iniquity of 
us all was laid upon him." Isa. 53. He suffered as deeply as if 
he had been guilty. Vindictive justice was inexorable to his 
prayers and tears. Although he renewed his request with the 
greatest ardency, as it is said by the Evangelist; " That being 
in an agony, he prayed more earnestly," yet God would not spare 
him. The Father of mercies saw his Son humbled in his pre
sence prostrate on the earth, yet deals with him in extreme se
verity. He " was stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted." And 
who is able td conceive the weight of God's hand when he 
punishes sin according to its desert ? Who can understand the 
degrees of those sufferings when God exacts satisfaction from one 
that was obliged, and able to make it ? How piercing were 
those sorrows whereby divine justice, infinitely incensed, was to 
be appeased? Who knows the consequence of those words, 
" My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me ?" It is im
possible to comprehend, or represent that great and terrible mys
tery. But thus much we may understand, that holiness and 
glory being essential to the Deity, they are communicated to the 
reasonable nature when united to it: but with this difference, 
that hoUness necessarily results firom union with God: for sin 
being infinitely repugnant to his nature, makes a separation be
tween him and the creature: but glory and joy are dispensed in 
a free and arbitrary manner. This dereliction of our Saviour 
must be understood with respect to the second, not the first com
munication. In the extremity of his torments all his affections 
were innocent and regular, being only raised to that degree, 
which the vehemency of the' object required. He expressed no 
murmur ag-ainst God, nor anger against his enemies. His faith, 

u 
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love, humility, patience were then in their exaltation. Rut that 
glorious and unspeakahle joy which in the course of his life, the 
Deity conveyed to him, was then withdrawn. An impetuous 
torrent of pure unmixed sorrows broke into his holy soul: he felt 
no refreshing emanations, so that having lost the sense of pre
sent joy, there remained in his soul only the hope of future joy. 
And in that sad moment, his mind was so intent upon his suffer
ings, that he seems to have been diverted from the actual con
sideration of tbe glory that attended the issue of them. 

Briefly, All comforting influences were suspended, but with
out prejudice to the personal union, or the perfection of his grace, 
or to the love of his Father toward him. His soul was liable to 
sorrows, as his body to death. For the Deity is the principle 
of life as well as of joy; and as the body of Christ was three 
days in the state of death, and the hypostatical union remained 
entire ; so his soul was left for a time under the fearful impres
sions of wrath, yet was not separated from the Godhead. And 
although he endured whatever was necessary for the expiation of 
sin ; yet all vicious evils, as blasphemy, hatred of God, and any 
other which are not inflicted by the judge, but in strictness are 
accidental to the punishment, and proceed from the weakness or 
wickedness of the patient, he was not in the least guilty of. 
Besides, when his Father appeared an enemy against him, at 
that time he was infinitely pleased in his obedience. But with 
these exceptions our blessed Lord suffered whatever was due 
to us. 

The sorrows of his forsaken state were inexpressibly great; 
for according to the degree and sense we have of happiness, such 
in proportion is our grief for the loss of it. Now Christ had the 
fullest enjoyment, and the highest valuation of God's favour 
His enjoyment was raised above what the most glorious spirits 
are capable of: all his faculties were pure and vigorous, never 
blunted with sin, and intimately united to the Deity. How cut
ting then was it to his soul, to be suspended from the perfect 
vision of God ? To be divorced as it were from himself, and to 
lose that paradise he always had within him ? If all the angels 
of light were at once deprived of their glory, the loss were not 
equal to this dreadful eclipse of the Sun of Righteousness: as 
if all the stars were extinguished, the darkness would not be so 
terrible, as if the sun the fountain of light were put out. What-
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ever his sufferings were in kind, yet in degree they were answer
able to the full and just desert of sin, and surpassed the power 
of the human or angelical nature to endure. In short, his sor
rows were only equalled by that love which procured them. 

And as the sufferings inflicted by the hand of God, so the evils 
he endured from men, declare the infiniteness of our Redeemer's 
love to us. For the further discovery of it, it is necessary to re
flect upon his death, which is set down by the apostle as the 
lowest degree of his humiliation, in which the succession of all 
his bodily sufferings is included, it being the complement of all. 
And if we consider the quality of it, the goodness of our Re
deemer, will be more visible in his voluntary submission to it. 
Two circumstances make the kind of death which is to be suf
fered, very terrible to us, ignominy and torment; and they emi
nently concur in the death of the cross. 

I . The greatest ignominy attended it, and that in the ac
count of God and men. As honour is in Iwnorante, and depends 
upon the esteem of others ; so infamy consists in the judgment 
of others. Now in the account of the world, every death in
flicted for a crime is attended with disgrace: but that receives its 
degrees from the manner of it. To be executed privately is a 
favour, but to be made a spectacle to the multitude, increases 
the dishonour of one that suffers. When death is speedily in
flicted, the sense of shame is presently passed; but to be ex
posed to public view for many hours, as a malefactor, whilst the 
beholders detest the crime, and abhor the punishment, is a 
heavy aggravation of it. Beheading, which is suddenly dispatch
ed by a sword or military instrument, and therefore more ho
nourable, was a privilege: but to hang on the cross, was the 
most conspicuous mark of the public justice and displeasure : a 
special infamy was concomitant with it. Among the Jews, 
hanging on a tree was branded with the curse: therefore God 
commanded that the " bodies of those that were hanged on a 
tree should be taken down in the evening, that the land might 
not be defiled with a curse." Deut, 21, 23, And the judgment 
of other nations was answerable : * for it was only inflicted on 
the most infamous offenders, as fugitives, slaves, thieves, and 
traitors, such whom the lowness of their quality, or the height 

» Pone crncem servo. Juven. Sat. 6, 
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of their crimes rendered unworthy of any respect. Hence it Is, 
that Cicero * to aggravate the cruelty of Verres in crucifying a 
Roman citizen, calls it a ' nameless wickedness.' No eloquence 
could express the indignity. 

2. The pain of that death was extreme. The hands and 
feet, those parts wherein the complexion of the nerves meet, 
and are of an exquisite sense, were nailed. Crucified persons 
suffered a slow death, hut (juick torments : they felt themselves 
die. Therefore in pity the soldiers broke their legs, to put a 
period to their misery. And to complete their punishment, they 
were judged unworthy to enjoy the privilege of the grave, repose 
in the bosom of the earth our common mother, the last conso
lation of the deadj but were exposed as a prey to birds and beasts. 

Now the Son of God endured no gentler nor nobler death than 
that of the cross. His pure and gracious hands, which were 
never stretched out but to do good, were pierced; and those feet 
which bore the Redeemer of the world, and for which the waters 
had a reverence, were nailed. His body, the precious work
manship of the Holy Ghost, the temple of the Deity, was des
troyed. He that is the glory of heaven, was made the scorn of 
the earth: the King of kings was crucified between two thieves 
in Jerusalem, at their sacred feast, in the face of the world. 
His naked body was exposed on the cross for three hours, only 
covered with a veil of darkness. This was such a stupendous 
submission of the Son of God, that his death astonished the 
universe in another manner, than his birth and life, his resur
rection and ascension. Universal nature relented at his last suf
ferings. The sun was struck with horror, and withdrew its light; 
it did. not appear crowned with beams, when the Creator was 
with thorns. The earth trembled, and the rocks rent; the most 
insensible creatures sympathized with him ; and it is in this we 
have the most visible instance of divine love to us. 

The scriptures distinctly represent the love of God in giving his 
Son, and the love of Christ in giving himself to die for man, and 
both require our deepest consideration. 

The Father expressed such an excess of love, that our Saviour 

• Liberi homines aut cives Roraani hoc supplicio atfici non poterant, nisi 
servi poeoiE tieiil. Facinus est vincire Romanum civem, scelus est verbera-
re, proue pan icidum necare, quid dicam in crucem tollerc ? Verbo quidem 
satis di^no lam aefaria res appellari nullo modo potest. 
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himself speaks of it with admiration : " God so loved the world, 
that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believes on 
him should not perish, but have everlasting life." John 3. 16. 
If Abraham's resolution to offer his Son, was in the judgment of 
God a convincing evidence of his affection. Gen. 22. 12. how 
much more is the actual sacrificing of Christ the strongest proof 
of God's love to us ? For God had a higher title to Isaac than 
Abraham had: the Father of spirits hath a nearer claim, than 
the fathers of flesh. Abraham's readiness to offer up his son 
was obedience to a command, not his own choice; it was rather 
an act of justice than love, by which he rendered to God what 
was his own. But God " spared not his own Son" in whom he 
had an eternal right: and he was not only free from obligation, 
but not sued to for our salvation in that vionderfiil way. For 
what human or angelical understanding could have conceived 
such a thought, that the Son of God should die for our redemp
tion? The most charitable spirits in heaven had not a glim
mering inclination towards this admirable way of saving us. It 
had been an impious blasphemy to have desired it; so that Christ 
is the most absolute gift of God to us. Besides, the love of 
Abraham is to be measured by the reasons that might excite it; 
for according to the amiableness of the object, so much greater 
is the love that gives it. Many endearing circumstances made 
Isaac the joy of his father: he was an only son, miraculously ob
tained, after many prayers and long expectation of his parents, 
when natural vigour was spent, and all hopes dead of having a 
surviving heir; he was in the spring of his youth, and the root 
of all the promises, that in him a progeny as numerous as the 
stars, and that the Messiah infinitely more worthy than all the 
rest should come ; yet at the best he was an imperfect mortal 
creature, so that but a moderate affection was regularly due to 
him. Whereas our Redeemer was not a mere man, or an angel, 
but God's only begotten Son, which title signifies his unity with 
him in his state and perfections ; and according to the excellency 
of his nature, such is his Father's love to him. St. John repre
sents to us that " God is love;" not charitable, and loving, that 
is too weak an expression, but love itself. The divine nature is 
infinite essential love, in which other perfections are included. 
And he produces the strongest and most convincing testimony of 
it, John 4. 9. " In this was manifest the love of God to us, be-

U 3 
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cause that God sent his only begotten Son into the world, that 
we might live through him." The love of God in all temporal 
blessings, is but faint in the comparison with the love that is ex
pressed in our Redeemer. As much as the Creator exceeds the 
creature, the gift of Christ is above the gift of the whole world. 
" Herein is love," saith the apostle, that is the clearest and high
est expression of it that can be, " God sent his Son to be a pro
pitiation for our sins." The wisdom and power of God did not 
act to the utmost of their efficacy in the creation, he could frame 
a more glorious world ; but the love of God in our strange sal
vation by Christ, cannot in a higher degree be expressed. As 
the apostle, to set forth how sacred and inviolable God's promise 
is, saith, Heb. 6. 17. that " because he could swear by no 
greater, he sware by himself;" so when he would give the most 
excellent testimony of his favour to mankind, he gave his eternal 
Son, the heir of his love and blessedness. The giving of heaven 
itself, with all its joys and glory, is not so perfect and full a 
demonstration of the love of God, as the giving of his Son to 
die for us. 

It is an endearing circumstance of this love, that it warmed 
the heart of God from eternity, and was never interrupted in 
that vast duration. Great benefits that come from a sudden 
flush of affection, are not so highly estimable, as when dispensed 
with judgment and counsel: because they do not argue in the 
giver such a true valuation, and fixed love of the person that re
ceives them. The spring-tide may be followed by as low an ebb; 
the benefactor may repent of his favours as spent in vain : but 
our salvation by Christ is the product of God's eternal thoughts, 
the fruit of love that ever remains. " He was delivered by the 
determinate counsel, and foreknowledge of God," to suffer for us. 
Acts 2. 23. Before the world began, we were before the eyes, 
nay in the heart of God. And yet the continuance of this love 
through infinite ages passed, is less than the degree of it. 

According to the rale of common esteem, a greater love was 
expressed to wretched man, than to Christ himself: for we ex
pend things less valuable for those that are more precious; so 
that God in giving him to die for us, declared that our salvation 
was more dear to him than the life of his only Son. When no 
meaner ransom than the blood royal of heaven could purchase 
our redemption, God delighted in the expence of that sacred 
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treasure for us. " It pleased the Lord to bruise him." Isa. 53. 
Though the death of Christ absolutely considered was the high
est provocation of God's displeasure, and brought the greatest 
guilt upon the Jews, for which " wrath came upon them to the 
uttermost;" yet in respect of the end, namely the salvation of 
men, it was the most grateftd offering to him, " a sacrifice of a 
sweet smelling savour." Ephes. 5. 2. God repented that he 
made man, but never that he redeemed him. 

And as the love of the Father, so the love of Christ appears 
in a superlative manner in dying for us. " Greater love hath 
no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friend." 
John 15. 8. There is no kind of love that exceeds the affection 
which is expressed in dying for another: but there are divers 
degrees of it: and the highest is to die for our enemies. The 
apostle saith, Rom. 5.7. " perhaps for a good man some would 
dare to die." It is possible, gratitude may prevail upon one 
who is under strong obligations, to die for his benefactor. Or 
some may from a generous principle be willing with the loss of 
their lives to preserve one, who is a general and public good. 
But this is a rare, and almost incredible thing. It is recorded 
as a miraculous instance of the power of love, that the two Sici
lian philosophers, Damon and Pithias, each had courage to die 
for his friend. For one of them being condemned to die by the 
tyrant, and desiring to give the last farewel to his family, his 
friend entered into prison as his surety to die for him, if he did 
not return at the appointed time. And he came to the amaze
ment of all, that expected the issue of such a hazardous caution. 
Yet in this example, there seems to be in the second, such a 
confidence of the fidelity of the first, that he was assured he 
should not die in being a pledge for him : and in the first it was 
not mere friendship, or sense of the obligation, but the regard 
•of his own honour that made him rescue his friend from death. 
And if love were the sole motive, yet the highest expression of it 
was to part with a short life, which in a little time must have 
been resigned by the order of nature. But the love of our Sa
viour was so pure and great, there can be no resemblance, much 
less any parallel of it. For he was perfectly holy, and so the 
privilege of immortality was due to him, and his life was infi
nitely more precious than the lives of angels and meU, yet he 
laid it down, and submitted to a cursed death, and to that which 
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was infinitely more bitter, the wrath of God. And all this for 
sinfiil men, who were under the just and heavy displeasure of the 
Almighty. " He loved us, and gave himself for us." Gal. 2. 20. 
If he had only interposed as an advocate to speak for us, or only 
had acted for our recovery, his love had been admirable; but he 
suffered for us. He is not only our Mediator, but Redeemer; 
not only Redeemer, but ransom. * 

It was excellent goodness in David, when he saw the destruc
tion of his people, to offer himself and family as a sacrifice to 
avert the wrath of God from them. But his pride was the cause 
of the judgment, whereas our Redeemer was perfectly innocent, 
2 Sam. 24. 17. David interceded for his subjects, Christ for 
his enemies. He received the arrows of the Almighty into his 
breast to shelter us. " He bore our griefs, and cairied our sor
rows ; he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for 
our iniquities; the chastisement of our peace was upon him, and 
with his stripes we are healed." Isa. 53. 4. 5. Among the Ro
mans the despotic power was so terrible, that if a slave had at
tempted upon the life of his master, all the rest had been cruci
fied with the guilty person. But our gracious master died for his 
slaves who had conspired against him. He shed his blood for 
those who spilt his. 

And the readiness of our Lord to save us, though by the 
sharpest sufferings, magnifies his love. When the richest sacri
fices under the law were insufficient to take away sin, and no 
lower price than the blood of God could obtain our pardon, upon 
his entering into the world to execute that wonderful commission 
which cost him his life, with what ardour of affection did he 
undertake it! " Lo I come to do thy will, O God." Heb. 10. 
5, 6, 7. When Peter from carnal affection looking with a more 
tender eye on his master's life than our redemption, deprecated 
his sufferings, " master spare thyself;" he who was incarnate 
goodness, and never quenched the smoking flax, expresses the 
same indignation against him, " get thee behind me, satan," as 
he did formerly against the devil tempting to worship him. He 
esteemed him the worst adversary that would divert him from his 
sufferings: he longed for the " baptism of his blood." And 

• Qui me tantum & semel dicendo fecit, in reficiendo & dixit multa, & 
geesit Hiira, & pertulit iudigna, Bern. 
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when death was hi his view, with all the circumstances of terror, 
and the supreme Judge stood before him ready to inflict the just 
punishment of sin; though the apprehension of it was so dread
ful that he could scarce live under it, yet he resolved to accom
plish his work. Our salvation was amiable to him in his agony. 
This is specially observed by the Evangelist, John 13. 1. " that 
Jesus having loved his own, he loved them to the end." Wlien 
the soldiers came to seize upon him, though by one word he 
could have commanded legions of angels for his rescue, yet he 
yielded up himself to their cruelty. It was not any defect of 
power, but the strength of his love that made him to suffer. He 
was willing to be crucified, that we might be glorified: our re
demption was sweeter to him, than death was bitter, by which 
it was to be obtained. It was excellently said by Pherecides, * 
that God transformed himself into love when he made the world: 
but with greater reason it is said by the apostle, " God is love," 
when he redeemed it. It was love that by a miraculous conde
scension took our nature, accomplishing the desire of the mysti
cal spouse, " let him kiss me with the kisses of his mouth:" it 
was love that stooped to the form of a servant, and led a poor 
despised life here below; it was love that endured a death, nei
ther easy nor honourable, but most unworthy of the glory of the 
divine, and the innocency of the human nature. Love chose to 
die on the cross, that we might live in heaven, rather than to en
joy that blessedness, and leave mankind in misery. 

* Eis *Ef!o)T« jtA£Ta&A)]"3aj TO'V Aia fueXKovia l-njjAspysiv. phc-
recyd. apud Prod. 
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CHAP. X. 
Divine mercy is magnified in tlie excellency of the state to which man is ad

vanced. He is enriched with higher prerogatives, under a better covenant, 
entitled to a more glorious reward than Adam at first enjoyed. The hu
man nature is personally united to the Son of God. Believers are spiri
tually united to Christ. The gospel is a better covenant than that of tbe 
law. I t admits of repentance and reconciliation after sin. I t accepts of 
sincerity instead of perfection. I t affords supernatural assistance to belie
vers, whereby they shall be victorious over all opposition in their way to 
heaven. The difference between the grace of tbe Creator and that of the 
Redeemer, The stability of the New-Covenant is built on the love of God 
whicb is unchangeable, and the operations of his spirit that are effectual. 
The mutability and weakness of the human wil l , and the strength of temp
tations shall not frustrate the merciful design of God in regard of his elect. 
The glorious reward of the gospel exceerib the primitive felicity of Adam, 
in the place of it, the highest heaven. Adam's life was attended with in
nocent infirmities, from which the glorified life is eniirely exempt. The 
felicity of heaven exceeds the first, in the manner, degrees, and continu
ance of the fruition. 

THE third consideration, which makes the love of God so ad
mirable to lapsed man, is, the excellency of that state to which 
he is advanced by the Redeemer. To be only exempted from 
death is a great favour: the grace of a prince is eminent in re
leasing a condemned person from the punishment of the law. 
This is sufficient for the mercy of man, but not for the love of 
God: he pardons and prefers the guilty; he rescues us from hell, 
and raises us to glory; he bestows eternity upon those who were 
unworthy of life. The excellency of our condition under the gos
pel will be set off, by comparing it with that of innocent man in 
paradise. It is true, he was then in a state of holiness and ho
nour, and in perfect possession of that blessedness which was suit
able to his nature; yet in many respects our last state transcends 
our first, and redeeming love exceeds creating. 

If man had been only restored to his forfeited rights, to the 
enjoyment of the same happiness which was lost, his first state 
were most desirable; and it had been greater goodness to have 
preserved him innocent, than to recover him from ruin. As he 
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that preserves his friend from falling into the hands of the ene
my, by interposing between him and danger, in the midst of the 
combat, delivers him in a more noble manner, than by paying a 
ransom for. him after many days spent in wofiil captivity. And 
that physician is more excellent in his art, who prevents dis
eases, and keeps the body in health and vigour, than another that 
expels them by sharp remedies. But the grace of the gospel hath 
so much mended our condition, that if it were offered to our 
choice, either to enjoy the innocent state of Adam, or the re
newed by Christ, it were folly like that of our first parents, to 
prefer the former before the latter. The jubilee of the law re
stored to the same inheritance; but the jubilee of the gospel gives 
us the investiture of that which is transcendently better than what 
we at first possessed. Since " the day-spring from on high hath 
visited us in tender mercy," we are enriched with higher prero
gatives, and are under a better covenant, and entitled to a more 
glorious reward, than was due to man by the law of his creation. 

First, the human nature is raised to a higher degree of honour, 
than if man had continued in his innocent state. 

1. By its intimate union with the Son of God. He assumed 
it as the fit instrument of our redemption, and preferred it before 
the angelical, which surpassed man's in his primitive state. 
" The fulness of the Godhead dwells in our Redeemer bodily." 
Col. 2.9. From hence it is, that the angels descended to pay 
him homage at his birth, and attended his majesty in his disguise. 
The Son of man hath those titles which are above the dignity of 
any mere creature; he is king of the church, and judge of the 
world; he exercises divine power, and receives divine praise. 
Briefly, the human nature in our Redeemer is an associate with 
the divine; and being made a little lower than the angels for a 
time, is now " advanced far above all principahties and powers." 
Ephes. 1. 21. 

2. In all those who are partakers of grace and glory by the 
Lord Jesus, Adam was the Son of God by creation, but to be 
joined to Christ as our head by a union so intimate, that " he 
lives in us," and counts himself incomplete without us, and by 
that union to be adopted into the line of heaven, and thereby to 
have an interest in the " exceeding great and precious promises" 
of the gospel; to be " constituted heirs of God, and co-heii-s with 
Christ," are such discoveries of the dignity of our supernatural 
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state, that the lowest believer is advanced above Adam in all his 
honour. Nay, the angels, though superior to man in the excel
lency of their nature, yet are accidentally lower by the honour of 
our alliance : their king is our brother. And this relative dignity 
which seems to eclipse their glory, might excite their envy: but 
such an ingenuous goodness dwells in those pure and blessed spi
rits, that they rejoice in our restoration and advancement. 

To this I shall add, that as the Son of God hath a special re
lation to man, so the most tender affections for him. To illus
trate this by a sensible instance: angels and men are two differ
ent nations in language and customs, but under the same em
pire : and if a prince that commands two nations should employ 
one for the safety and prosperity of the other, it were an argu
ment of special favour. Now the angels are " sent forth to mi
nister for them who are heirs of salvation." Heb, 1. 14. Be
sides, in two other things the peculiar affection of the prince 
would be most evident to the nation. 

(1.) If he put on their habit, and attire himself according to 
their fashion. 

(2.) If he fixed his residence among them. Now the Son of 
God was clothed with our flesh, and "found in fashion as a 
man," and for ever appears in it in heaven; and will at the last 
day invest our bodies with glory like to his own. He now dwells 
in us by his spirit, and when our warfare is accomplished, he 
shall in a special manner be present with us in the eternal man
sions. As God incarnate he conversed with men on earth, and 
as such he will converse with them in heaven. There he reigns 
as " the first-born in the midst of many brethren." Now all 
these prerogatives are the fruits of our redemption. 

And how great is that mercy which hath raised mankind more 
glorious out of its ruins! The apostle breaks out witha heavenly 
astonishment, I John 3. I . " Behold, what manner of love the 
father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons 
of God!" that we who are strangers and enemies, " children 
of wrath by nature," should be dignified with the honourable 
and amiable title of his sons! It was a rare and most merciful 
condescension in Pharaoh's daughter, to rescue an innocent and 
forsaken infant from perishing by the waters, and adopt him to 
be her son : but how much greater kindness was it for God to 
save guilty and wtetched man from eternal flames, and to take 
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him into his family? The ambition of the prodigal rose no 
higher than to be a servant; what an inestimable favour is it to 
make us children! When God would express the most dear and 
peculiar affection to Solomon, he saith, 2 Sam. 7. 14. " I will 
be his father, and he shall be my s o n t h i s was the highest ho
nour he could promise; and all believers are dignified with it. It 
is the same relation that Christ hath: when he was going to hea
ven, he comforted his disciples with these words, " I ascend to 
my Father and your Father, to my God and your God." There 
is indeed a diversity in the foundation of it: Christ is a Son by 
nature, we are by mere favour; he is by generation, we are by 
adoption. Briefly, " JesUs Christ hath made us kings and priests 
unto God, and his Father:" these are the highest offices upon 
earth, and were attended with the most conspicuous honour; and 
the holy spirit chose those bright images, to convey a clearer no
tice of the glory to which our Redeemer hath raised us. Not 
only all the crowns and sceptres in the perishing world are infi
nitely beneath this dignity, but the honour of our innocent state 
was not equal to it. 

Secondly, The gospel is a better covenant than that which was 
established with man in his creation : and the excellency of it will 
appear, by considering, 

1. It is more beneficial, in that it admits repentance and re
conciliation after sin, and accepts of sincerity instead of perfec
tion. The apostle magnifies the office of Christ. Heb. 8. 6. 
" By how much he is a Mediator of a better covenant, which 
was established upon better promises. The comparison there, 
is, between the ministry of the gospel, and the Mosaical econo
my. And the excellency of the gospel is specified, in respect of 
those infinitely better promises that are in it. The ceremonial 
law appointed sacrifices for sins of ignorance and error, and to 
obtain legal impunity; but the gospel upon the account of 
Christ's " all sufficient" sacrifice, offers full pardon for all sins 
that are repented of and forsaken. Now with greater reason the 
covenant of grace is to be preferred before the covenant of works. 
For the law considered man as holy, and endued with perfec
tion of grace equal to whatsoever was commanded: it was the 
measure of his ability as well as duty, and required exact obedi
ence, or threatened extreme misery. The least breach of it is 
fatal: a single offence as certainly exposes to the curse, as if the 
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whole were violated. And in our lapsed state we are utterly dis
abled to comply with its purity and perfection. But the gospel 
contains the promises of mercy, and is in the " hands of a Me
diator. The tenour of it is, " That repentance and remission of 
sins be preached in the name of Christ," Acts 2. 38. " And if 
we judge ourselves, we shall not be judged." 1 Cor. 11.31. It 
is not if we are innocent, for then none can he exempt from con
demnation : but if the convinced sinner erect a tribunal in con
science, and strip sin of its disguise, to view its native deformity; 
if he pronounce the sentence of the law against himself, and 
glorify the justice of God which he cannot satisfy, and forsake 
the sins which are the causes of his sorrow, he is qualified for 
pardoning mercy. 

Besides, the gospel doth not only apply pardon to us for all 
forsaken sins, but provides a remedy for those infirmities to which 
the best are incident. Whilst we are in this mortal state, we 
are exposed to temptations from without, and have corruptions 
within that often betray us : now to support our drooping spirits, 
our Redeemer sits in heaven to plead for us, and perpetually re-
nevfs the pardon that was once purchased, to every contrite spi
rit, for those unavoidable frailties which cleave to us here. The 
promise of grace is not made void by the sudden surprises of pas
sions. " If any man sin, we have an Advocate with the Father, 
Jesus Christ the righteous." 1 John 2, 1, The rigour of the 
law is mollified by his mediation with the Father : a title of love 
and tenderness, God deals not with the severity of a judge, but 
" he spares us as a man spares his own son that serves him." 
Malachi 3. 

And as he pardons us upon our repentance, so he accepts our 
hearty, though mean services. Now the legal, that is, unsinning 
and complete obedience cannot be performed; the evangelical, 
that is, the sincere, though imperfect, is graciously received. 
God doth not require the duties of a man by the measure of an 
angel. Unfeigned endeavours to please him, unreserved respects 
to all his commands, single and holy aims at his glory are re
warded. Briefly, although the law is continued as a nile of li
ving, yet not as the covenant of life. And what an admirable 
exaltation of mercy is there in this new treaty of God with sin
ners ? It is tme, the first covenant was " holy, just and good," 
but it made no abatements of favour, and " it is now weak 
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through the flesh," Rom. 8. 3. that is, the carnal corrupt nature 
is so strong and impetuous, that the restraints of the law are in-
eflectual to stop its desires, and therefore cannot bring man to 
that life that is promised, by the performance of the condition re
quired. But the gospel provides an indulgence for relenting and 
returning sinners. This is the language of God in that cove
nant, " I will be merciful to- their unrighteousness, and their sins 
and their iniquities will 1 remember no more." Heb. 8. 12. 

2. The excellency of the evangelical covenant above the legal, 
is, in that supernatural assistance which is conveyed by it to be
lievers, whereby they shall certainly be victorious over all opposi
tion in their way to heaven. It is true, Adam was endued with 
perfect holiness and freedom, but he might entangle himself in 
the snares of sin and death. The grace of the Creator given to 
him was always present, but it depended on the natural use of his 
faculties, without the interposing any extraordinary operation of 
God's spirit. The principle of holiness was in himself, and it was 
subjected to his will: he had a power to obey if he would, but 
not that actually detennined his will, for then he had persevered. 
But the grace of the Redeemer that flows from Christ as our 
quickening head, and is conveyed to all his members, inclines the 
will so powerfully that it is made subject to it. " God works in 
us to will and to do of his good pleasure." Phil. 2. 13. The 
use of our faculties, and the exercise of grace, depend on the good 
pleasure of God, who is unchangeable, and the operations of the 
spirit which are prevailing and effectual. And upon these two 
the stability of the new covenant is founded. 

1st. On the love of God, who is as unchangeable in his will, 
as in his nature. This love is the cause of election, from whence 
there can be no separation. This gives Christ to believers, and 
believers to him; " thine they were," saith our Saviour, " and 
thou gavest them me," John 17. 6. which words signify not the 
common title God hath to all by creation : for men thus univer
sally considered, compose the world; and our Saviour distin
guishes those that are " given him from the world," John 16. 
17. but that special right God hath in them by election. And 
all those are given by the Father to Christ in their effectual 
calling, (which is expressed by his " drawing them to the Son") 
and are committed to his care, to lead them through a course of 
obedience to glory. For them Christ absolutely prays as Medi-
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ator, " Father, I will that those whom thou hast given me, be 
with me where I am, and see my glory." John 17. And he is 
always heard in his requests. 

It is from hence that the apostle challenges all creatures in 
heaven and earth, with that fiill and strong persuasion, that no
thing could separate between believers and their happiness, Rom. 
8. 38. " For I am persuaded, that neither death nor life, nor 
angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor 
things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature 
shall be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus 
our Lord." His assurance is not built on the special preroga
tives he had as an apostle, not on his rapture to paradise, nor re
velations, nor the apparition of angels, for of these he makes no 
mention; but on that which is common to all believers, the love 
of God declared in the word, " and shed abroad in their hearts." 
And it is observable that the apostle having spoken in his own 
person, changes the number, " I am persuaded that nothing 
shall separate us," to associate with himself in the partaking of 
that blessed privilege, all true believers, who have an interest in 
the same love of God, the same promises of salvation, and had 
felt the sanctifying work of the Spirit, the certain proof of their 
election. For how is it possible that God should retract his 
merciful purpose to save his people ? He that chose them from 
eternity before they could know him, and from pure love (there 
being nothing in the creature to induce him) gave his Son to 
suffer death for them, will he stop there, without bestowing that 
giace which may render it effectual ? What can change his af
fection ? He that prevented them in his mercy, when they were 
in their pollutions, will he leave them after his image is engraven 
upon them ? He that loved them so as to unite them to Christ 
when they were strangers, will he hate them when they are his 
members ? No: his lovingkindness is everlasting, and the cove 
nant that is built on it, is more firm than the pillars of heaven, 
and the foundations of the earth. This supported David in his 
dying hours, 2 Sam. 23. 5. that " God had made with him an 
everlasting covenant, ordered in all things and sure, for that wa« 
all his salvation." 

2dly. The new covenant is secured by the efficacy of di
vine and supernatural grace. " This is the covenant that I will 
make with the house of Israel, saith the Lord, I will put my 
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laws into their minds, and write them in their hearts, and I will 
be to them a God, and they shall be to me a people." Heb. 8. 
10. The elect are enabled to perform the conditions of the gos
pel, to which eternal life is promised. Our " Redeemer blesses 
us in turning us from our iniquities." Acts 3, 26. And although 
the instability of the human spirit, by reason of remaining cor
ruptions, and those various temptations to which we are liable, 
may excite our fear lest we should fall short of " the high prize 
of our calling," yet the grace of the gospel secures true belieVerS 
against both. 

1st. Whilst we are in the present state, our corruptions are 
not perfectly healed, but there are some remains, which like a 
gangrene threaten to seize on the vital parts, wherein the spiri
tual life is seated. But the divine nature which is conveyed to 
all that are spiritually descended from Christ, is active and pow
erfiil to resist all carnal desires, and will prevail in the end. 
For if sin in its full vigour could not control the efficacy of con
verting grace, how can the relics of it, after grace hath taken 
possession, be strong enough to spoil it of its conquest? There 
is a greater distance from death to life, than from life to action. 
That omnipotent grace that visited us in the grave, and restored 
life to the dead, can much more perpetuate it in the living. That 
which was so powerful as to pluck the heart of stone out of the 
breast, can preserve the heart of flesh. 

It is true, the grace that is given to believers, in its ovm na
ture is a perishing quality, as that which was bestowed on Adam. 
Not only the slight superficial tincture in hypocrites will wear 
off, but that deep impression of sanctifying grace in tiue belie
vers, if it be not renewed, would soon be defaced. But God hath 
promised to put his Spirit into their hearts, " and to cause them 
to walk in his statutes, and they shall keep his commandments." 
Ezek. 36. 26. He is a living, reigning principle in them, to 
which all their faculties are subordinate. The Spirit iiifiised 
grace at first, and enlivens it daily; he confirms their faith, in
flames their love, encourages their obedience, and refreshes in 
their minds the ideas of that glory which is invisible and future. 
In short, his influence cherishes the blessed beginnings of tlie 
spiritual life. So that sincere grace, though weak in its degree, 
yet it is in a state of progress till it come to perfection. The 
waters of the Spirit have a cleansing virtue tipoii believer̂ , till 

X 
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every spot be taken away, and their purified souls ascend to 
heaven. 

2dly. The grace of the Spirit shall make trae christians finally 
victorious over temptations to which they may be exposed. And 
those are various: some are pleasant and insinuating, others are 
sharp and fiirious, and are managed by the devil our subtile and 
industrious enemy, to undermine, or by open battery to over
throw us. And how difficult is it for the soul, whilst united to 
flesh, to resist the charms of what is amiable, or to endure the 
assaults of what is terrible to sense ? But the renewed christian 
hath no reason to be affrighted with disquieting fears, that any 
sinfiil temptation may come, which, notwithstanding his watch-
fiilness, may overcome him irrecoverably. For, 

(1.) Temptations are external, and have no power over our 
spirits but what we give them. A voluntary resistance secures 
the victory to us. And the apostle tells us, 1 John 4. 4. "great
er is he that is in believers, than he that is in the world." God 
is stronger, not only in himself, but as working in us, by the 
vigorous assistance of his grace to confirm us, than the devil as
sisted with all the delights and terrors of the world ; and taking 
advantage of that remaining concupiscence which is not entirely 
extinguished, is, to corrupt and destroy us. 

(2.) All temptations in their degrees and continuance, are 
ordered by God's providence. He is the president of the com
bat : none enter into the lists but by his call: in all ages the 
promise shall be verified, " God will not suffer his people to be 
tempted above what they are able." 1 Cor. 10. 13. " They 
shall come off more than conquerors, through Christ that loved 
them." Rom. S. 37. And as St. Austin observes; * more pow
erful grace is necessary to fortify christians, in the midst of all 
opposition, than Adam at first received. This is visible in the 
glorious issue of the martyrs, " who loved not their lives unto 
the death:" for Adam, when no person threatened him, nay 
against the prohibition of God, abusing his liberty, did not abide 
in his happiness, when it was most easy for him to avoid sin. 
But the martyrs remained firm in the faith, not only under ter-

• Major quippe l ibertas est necessaria, adversns tot, & tantas tentationes, 
qnffi in paradiso non fuit dono perseverantite munita, a c firmata, ut cum 
omnibus terroribus & erroribus suis, v iucatur muudus. 
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rors, but torments. Aud which is more admirable, in that 
Adam saw the happiness present, v.'hich he should forfeit by his 
disobedience, and the martyrs believed only the future glory they 
Were to receive. This proceeded only from God who was so 
mcrcifu!, as to make them faithful. Briefly, unless there were a 
power al)ove the divine, the elect are secured from final apos
tasy. Our Saviour tells us, that his Father " is greater than all, 
and none is able to pluck them out of his hand." His invarir 
able will and almighty power prevents their perishing. Indeed 
if it were only by the strength of natural reason, or courage, that 
we are to overcome temptations, some might be so violent as to 
make the strongest to faint and fall away: but if the divine 
power be the principle that supports us, it will make the weakest 
victorious. For the grace of God makes us strong, and is not 
made weak by us. 

From hence we may fully discover the advantage we have by 
the gospel, above the terms of the natural covenant. Restoring 
mercy hath bettered our condition: we have lost the integrity of 
the first, and got the perfection of the second Adam : our salva
tion is put into a stronger and safer hand. " I give," saith our 
Redeemer, John 10. " unto my sheep eternal life, and they shall 
never perish, neither shall any pluck them out of my hand." 
That is an inviolable sanctuary, from whence no believer can be 
taken. Christ is our friend, not only to the altar, but now in 
the throne: our reconciliation is " ascribed to his death," our 
conser%'ation " to his life," Rom. 5. 10. He that was created 
in a state of nature could sin and die, but " he that is born of 
God cannot sin unto death." I John 3. 9. The new birth is 
unto eternal life. In short, as the mercy of God is glorified in 
the whole work of our salvation, so especiaily in the first and last 
grace it confers upon us. In vocation that prevents us, and per
severance that crowns us: according to the double change made 
in our state, translating us from darkness to light, and from the 
imperfect light of grace, to the full light of glory. 

I have more particularly discoursed of this advantage by the 
new covenant, in regard that the glory of God, and the comfort 
of true christians is so much concerned in it. For if grace and 
freewill are put in joint commission, so that the efficacy of it 
depends on the mutability of the will, which may receive or re
ject it; the consequence is visible, that (which is impious to sup-
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posê  the Son of God might have died in vain. For that which 
is not effectual without a contingent condition, must needs be as 
uncertain as the condition on which it depends. So that al
though the wisdom of God so admirably formed the design of 
our salvation, and there is such a connexion in his counsels, yet 
all may be defeated by the mutability of man's desires. And 
the most sincere christians would be always terrified with per
plexing jealousies; that notwithstanding their most serious re
solutions to continue in their duty, yet one day they may perish 
by their apostasy. But the gospel assures us, that God will 
not reverse his own eternal decrees, Isa. 53. 11. And that the 
" Redeemer shall see the travail of his soul, and be satisfied: 
and that believers are kept by the power of God through faith 
unto salvation." 

3. There is an excellent manifestation of divine love, in the 
glorious reward that is promised to believers, which far ex
ceeds the primitive felicity of man. Adam was under the co
venant of nature, that promised a reward suitable to his obe
dience and state. The manner of declaring that covenant was 
natural. 

(1.) External, by the discovery of God's attributes in his 
works, from which it was easy for man to collect his duty and 
liis reward. 

(2) Internal, bv his natural faculties. By the light of reason 
he understood that so long as he continued in his original inno
cence, the Creator who from pare goodness gave him his being, 
and all the happiness which was concomitant with it, would 
certainly preserve him in the perpetual enjoyment of it. But 
there was no promise of heaven annexed to that covenant, with
out which Adam could attain no knowledge, nor conceive any 
hopes of it. If there had been a necessary connexion between 
his perfect obedience, and the life of glory, it would have been 
revealed to him, to allure his will: for there can be no desire of 
an unknown good. And whereas in the covenant God princi
pally and primarily regards the promise, and but secondarily the 
threatening; the exercise of goodness being more pleasing to 
him than of revenging justice; it is said, that God expressly 
threatened death, but he made no promise of heaven: by which 
it is evident it did not belong to that covenant. For it was easier 
for man to understand the quality of the punishment that at-
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tended sin, than to conceive of celestial happiness, of which he 
was incapable in his animal state. 

It is true, God might have bestowed heaven as an absolute 
gift upon man, after a course of obedience ,• but it was not due 
by the condition of the first covenant. A natural work can give 
no title to a supernatural reward. Man's perseverance in his 
duty, according to the original treaty, had been attended with 
immortal happiness upon the earth ; but the " blessed hope," 
Tit. 2. 13. is only promised in the gospel, and unspeakably tian-
scends the felicity of nature in its consummate state. 

This reward is answerable to the invaluable treasure which was 
laid down for it. The blood of the Sou of God, as it is a ran
som to redeem us from misery, so it is a price to purchase glory 
for believers. 1 Tim. 2. 6. It is called the " blood of the New 
Testament," Mat. 26. 28. because it conveys a title to the hea
venly inheritance. Our impunity is the effect of his satisfaction, 
our positive happuiess of his redundant merit. God was so well 
pleased with his perfect obedience, which infinitely surpasses 
that of any mere creature, that he promised to confer upon those 
who believe in him, all the glorious qualities becoming the sons 
of God, and to make them associates with him in his eternal 
kingdom. The complete happiness of the redeemed, is the Re
deemer's recompence, in which he is fully satisfied for all his 
sufferings. Now the transcendent excellency of this above the 
first state of man, will more distinctly appear, by considering. 

First. The place where it is enjoyed, and that is the heaven 
of heavens. Adam was put into the terrestrial paradise, a place 
suitable to his natural being, and abounding with all pleasing 
objects ; but they were such as creatures of a lower kind enjoyed 
with hiin. But heaven is the element of angels, their native 
seat, who are the most noble part of the creation. It is the 
true palace of God, entirely separated from the impurities and 
imperfections, the alterations and changes of the lower world; 
where he reigns in eternal peace. It is the temple of the divine 
majesty, where his excellent glory is revealed in the most con
spicuous manner. " It is the habitation of his holiness, the 
place where his honour dwells." It is the sacred mansion of 
light, and joy, and gloiy. Paradise with all its pleasures was but 
a shadow of it. 

Secondly. The life of Adam was attended with innocent in-
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firmities. For the body being comjiosed of the same principles 
with other sensitive creatures, was in a perpetual flux, and liable 
to hunger, and thirst, and weariness, and was to be repaired by 
food and sleep. Adam was made a " living soul," 1 Cor. 15. 
45. therefore subject to those inclinations and necessities which 
are purely animal. And though whilst innocent, no disease 
could seize on him, yet he was capable of hurtfiil impressions. 
Immortality was not the essential property of man as compounded 
of soul and body, but conditional upon his obedience, and con
sequent to his eating the fruit of the tree of life. Gen. 3. 22. 
Therefore man, after his sin, was expelled from paradise, that 
he might not eat of it and live for ever. Cy which it appears 
that eternal life in that happy state was not from the tempera
ment of the body, but to be preserved by the divine power in the 
use of means. From hence it follows that Adam in his natural 
state was not capable of the vision of God. Heaven is too pure 
an air for him to have lived in. The glorj' of it is inconsistent 
with such a tempered body. " Flesh and blood cannot inherit 
the kingdom of heaven." 1 Cor. 15. 50. The faculties would 
be confounded with its overcoming brightness. Till the sensitive 
powers are refined, and exalted to that degree that they become 
spiritual, they cannot converse with glorified objects. Now the 
bodies of the saints shall be invested with celestial qualities. 
The natural shall be changed into a spiritual body, and be pre-
ser̂ 'ed as the angels by the sole virtue of the quickening spirit. 
The life above shall flourish in its fiill vigour, without any other 
support, than the divine power that first created it. As the body 
shall be spiritual, so traly immortal, and free from all corruptive 
change; as the sun, whicb for so many ages bath shined with an 
equal brightness to the world, and hath a durable fiilness of light 
in it. In this respect the " children of the resurrection," are 
equal to the angels, Luke 20. 36. who being pure spirits, do not 
marry to perpetuate their kind, for they never die. And the 
glorified body shall be clothed with a more divine beauty in the 
resurrection, than Adam had in the creation. The glory of the 
second temple shall excel that of the first. In short, the first 
"man was of the earth, earthy." 1 Cor. 15. 47. and could de
rive but an earthly condition to his descendants: but the Lord 
Christ is from heaven, and is the principle of an heavenly and 
glorious life to all that are united to him. 
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Thirdly. The felicity of heaven exceeds the first, in the 
manner and degrees of the fruition, and the continuance of it. 

The vision of God in heaven is immediate. Adam was a spec
tator of God's works, and his understanding being full of light, 
he, clearly discovered the divine attributes in their effects. The 
strokes of the Creator's hand are engraven in all the parts of the 
universe. The heavens, and earth, and all things in them, are 
evident testimonies of the excellency of their author. The " in
visible things of God from the creation of the world are clearly 
seen." Rom. 1. 20. And the knowledge that shined in his soul, 
produced a transcendent esteem of the Deity, in whom wisdom 
and power are united in their supreme degree, and a superlative 
love and delight in him for his goodness. Yet his sight of God 
was but " through a glass," an eclipsing medium. For inferior 
beings are so imperfect, that they can give but a weak resem
blance of his infinite perfections. But the sight of God in hea
ven, is called the " seeing of him as he is," 1 John 3. 2. and 
signifies the most clear and complete knowledge, which the 
rational soul when purified and raised to its most perfect state 
can receive, and outshines all the discoveries of God in the lower 
world. Adam had a visible copy of his invisible beauty, but the 
saints in heaven see the glorious original. He saw God in the 
reflection of the creature, but the saints are under the direct 
beams of glory, and " see him face to face." I Cor. 13. 12. 
All the attributes appear in their full and brightest lustre to them : 
wisdom, love, holiness, power, are manifested in their exaltation. 
And the glorified soul, to quahfy it for converse with God in this 
intimate manner, hath a more excellent constitution than was 
given to it in the creation. A new edge is put upon the facul
ties, whereby they are fitted for those objects which are peculiar 
to heaven. The intellectual eye is fortified for the immediate 
intuition of God. Adam in paradise was absent from the Lord, 
in comparison of the saints who encompass his throne, and are in 
the presence of his glory. 

Besides, it is the peculiar excellency of the heavenly life, that 
the saints every moment enjoy it without any allay, in the high
est degree of its perfection. The life of Adam was always in a 
circle of low and mean functions of the animal nature, which 
being common to him and beasts, the acts of it are not strictly 
human. But the spiritual hfe in heaven is entirely freed from 
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those servile necessities, and is spent in the eternal performance 
of the most noble actions of which the intelligent nature is capa
ble. The saints do always contemplate, admire, love, enjoy, and 
praise their everlasting benefactor. " God is to them all in all." 

In short, that which prefers the glory of heaven infinitely be
fore the first .state of man, is the continuance of it for ever: it 
is an unwithering and never fading glory. Adam was liable to 
temptations, and capable of change, he fell in the garden of 
Eden, and was sentenced to die. But heaven is the sanctuary of 
life and immortality; it is inaccessible to any evil. The serpent 
that corrupted paradise with its poison, cannot enter there. As 
there is no seed of corruption within, so no cause of it without. 
Our Redeemer offered himself by the eternal Spirit, and pur
chased an eternal inheritance for his people. Their felicity is 
full and perpetual, without increase, for in the first moment it is 
perfect and shall continue without declination. The day of 
judgment is called the " last day:" for days, and weeks, and 
months, and years, the revolutions which now measure time, shall 
then be swallowed up in an unchangeable eternity. " The saints 
shall be for ever with the Lord." 1 Thes. 4 . And in all these 
respects, the glory of the redeemed, as far exceeds the felicity of 
man in the creation, as heaven, the bright seat of it, is above 
the fading beauty of the terrestrial paradise. 
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CHAP. XI. 

Pra' lical inferences. Redreminj; love deserves our highest admiration, and 
humble ackno\vlrdp;ments. The illnslration of it by several considerations. 
God is infinitely amiable in himself, yet his love is transient to the crea
ture. It is admirable in creating and preserving man, more in redeeming 
him, and that by the death of his Son. The discovery of God's love in our 
redemption is the strongest persuasive to repentance. The law is ineO'cctnal 
to produce real repentance. The common benefits of providence are in-
suiHcient to cause failh and repentance in the guilty creature. The clear 
discovery of pardoning incrcy in the gospel can only remove our fears, and 
induce us to return to God. The transcendent love of God should kindle iu 
US a reciprocal love to him. His excellencies and ordinary bounty to man
kind cannot prevail upon us to love him. His love to us in Christ only 
conquers our hatred. Our love to him must be sincere and superlaiivu. 
The despising of saving mercy is the highest provocation. I t makes tbe 
condemnation of men most Just, certain, and heavy. 

I. THIS redeeming love deserves our highest admiration, and 
most humble acknowledgments. If we consider God aright, it 
may raise our wonder, that he is pleased to bestow kindness upon 
any created being. For in him is all that is excellent and amia
ble ; and it is essential to the Deity to have the perfect know
ledge of himscUl, and perfect love to himself. His love being 
proportioned to his excellencies, the act is infinite, as the object: 
and the perfections of the divine nature, being equal to his love, 
it is a just cause of admiration that it is not confined to fiimself̂  
but is transient and goes forth to the creature. When David 
looked up to the heavens, and saw the majesty of God written in 
characters of light, he admires that love which first " made man 
a little lower than the angels, and crowned him with glory and 
honour," Psal. 8. and that providential care which is mindful of 
him, and visits him every moment. Such an inconceivable dis
tance there is between God and man, that it is wonderful God 
will spend a thought upon us. " Lord, what is man that thou 
takest knowledge of him? or the Son of man that thou inakest 
account of him ? Man is like to vanity, his days are as a sha
dow that passeth away." Psal, 144. His being in this world 
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hath nothing firm, or solid; it is like a shadow, that depends 
upon a cause that is in perpetual motion, the light of the sun, 
and is always changing, till it vanishes in the darkness of the 
night. But if we consider man in the quality of a sinner, and 
what God hath wrought for his recovery, we are overcome with 
amazement. All temporal favours are but foils to this miracu
lous mercy, and unspeakably below the least instance of it: with
out it all the privileges we enjoy above inferior creatures in this 
life, will prove aggravations of our future misery. God saw us in 
our degenerate state, destroyed by ourselves; and yet, O good
ness, truly divine! he loved us so far, as to make the way for our 
recovery. High mountains were to be levelled, and great depths 
to be filled up, before we could arrive at blessedness : all this hath 
been done by mighty love. God laid the curse of the guilty upon 
the innocent, and exposed his beloved Son to the sword of his 
justice, to turn the blow from us. What astonishing goodness is 
it, that God who is the author and end of all things, should be
come the means of our salvation ? and by the lowest abasement ? 
What is so worthy of admiration as that the eternal should be
come mortal, that being in the form of God, he should take on 
him the form of a servant ? that the judge of the world should be 
condemned by the guilty ? that he should leave his throne in 
heaven to be nailed to the cross ? that the prince of life should 
taste of death ? These are the great wonders which the Lord of 
love hath performed, and all for sinful, miserable and unworthy 
man, who deserved not the least drop of that sweat and blood he 
spent for him : and without any advantage to himself, for what 
content can be added to his felicity by a cursed creature ? Infi
nite Idfre I that is as admirable as saving! " Love that passeth 
knowledge!" and is as much above our comprehension as desert. 
In natural things, admiration is the effect of ignorance, but here 
it is increased by knowledge. For the more we understand the 
excellent greatness of God, and the vileness of man, the more we 
shall be instructed to admire the glorious wonder of saving mer
cy. A deliberate admiration springing from our most deep 
thoughts, is part of the tribute and adoration we owe to God, 
who so strangely saved us from the " wrath to come." 

And the most humble acknowledgments are due for it. When 
David told Mephibosheth, 2 Sam. 9. 7, 8. that he should « eat 
bread with him at his table continually; he bowed himself, and 
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said, what is thy servant, that thou shouldest look on such a dead 
dog as 1 am ?" A speech hill of gratitude and humility; yet he 
was of a roj-al extraction, though at that time in a low condition. 
With a far greater sense of our unworthiness, we should reflect 
upon that condescending love, that provides the " hread of God" 
for the food of our souls, without which we had perished for want. 
David in that divine thanksgiving recorded in the scripture, re
flects upon his own meanness, and from that magnifies the favour 
of God towards him. 2 Sam. 7. 18. "Who am 1, O Lord 
God ? and what is my house, that thou hast brought me hither
to ? And this was yet a small thing in thy sight, O Lord God, 
but thou hast spoken of thy servant's house for a great while to 
come : and is this the manner of man, O Lord God ?" If such 
humble and thankful acknowledgments were due for the sceptre 
of Israel, what is for the crown of heaven ? And that procured 
for us by the sufferings of the Son of God ? Briefly, goodness is 
the foundation of glory, therefore the most solemn and affection
ate praise is to.be rendered for transcendent goodness. The con
sent of heaven and earth, is, " in ascribing blessing, and honour, 
and glory to him that sits on the throne, and the Lamb for ever." 
Rev. 5. 13. 

II. The love of God discovered in our redemption, is the most 
powerful persuasive to repentance. For the discovery of this we 
must consider, that real repentance is the consequent of faith, 
and always in proportion to it. Therefore the law which repre
sents to us the divine purity and justice, without any allay of 
mercy, can never work true repentance in a sinner. When con
science is under the strong conviction of guilt, and of God's jus
tice as implacable, it causes a dreadful flight from him, and a 
metched neglect of means. Despair hardens. The brightest 
discoveries of God in nature are not warm enough to melt the 
frozen heart into the current of repentance. It is true, the visi
ble frame of the world, and the continual benefits of providence, 
instruct men in those prime truths, the being and bounty of God 
to those that serve him, and invite them to their duty. " God 
never left himself without a witness in any age:" his goodness is 
designed "to lead men to repentance." Acts 4. 17. And the 
apostle aggravates the obstinacy of men, that rendered that me
thod entirely fruitless. But the declaration of God's goodness in 
the gospel is infinitely more clear and powerfiil, than the silent 
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revelation by the works of creation and providence. For although 
the patience and general goodness of God offered some intima
tions that he is placable, yet not a sufficient support for a guilty 
and jealous creature to rely on. The natural notion of God's 
justice is so deeply rooted in the human soul, that till he is plea
sed to proclaim an act of grace and pardon, on the conditions 
of faith and repentance, it is hardly possible that convinced 
sinners should apprehend him otherwise than an enemy; and 
that all the common benefits they enjoy, are but provisions al
lowed in the interval between the sentence pronounced by the 
law, and the execution of it at death. Therefore God to over
come our fears, and to melt us into a compliance, hath given in 
the scripture the highest assurance of his willingness to receive 
all relenting and returning sinners. He interposes the most so
lemn oath to remove our suspicions. " As I live, saith the Lord, 
I delight not in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked 
turn from his way and live." Ezek. 33. 11. And have I any 
pleasure at all that the wicked should die ? saith the Lord God : 
and not that he should return from his ways and live ?" Ezek. 
18. 23. The majesty and ardency of the expressions testify the 
truth and vehemency of his desire, so far as the excellency of his 
nature is capable to move our affections. And the reason of it is 
clear; for the conversion of a sinner implies a thorough change 
in the will and affections from sin to grace, and that is infinitely' 
pleasing to God's holiness, and the giving of life to the converted 
is most suitable to his mercy. The angels who are infinitely in
ferior to him in goodness, rejoice in the repentance and salvation 
of men; much more doth God. There is an eminent difference 
between his inclinations to exercise mercy, and justice. He uses 
expressions of regret when he is constrained to punish. Psal. 81. 
13. " O that my people had hearkened to me, and Israel had 
walked in my ways! And how shall I give thee up Ephraim ? 
how shall I deliver thee, Israel ? mine heart is turned within me." 
Hos. 11.8. As a merciful judge, that pities the man, when he 
condemns the malefactor. But he dispenses acts of grace with 
pleasure, " He pardons iniquity, and passes by transgressions, 
because he delights in mercy." Mic. 7. 18. It is tme, when 
sinners are finally obdurate, God is pleased in their min, for the 
honour of his justice; yet it is not in such manner as in their con
version and lifie, he doth not invite sinners to transgress, that he 
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may condemn them : he is not pleased when they give occasion 
for the exercise of his anger. And above all, we have the clear
est and surest discovery of pardoning mercj' in the death of 
Christ. For what stronger evidence can there be of God's rea
diness to pardon, than sending his Son into the world to be a 
sacrifice for sin, that mercy without prejudice to his other per
fections might upon our repentance forgive us ? And what more 
rational argument is there, and more congruous to the breast of 
a man, to work in him a serious grief and hearty detestation of 
sin, not only as a cursed thing, but as it is contrary to the divine 
will, than the belief that God, in whose power alone it is to par
don sinners, is most desirous to pardon them, if they will return 
to obedience ? The prodigal in his extreme distress resolved to 
go to his Father with penitential acknowledgments and submis
sion : and, to use the words of a devout writer, his guilty consci
ence as desperate, asked him, qua spc, with what hope ? He re-* 
plied to himself, ilia qua pater est. Ego perdidiquod eratfdii; 
ille quod patris est non amisit: though I have neglected the duty 
and lost the confidence of a Son, he hath not lost the compas
sion of a Father. That parable represents man in his degene
rate forlorn state, and that the divine goodness is the motive that 
prevails upon him to return to his duty. 

HI. The transcendent love that God hath expressed in our re
demption by Christ, should kindle in us a reciprocal affection to 
him. For what is more natural than that one flame should pro
duce another ? " we love him, because he loved us first." The 
original of our love to God is from the evidence of his to us : this 
alone can strongly and sweetly draw the heart to him. It is tme, 
the divine excellencies as they deserve a superlative esteem, so 
the highest affection: but the bare contemplation of them is in
effectual to fire the heart with a zealous love to God. For man 
hath a diabolical seed in his cormpt nature; he is inclined not 
only to sensuality, wliich is an implicit hatred of God, (for an 
eager appetite to those things which God forbids, and a fixed 
aversion to what he commands, are the natural effects of ha
tred) but to malignity and direct hatred against God. " He is 
an enemy in his mind through wicked works," Col. I. 21. and 
this enmity ariseth from the consideration of God's justice, and 
the effects of it. Man cannot sin and be happy, therefore he 
wishes there were no God to whom he must be accountable. 
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He is no more wrought on by the divine perfections and beau
ties to love the Deity, than a guilty person who resolvedly goes 
on to break the laws, can be persuaded to love the judge, for his 
excellent knowledge, and his inflexible integrity, who will cer
tainly condemn him. Besides, the great and abundant blessings, 
which God, as Creator and preserver, bestows upon all, cannot 
prevail upon guilty creatures to love him. Indeed the goodness 
that raised us from a state of nothing, is unspeakably great, and 
lays an eternal obligation upon us. The whole stock of our af
fections is due to him, for conferring upon us the human nature, 
that is common to kings and the meanest beggar. All the riches 
and dignity of the greatest prince, whereby he exceeds the poor
est wretch, compared to this benefit which they both share in, 
have no more proportion than a farthing to an immense treasure. 
The innumerable expressions of God's love to us every day should 
infinitely endear him tons. For who is so inhuman as not to 
love his parents, or his friend, who defended him from his deadly 
enemies, or relieved him in his poverty, especially if the vein of 
his bounty be not dried up, but always diflfuses itself in new fa
vours ? If we love the memory of that emperor, who reflecting 
upon one day that passed without his bestowing some benefit, 
with grief said, diem perdidi, I have lost a day! How much 
more should we love God who every moment bestows innumer
able blessings upon his creatures ? But sinfiil man hath con
tracted such an unnatural hardness, that he receives no impres
sions from the renewed mercies of God. He violates the princi
ples of nature, and reason. For how unnatural is it, not to love 
our benefactor, when the dull ox and the stupid ass serve those 
that feed them ? And how unreasonable when the publicans re
turn love for love! Now there is nothing that can perfectly 
overcome our hatred, but the consideration of that love which hath 
freed us from eternal misery: for the guilty creature will be al
ways suspicious, that notwithstanding the ordinary benefits of 
providence, God is an enemy to it: and till man is convinced, that 
in loving God, he must truly love himself, he will never sincerely 
affect him. This was one great design of God in the way, as 
well as in the work of our redemption, to gain our hearts entirely 
to himself. He saves us in the most endearing and obliging 
manner. As David's affection declared itself, " I will not serve 
the Lord with that which cost me nothing :" so God would not 
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save mail with that which cost him nothing, but with the dearest 
price hath purchased a title to our love. " God was in Christ 
reconciling the world to himself," as well as through Christ re
conciling himself to the world. He hath propounded such argu
ments for our love, so powerful, and sublime, that Adam in in
nocence was unacquainted with. He sent down his own bowels 
to testify his affection to us. And that should be the great
est endearment of our love, which was the greatest evidence of 
his. 

And if we consider the person of our Redeemer, what more 
worthy object of our affection than Christ ? and Christ enduring 
the most terrible things, and at last dying with all the circum
stances of dishonour and pain, for love to man ? If he had no 
attractive excellencies, yet his cruel sufferings for us should make 
him infinitely precious and dear to our souls. If by solemn re
gards we contemplate him in the garden, amazed at the first ap
proaches of that cup mixed with all the ingredients of divine 
displeasure, " sweating like drops of blood," under a weight of 
unspeakable sorrow, and without the least relief of man, whose 
sins he then bore; what kind of marble are our hearts if they do 
not tenderly relent at this doleful spectacle ? Can we stand by 
him " prostrate on the earth, and offering up prayers and sup
plications with strong cries and tears" (the effects of the travail 
of his soul) without the most passionate sensibility? Can we 
see him contemned by impure worms, abused in his sacred offi
ces, spitefully represented as a mock king, buffeted and flouted 
as a mock prophet, his sacred face defiled with loathsome spit
tle, his back torn with sharp scourges, and all endured with a 
victorious patience: can we behold this with an unconcerned eye, 
without the mournings of holy love ? Can we accompany him 
in the dolorous way, and see him fainting and sinkuig under his 
heavy cross, and not feel his sufferings ? Can we ascend to 
mount Calvary, and look on him hanging on the infamous tree 
in the midst of thieves suffering the utmost fury of malicious 
enemies, and not be crucified with him? Can we hear the 
astonishing complaint of his deserted soul to the judge of all the 
world doing extreme right on him as our surety, and not be 
overcome with grief and love? Shall not the warm streams 
sadly running from his wounded head and hands and feet melt 
our congealed affections ? His pierced side discovers his heart. 

Still Waters Revival Books - All Rights Reserved - www.PuritanDownloads.com 

http://www.PuritanDownloads.com


336 T H E HARMONY OF CHAP. Xr, 

the vital fountain opened to wash away oiix guilt, and shall our 
hearts be untouched ? His bloody undeserved death the preci
ous ransom of our souls makes him our life, and shall it not ren
der him full of loveliness to our inflamed thoughts ? He is more 
amiable on the cross, than in the throne: for there we see the 
clearest testimony, and the most glorious triumph of his love. 
There he endured the anger of heaven, and the scorn of the earth. 
There we might see joy saddened, faith fearing, salvation suffer
ing, and life dying. * Blessed Redeemer! what couldest thou 
have done or suffered more, to quicken our dead powers, and 
enflame our cold hearts toward thee ? How can we remember 
thy bleeding djing love without an eestacy of affection ? If we 
are not more insensible than the rocks, it is impossible but we 
must be touched and softened by it. 

Suppose an angel by sjiecial delegation had been enabled to 
have "trod satan under our feet," our obligations to him had been 
inexpressible, and our love might have been intercepted from 
ascending to our Creator. For salvation is a greater benefit, 
than the mere giving to us our natural being. As the privation 
of felicity with the actual misery that is joined with it, is infi
nitely worse than the negation of being. Our Lord pronounced 
concerning Judas. Mat. 26. 24. " It had been good for that 
man that he had never been born." Redeeming goodness ex
ceeds creating. Now the Son of God to procure our highest 
love, alone wrought salvation for us. 

And what admirable goodness is it, that puts a value upon our 
affection, and accepts such a small return! Our most intent and 
ardent love bears no more proportion to his, than a spark to the 
element of fire. Besides, his love to us was pure, and without 
any benefit to himself; but ours to him is profitable to our souls, 
for their eternal advantage. Yet with this he is fully satisfied ; 
when we love him in the quality of a Sa\'iour, we give him the 
glory of that he designs most to be glorified in, that is, of his 
mercy to the miserable. For this reason he instituted the sacra
ment of the supper, the contrivance of his love, to refresh the 
memory of his death, and quicken our fainting love to him. Now 
the love that our Saviour requires must be, 

* Quid violentins triumphat de deo? Ytdes in christo Ixtari (ristitiaie, 
pavere fidem, salutem pati, vitam mori. 
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1. Sincere and unfeigned. This declares itself by a care to 
please him in all things. " If a man love me," saith our Savi
our, "he will keep my commandments." Obedience is the 
most natural and necessary product of love. For love is the 
spring of action, and employs all the faculties in the service of 
the person loved. The apostle expresses the force of it by an 
emphatical word, (ruyE%e», 2 Cor. 5. "The love of Christ con
strains us :" it signifies to have one bound, and so much under 
power that he cannot move without leave. As the inspired pro
phets were carried by the spirit, and entirely acted by his mo
tions. Such an absolute empire had the love of Christ over him. 
Acts 18. 5. ruling all the inclinations of his heart, and actions of 
his life. It is this alone makes obedience cheerfiil, and constant. 
For love is seated in the will, and the obedience that proceeds 
from it, is out of choice, and purely voluntary. " No command
ment is grievous that is performed from love." I John 5. 3. 
And it makes obedience constant: that which is forced fiom the 
impression of fear, is unstedfast; but what is mixed with delight, 
is lasting. 

2. Our love to Christ must be supreme exceeding that which 
is given to all inferior objects. The most elevated and entire af
fection is due to him who saves us from torments that are ex
treme and eternal, and bestows upon us an inheritance immortal 
and undefiled. By the oifering of himself to divine justice he has 
obliged us " to present our bodies a living sacrifice to God, 
which is our reasonable service;" life itself and all the endear
ments of it, relations, estates are to be disvalued, when set in 
comparison with him. Nay if (by an impossible supposition) 
they could be separated, our Saviour should be more dear to us 
than salvation. For he declared greater love in giving himself 
for our ransom, than in giving heaven to be our reward. When 
we love him in the highest degree we are capable of, we have 
reason to mourn for the imperfection of it. In short, a superla
tive love, as it is due to our Redeemer, so it is only accepted by 
him. " He that loveth father or mother, son or daughter more 
than him, is not worthy of him." Mat. 10. 37. And he telk 
us in other places that we must hate them, to show, that our 
love to him should so far exceed the aifection that is due to those 
relations, that in all occasions where they divide from Christ, we 
should demean ourselves as if we had only for them an indiifer-
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ence, and even an aversion. Indeed the preferring of any thing 
before him, who is altogether desirable in himself, and infinitely 
deserves our love, is brutishly to undervalue him, and in effect 
not to love him. For in a temptation where Christ and the be
loved object are set in competition ; as a greater weight turns the 
scales, so the stronger affection will cause a person to renounce 
Christ, for the possession of what he loves better. It is the love 
of Christ reigning in the heart, that is the only principle of per
severance. 

IV. What an high provocation is it to despise redeeming mer
cy, and to defeat that infinite goodness which hath been at such 
expence for our recovery? The Son of God hath emptied all 
the treasures of his love, to purchase deliverance for guilty and 
WTctched captives; he hath past through so many pains and 
thorns to come and offer it to them; he solicits them to receive 
pardon and liberty, upon the conditions of acceptance and 
amendment, which are absolutely necessary to qualify them for 
felicity : now if they slight the benefit, and renounce their re
demption ; if they sell themselves again under the servitude of 
sin, and gratify the devil with a new conquest over them; what a 
bloody cnielty is this to their own souls, and a vile indignity to 
the Lord of glorj' ? And are there any servile spirits so charmed 
with their misery, and so in love with their chains, who will 
stoop under their cruel cajjtivity, to be reserved for eternal pu-
iiishniftnt ? Who can can believe it ? But alas, examples are 
numerous and ordinarj': the most by a folly as prodigious as their 
ingiatitude, prefer their sins before their Saviour, and love that 
whicii is the only just object of hatred, and hate him who is the 
most worthy object of love. It is a most astonishing considera
tion, that love should persuade Christ to die for men, and that 
they should trample upon his blood, and choose rather to die by 
themselves, than to live by him. That God should be so easy 
to foigive, and man so hard to be forgiven. This is a sin of that 
transcendent height, that all the abominations of Sodom and 
Gomorrah, are not equal to it. This exasperates mercy, that 
dear and tender attribute; the only advocate in God's bosom for 
us. This makes the judge irreconcilable. The rejecting of life 
upon the gracious terms of the gospel, makes the condemnation 
of men most just, certain, and heavy. 

1. Most just: for when Christ hath performed what was ne-
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cessary for the expiation of sin, and hath opened the throne of 
grace, which was before shut against us, and by this God hath 
declared how willing he is to save sinners; if they are wilful to 
be damned, and frustrate the blessed methods of grace, it is most 
equal they should inherit their ovra choice : " they judge them
selves unworthy of eternal life." Conscience will justify the se
verest doom against them. 

2. It makes their condemnation certain and final. The sen
tence of the law is reversible by an appeal to an higher court; 
but that of the gospel against the refusers of mercy will remain 
in its full force for ever. " He that believes not, is condemned 
already." John 3. IS. It is some consolation to a malefactor, 
that the sentence is not pronounced against him : but an unbe-
Kever hath no respite. The gospel assures the sincere believer, 
that " he shall enter hito condemnation, to prevent his fears of 
an after sentence; but it denounces a present doom against those 
who reject it. " The wrath of God abides on them." O b s t i r 
nate infidelity sets beyond all possibility of pardon: " there is no 
sacrifice for that sin." Salvation itself cannot save the impeni
tent infidel: for he excludes the only means whereby mercy is 
conveyed. How desperate then is the case of such a sinner ? 
To what sanctuary will he fly ? All the other attributes con
demn him, holiness excites justice, and justice awakens power 
for his destruction; and if mercy interpose not between him and 
ruin, he must perish irrecoverably. "Whoever loves not the 
Lord Christ, is Anathema Maranatha;" he is under an irrevoca
ble curse, which the Redeemer will confirm at his coming. 

3. Wilful neglect of redeeming mercy aggravates the sentence, 
and brings an extraordinary danmation upon sinners. Besides 
the doom of the law wliich continues in its vigour against trans
gressors, the gospel adds a more heavy one against the impeni
tent, " because he believes not in the name of the only begotten 
Son of God." John 3. IS. Infidelity is an outrage not to a 
man or an angel, but to the eternal Son. For the redemption 
of souls is reckoned as a part of his reward, " he shall see of the 
travail of his soul aud be satisfied." Isa. 53. Those therefore 
who spurn at salvation, deny him the honour of his sufferings ; 
and are guilty of the defiance of his love, of the contempt of his 
clemency, of the provocation of the most sensible and severe at
tribute when it is incensed. This is to strike him at the heart, 
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and to kick against his bowels. This increases the anguish of 
his sufferings, and imbitters the cup of his passion. This renews 
his sorrows, and makes his wounds bleed afresh. Dreadful 
impiety! that exceeds the guilt of the Jews; they once killed 
him being in his humble inglorious state, but this is a daily cru
cifying him now glorified. Ungratefiil wretches I that refuse to 
bring glory to their Redeemer, and blessedness to themselves: * 
that rather choose that the accuser should triumph in their mise
ry, than their Saviour rejoice in their felicity. " This is the 
great condemnation, that Christ came into the world" to save 
men fi-om death, and they refuse the pardon. John 3. 19. It 
is an aggravation of sin above what the devils are capable of; for 
pardon was never offered to those rebellious spirits. In short, so 
deadly a malignity there is in it, that it poisons the gaspel itself, 
and turns the sweetest mercy into the sorest judgment. The 
Sun of Righteousness who is a reviving life to the penitent beUe-
ver, is a consuming fire to the obdurate. How much more to
lerable had been the condition of such sinners, if saving grace had 
never appeared unto men, or they had never heard of it ? For 
th6 degrees of wrath shall be in proportion to the riches of neg
lected goodness. The refusing life from Christ, makes us guilty 
of his death. And when he shall come in his glory, and be visi
ble to all that pierced him, what vengeance will be the portion 
of those who despised the majesty of his person, the mystery of 
his compassions and sufferings ? Those that lived and died in 
the darkness of heathenism, shall have a cooler climate in hell, 
than those who neglected the great salvation. 

* Ut deaao malas, recuperata prieda sua, adversus dominuin gaudeat 
Tertul. de poen. 
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CHAP. XII. 

Divine justice concurs with mercy in the work of our redemption. The rea
sons why we are redeemed by the satisfaction of justice are specified : to 
declare God's hatred of sin, to vindicate the honour of the law, to prevent 
the secure commission of sin. These ends are obtained in the death of 
Christ, The reality of the satisfaction made to divine justice considered. 
The requisites in order to it. Tbe appointment of God, who in this trans
action is to be considered not as a judge, that is minister of the law, but 
as governor. His right of jurisdiction to relax the law as to the execution 
of it. His will declared to accept of the compensation made. The con
sent of our Redeemer was necessary. He must be perfectly holy. He 
must be God and man. 

THE Deity in itself is simple and pure, without mixture or va
riety : the scripture ascribes attributes to God for our clearer un
derstanding. And those as essential in him are simply one : 
they are distinguished only with respect to the divers objects on 
which they are terminated, and the different effects that proceed 
from them. 

The two great attributes which are exercised towards reason
able creatures in their lapsed state, are mercy and justice: these 
admirably concur in the work of our redemption. Although 
God spared guilty man for the honour of his mercy, yet he " spa
red not his own Son," who became a surety for the offender, but 
delivered him up to a cruel death for the glory of his justice. 
For the clearer understanding of this, three things are to be con
sidered ; 

I. The reasons why we are redeemed by the satisfaction of 
justice. 

II. The reality of the sjitisfaction made by our Redeemer. 
HI. The completeness and perfection of it. 
I. Concerning the first, there are three different opinions, 

among those who acknowledge the reality of satisfaction. 
That it is not possible that sin should be pardoned without 

satisfaction. For justice being a natural and necessary excellen
cy in God, hath an unchangeable respect to the qualities which 
are in the creatures: that as the divnie goodness is necessarily 
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exercised towards a creature perfectly holy, so justice is in pu
nishing the guilty, unless a satisfaction intervene. And if it be 
not possible, considering the perfection of the Deity, that holi
ness should be unrewarded, far less can it be, that sin should be 
unpunished: since the exercise of justice upon which punishment 
depends, is more necessary than that of goodness, which is the 
cause of remuneration. For the rewards which bounty dispenses 
are pure favour, whereas the punishments which justice inflicts, 
are due. In short, since justice is a perfection, it is in God in a 
supreme degree, and being infinite it is inflexible, this opinion is 
asserted by several divines of eminent learning. 

The second opinion is, that God by his absolute dominion and 
prerogative, might have released the sinner from punishment 
without any satisfaction. For as by his sovereignty he transfer
red the punishment from the guilty to the innocent; so he might 
have forgiven sin, if no Redeemer had interposed. From hence 
it follows, that the death of Christ, for the expiation of sin, was 
necessary only with respect to the divine decree. 

The third opinion is, that considering God in this transaction, 
as qualified with the office of supreme judge and governor of the 
world, who hath given just laws to direct his creatures in their 
obedience, and to be the rule of his proceedings with them as to 
rewards and punishments. He hath so far restrained the exer
cise of his power, that upon the breach of the law, either it must 
be executed upon the sinner, or if extraordinarily dispensed with, 
it must be upon such terms as may secure the ends of govern
ment : and those are his own honour, and public order, and the 
benefit of those that are governed. And upon these accounts it 
was requisite, supposing the merciful design of God to pardon 
sin, that his righteousness should be declared in the sufferings of 
Christ. I will distinctly open this. 

In the law the sovereignty and holiness of God eminently ap
pear : and there are two things in all sins which expose the of
fender justly to punishment: 

I. A contempt of God's sovereignty, and in that respect there 
is a kind of equality between them. " He that ofliends in one, 
is guilty of all," Jam, 2. 10. they being ratified by the same au
thority. And from hence it is, that guilt is the natural passion 
of sin; that always adheres to it. For as God has a judicial 
power to inflict punishment upon the disobedient by virtue of his 

Still Waters Revival Books - All Rights Reserved - www.PuritanDownloads.com 

http://www.PuritanDownloads.com


CHAP. X I I . T H E D I V I N E A T r R I B U T E S . 343 

sovereignty, so the desert of punishment ariseth from the despi
sing it in the violation of his commands. 

2. In every sin there is a contrariety to God's holiness. And 
in this the natural turpitude of sin consists, which is receptive of 
degrees. From hence arises God's hatred of sin, which is as es
sential as his love to himself: the infinite purity and rectitude 
of his nature, infers the most perfect abhorrence of whatever is 
opposite to it. " The righteous Lord loves righteousness, but 
the wicked his soul hates." Psal. 11. 5, 7. Now the justice of 
God is founded in his sovereignty, and in his holiness; and the 
reason why it is exercised against sin, is not an arbitrary consti
tution, but his holy nature, to which sin is repugnant. These 
things being premised, it follows, that God in the relation of a 
governor, is protector of those sacred laws which are to direct 
the reasonable creature. And as it was most reasonable, that in 
the first giving the law, he should lay the strongest restraint upon 
man for preventing sin, by the threatening of death, the greatest 
evil in itself, and in the estimation of mankind; so it is most 
congruous to reason, when the command was broke by man's 
rebellion, that the penalty should be inflicted, either on his per
son, according to the immediate intent of the law, or satisfaction 
equivalent to the offence should be made, that the majesty and 
purity of God might appear in his justice, and there might be a 
visible discovery of the value he puts on obedience. 

The life of the law depends upon the execution of it; for im
punity occasions a contempt of justice, and by extenuating sin iu 
the account of men, encourages to the free commission of it. If 
pardon be easily obtained, sin will be easily committed. Grimes 
unpunished seem authorised. The first temptation was prevalent 
by this persuasion, that no punishment would follow. Besides, 
if upon the bold violation of the law no punishment were iufiict-
ed, not only the glory of God's holiness would he obscured, as il 
he did not love righteousness and hate sin, but suffered the con
tempt of the one, and the commission of the other without co-j-
troul; but it would either reflect upon his wisdom, as if he had 
not upon just reason established an alliance between tlie offence 
and the penalty; or upon his power, as if he were not aide to 
vindicate the rights of heaven. And after his giving a law, and 
declaring that according to the tenor of it, he would dispense re
wards and punishments, if sin were unreveiiged, it would lessen 
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the sacredness of his truth in the esteem of men. So that the 
law and lawgiver would be exposed to contempt. By all which 
it appears, that the honour of God was infinitely concerned in his 
requiring satisfaction for the breach of his laws. 

Temporal magistrates are bound to execute wise and equal 
laws, for the preservation of public order, and civil societies. It 
is true, there be some cases wherein the lawgiver may be forced 
to dispense with the law, as when the sparing of an offender is 
more advantage to the state than his punishment: besides, there 
is a superior tribunal to which great offenders are obnoxious, and 
good magistrates, when through weakness they are fain to spare 
the guilty, refer them to God's judgment. But it is otherwise 
in the divine government: for God is infinitely fi-ee from any ne
cessity of compliance. There is no exigency of government that 
requires, that any offenders should escape his severity. Neither 
is there any justice above his, which might exact satisfaction of 
them. Besides, the majesty of his laws is more sacred than of 
those which preserve earthly states, and ought to be more invio
lable. The sum is this, to declare God's hatred of sin which is 
essential to his nature, to preserve the honour of the law, which 
otherwise would be securely despised, and lose its effect, to pre
vent sin, by keeping up in men an holy fear to offend God, an 
eternal respect in the rational creature to him j it was most fit 
that the presumptuous breach of God's command should not be 
unpunished. Now when the Son of God was made a sacrifice 
for sin, and by a bloody death made expiation of it, the world is 
convinced how infinitely hatefiil sin is to him, the dignity of the 
law is maintained, and sin is most effectually discouraged. 
There is the same terror, though not the same rigour, as if all 
mankind had been finally condemned. Thus it appears how be
coming God it was, to accomplish our salvation in such a man
ner, that justice and mercy are revealed in their most noble and 
eminent effects and operations. 

II . The reality of the satisfaction made to divine justice is 
next to be proved. This is the centre, and heart of the christian 
religion, from whence all vital and comforting influences are de
rived : and for the opening of it, I will first consider the requi
sites in order to it: which are, 

1. The appointment of God, whose power and will are to be 
considered in this transaction. 
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(I.) His power: for it is an act of supremacy to admit, that 
the suflFering of another should be effectual to redeem the of
fender. God doth not in this affair sustain the person of a judge, 
that is the minister of the law, and cannot free the guilty by 
transferring the punishment on another; but is to be considered 
as governor, who may by pure jurisdiction dispense in the execu
tion of the law, upon those considerations which fully answer the 
ends of government. 

The law is not executed according to the letter of it, for then 
no sinner can be saved: but repenting believers are firee from 
condemnation. Nor is it abrogated, for then no obligation re
mains as to the duty, or penalty of it: but men are still bound 
to obey it, and impenitent infidels are still under the curse: 
" the wrath of God abides upon them." But it is relaxed as 
to the punishment, by the merciful condescension of the Law
giver. 

Some laws are not capable of relaxation in their own nature: 
because there is included moral iniquity in the relaxation. As 
the commands to love God and obey conscience, can never lose 
their binding force. It is an universal rule that suffers no excep
tion, God cannot deny himself; therefore he can never allow sin, 
that directly opposes the perfections of his nature. Besides, 
some laws cannot be relaxed ex hypothesi, upon the account of 
the divine decree which makes them irrevocable, as that all who 
die in their impenitency shall be damned. Now there was no 
express sign annexed to the sanction of the original law, to in
timate, that it should be unalterable as to the letter of it. The 
threatening declared the desert of sin in the offender, and the 
right of punishing in the superior; but it is so to be understood, 
as not to frustrate the power of the lawgiver, to relax the punish
ment upon wise and just reasons. 

The law did neither propound, nor exclude this expedient: 
for judging without passion against the sinner, it is satisfied with 
the punishment of the crime. For it is not the evil of the of
fender that is primarily designed by the law, but the preservation 
of public order, for the honour of the Lawgiver, and the benefit 
of those that are subjects. So that the relaxing the punishment, 
as to the person of the sinner, by compensation, fiilly answers 
the intent of the law. 

(2.) As by the right of jurisdiction God might relax the law. 
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and appoint a Mediator to interpose by way of ransom, so be 
hatb declared his will to accept of him. The law in strictness 
obliged the sinning person to suffer, so that he might have re
fused any other satisfaction. Therefore the whole work of our 
redemption is referred to his will as the primary cause. Our 
Saviour " was sent into the world" by the order of God, John 3. 
17. He was sealed," that is, authorized for that great work 
by commission from him. He was called to his office, by the 

voice of his Father from heaven, thou art my belo'ed Son in 
whom 1 am well pleased." Mat. 3. 17. God " anointed him 
with the Holy Ghost, and with power," Acts 10. 38. which sig
nifies as the enduing of him with the graces of the Spirit, so the 
investing him in the dignity of Mediator, as kings, priests, and 
prophets were. And both were necessary: for his graces with
out his office are unprofitable to us, and his office without his 
capacity, of no advantage. In short, the apostle observes this 
as the peculiar excellency of the new covenant, and the founda
tion of our hopes, that the Mediator was constituted by a solemn 
oath, " the Lord hath sworn, and will not repent, thou art a 
priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec." Heb. 7. 21. 

2. The consent of our Redeemer was necessary; that he might 
by sufferings satisfy for us. For being the " Lord from heaven," 
there was no superior authority to command, or power to compel 
him. It is true, having become our surety, it was necessary be 
should be accountable to tbe law: but the first undertaking was 
most free. When one hath entered into bonds to pay tbe debt 
of an insolvent person, he must give satisfaction; but it is an 
act of liberty and choice to make himself liable. Our Saviour 
tells us, Luke 24. 46. " it behoved Christ to suffer;" he doth 
not say that the Son of God should suffer, but Christ. This 
title signifies the same person in substance, but not in the same 
respect and consideration. Christ is the second person clothed 
with our nature. There was no necessity that obliged God to 
appoint his Son, or the Son to accept the office of Mediator; 
but when the eternal Son had undertook that charge, and was 
made Christ, that is assumed our nature in order to redeem us, 
it was necessary that he should suffer. 

Besides, his consent was necessary upon another account. 
For the satisfaction doth not arise merely from the dignity of his 
person, but from the law of substitution, whereby he put himseU 
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in our stead, and voluntarily obliged himself to suffer the punish
ment due to us. The efficacy of his death, is by virtue of the 
contract between the Father and him, of which there could be 
no cause but pure mercy, and his voluntary condescension. 

Now the scripture declares the willingness of Christ, particu
larly at his entrance into the world, and at his death. Upon his 
coming into the world, he begins his Ufe by the internal oblation 
of himself to his Father, Heb. 10. 6, 7. " sacrifice and offering 
thou didst not desire ; mine ears hast thou opened -." that is, he 
entirely resigned himself to be God's servant; " burnt-offering 
and sin-offering hast thou not required. Then said I, lo, I come, 
in the volume of thy book it is written of me, I delight to do thy 
will, O my God, yea, thy lav/ is within my heart." He saw the 
divine decree, and embraced it; the law was in his heart, and 
fully possessed all his thoughts and affections, and had a com
manding influence upon his life. And his willingness was fully 
expressed by him, when he approached to his last sufferings. 
For although he declined death as man, having natural and inno
cent desires of self-preservation, yet as Mediator he readily sub
mitted to it; " not my will, but thine be done," was his voice 
in the garden. And this argued the completeness and fixedne;is 
of his will, that notwithstanding his aversion to death abso
lutely considered, yet with an unabated election he still chose it 
as the means of our salvation. No involuntary constraint did 
force him to that submission ; but the sole causes of it were his 
free compliance with his Father's will, and his tender compas
sion towards men. He saith, John 10. 18. " I have power to 
lay down my life, and power to take it up : this command 1 re
ceived of my Father." In his death, obedience and sacrifice were 
united. The typical sacrifices were led to the altar, but the 
Lamb of God presented himself: Gal. 1.4. It is said, " he 
gave himself for us," Tit. 2. 14. to signify his willingness in dy
ing. Now the freeness of our Redeemer in dying for us, quali
fied his sufferings to be meritorious. The apostle tells us, Rom. 
5. 19. that "by the obedience of one many are made righteous;" 
that is, by his voluntary sufferings we are justified: for without 
his consent, his death could not have the respect of a punish
ment for our sins. No man can be compelled to pay another's 
debt, unless he make himself surety for it. Briefly, the appoint
ment of God, and the undertaking of Christ, to redeem us from 
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the curse of the law by his suffering it, are the foundation of the 
New Testament. 

3. He that interposed as Mediator, must be perfectly holy, 
otherwise he had been liable to justice for his own sin. And 
guilty blood is impure and corrupt, apter to stain by its effusion 
and sprinkhng, than to purge away sin. The apostle joins these 
two as inseparable, 1 John 3. 5. " He appeared to take away 
sin, and in him is no sin." The priesthood under the law was 
imperfect; as for other reasons, so for the sins of the priests. 
Aaron the first and chief of the levitical order, was guilty of gross 
idolatry, so that reconciliation could not be obtained by their 
ministry: for how can one captive ransom another, or sin ex
piate sin ? But our Mediator was absolutely innocent, without 
the least tincture of sin original, or actual. He was conceived 
in a miraculous manner, infinitely distant from all the impurities 
of the earth. That which is produced in an ordinary way, re
ceives its propriety from second causes, and contracts the defile
ment that cleaves to the whole species : whatever " is bom of 
blood, and the will of the flesh," that is formed of the substance 
of the flesh, and by the sensual appetite, is defiled : but though 
he was formed of the substance of the virgin, yet by virtue of an 
heavenly principle, according to the words of the angel to her, 
Luke 1. 35. " The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the 
power of the Highest shall overshadow thee; therefore also that 
holy thing that shall be born of thee, shall be called the Son of 
God." He came in the appearance " only of sinfiil flesh." 
Rom. 8. 3. As the brazen serpent had the figure, and not the 
poison of the fiery serpent. He was without actual sin; he foiled 
the tempter in all his arts and methods wherewith he tried him. 
He resisted the lust of the flesh, by refiising to make the stones 
bread to assuage his hunger; and the lust of the eyes, in des
pising the kingdoms of the world with all their treasures; and 
the pride of life when he would not throw himself down, that by 
the interposing of angels for his rescue, there might be a visible 
proof that he was the Son of God. The accuser himself con
fessed him to be the " Holy One of God," Mark 1. 24. he found 
no cormption within him, and could draw nothing out of him. 
Judas that betrayed him, and Pilate that condemned him, ac
knowledged his innocence. He perfectly fulfilled the law, and 
did always " what pleased his Father." In the midst of his suf-
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ferings, no irregular motion disturbed bis soul, but be always 
expressed the highest reverence to God, and unspeakable charity 
to men. He was compared to a lamb, (for his passion and his 
patience) that quietly dies at the foot of the altar. 

Besides, we may consider in our Mediator not only a perfect 
freedom from sin, but an impossibility that he should be touched 
by it. The angelical nature was liable to folly; but the human 
nature by its intimate and unchangeable union with the divine is 
established above all possibility of falling. The Deity is holiness 
itself, and by its personal presence, is a greater preservative from 
sin, than either the vision of God in heaven, or the most perma
nent habit of grace. Our Saviour tells us, John 5. 19. "the 
Son can do nothing of himself," but according to " the pattern 
the Father sets him." Now the perfect holiness of our Redeemer 
hath a special efficacy in making his death to be the expiation of 
sin, as the scripture frequently declares, Heb. 7. 26, 27. " For 
such an High-Priest became us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled, 
and separate from sinners. And he that knew no sin, was made 
sin for us, that we might be made the righteousness of God in 
him." 2 Cor. 5.21. "We are redeemed not with corruptible 
things, as silver and gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, 
as of a lamb without blemish, and without spot." 1 Pet. 1. 18. 
" And by his knowledge shall my righteous servant justify many." 
Isa. 53. 11. 

4. It was requisite the Mediator should be God and man. 
He must assume the nature of man, that he might be put in his 
stead in order to make satisfaction for him. He was to be our 
representative, therefore such a conjunction between us must be, 
that God might esteem all his people to suffer in him. By the 
law of Israel the right of redemption belonged to him that was 
next in blood: now Christ took the seed of Abraham, the origi
nal element of our nature, that having a right of propriety in us 
as God, he might have a right of propinquity as man. He was 
allied to all men, as men; that his sufferings might be univer
sally beneficial. And he must be God: it is not his innocency 
only, or deputation, but the dignity of his person that qualifies 
him to be an all-sufficient sacrifice for sin, so that God may 
dispense pardon, in a way that is honourable to justice. For 
justice requires a proportion between the punishment and the 
crime: and that receives its quality from the dignity of the per-
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son offended. Now since the majesty of God is infinite against 
wliom sin is committed, the guilt of if can never be expiated but 
by an infinite satisfaction. There is no " name under heaven, 
(Acts 4. 12.) nor in heaven" that could save us, but the Son of 
God who being equal to him in greatness, became man. 

If there had been such compassion in the angels as to have in
clined them to interpose between justice and us, they had not 
been qualified for that work : not only upon the account of their 
different nature, so that by substitution they could not satisfy 
for us; nor that being immaterial substances, they arc exempted 
from the dominion of death, which was the punishment de
nounced against the sinner, and to which his surety must be sub
jected : but principally that being finite creatures, they are in
capable to atone an incensed God. Who among all their glo
rious orders durst appear before so consuming a fire ? Who 
could have been an altar whereon to sanctify a sacrifice to divine 
justice ? No mere creature how worthy soever could propitiate 
the supreme majesty when justly provoked. Our Redeemer was 
to be tbe Lord of angels. The apostle tells us that it " pleased 
the Father that in him all fulness should dwell." This respects 
not his original nature, but his office, and the reason of it is, 
" to reconcile by the blood of the cross, thiugs in heaven and in 
the earth." From the greatness of the work we may infer the 
quality of the means, and from the quality of the means, the 
nature of the person that is to perform it. Peace with God who 
was provoked by our rebellion, could only be made by an infinite 
sacrifice. Now in Christ the Deity itself, not its influences and 
the fulness of it, not any particular perfection only, dwelt really 
and substantially. God was present in the ark in a shtulow, and 
representation; he is present in nature by his sustainuig power, 
and in his saints by special favour, and the eminent effects, the 
graces and comforts that proceed from it; but he is present in 
Christ in a singular and transcendent manner. The humanity 
is related to the word, not only as a creature to the author of 
its being, for in this regard it hath an equal respect to all the 
persons, but by a peculiar conjunction : for it is actuated by the 
same subsistence as the divine essence is in the Son, but with 
this difference, the one is voluntary, the other necessary; the 
one is espoused by love, the other received by nature. 

Now from this intimate luiion, there is a communication of 
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the special qualities of both natures to the person of Christ: 
man is exalted to be the Son of God, and the Word abased to 
be the son of man. As by reason of the vital union between the 
soul and body, the essential parts of man, it is truly said that he 
is rational in respect of his soul, and mortal in respect of his 
body. This union derives an infinite merit to the obedience of 
Christ. For the human nature having its complement from the 
divine person, it is not the nature simply considered, but the 
person that is the fountain of actions. To illustrate this by an 
instance : the civil law determines that a tree transplanted from 
one soil to another, and taking root there, belongs to the owner 
of that ground; in regard that receiving nourishment from a 
new earth, it becomes as it were another tree, though there be 
the same individual root, the same body, and the same soul of 
vegetation as before. * Thus the human nature taken from the 
common mass of mankind, and transplanted by personal union 
into the divine, is to be reckoned as entirely belonging to the 
divine, and the actions proceeding from it are not merely hu
man, but are raised above their natural worth, and become 
meritorious. One hour of Christ's life glorified God more, than 
an everlasting duration spent by angels and men in the praises of 
him. For the most perfect creatures are limited, and finite, and 
their services cannot fully correspond with the majesty of God; 
but when the Word was made flesh, and entered into a new 
state of subjection, he glorified God in a divine manner and 
most worthy of him. He that " comes from above, is above 
all." John 3.31. The all-sufliciency of his satisfaction arises 
from hence, " he that was in the form of God, and tiiought it 
no robbery to be equal with God," Phil. 2. 6. that is, in the 
truth of the divine nature was equal with the Father, and with
out sacrilege, or usurpation possessed divine honour, he became 

obedient to the death of the cross." 1 Cor 2. 8. The Lord 
" of glory was crucified. We are purchased by the blood of 
God. And the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from 
all sin." Acts 20. 28. The divine nature gives it an infinite and 
everlasting eflicacy. 

And it is observable, that the Socinians, the declared enemies 

• Plantata & consita at solo cedant est juris constituti, cujus ratio est 
quod ista solo alantur. Grot, dejur. Bell. § Par. 
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of his eternity, consentaneously to their first impious error, deny 
his satisfaction. For if Jesus Christ were but a titular God, his 
sufferings how deep soever, had been insufficient to expiate our 
offence: in his death he had been only a martyr, not a Mediator. 
For no satisfaction can be made to divine justice, but by suffer
ing that which is equivalent to the guilt of sin, which as it is in
conceivably great, such must the satisfaction be. 

CHAP. XHI. 
Divine justice is declared and glorified in tbe death of Christ. The three

fold account the scripture gives of i t : as a punishment inflicted for sin, as 
a price to redeem us from hell, as a sacrifice to reconcile us to God. Man 
was capitally guilty. Christ with the allowance of God interposes as his 
surety. His death was inflicted on him by the supreme Judge. The im
pulsive cause of it was sin. His sufferings were equivalent to the sentence 
of the law. The effect of them is our freedom. An answer to the objec
tion, that it i s a violation of justice to transfer the punishment from the 
guilty to the innocent. The death of Christ is tbe price that redeems from 
hell. This singular effect oi his death distinguishes it from the death of 
the martyrs. An answer to the objections. How could God receive this 
price, since he gave his Son to that death which redeems ns ? And bow 
our Redeemer, supposing him God, can make satisfaction to himself? 
The death of Christ represented as a sacrifice. The expiatory sacrifices 
tinder the law were substituted in the place of guilty men. The effects of 
them answerable to their threefold respect to God, sin and men: the 
atonement of anger, the expiation of sin, and freedom from punishment. 
All sorts of placatory sacrifices are referred to Christ, and the effects of 
them in a sublime and perfect manner. No prejudice to the freeness and 
greatness of God's love, that Christ by his death reconciled him to men. 

ni. HAVING premised these things, I shall now prove that 
the divine justice is really declared and glorified in the obedient 
sufferings of Christ. For the opening this point, it is necessary 
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to consider the account the scripture gives of his death; which is 
threefold. 

1. It is represented under the relation of punishment inflicted 
on him for sin, and the effect of it is satisfaction to the law. 

2.. As a price to redeem us from hell. 
3. Under the notion of a sacrifice to reconcile God to sinners. 
First, as a punishment inflicted on him for sin. This will ap

pear by considering, 
1. That man by his rebellion against God was capitally guilty 5 

he stood sentenced by the law to death. 
2. Christ with the allowance of the supreirie Judge interposed 

as our surety, and in that relation was made liable to punishment. 
Sins are by resemblance called debts. As a debt obhges the 
debtor to payment, so sin doth the sinner to punishment. And 
as the creditor hath a right to exact the payment from the 
debtor, so God hath a right to inflict punishment on the guilty. 
But with this difference, the creditor by the mere signification of 
his will may discharge the debtor, for he hath an absolute power 
over his estate: whereas public justice is concerned in the pu
nishment of the guilty. * This is evident by many instances. 
For it is not suiHcient that a criminal satisfy his adversary, unless 
the prince, who is the guardian of the laws, give him pardon. 
The interest of a private person, who hath received an injury, is 
so distinct from that of the state, that sometimes the injured 
party solicits the pardon of the offender without success. Which 
shows, that principally it is not to satisfy the particular person, 
thpt the crime is punished, but to satisfy the law, and prevent 
future disorders. 

Now our debt was not pecuniary bat penal: and as in civil 
cases, where one becomes surety for another, he is obliged to pay 
the debt, for in the estimate of the law, they are but one person. 
Heb. 7. 22. So the Lord Jesus Christ entering uito this rela
tion, he sustained the persons of sinners, and became judicially 
one with them, and according to the order of justice, was liable 
to their punishment. The displeasure of God was primarily and 
directly against the sinner, but the effects of it fell upon Christ, 
who undertook for him. Tlie apostle tells us. Gal. 4, 4, 5. that 

* Vid. Dr. StiHin^acct, who with admirable clearness hath vindicated 
the doctrine of satisfaction, from the objections of Crellins, 
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" when the fuhiess of time came, God sent his Son, made under 
the law, that he might redeem them that were under the law." 
He took our nature and condition : he was made under the law 
moral and ceremonial. The directive part of the moral law he 
fulfilled by the innocency of his life ; the penalty he satisfied as 
our surety, being under an obligation to save us. And he ap
peared as a sinner in his subjection to the law of Moses, That 
" hand-writing v/as against us," Col, 2, 14, he therefore entered 
into the bond that we had forfeited. In his circumcision he 
signed it with those drops of blood, which were an earnest of his 
shedding the rest on the cross. " For whosoever was circum
cised, became a debtor to the whole law." And we may ob-
seiTe, it is said, that as Moses lifted up the brazen serpent, so 
the law, of which MoseS was a type and minister, lifted up the 
Messiah on the cross. 

3. The scripture is very clear and express in setting dowTi the 
part that God had in the sufferings of Christ as supreme Judge, 
the impulsive cause that moved him, their proportion to the 
punishment of the law, and the effect of them for our deliverance. 
" He was delivered by the detfrminate counsel and foreknow
ledge of God." Acts 2. 23. All the various and vicious actions 
of men, were overruled by his providence; the falseness of 
Judas, the feaifulness of Pilate, and the malice of the Jews were 
subservient to God's eternal design. And as he wills not the 
death of a sinner, much less of his Son, but for most weighty 
reasons: these are declared by the prophet, " all we like sheep 
have gone astray, and turned every one to his own ways :" our 
errors were different, but the issue was the same, that is, eternal 
death: " and the Lord laid on him the iniquity of us all," Isa. 
53, 6, that is, the punishment of our iniquities. His sufferings 
had such a respect to sin, as included the imputation of it. It 
v/as an act of sovereignty in God to appoint Christ as man to be 
our surety, but an act of justice to inflict the punishment, when 
Christ had undertaken for us. It is said, " he hath borne our 
griefs, and carried our sorrows." The expressions are compre
hensive of all the miseries of his life, especially his last sufferings. 
The Hebrew words, and ̂ 3D, signify such a taking away, 
as is by laying upon one who bears it from us. And thus it is 
interpreted by St. Peter, " he himself bare our sins in his own 
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body on the tree." * This necessarily implies the derivation of 
our guilt to him, and the consequent of it, tlie transferring of 
our punishment. Those words are full and pregnant to the same 
purpose, Isa. 53. 5. "he was wounded for our transgressions, 
he was bruised for our iniquities, the chastisement of our peace 
was on him, and with his stripes v/e are healed." Where the 
meritorious cause of his sufferings is set down, as appears by the 
connexion of the words with the former. The Jews " thought 
him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted ;" that is, justly ])u-
uished for blasphemy ; and usurping, diraie honour. In opposi
tion to this conceit, it is added, " but he was wounded for our 
transgiessioiis." This the apostle expressly telleth us, when he 
declares that " Christ died for our sins." 

This will appear more fully, by considering what the desert of 
sin is. By our rebellion we made the forfeiture of soul and body 
to divine justice : death, both the first and the second, was the 
sentence of the law. Now the sufferings of Christ were answer
able to this punishment. The death which the law threatened 
for sin, was to be accompanied with dishonour and pain. And 
he suffered the death, of the cross, in which the equal extremi
ties of ignominy and torment were joined. A special curse was 
annexed to it, not only in respect of the judgment of men, be
fore whom a crucified jierson was made a spectacle of public 
vengeance for his crimes, but in respect of God's declaration 
concerning it. The Jews were commanded, " that none should 
hang on a tree longer than the evening," Deut. 21. 23. lest the 
holy land should be profaned by that, which was an express mark 
of God's curse. Now the legal curse was a typical signification 
of the real, that should be suffered by our Redeemer. Besides, 
his death was attended with exquisite pains : he suffered variety 
of torments, by the scourges, the thorns, the nails that pierced 
his hands and feet, the least vital, but most sensible parts. He 
refused the whie mixed with mjTrh, that was given to stupify the 
senses: for the design of his passion required, that he should 
have the quickest sense of his sufferings, which were the punish
ment of sin. And his inward sorrows were equivalent to the 
pains of loss aud sense that are due to aimicrs. It is true, there 

» Piicinm (Icsis^nal ipsam actum loUoudi onus in liumeros, alteram gestsv 
lioncm oncris inipositi. 
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are circumstances in the sufferings of the damned, as blasphemy, 
rage, impotent fierceness of mind, which are not appointed by 
the law, but are accidental, arising from the perverseness of their 
spirits: for the punishment of the law is a physical evil, but 
these are iporal: and that punishment is inflicted by the judge, 
but these are only from the guilty sufferers: now to these he 
was not possibly liable. Besides, the death that the sinner ought 
to suffer is eternal, attended with despair, and the intolerable 
anguish of conscience. Now our Redeemer having no real guilt, 
was not liable to the worm of conscience, and his temporary suf
ferings were equivalent to the eternal, upon the account of his 
divine person, so that he was not capable of despair. But hii 
endured the unknown tyrors of the second death, so far as was 
consistent with the perfection of his nature. The anguish of his 
soul was not merely from sympathy with his body, but imme
diately from divine displeasure. It pleased the Lord to bruise 
him," Isa. 5.3. 10. this principally respects the impressions of 
wrath made upon his inward man. Had the cup he feared been 
only death, with the bitter ingredients of dishonour and pain, 
many have drank it with more appearing resolution. The mar
tyrs endured more cmel torments without complaint; nay, in 
their sharpest conflicts have expressed a triumphant joy. Where
as our Redeemer was under all the innocent degrees of fear and 
sorrow at the approach of his sufferings. From whence was the 
difference ? Had Christ less courage ? He was the fountain of 
their îrtitude: the difference was not in the disposition of the 
patients, but in the nature of the sufferings. He endured that 
which is infinitely more terrible than all outward torments. The 
light of joy that always shined in his soul, a sweet image of 
heaven, was then totally eclipsed. God, the fountain of com
passion, restrained himself; his Father appeared a severe inex
orable judge, and dealt with him not as his Son, but our surety. 
Under all the cruelties exercised by men, the Lamb of God 
opened not his mouth; but when the " Father of mercies, and 
the God of all consolation," forsook him, then he broke forth 
into a mournful complaint. Now by this account of Christ's 
sufferings from scripture, it is evident, they were tmly penal; for 
they were inflicted for sin, by the supreme Judge, and were equi
valent to the sentence of the law. And the benefit we receive 
upon their account, proves that they are satisfaction to divine 
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justice, for we are exempted from punishment, by his submis
sion to it. " He freed us from the curse of the law, being made 
a curse for us." Gal. 3. 13. " Tiie chastisement of our peace 
was upon him, by whose stripes we are healed." Isa. 53. 5. So 
that his death being the meritorious cause of freeing the guilty, 
is properly satisfaction. 

Before I proceed to the second consideration of Christ's death, 
I will briefly answer the objection of the Socinians, viz. that it 
is a violation of justice to transfer the punishment from one to 
anotlier, so that the righteous God could not punish his innocent 
Son for our sins. Now to show the invalidity of this pretence, 
we must consider ; 

1st. That justice is not an irregular appetite of vengeance 
arising fiom hatred that cannot be satisfied but with the destruc
tion of the guilty. It preserves right with pure affections, and 
is content when the injury is repaired, from whomsoever satis
faction comes. 

2dly. Though an innocent person cannot suffer as innocent 
without injustice, yet he may voluntarily contract an obligation, 
which will expose him to deserved sufferings. The wisdom and 
justice of all nations agree in punishing one for another's fault, 
where consent is preceding, as in the case of hostages. And 
although it is- essential to the nature of punishment to be inflicted 
for sin, yet not on the person of the sinner: for in conspectu 
fori, the sinner and surety are one. 

3dly. That exchange is not allowed in criminal causes where 
the guilty ought to suffer in person, it is not from any injustice 
in the nature of the thing, for then it would not be allowed in 
civil; but there are special reasons why an innocent person is not 
ordinarily admitted to suffer for an offender. 

1. No man hath absolute power over his own life. It is a de-
positum consigned to him for a time, and must be preserved till 
God, or the public good, calls for it. 

2. The public would suffer prejudice by the loss of a good 
subject. Therefore the rule of the law is just, non auditur pe-
rire volens. The desire of one that devotes himself to ruin is not 
to be heard. And the guilty person who is spared might grow 
worse by impunity, and cause great disorders by his evil example. 
But these considerations are of no force in the case of our Savi
our: for, 
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(1.) He had full ])o>v?r to dispose of his life: " I have power 
to lay it down, aud I have power to take it again: this coin-
mandment have I received of my Father." .lohn 10. IS. He de
clares his power as Gotl, that his life entirely depended on his 
will, to preserve it, or part with it: and his subjection as Me
diator to the order of his Father. 

(2.) Our Saviour could not finally perish. It was not possible 
he should be " held under the power of death." Acts 2. 24. 
Otherwise it had been against the laws of reason, that the pre
cious should for ever suffer for the vile. Better ten thousand 
worlds had been lost, than that the " Holy One of God" should 
perish. He saved us through his sufferings, though as by fire; 
and had a glorious reward in the issue. 

(3.) There is an infinite good redounds from his sufferings: 
for sinners are exempted from death, and the preseiTation of the 
guilty is for the glorv of God's government: for those who are 
redeemed by his death, are renewed by his Spirit. He covers 
their sins, that he may cure them. He is made " righteousness 
and sanctification to his people." 1 Cor. 1. 30. The serious 
belief that Christ by dying hath rescued us from hell, produces a 
superlative love to him, and ingenuous and grateful fear lest we 
should o(Tend him, an ambition to please him in all things. 
Briefly, universal obedience to his will, as its most natural and 
necessary effect. So that in laying the punishment on Christ, 
under which mankind must have sunk for ever, there is nothing 
against justice. 

Secondly. The death of Christ is tlie price which redeems us 
from our woful captivity. Mankind was fallen under the domi
nion of satan and death, and could not obtain freedom by escape, 
or mere power. For l)y the order of divine justice we were de
tained prisoners: so tliat till God the supreme judge is satisfied, 
there can be no discharge. Now the Lord Christ hath procured 
our deliverance by his death, according to the testimony of the 
apostle. Col. 1. 14. " We have rcdeniption through his blood, 
even the forgiveness of sins." His blood is congruously called 
" a price," because in consideration of it our freedom is pur
chased. He is our Redeemer by ransom; " he gave himself a 
ransom for all;" 1 Tim. 2. 6. and that signifies the price paid 
for the freeing of a captive. The word used by the apostle, 
h/TiKwpov, hath a special emphasis, it signifies an exchange of 
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conditions with us, the redeeming us from death, by dying for 
us. As the a V T i v J / u j c o i , who devoted themselves to death, for the 
rescuing of others. Our Saviour told his disciples, that the Son 
of man came to give his " life a ransom for many:" * mni sig
nifies a commutation or exchange, with respect of things or per
sons : thus we are commanded to render to none " evil for evil:" 
t " And if a son ask of his fatlier a fish, will he give him a ser
pent for a fish ?" When it is used in respect of persons, it im
putes a substitution in another's place. " Archelaus reigned in
stead of his father Herod :" J " and Peter paid tribute for Christ," 
that is, representing him. The effect therefore of our Saviour's 
words, that " he gave his life a ransom for many" is evidently 
this, that he died in their stead; and his life as a price inter
vened to obtain their redemption. It is for this reason the glo
rified saints sung an hymn of praise to the divine Land), saying, 
" Thou art worthy, for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to 
God by thy blood." Rev. 5. 9. The singular and blessed effect 
of Christ's dcatli, distinguishes it from the death of the most ex
cellent martyrs. If he had died only for the confirmation of the 
gospel, or to exhibit to us a pattern of sufferirig graces, what 
were there peculiar and extraordinarj' in his death ? How can 
it be said that he was crucified for us alone For the martyrs 
sealed the truth with their blood, 1 Cor 1. 13. and left admi
rable examples of love to God, of zeal for his glory, of patience 
under torments, and of compassion to their persecutors: yet it 
were intolerable blasphemy to say that they redeemed us by their 
death. And it is observable, when the death of Christ is pro
pounded in scripture as a pattern of patience, it is with a special 
circumstance that distinguishes it from all others. " Christ suf
fered for us, leaving us an example that we should follow his 
steps: who his ownself bare cur sins in his own body on the 
tree; by whose stripes ye were healed." 1 Pet. 2. 19,24. The 
tmth is, if the sole end of Christ's death were to induce men to 
believe his promises, and to imitate his graces, there had been 
no such necessity of it: for the miracles he did, had been suffi-

* Mat. 20. S8. Xirpov mni mXXuiV. 

+ , L u k e l l . I I . a m l^^u^ o<piv. 

t Mat. 2. 22. ct-vri" HpcoSoy, 
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cient to confirm the gospel, yet remission of sins is never attri
buted to them: and the miseries he suffered during the course of 
his life, had been sufficient to instruct us how to behave ourselves 
under indignities and persecutions : and at the last he might have 
given as full a testimony to the truth of his doctrine, by his de
scent from the cross, as by dying for us. But no lower price 
than his blood could make compensation to the law, and satis
faction to God; and to deny this, is to rob him of the glory of 
his death, and to destroy all our comfort. 

It is objected by those who nuUify the mystery of the cross of 
the Lord Jesus; how could God receive this price, since he gave 
up his Son to that death which redeems us ? And how can our 
Redeemer, supposing him God, make satisfaction to himself? 
To this 1 answer, 

1. The infinite goodness of God in giving our Redeemer, doth 
not divest him of the office of supreme judge, nor prejudice his 
examining of the cause according to his sovereign jurisdiction, 
and his receiving a ransom to preserve the rights of justice invio
lable. There is an eminent instance of this in Zaleucus, the 
prince of the Locrians; who past a law that adulterers should 
lose both their eyes: and when his son was convicted of that 
crime, the people who respected him for his excellent virtues, out 
of pity to him, interceded for the offender. Zaleucus (Vid. 
Mlian Var. Histor. 1. 13. c. in a conflict between zeal for 
justice, and affection to his son, took but one eye from him, and 
parted with one of his own to satisfy the law. And thus he paid 
and received the punishment: he paid it as a father, and received 
it as the conservator of pubhc justice. Thus when guilty man
kind in its poverty could not pay the forfeiture to the law, God 
the Father of mercies was pleased to give it from the treasures 
of his love; that is, the blood of his Son for our ransom. And 
this he receives from the hand of Christ, offered upon the cross, 
as the Supreme Judge, and declares it fully valuable, and the 
rights of justice to be truly performed. 

2. It is not inconsistent with reason, that the Son of God 
clothed with our nature, should by his death make satisfaction to 
the Deity, and therefore to himself. In the according of two 
parties, a person that belongs to one of them, may interpose for 
reconciliation, provided that he divests his own interest, and 
leaves it with the party from whom he comes. Thus when the 
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senate of Rome, and the people were in dissension, one of the 
senators trusted his own concernment with the council, of which 
he was a member, and mediated between the parties to reconcile 
them, (Mcnenius Agrippa, Liv. 1. 2.) Thus when the Father and 
the Son both possessed of the imperial power, have been offended 
by rebellious subjects, it is not inconvenient that the Son inter-
jiose as a mediator, to restore them to the favour of the prince. 
And by this he reconciles them to himself, and procures them 
pardon of an offence, by which his own majesty was violated. 
This he doth as mediator, not as a party concerned. Now this 
is a fit illustration of the great work of our redemption, so far as 
human things can represent divine. For all the persons of the 
glorious Trinity were equally provoked by our sin; and to obtain 
our pardon, the Son with the consent of the Father, deposits his 
interests into his hands, and as a mediator inter\'enes between us 
and him, who in this transaction is the depositary of the rights 
of heaven, and having performed what justice required, he recon
ciled the world to God, that is, to the Father, himself and the 
eternal spirit. In this cause his person is the same, but his qua
lity is different: he made satisfaction as mediator, and received 
it as God. It is in this sense that the apostle saith. 1 John 2. 
2. " We have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 
righteous:" not to exclude the other persons, but in regard the 
Father as the first person is the protector of justice, our Media
tor in appeasing him appeases the other also. 

Thirdly. The death of Christ is represented under the notion of 
a sacrifice offered up to God. For the more understanding of 
this, we must consider that sacrifices were of two kinds. 

1. Some were eucharistical: they aie called peace-offerings, 
by which the sacrificer acknowledged the bounty of God, and his 
ovm unworthiness, and rendered praise for a favour received, and 
desired the divine blessing. 

2. Expiatory: the sin-offerings for the averting of God's wrath. 
The institution of them was upon a double reason; 

1. That man is a sinner, and therefore obnoxious to the just 
indignation and extreme displeasure of the holy and righteous 
God. 2. That God was to be propitiated, that he might pardon 
them. These truths are engraven in the natural consciences of 
men, as appears by the pretended expiations of sin among the 
heathens: but are more clearly revealed in the scripture. Under 
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the law, without the " effusion of blood, there was no remis
sion." Heb. 9. 22. To signify, that God would not forgive sin 
without the atonement of justice, which required the death of the 
offender; but it being tempered with mercy, accepted a sacrifice 
in his stead. And that there was a substitution of the beast in 
the place of the guilty offender, appears by the law concerning 
sacrifices. 1. None were instituted for capital offences, as mur
der, idolatry, adultery, ojc. because the sinner himself was to be 
cut off": but for other sins, which although in strictness they de-
ser\'ed death, yet God, who was the King of Israel, was pleased 
to remit the forfeiture, and to accept the life of the sacrifice for 
the life of the sinner. 2. The guilty person was to offer a clean 
beast of his own; to signify the surrogatiou of it in his stead. 
For in the relation of a possessor he had a dominion over it, to 
apply it to that use. 3. The priest, or the person that offered, 
was to lay his hands on the head of the sacrifice, thereby conse
crating it to God, and devoting it in his stead to bear the punish
ment. For this reason it was called a sin, and a curse; Lev. 17. 
I I . 4. The confession of sin by the people, or the priest, as in 
the day of atonement signified that the guilt of all met on the 
sacrifice for expiation. 5. The blood was to be shed wherein 
the vital spirits are, an express representation what the sinner 
deserved: and that it was accepted for his life. 6. Lastly, the 
deprecating of God's anger was joined with the sacrifice. As 
when a man was slain, and the murderer was not found; the 
elders of the city next to the dead body, were to kill an heifer in 
a valley, and to pray that innocent blood might not be laid to 
their charge: othenvise the land could not be cleansed from the 
guilt of blood, but by the blood of the murderer. 

1st. The effects of these sacrifices declare their nature : * and 
they are answerable to their threefold respect, to God, to sin, to 
man. To God, that his anger might be appeased ;. to sin, that 
the fault might be expiated; to man, that the guilty person might 
obtain pardon, and freedom from punishment. Thus when a sa
crifice was duly offered, it is said to be of " a sweet savour unto 
the Lord," and to atone him. Lev. 1. 17. and the remission of 
sins, with the release of the sinner followed ? " The priest shall 

• Those eifects are expressed by "IDD aad HDPI with the Hebrews, and 
by iJuxtrjutoj, xa3«pio-]utoj, «ToXuVptotrij with the Greelts. 

Still Waters Revival Books - All Rights Reserved - www.PuritanDownloads.com 

http://www.PuritanDownloads.com


C I I A I ' . X I I I . n i K D I V I N E A T T R I B U T E S . 303 

exjiiate it," that is, dcjiaiativcly, " and it shall be forgiven him. 
Now tliere was a double guilt contracted by those that were un
der the Mosaical dispensation. 

1. Typical, from the breach of ceremonial constitution, which 
had no relation to morality. Such were natural pollutions, acci
dental diseases, the touching of a dead body, &c. which were 
esteemed vicious according to the law, and the defiled were ex
cluded from sacred and civil society. Now these impurities con
sidered in themselves, deserved no punishment. For involuntary 
and inevitable infirmities, and corporeal things, which do not in
fect the inward man, are the marks of our abject and weak state, 
but are not themselves sinful. Therefore ceremonial guilt was 
expiated by a ceremonial offering. For it is according to the 
nature of thiugs, that obligations should be dissolved by the same 
means, by which they are contracted. As therefore those pollu
tions were penal merely by the positive will of God ; so (the ex
ercise of his supreme right being tempered with wisdom and 
equity) he ordained that the guilt should be abolished by a sacri
fice, and tliat they should be fully restored to their former privi
leges. Thus the apostle tells us, Heb. 9. 13. that the blood of 
those sacrifices " sanctifies to the purifying the flesh, that is, 
communicated a legal purity to the offerers, and consequently a 
right to approach the holy place. Now the reason of these insti
tutions was, that the legal impurity might represent the true de
filements of sin, and the expiatory sacrifices prefigure that great 
and admirable oblation wliich should purge away all sin. 

2. A real guilt which respects the conscience, and was con
tracted from the breach of the moral law, and subjected the of
fender to dentil temporal and eternal. This could not be purged 
away by those sacrifices. For how is it possible the blood of a 
beast should cleanse tiie soul of a man, or content the justice of 
an offended God ? Nay on the contrary, they revived the guilt 
of sin, and reinforced the rigour of the law, and were a public 
profession of the miseiy of men: for this reason the law is called 
" the ministry of death." As the moral contained a declaration 
of our guilt, and God's right to punish, so all the parts of the 
ceremonial were either arguments and convictions of sin, or ima
ges of the punishment due for them. But as they had a relation 
to Christ who was their complement, so they signified the expia
tion of moral guilt by his sacrifice, and freed the sinner from that 
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temporal death to which he was hable ; as a representative of our 
freedom from eternal death by the blood of the cross. This will 
appear more clearly by considering, 1. That all kinds of placa
tory sacrifices are referred to Christ in the New Testament. 2. 
That all their effects are attributed to him in a sublimer and 
most perfect manner. He is called a lamb in the notion of a 
sacrifice, " The Lamb slain from the foundation of the world." 
Rev. 13. 8. A lamb was used in the expiation of moral and le
gal impurities. Lev. 5. 6. & 14. 12. He is called "our pass-
over that was sacrificed for us." 1 Cor. 5. 7. The Paschal 
Lamb in its first institution had an expiatory efficacy, Exod. 12. 
13. for God by looking on that blood, averted the destmction 
from the Israelites, which seized on the Egyptians. This was 
the reason of the prohibition, that none should go out of the 
house till the morning, lest they should be struck by the destroy
ing angel: not but that the angel could distinguish the Israelites 
from the Egyptians abroad, but it was typical, to show their se
curity was in being under the guard of the Lamb's blood, which 
was shed to spare theirs. Thus the apostle Peter tells us, 
1 Pet. 1. 19. " We are redeemed by the blood of the pure and 
perfect Lamb." And he was represented by the red heifer, 
whose ashes were the chief ingredient in the water of purification. 
" For if the blood of bulls and goats, and the ashes of an heifer 
sprinkling the unclean, sanctifieth to the purifying of the flesh, 
how much more shall the blood of Christ purge the conscience ?" 
Heb. 9. 13, 14. Especially the anniversary sacrifice, which was 
the abridgment and recapitulation of all the rest, had an eminent 
respect to Christ: the whole epistle to the Hebrews is tinctured 
with this divine doctrine. 

2dly. The effects of Christ's death are infinitely more excel
lent than those that proceeded from levitical sacrifices. " The 
law had a shadow of good things to come." Heb. 10. 1. But 
the real virtue and efficacy is only found in Christ. 

1. The averting of God's wrath is ascribed to his death; ac
cording to the words of the apostle. Rom. 3. 25, 26. " Whom 
God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his 
blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins that 
are past, through the forbearance of God, to declare, I say, at 
this time his'righteousness, that he might be just, and the justi
fier of him that believes in Jesus." A propitiation I'̂ xŝ piov, the 
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title of the mercy-seat, partly in regard it covered the tables of 
the law which were broke by us, to signify that by him pardon is 
procured for us, and principally because God was rendered pro
pitious by the sprinkling the blood of the sacrifice on it, and ex
hibited himself there, ^ on a throne of grace, favourable to his 
people. For this reason he gives the name of the figure to 
Christ, for he alone answers the charge of the law, and interpo
ses between justice and our guilt, and by his own blood hath re
conciled God to us. Now the design of God in this appointment 
was to " declare his righteousness;" that is, that glorious attri
bute that inclines him to punish sinners: for in the legal propi
tiations, although the guilt of men was publicly declared in the 
death of the sacrifices, yet the justice of God did not fully ap
pear, since he accepted the life of a beast in compensation for 
the life of a man: but in the death of Christ he hath given the 
most clear demonstration of his justice, a sufficient example of 
his hatred to sin, condemning and punishing it in the person of 
his beloved Son; that the whole world may acknowledge it was 
not from any inadvertency, but merely by the dispensation of his 
wisdom and goodness that he forbore so long. And by the death 
of Christ he hath declared that glorious mystery which no crea
ted understanding could ever have conceived, that he is inflexibly 
just, and will not suffer sin to pass unpunished, and that he jus
tifies those who are guilty in themselves, if by a purifying faith 
they receive Christ for pardon. The same apostle tells us, that 
Christ hath " given himself for us, * an offering and a sacrifice 
to God for a sweet smelling savour." Eph. 5. 2. He is quali
fied as a priest, whose office it was to present to God an offering 
for appeasing his anger; " he gave himself;" the oblation that 
is added to his death, gives the complete formality of a sacrifice 
to it; for it is the priest gives being to the sacrifice: and the ef
fect of it is, to be a sweet smelling savour to God, that is, to 
concihate his favour to us. The same phrase is applied to the 
sin-offering under the law. Wc may observe that upon this ac
count, our reconciliation to God is attributed to the death of 
Christ, in distinction from his glorified life: " for if when we 

* Upoa^opx ^irlx an allusion to the peace-offering and sin-offering; 
for the truth of both is in the death of Christ, which appeases God, aud ob
tains the blessings that depend on his favour. 
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were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of his Sen, 
nmch more being reconciled, wc shall be saved by his life," And 
the same apostle tells us," 2 Cor, 5, 19, that God was in 
" Christ reconciling the world to himself, not imputing their 
trespasses unto them ; we pray you therefore in Christ's stead, be 
reconciled to God," A double reconciliation is mentioned, that 
of God to men, and of men to God : the first is the ground of 
the apostle's exhortation, the latter the effect of it. The first 
was obtained by the death of Christ, who by imputation had our 
guilt transferred upon him, and consequently our punishment; 
and in consideration of it, God who is just and holy, is willing to 
pardon penitent believers. The latter is by the powerful working 
of the spirit, who assures men that are guilty, and therefore sus
picious and fearful of God's anger, that he is most willing to par
don them upon their rejjentance, since he hath in such an admi
rable manner found out the means to satisfy his justice. 

2. The true expiation of sin is the effect of Christ's death. 
He is called the Lamb of God, " that takes away the sins of the 
world." 1 John 29, Now sin may be taken away in two man
ners, 

(1.) By removing its guilt, and exempting the person that 
committed it from death ; and when this is effected, by enduring 
the punishment that was due to sin, it is properly exjjiation. 

(2.) By healing the coiTupt inclinations of the heart, from 
whence actual sins proceed. It is true, our Redeemer takes 
awav sin in both these respects : he delivers from the damnation 
and dominion of it: for he is made of God our " righteousness 
and sanctificatiou." I Cor. 1. 30. But the first sense is only 
convenient here : for it is evident that the Lamb took away sin, 
that is, the guilt of it, by dying instead of the sinner, and had no 
effect for the destroying the malignant habits of sin in the jierson 
who offered it. And it is more apparent, that this divine Lamb 
hath taken away the guilt of our sins, in that " he bore them iu his 
own body on the tree." 1 Pet. 2. 24. For the native force of 
the word aipeiv signifies, not only to take away, but to carry 
and bear, which applied to sin, is nothing else but to suffer the 
penalty of it. And it is to be observed, when cleansing, purify
ing, and washing are attributed to the blood of Christ, they have 
an immediate respect to the guilt of sin, and declare its eliicacy 
to take off the obligation to punishment. Thus it is said (1 John 
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1. 7.) that his "blood cleanseth from all sin : and that it pur-
geth the conscience from dead works;" Hel). 9. 4. and that "we 
are washed from our suis in his blood." Rev. 1. 6. The fre
quent sprinklings and purifications with water under the law, 
prefigured our cleansing from the defilements of sin by the grace 
of the spirit; but the shedding of the blood of sacrifices was to 
purge away sins so far as they were made liable to a curse. 

(3.) Our exemption from punishment, and our restoration to 
communion with God in grace and glory is the fruit of his ex
piating sin. For this reason the blood of the Mediator " speaks 
better things than that of Abel." Heb. 12.24. For that cried 
for revenge against the murderer, but his procures remission to 
believers. And as the just desert of sin is separation from the 
presence of God, who is the fountain of felicity; so when the 
guilt is taken awaj-, the person is received into God's favour and 
fellowship. A representation of this is set down ui the 24th of 
Exodus, where we have described the manner of dedicating the 
covenant bctv/cen God and Israel by bloody sacrifices: after 
Moses had finished the offering, and sprinkled the blood on the 
altar and the people, the Elders of Israel who were forbid before 
to approach near to the Lord, v/ere then invited to come into his 
presence, and in token of reconciliation feasted before him. 
Thus the eternal covenant is established by the blood of the Me
diator, and all the benefits it contains, as remission of sins, free
dom to draw near to the throne of grace, and the enjoyment of 
God in glory, are the fruits of his reconciling sacrifice. 

The sum of all is this, that as under the law God was not ap
peased without shedding of blood, nor sin expiated without 
suffering the punishment, nor the sinner pardoned without the 
substitution of a sacrifice; so all these are eminently accom
plished in the death of Christ. He reconciled God to us by his 
most precious blood, and expiated sin by enduring the curse, 
and hath procured our pardon by being " made sin for us." So 
that it is most evident, that the proper and direct end of the 
death of Christ was, that God might exercise his mercy to the 
guilty sinner in a way that is honourable to his justice. 

It is objected, that if God from infinite mercy gave his Son to 
us, then antecedently to the coming of Christ he had the highest 
love for mankind, and consequently there was no need that Christ 
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by his death should satisfy justice, to reconcile him to us. But 
a clear answer may be given to this by considering. 

That anger and love are consistent at the same time, and may 
in several respects be terminated on the same subject, A father 
resents a double affection towards a rebellious son; he loves him 
as his son, is angry with him as disobedient. Thus in our lapsed 
state, God had compassion on us as his creatures, and was angry 
with us as sinners. As the injured party he laid aside his anger, 
but as the preserver of justice he required satisfaction. 

We must distingush between a love of good-will and compas
sion, and a love of complacency. The first is that which moved 
God to ordain the means, that without prejudice to his other 
perfections he might confer pardon and idl spiritual benefits upon 
us : the other is that whereby he delights in us being reconciled 
to him, and renewed according to his image. The first sup
poses , him placable, the latter that he is appeased. There is a 
visible instance of this in the case of Job's friends. The Lord 
said to Eliphaz the Temanite, Job 42. 7, 8, " my anger is kin
dled against thee, and thy two friends; because ye have not 
spoken of me the things that are right, as my servant Job," 
Here is a declaration of God's anger, yet with the mixture of 
love: for it follows, " therefore take unto you now seven bul
locks, and seven rams, and go to my servant Job, and offer up 
for yourselves a burnt-offering, and my servant Job shall pray for 
you, for him will I accept," He loved them when he directed 
the way that they might be restored to his favour; yet he was 
not reconciled, for then there had been no need of sacrifices to 
atone his anger. 

It is fiirther objected, that supposing the satisfaction of Christ 
to justice, both the freeness and greatness of God's love in par
doning sinners, will be much lessened. But it will appear that 
the divine mercy is not prejudiced in either of those respects. 

1. The freeness of God's love is not diminished, for that is the 
original mover in our salvation, and hath no cause above it, to 
excite or draw it forth, but merely arises from his ovm will. This 
love is so absolute, that it hath no respect to the sufferings of 
Christ as Mediator: for God so " loved the world, that he gave 
his Son to die for us." Rom. 9, 18, And that which is the 
effect and testimony of his love, cannot be the impulsive cans? 

Still Waters Revival Books - All Rights Reserved - www.PuritanDownloads.com 

http://www.PuritanDownloads.com


CHAP. Xl ir . THE DIVINE ATTRIBUTES. 369 

of it. This first love of God to man is commended to us in 
Christ, who is the medium to bring it honourably about. 

2. Grace in scripture is never opposed to Christ's merits, but 
to ours. If we had made satisfaQtion, justice itself had absolved 
us. For the law having two parts, the command of our duty 
which consists in a moral good, and the sanction of the punish
ment that is a physical evil; to do, or to suffer is necessary, not 
both: or, if we had provided a surety, such as the judge could 
not reject, we had been infinitely obliged to him, but not to the 
favour of the judge. But it is otherwise here. God sent the 
Reconciler when we were enemies, and the pardon that is dis
pensed to us upon the account of his sufFerings, is the effect of 
mere mercy. " We a i ^ justified freely by his grace, through the 
redemption that is in Jesus Christ." * It is pure, love that ap
pointed and accepted, that imputes and applies his righteousness 
to us. 

And as t'na.freeness, so the riches of his mercy is not lessened 
by the satisfaction Christ made for us. It-is true, we have a 
pattern of God's justice, never to be paralleled, in the death of 
Christ: but to the severity of justice towards his only beloved 
Son, his clemency towards us guilty rebels is fully commensurate. 
For he pardons us without the expence of one drop of our blood, 
though the soul of Christ was poured forth as an offering for 
sin. Nay hereby the divine clemency is more commended, than 
by an absolute forgiveness of sin, without respect to satisfaction. 
For the honour of God being concerned in the punishment of 
sin, that man might not continue under a sad obligation to it, 
he was pleased, by the astonishing wonder of his Son's death, to 
vindicate his glory, that repenting believers may be justified be
fore him. Thus in an admirable manner he satisfies justice, and 
exalts mercy: and this could have been no other way effected; 
for if he had by mere sovereignty dissolved our guilt, and by his 
Spirit renewed his image in us, his love had eminently appeared, 
but his justice had not been glorified. But in our redemption 
they are both infinitely magnified; his love could give no more 
than the life of his Son, and justice required no less : for death 

* non pugnat cum ea satisfactione, quae libere admitti-
tur cum posset repudiari, & ad quam is qui heneficio aiScitur nibil ipse con-
tulit, quorum utrumque accidit in Cbristi pro nobis satisfactione. Grot. 
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" being the wages of sin," there could be no satisfaction without 
the death of our Redeemer. 

CHAP. XIV. 

The completeness of Christ's satisfaction proved from the canses and effect) 
of it. The causes are the quality of his person, and degrees of his suffer
ings. The effects are his resurrection, ascension, intercession at God's 
right hand, and his exercising the supreme power in heaven and earth. 
The excellent benefits which God reconciled bestows on men, are the ef
fects and evidences of his complete satisfaction. They are pardon of sin, 
grace, and glory. That repentance and faith are required, in order to the 
partaking of the benefits purchased by Christ's death, doth not lessen the 
merit of his sufferings. That aSlictions and death are inflicted on believer3, 
doth not derogate from their all-sufficiency. 

THE next thing to be considered, is the completeness of the 
satisfaction that Christ hath made, by which it will appear that 
God's justice as well as mercy is fully glorified in his sufferings. 
For the proof of this I will, 

I. Consider the causes from whence the completeness of his 
satisfaction arises. 

II. The effects tbat proceed from it, which are convincing evi
dences that God is fully appeased. The causes of his complete 
satisfaction are two. 

1. The quality of his person derives an infinite value to his 
obedient sufferings. Our surety was equally God, and as truly 
infinite in his perfections as the Father, who was provoked by 
our sins, therefore he was able to make satisfaction for them. 
He is the Son of God, not merely in virtue of his office, or the 
special favour of God, for on such accounts that title is commu
nicated to others; " but his only Son" by nature. The sole 
pre-eminence in gifts and dignity would give him the title of 
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the first born," but not deprive them of the quality of brethren. 
Now the wisdom and justice of all nations agree, that punish
ments receive their estimate from the quality of the persons that 
suffer. The poet observes. 

Plutis enim dccii, quam qui scrvaniur ah illis. J U V E N . 

That the death of a virtuous person is more precious than of 
legions. Of what inestimable value then is the death of Christ, 
and how worthy a ransom for lost mankind. For although the 
Deity is impassible, yet he that was a divine person suffered. 
A king suffers more than a private person, although the strokes 
directly inflicted on his body, cannot immediately reach his ho
nour. And it is specially to be observed, that the efficacy of 
Christ's blood is ascribed to his divine nature : this the apostle 
declares. Col. 1. 14. " In whom we have redemption through 
his blood, even the forgiveness of sins, who is the image of the 
invisible God :" not an artificial image which imperfectly repre
sents the original; as a picture that sets forth the colour and 
figure of a man, but not his life and nature: but the essential 
and exact image of his Father, that expresses all his glorious 
perfections in their immensity and eternity. This is testified 
expressly in Heb. 1.3. " The Son of God, the brightness of his 
glory, and the express image of his person, having purged by 
himself our sins, is set down on the right hand of the majesty on 
high." From hence arises the infinite difference between the 
sacrifices of the law, and Christ's, in the value and virtue. This 
with admirable emphasis is set down in Heb. 9. 13, 14. " For 
if the blood of bulls and of goats, and the ashes of an heifer 
sprinkling the unclean, sanctifieth to the purification of the flesh ; 
how much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the 
eternal Spirit offered himself without spat to God, purge your 
consciences from dead works to serve the living God ?" Wherein 
the apostle makes a double hypothesis; 1. That the legal sa-
criSces were ineffectual to purify from real guilt. 2. That by 
their typical cleansing, they signifi.ed the washing away of mora! 
guilt by the blood of Christ. 

Their insufficiency to expiate sin, appears, if we consider the 
subject. Sin is to be expiated in the same nature wherein it was 
i-o!mT>.'ttpd, Me-" the beasts arc of an inferior rank, and have 
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no communion with man in his nature: or, if we consider the 
object, God was provoked by sin, and he is a spirit, and not to 
be appeased by gross material things : his wisdom requires that a 
rational sacrifice should expiate the guilt of a rational creature : 
and justice is not satisfied without a proportion between the 
guilt and the punishment. This weakness and insufficiency of 
the legal sacrifices to expiate sin, is evident from their vaiiety 
and repetition : for if full remission had been obtained, " the 
worshippers once purged, should have had no more conscience 
of sin." Heb. 10. 2. It is the sense of guilt, and the fear of 
condemnation that required the renewing of the sacrifice. Now 
under the law, the ministry of the priests never came to a period 
or perfection. The millions of sacrifices in all ages from the 
erecting the tabernacle to the coming of Christ, had not virtue 
to expiate one sin. They were only shadows which could give 
no refreshment to the inflamed conscience, but as they depended 
on Christ, the body and substance of them. But the Son of 
God, who " offered himself up by the Eternal Spirit to the Fa
ther," is a sacrifice not only intelligent and reasonable, but in
comparably more precious than the most noble creatures in earth, 
or in heaven itself. He was priest and sacrifice in respect of 
both his natures ; his entire person was the offerer and offering : 
therefore the apostle from the excellency of his sacrifice, infers 
the unity of its oblation, and from thence concludes its efficacy. 
" Christ did not by the blood of bulls and goats, but by his own 
blood he entered in once into the holy place, having obtained 
eternal redemption for us : and by one offering he hath for ever 
perfected them who are sanctified." Heb. 10. 14. Upon this 
account God promised in the new covenant, " that their sins 
and iniquities he would remember no more," having received 
complete satisfaction by the sufferings of his Son. ^t is now 
said that " once in the end of the world hath he appeared, to 
put away sin by the sacrifice of himself. And as it is appointed 
for all men once to die, and after death comes judgment, so 
Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many, and unto them 
that look for him shall he appear the second time without sin." 
Heb. 9. 26, 27, 28. As there is no other natural death to suffer 
between death and judgment, so there is no other propitiatory 
sacrifice between his all-sufficient death on the cross, and the last 
coming of our Redeemer. 
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There is one consideration I shall add, to show the great dif: 
ference between legal sacrifices, and the death of Christ, as to 
its saving virtue. The law absolutely forbids the eating of blood, 
and the peoples tasting of the sin-offerings; to signify the im
perfection of those sacrifices. For since they were consumed in 
their consecration to God's justice, and nothing was left for the 
nourishment of the offerers ; it was a sign they could not appease 
God. The offerers had communion with them when they brought 
them to the altar, and in a manner derived their guilt to them, 
but they had no virtue by them in coming from it. The sinner 
conveyed death to the sacrifice, but did not receive life from it. 
But Christ, the Lamb of God, was not swallowed up in his of
fering to divine justice : it is his peculiar glory that he hath 
completely made satisfaction. We may feed upon the flesh of 
this precious victim, and drink his blood. As he entered into 
communion of death with us, so we are partakers of life by him. 

2. The completeness of his satisfaction is grounded on the de
grees of his sufferings. There was no defect in the payments he 
made. We owed a debt of blood to the law, and his life was 
offered up as a sacrifice: otherwise the law had remained in its 
full vigour, and justice had been unsatisfied. That a divine per
son hath suffered our punishment, is properly the reason of our 
redemption. As it is not the quality of the surety that releases 
the debtor from prison, but the payment which he makes in his 
name. " The blood of Christ shed," Mat. 26. 28. poured foreh 
from his veins, and offered up to God, in that precise considera
tion, ratifies the New Testament. The sum is, our Saviour by 
his death suffered tbe malediction of the law, and his divine na
ture gave a full value to his sufferings, so that the satisfaction 
proceeding from them, was not merely ex pacta, as brass money 
is current by composition; but ex merito, as pure gold hath an 
intrinsic worth: and God who was infinitely provoked, is infi
nitely pleased. 

IL The effects and evidences of his complete satisfaction are, 
1. His resurrection from the grave. For if we consider the 

Lord Christ in the quality of our surety, he satisfied the law in 
his death : and having made complete payment of our debt, he 
received acquittance in his resurrection. His death appeased 
God, his resurrection assures men. As he rose himself, so in 
one concurrent action God is said " to raise him." Rom. 6. 4, 
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He was released from the grave, as from prison, by public sen
tence ; which is an indubitable argument of the validity and ac
ceptance of the payment made by him in our name. For being 
under such bonds as the justice and power of God, he could 
never have " loosed the pains of death," Act 2. 24. if his suffer
ings had not been fully satisfactory, and received by him for our 
discharge. And it is observable, that the raising of Christ is 
ascribed to God as reconciled; " now the God of peace, who 
brought again from the dead the gieat Shepherd of the sheep, 
through the blood of the everlasting covenant." Heb. 13. 20. 
The divine power was not put forth till God was pacified. Jus
tice incensed, exposed him to death ; and justice appeased, freed 
him from the dead. And his resurrection is attributed to his 
blood, that being the full price of his and our liberty. In short, 
when inflexible justice ceases to punish, there is the strongest 
proof it is satisfied, 

2. His ascent into heaven, and intercession for ns, prove the 
completeness and all-sufficiency of his sacrifice. If he had been 
excluded from the divine presence, there had been just cause to 
suspect that anger had been still remaining in God's breast; but 
his admission into heaven is an infallible testimony that God is 
reconciled. This our Saviour produces as the argument by which 
the Holy Ghost will overcome the guilty fears of men; " he 
shall convince the world of righteousness, because I go to my 
Father." John 16. 10. Christ in his suffering was mnnbered 
among transgressors ; he died as a guilty person, not only in re
spect of the calumnies of men, but the curse of the law, and the 
wrath of God, which then appeared inexorable against sin. But 
having overcome death, and broke through the weight of the 
law, and retired to his Father, he made apparent the innocency 
of his righteous person, and that a complete righteousness is 
acquired by his sufferings, sufficient to justify all that shall truly 
accept of it. 

This will be more evident, by considering his entry into hea
ven as the true High-Priest, who carried the blood of the new 
covenant into the celestial sanctuary. For the opening this, we 
are to consider there are two parts of the priestly office. 

First. To offer sacrifice. 
Secondly. To make intercession for the people by virtue of the 

sacrifice. This was performed by the highpriest in the feast of 
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atonement, which was celebrated in the month Jhri. Lev. 16. 
14, 13. The oblation of the sacrifices was without, at the altar: 
the intercession was made in the holy of holies, into which none 
might enter but the highpriest once a year. And first, he must 
expiate his own sins, and the sins of the people by sacrifices, 
before he could remove the veil, and enter into that sacred and 
venerable place, where no sinner had right to appear. Then he 
was to present the precious incense, Heb. 9. 4. and the blood of 
the sacrifices, to render God favourable to them. Now these 
were shadows of what Christ was to perform. The holy of ho
lies was the type of the third heaven, in its situation, quality 
and furniture. For it was the most secret part of the tabernacle, 
separated by a double veil, by that which was between it and 
the first sanctuary, and by another that distinguished the first 
from the outward court. Thus the heaven of heavens is the 
most distant part of the universe, and separated from the lower 
world, by the starry heaven, and by the airy region, which 
leaches down to the earth. Besides, the most holy part of the 
tabernacle was inaccessible to sinners : as heaven is styled by the 
apostle the place " of inaccessible light." And it was the throne 
of God where he reigned: according to the language of the 
psalmist, " he dwelt between the chenibims." Psal. 80. 1. The 
figures of the cherubims represented the mjriads of holy angels, 
that adore the incomprehensible Deity, and are always ready to 
execute his commands. The tables of the law were a symbol of 
that infinite wisdom aud holiness which ordained them : and the 
highpriest's entering with the blood of the sacrifice, and carrying 
with him all the tribes of Israel" upon his breast, signified that 
Jesus Christ the true highpriest after he had really expiated sin 
by his divine sacrifice in the lower world, should enter into the 
eternal sanctuary with his own blood, and introduce with him 
all his people. Of this there was a mai-vellous sign given : for 
in the same moment that Christ expired, the veil of the temple 
that separated the oracle from the first part, was rent from the 
top to the bottom; to signify that the true High-Priest had 
authority and right to enter into heaven itself. And the special 
end of his ascending is expressed by the apostle, Heb. 9. 24. 
" For Christ is not entered into the holy places made with hands, 
which are the figures of the true; but into heaven itself, now to 
appear in the presence of God for us." As the highpriest niighf 
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not enter into that sacred and terrible place, nor could propitiate 
God without sprinkling the blood of the slain sacrifice : so our 
Redeemer first performed what was necessary for the expiation 
of sin, and then passed through the visible heavens, and ascended 
before the throne of God to appear as our advocate. He made 
an oblation of himself on the earth before he could make inter
cession for us in heaven, which is the consummation of his 
priestly office. The first was a proper sacrifice, the second is a 
commemoration of it: therefore he is said " to appear before his 
Father by sacrifice." Heb. 9. 26. 

Besides what hath been discoursed of the order and depend
ance of these parts of his priestly office, which proves that he 
had accomplished the expiation of sin, before he was admitted 
into heaven to intercede for us; there are two other considera
tions which manifest the completeness of his satisfaction. 

(1.) The manner of it. He doth not appear in the form of a 
suppliant upon his knees before the throne, offering up tears and 
strong cries as in the day of his flesh, but " he sits at God's 
right hand making intercession for us." He solicits our salva
tion, not as a pure favour to him, but as the price of his suffer
ings, and as due to his infinite merit. His blood in the same 
manner pleads for our pardon, as the blood of righteous Abel 
called for vengeance against the murderer: not by an articulate 
voice, but by suing to justice for a full recompence of it. In 
short, his intercession is the continual representation of his most 
worthy passion. 

(2.) The omnipotent effuiacy of his intercession proves that 
God is fully satisfied. He frees us from the greatest evils, and 
obtains for us the greatest good in quality of Mediator. " If 
any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ 
the righteous; and he is the propitiation for our sins, and not 
for ours only, but for the sins of the whole world." 1 John 2. 2. 
He disarms the anger of God, and hinders the effects of his in
dignation against repenting sinners. Now the prevalency of his 
mediation is grounded on the perfection of his sacrifice. The 
blessedness of heaven is conferred on believers according to his 
will, " Father, I will that those whom thou hast given me, be 
with me where I am, to see my glory." John 17. 24. His re
quest is effectual, not only because he is God's Son, and in 
highest favour with him, but for his meritorious sufferings. 
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It is for tliis reason that the oifice of Mediator is incommuni
cable to any creature. " There is one God, and one Mediator 
between God and man, the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself 
a ransom for all." 1 Tim. 2. 5. The apostle makes a parallel 
between the unity of the Mediator, and of the Deity, which is 
most sacred and inviolable. For the right of intercession, as it 
is an authoritative act, is founded in redemption; they cannot 
be divided. And we may observe by the way, how the popish 
doctrine that erects as many advocates, as angels, or saints, or 
whoever are canonized, is guilty of impiety and folly: of impiety, 
in taking the sovereign crown from the head of Christ to adorn 
others with it, as if they had more credit with God, or compas
sion for men : and of folly, in expecting benefits by their inter
cession, who have no satisfactory merit to purchase them. The 
numerous advocates that are conceived by superstitious persons 
in their fancies, are like the counterfeit suns, that are drawn in 
the clouds by reflection as in a glass : * which although they 
shine with a considerable brightness, yet they are only suns in 
appearance, and derive no quickening influences to the earth. 
The blessed spirits above, who enjoy a dependant light from the 
Sun of Righteousnes, yet convey no benefits to men by merito
rious interceding for them. We obtain grace and glory only 
upon the requests of our Redeemer. Briefly, the acts of his 
priesthood respect the attributes, which in a special manner are 
to be glorified in our salvation. By his death he made satisfac
tion to justice, by his intercession he solicits mercy for us; and 
they both join together with the same readiness and warmth to 
dispense the benefits which he purchased for his people. 

3. The completeness of his satisfaction is fully proved by the 
glorious issue of his sufferings. This will be most evident by 
considering the connexion and dependance which his glory hath 
upon his humiliation : and that is twofold. 

(1.) A dependance of order. HLs abasement and sufferings 
were to precede his majesty and power: as in nature things pass 
from a lower state to perfection. This order was necessary: for 
being originally " in the form of God," it was impossible he 
jihould be advanced, if he did not voluntarily descend from his 

* Non totum imitantur, sed imagincm ejus, fignramq; cseterum nil i i l ha-
ijent ardoriE, hebctes & languid i . Sen. Nat. Qutest. 
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glory, that so he might be capable of exaltation. * He was first 
made " a little lower than the angels, and after raised above 
them." 

(2.) A dependance of efficacy. Glory is the reward of his suf
fering. This is expressly declared by the apostle; " Christ hum
bled himself, and became obedient to the death of the cross: 
wherefore God bath highly exalted him, and given him a name 
above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should 
bow;" the mark of that homage that all creatures pay to him. 
This exaltation is correspondent to the degrees of his abasement. 
His body was restored to Ufe and immortality, and ascended on 
a bright cloud. God's chariot being attended with angels, " and 
the everlasting gates opened to receive the king of glory," he is 
set down " at the right hand of the throne of the majesty in 
heaven,". Heb. 8. 1. this signifies that divine dignity to which 
he is advanced, next to his Father. For God being an infinite 
spirit, hath neither right nor left hand in strict sense. Our Re
deemer's honour is the same, and his empire of the same extent 
with his Father's. Thus the apostle interprets the words of the 
psalmist, Psal. 110. 1. that the " Messiah should sit at the right 
hand of God, till he made his enemies bis footstool, by reigning; 
for he must reign till he hath put all his enemies under his feet." 
1 Cor. 15. 25. 

And St. Peter tells us, '• that the Father hath made him Lord 
and Christ:" that is, by a sovereign trust hath committed to 
him the government of the church, and the world : not divesting 
himself of his essential dominion, but exercising it by Christ. 
The height of this dignity is emphatically set forth by the apos
tle, Eph. 1.21. "The Father hath seated him at his own 
right hand in the heavenly places, far above all principalities, 
and powers, and might, and dominion," (which titles signify the 
several degrees of glory among the angels) " and every name 
that is named not only in this world, but that which is to come:" 
that is, hath given him a transcendent and incommunicable 
glory; the use of names being to signify the quality of persons. 
In short, he is made the head of the church, and judge of the 
world : angels and men shall stand before the tribunal, and re¬

* Cui nihil ad augendnm fastiginm super est, hie uno modo crescerc potest, 

si se ipse submittat, sccurus magnitudinis suae. Plin. Pttrtegyr. 
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ceive their eternal decision from him. Now in the economy of 
our Mediator, his humiliation was the cause of his exaltation up
on a double account: 

1st. As the death of Christ was an expression of such humi
lity, such admirable obedience to God, such divine love to men, 
that it was perfectly pleasing to his Father, and his power being 
equal to his love, he infinitely rewarded it. 

2dly. The death of Christ was for satisfaction to justice, and 
when he had done that work he was to enter into rest. " It be
hoved Christ to suffer, and to enter into glory." Luke 24. 26. 
It is true, divine honour was due to him upon another title, as 
the Son of God: but the receiving of it was deferred by dispen
sation for a time. First he must redeem us, and then reign. 
The scripture is very clear in referring his actual possession of 
glory, as the just consequent to his complete expiation of sin, 
Heb. 1.3. " When by himself he had purged our sins, he sat 
down on the right hand of the majesty on high. And after he 
had made one sacrifice for sins, for ever sat down on the right 
hand of God." Heb. 10. 12. 

And not only the will of the Father, but the nature of the 
thing itself required this way of proceeding. For Jesus Christ 
by voluntary susception undertaking to satisfy the law for us, as 
he was obliged to suffer what was necessary in order to our re
demption, so it was reasonable after justice was satisfied, that the 
human nature should be freed from its infirmities, and the glory 
of his divine be so conspicuous, " that every tongue should con
fess that" Jesus who was despised on earth, is supreme Lord. 
The apostle sums up all together in that triumphant challenge, 
Rom. 8. 34, 35. " Who shall lay any thing to the charge of 
God's elect ? It is God that justifies, who is he that condemn-
cth ? It is Christ that died, yea rather that is risen again; who 
is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession 
for us." 

4. The excellent benefits which God reconciled bestows upon 
us, are the effects and evidences of the completeness of Christ's 
satisfaction : and these are pardon of sin, grace and glory. The 
apostle tells us, Heb. 7- 19. that "the law made nothing per
fect:" all its sacrifices and ceremonies could not expiate the 
guilt, nor cleanse the stain of sin, nor open heaven for us: which 
three are requisite to our perfection. But " Christ by one offer-
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ing hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified:" Heb. 10. 
14. By him we obtain full justification, renovation and commu
nion with God: therefore his sacrifice, the meritorious cause of 
procuring them, must be perfect. 

1. Our justification is the effect of his death : for the obliga
tion of the law is made void by it. " God forgives our tres
passes, blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was 
against us," and took it " out of the way, nailing it to his 
cross." Col. 2. 14. The terms are used, that are proper to the 
cancelling a civil bond. The killing letter of the law is abolish
ed by the blood of the cross, the nails and the spear have rent it 
in pieces; to signify that its condemning power is taken away. 

Now the infinite virtue of his death in taking away the guilt of 
sin will more fiilly appear, if we consider: 

(1.) That it hath procured pardon for sins committed in all 
ages of the world. Without the intervention of a sacrifice, God 
would not pardon, and the most costly that were offered up by 
sinners, were of no value to make compensation to justice: but 
the blood of Christ was the only propitiation for sins committed 
before his coming. The apostle tells us, Heb. 9. 25, 26. " He 
was not obliged to offer himself often, as the highpriest entered 
into the holy place every year with the blood of others, but now 
once in the end of the world hath he appeared to put away sin, 
by the sacrifice of himself." The direct sense of the words is, 
that the virtue of his sacrifice extended itself to all times : for 
otherwise in regard men have always needed propitiation, he 
must have suffered often since the creation of the world. And if 
it be asked, how his death had a saving influence before he ac
tually suffered ? The answer is clear: we must consider the 
death of Christ, not as a natural, but moral cause: it is not as a 
medicine that heals, but as a ransom that frees a captive. Na
tural causes operate nothing before their real existence; but it is 
not necessary that moral causes should have an actual being: it 
is sufficient that they shall be, and that the person with whom 
they are effectual, accept the promise. As a captive is released 
upon assurance given that he will send his ransom, though it is 
not actually deposited. Thus the death of Christ was available 
to purchase pardon for believers before his coming; for he inter
posed as their surety, and God, to whom all things are present, 
knew the accomplishment of it in the appointed time. He is 
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therefore called the " Lamb slain from the foundation of the 
world," Rev. 13. 8. not only in respect of God's decree, but his 
efficacy. The salvation we derive from him, was ever in him. 
He appeared under the empire of Augustus, and died under Ti
berius, but he was a Redeemer in all ages, otherwise the compa
rison were not just, that as by " Adam all die, so by Christ all 
are made alive." 1 Cor. 15. 12. 

It is true, under the Old Testament they had not a clear 
knowledge of him, yet they enjoyed the benefit of his unvalued 
sufferings. For the medium by which the benefits our Redeemer 
purchased, are conveyed to men, is not the exact knowledge of 
what he did and suffered, but sincere faith in the promise of 
God. Now the divine revelation being the mle and measure of 
our faith, such a degree was sufficient to salvation, as answered 
the general discovery of grace. Believers depended upon God's 
goodness to pardon them in such a way as was honourable to his 
justice. They had some general knowledge that the Messiah 
should come, and bring salvation : " Abraham rejoiced to see the 
day of Christ: Moses valued the afflictions of Christ, more than 
the treasures of Egypt." And believers in general are described 
to be " waiters for the consolation of Israel." In short, the Jew
ish and christian church are essentially one; they differ no more 
than the moming and evening star, which is the same, but is di
versely called, from its appearance before the sun-rising or after 
its setting: so our faith respects a Saviour that is past, theirs 
respected him as to come. 

Besides, the saving virtue of his death as it reaches to tdl for
mer, so to all succeeding ages. " He is the same, yesterday, to
day, and for ever," Heb. 13. 8. not only in respect of his per
son, but his office. The virtue of the legal sacrifices expired 
with the offering : upon a new sin they were repeated. Their 
imperfection is argued from their repetition. But the precious 
oblation of Christ hath an everlasting efficacy to obtain full par
don for believers. His blood is as powerful to propitiate God, as 
if it were this day shed upon the cross. " He is able to save to 
perpetuity all that shall address to God by him ; since he ever 
lives to make intercession." The pardon that he once purcha
sed, shall ever be applied to contrite believers. The covenant 
that was sealed with his blood is eternal, and the mercies con 
tained in it. 
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(2.) The perfection of his sacrifice is evident, by its expiating 
universally the guilt of all transgiessions. It is true, sins in their 
own nature are different; some have a crimson guilt attending 
them, and accordingly conscience should be affected : but the 
grace of the gospel makes no difference. The apostle tells us, 
that " the blood of Christ cleanseth from all sins :" whatever the 
kinds, degrees and circumstances are. As the deluge overflowed 
the highest mountains, as well as the least hill; so pardoning 
mercy covers sins of the first magnitude as well as the smallest. 
Under the law, one sacrifice could expiate but one oftence, though 
but against a carnal commandment; but this one washes away 
the guilt of all sins against the moral law. And in that dispen
sation no sacrifices were instituted for idolatry, adultery, murder, 
and other crimes; which were certainly punished with death. 
But under the gospel, sins of what quality soever, if repented of, 
are pardoned. The apostle having reckoned up idolaters, adul
terers, and many other notorious sinners that shall not inherit 
the kingdom of heaven, tells the Corinthians, I Cor. 6. 11. that 
" such were some of them ; but they were sanctiSed, and justi
fied in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ." It is true, those 
who sin against the Holy Ghost, are excepted from pardon : but 
the reason is, because the death of Christ was not appointed for 
the expiation of it: and there being no sacrifice, there is no sa
tisfaction, Heb. 10. 26. and consequently no pardon. The wis
dom and justice of God requires this severity against them : " for 
if he that despised Moses' law died without mercy, of how much 
sorer punishment shall he be thought worthy, who hath trodden 
under foot the Son of God, and hath counted the blood of the 
covenant wherewith he was sanctified an unholy thing, and hath 
done despite to the spirit of grace? Heb. 10. 28, 29. that is, 
they renounce their Redeemer as if he were not the Son of God, 
and virtually consent to the cruel sentence passed against him, as 
if he had blasphemed when he declared himself to be so, and 
thereby out-sin his sufferings. How reasonable is it they should 
be for ever deprived of the benefits, who obstinately reject the 
means that purchased them ? 

2. The death of Christ hath procured giace for men. We 
made a forfeiture of our original holiness, and were righteously 
deprived of it. And till divine justice was appeased, all influen
ces of grace were suspended. Now the death of Christ opened 
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heaven, and brought down the spirit, who is the principle of re
novation in us. " The world lay in wickedness," 1 John 2. 19. 
as a carcass in the grave, insensible of its horror and corruption. 
The holy spirit hath inspired it with a new life, and by a mar
vellous change hath caused purity to succeed pollution. 

3. The receiving believers into heaven is a convincing proof of 
the all-sufficiency of his sacrifice. For justice will not permit 
that glory and immortality, which are the privileges of the righ
teous, should be given to guilty and defiled creatures. Therefore 
our Saviour's first and greatest work was to remove the bar that 
excluded us from the place of felicity. It is more difficult to 
justify a sinner, than to glorify a saint. The goodness of God 
inclines him to bestow happiness on those who are not obnoxious 
to the law; but his justice was to be atoned by sufferings. Now 
what stronger argument can there be, that God is infinitely plea
sed with what his Son hath done and suffered for his people, 
than the taking of them into his presence to see his glory ? The 
apostle sets down this order in the work of our redemption, 
Heb. 5. 9. "That Christ being made perfect by sufferings;" 
that is, having consummated that part of his office which res
pected the expiation of sin, " he became the author of eternal 
salvation to all that obey him." To sum up all, it is obsei-vable, 
that the scripture attributes to the death of Christ, not only sa
tisfaction, whereby we are redeemed from punishment; but such 
a redundant merit, as purchases for us adoption, aud all the glo
rious prerogatives of the children of God. Upon these accounts 
his blood hath a double efficacy. Gal. 3. 4, 5. As the " blood 
of the covenant," it procured our peace, Heb. 13. 20. as the 
" blood of the Testament," Luke 22. 20. it conveys to us a title 
to heaven itself; according to that of St. Paul. Heb. 10. 19. 
" We have boldness to enter into the holiest by his blood." 

1 will remove two slender prejudices against the doctrine: 
1st. That repentance and faith are required in order to the 

partaking of the precious benefits which Christ hath purchased, 
doth not lessen the merit of his death, and the completeness of 
the satisfaction made to God by it. For we must consider: 

There ia a great difference between the payment of that which 
the law requires by the debtor, and the payment of that which was 
not in the original obligation by another in his stead. Upon the 
payment of the first, actual freedom immediately follows. If a 
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debtor pays tbe sum he owes, or a criminal endures the punish
ment of the law, they are actually discharged, and never liable to 
be sued or suffer again. But when the sum that the law re
quires is not paid, but something else, by another; the release of 
the guilty is suspended upon those conditions, which he that 
freely makes satisfaction, and the governor who by favour ac
cepts it, are pleased to appoint. Now it is thus in the transac
tion of our redemption : Christ laid down his life for us, and this 
was not the very thing in strict sense that the law required ; for 
according to the threatening, " the soul that sins shall die;" the 
deUnquent in his own person was to suffer the penalty: and there 
was no necessity natural or moral that obliged God to admit of 
his satisfaction for our discharge, but in rigour of justice he 
might refuse it. If the law had expressed that the sinner or his 
surety should suffer, there had been no need of a " better cove
nant." But in this the grace of God so illustriously appears, 
that by his appointment the punishment of the guilty was trans
ferred to the innocent, who voluntarily undertook for them. In 
this respect God truly pardons sin, though he received entire sa
tisfaction ; for he might in right have refused it. 

Now these things being supposed, although the blood of 
Christ was a price so precious that it can only be valued by God 
that received it, and might worthily have redeemed a thousand 
worlds; yet the effects of it are to be dispensed according to the 
eternal covenant between the Father and the Son, and the tenor 
of it is revealed in the gospel, viz. that repentance and faith are 
the conditions, upon which the obtaining pardon of sin, and all 
the blessings which are the consequence of it, depends : thus 
Christ who makes satisfaction, and God that accepts it, declare. 
The commission of the apostles from his own mouth, was, to 
preach " repentance and remission of sins in his name to all na
tions, Luke 24. 47. and he was "exalted by God to be a 
Prince, a Saviour, for to give repentance to Israel, and forgive
ness of sins." Acts 5. 31. 

The establishing of this order is not a mere positive command, 
wherein the will of the Lawgiver is the sole ground of our duty; 
but there is a special congruity and reason in the nature of the 
thing itself. For Christ hath satisfied justice, that God may ex
ercise pardoning mercy in such a manner as is suitable to his 
other perfections. Now it is contrary to his wisdom to dispense 
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the precious benefits of his Son's blood to impenitent unbelie
vers ; to give such rich pearls, and so dearly bought, to swine 
that will trample them under their feet; to bestow salvation on 
those who despise the Saviour. It is contrary to his holiness to 
forgive those who will securely abuse his favour, as if his pardon 
were a privilege and licence to sin against him. Nay, final im-
penitency is unpardonable to mercy itself. For the objects of 
justice and mercy cannot be the same : now an impenitent sinner 
is necessarily under the revenging justice of God. It is no dis
paragement to his omnipotency that he cannot save such: for 
although God can do wh.itsoever he will, yet he can will nothing 
but what is agreeable to his nature. Not that there is any law 
above God that obliges him to act, but he is a law to himself. 
And the more excellent his perfections are, the less he can con
tradict them. As it is no reflection upon his power that he can
not die, neither is it that he can do nothing unbecoming his per
fections. On the contrary, it implies weakness to be liable to 
any such act. Thus supposing the creature holy, it is impossible 
but he should love it: not that he owes any thing to the crea
ture, but in regard he is infinitely good: and if impenitent and 
obstinate in sin, he cannot but hate and punish it; not that he 
is accountable for his actions, but because he is infinitely just. 
And from hence it appears, that the requiring of repentance and 
faith in order to the actual partaking of the blessings our Re
deemer purchased, doth not diminish the value of his satisfac
tion ; they being not the causes of pardon, but necessary qualifi
cations in the subject that receives it. 

2dly. It doth not lessen the completeness of his satisfaction, 
that behevers are liable to afflictions and death. For these are 
continued according to the agreement between God and our 
Redeemer, for other ends than satisfaction to justice, which was 
fully accomplished by him. This will appear by several consi
derations : 

(1.) Some afflictions have not the nature of a punishment, 
but are intended only for the exercise of their graces; that 
the " trial of their faith, patience, and hope being much more 
precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with 
fire, might be found unto praise." 1 Pet. 1. 7. Now these 
afflictions are the occasion of their joy, and in order to their 
glory. Of this kind are all the sufferings that christians en-
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dure for the promotioji of the gospel. Thus the apostles 
esteemed themselves dignified, in suffering what was contumelious 
and reproachful for the name of Christ, Acts 5. 41. And 
St. Paul interprets it as a special favour, that God called 
forth the Philippiaus to the combat, Phil. 1. 29. "To you 
it is given in the behalf of Christ to suffer:" not only the 
graces of faith and fortitude, but the affliction was given. So 
believers are declared happy, 1 Pet. 4. 14. "when they are 
partakers of Christ's sufferings: for the spirit of glory rests on 
them." Now it is evident that afflictions of this nature are no 
punishments. For since it is essential to punishment to be in
flicted for a fault, and every fault hath a turpitude in it; it ne
cessarily follows, that punishment which is the brand of a crime 
must be always atttended with infamy, and the sufferer under 
shame. But Christians are honourable by their sufferings for 
God, as they conform them to the " image of his Sou," who was 
consecrated by sufferings. 

(2.) Afflictions are sent sometunes not with respect to a sin 
committed, but to prevent the commission of it: and this distin
guishes them from punishments. For the law deters from evil, 
not by inflicting, but threatening the penalty: but in the divine 
discipline there is another reason: God afflicts to restrain from 
sin: as St. Paul, 2 Cor. 12. 7. and "a thorn in the flesh" to 
prevent pride. 

(3.) Those evils that are inflicted on believers for sin, do not 
diminish the power and value of Christ's passion. For we must 
distinguish between punishments which are merely castigatory 
for the good of the offender, and that are purely vindictive for 
the just satisfaction of the law. Now believers are liable to the 
first, but are freed from the other: " for Christ hath redeemed 
them from the curse of the law, being made a curse for them." 

The Popish doctrine of satisfaction to offended justice by our 
suffering temporal evils, is attended with many pernicious' conse
quences : 

Ist. It robs the cross of Christ of one part of its glory; as if 
something were left us to make up in the degrees and virtue of 
his sufferings. 

2dly. It reflects on God's justice, as if he exacted two different 
satisfactions for sin: the one from Christ our surety, the other 
from the sinner. 
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3dly. It disparages liis mercy, in making liim to punish whom 
he pardons, and to inflict a penalty after the sin is remitted. 

41y. It is dangerous to man, by feeding a false presumption in 
him; as if by the merit of his sufferings, he could expiate sin, 
and obtain part of that salvation which we entirely owe to the 
death of our Redeemer. 

The difference between chastisements, and purely vindictive 
punishments, appears in three things : 

1. In the causes from whence they proceed. The severest 
sufFerings of the godly are not the effects of the divine vengeance. 
It is tiTie, they are evidences of God's displeasure against them 
for sin, but not of hatred. For being reconciled to them in 
Christ, he bears an unchangeable affection to them: and love 
caimot hate, though it may be angry. The motive that excites 
God to correct them, is love; according to that testimony of the 
apostle, "Whom the Lord loves he chastens." Heb. 12. 6. 
As sometimes out of his severest displeasure he forbears to strike, 
and condemns obstinate sinners to prosperity here; so from the 
tenderest mercy he afflicts his own. But purely vindictive judg
ments proceed from mere wrath. 

2. "They differ in their measures. The evils that believers 
suffer are always proportioned to their strength. They are not 
the sudden eruptions of anger, but deliberate dispensations. 
David deprecates God's judgment as it is opposed to favour, 
" Enter not into judgment with thy servant, O Lord," Psal. 
143. 2. and Jeremiah desires God's judgment as it is opposed to 
fury, " correct me, O Lord, in thy judgment, not in thy fury." 
Jer. 10. 24. It is the gracious promise of God to David, 2 Sam. 
7. 14. with respect to Solomon, " if he commit iniquity, I will 
chasten him with the rod of men, and with the stripes of the 
children of men;" that is, chastise him moderately: for in the 
style of the scripture, as things are magnified by the epithet di
vine, or of God ; " as the cedars of God," that is, very tall; and 
Nineveh is called the city of God, that is very great: so to sig
nify things that are in a mediocrity, the scripture uses the epithet 
human, or of men. And according to the rule of opposition, the 
rod of God is an extraordinary affliction which destroys the sin
ner ; it is such a punishment as a man can neither inflict, nor 
endure; but the rod of men is a moderate correction, that doth 
not exceed the strength of the patient. But every purely vindic-
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tive punishment which the law pronounces, is in proportion to 
the nature of the crime, not the strength of the criminal. 

3. They are distinguished by the intention and end of God in 
inflicting them: 

(I.) In chastisements God primarily designs the profit of his 
people, " that they may be partakers of his holiness." Heb. 12. 
10. When they are secure and carnal, he awakens conscience 
by the sharp voice of the rod; to reflect upon sin, to make them 
observant for the future, to render their affections more indiffer
ent to the world, and stronger towards heaven. The apostle ex
presses (1 Cor. 11. 32.) the nature of chastisements, "when 
we are judged, we are instructed by the Lord:" they are more 
lively lessons than those which are by the word alone, and make 
a deeper impression upon the heart. David acknowledges, " be
fore he was afflicted, he went astray: but now have 1 kept thy 
words." Psal. 119.67. Corrupt nature makes God's favours 
pernicious, but his grace makes our punishments profitable. 
Briefly, they are not satisfactions for what is passed, but admo
nitions for the time to come. But purely vindictive judgments 
are not inflicted for the reformation of an offender, but to pre
serve the honour of the sovereign, and public order, and to make 
compensation for the breach of the law. If any advantage accrue 
to the offender, if is accidental, and besides the intention of the 
judge. 

(2.) The end of chastisements upon believers is to prevent 
their final destmction : " when we are judged, we are chastened 
of the Lord, that we may not be condemned with the world." 
1 Cor. 11. And this sweetens and allays all their sufferings. 
As the psalmist declares, " let the righteous smite me, and it 
shall be a kindness; let him reprove me, it shall be an excellent 
011, which shall not break my head." But the vindictive punish
ment of a malefactor, is not to prevent his condemnation; for 
death is sometimes the sentence. In this respect the temporal 
evils that befal the wicked and the godly, though materially the 
same, yet legally differ. For to the wicked they are so many 
earnests of the complete payment they shall make to justice in 
another world; the beginning of eternal sorrows: but to the god
ly they are in order to their salvation. They are as the Red 
Sea, through which the IsraeHtes passed to the land of promise, 
but the Egyptians were drowned in it. Briefly, their suffer-
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ings differ as mucfi in their issue, as the kingdoms of heaven and 
heU. 

That death remains to behevers, doth not lessen the perfec
tion of Christ's satisfaction. It is tme, considered absolutely, it 
is the revenge of the law for sin, and the greatest temporal evil; 
so that it may seem strange, that those who are redeemed by an 
all-sufficient ransom, should pay this tribute to the king of ter
rors. But the nature of it is changed; it is a curse to the wicked 
inflicted for satisfaction to justice, but a privilege to believers : 
as God appointed the rainbow to be the sign of his covenant, 
that he would drown the world no more, ordained the same wa
ters to be the token of his mercy, which were the instrument of 
his justice. " Blessed are the dead that die in the Lord." Rev. 
14. 13. And the psalmist tells us, Psal. 16. 19. that "precious 
in the sight of the Lord is the death of his saints : Christ hath 
taken away what is truly destractive in it. It is continued for 
their advantage. 

1. Cormption hath so depraved the sensitive appetite, that 
during our natural state we are not entirely freed from it: but 
death that destroys the natural frame of the body, puts an end to 
sin. And in this respect, there is a great difference between the 
death of Christ and of believers: the end of his was to remove 
the guilt of sin, of theirs to extinguish the reliques of it. 

2. It is a delivery from temporal evils, and an entrance into 
glory. Death and despair seize on the wicked at once, "but 
the righteous hath hope in his death." 

3. The grave shall give up his spoils in the last. It retains 
the body for a time, not to destroy, but purify it. Our Saviour 
tells us, that " whoever believes on him shall not see death, for 
he will raise them up at the last day." John I I . He that dies 
a man, shall revive an angel, clothed with light and immortality. 
I will conclude this argument with the words of St. Austin : (Lib. 
13. de Civ. Dei, c. 4.) Ablato criminis nexu, relicta est mors. 
Nunc vero majore £f mirabUiore gratia sahatoris in ususjustitics 
peccati poena est conversa. Turn enim dictum est Jwmini, mori-
eris si peccaveris, n « n c dictum est martyri, morere ne peeces. 
Et sic per ineffabilem dei misericordiam ^ ipsa pos)}e vitiorum 
transit in arma virtutis, ^ fit justi meritum etiam supplicium 
peccatoris. Although the guilt of sin is removed, yet death re
mains. But by the admirable grace of the Redeemer, the pu¬
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nishment of sin is made an advantage to holiness. The law 
threatened man with death if he sinned; the gospel commands a 
martyr to die, that he may not sin. And thus by the unspeak
able mercy of God, the punishment of vice becomes the security 
of virtue; and that which was revenge upon the sinner, gives to 
the righteous a title to a glorious reward. 

CHAP. XV. 

Practical inferences. In the death of Christ Hicre is the clearest dicovery of 
the evil of sin. The strictness of divine justice is most visible in it. The 
considi^ration of the ends of Christ's death takes off the scandal of the 
cross, and changes the offence into admiration. The satisfaction of justice 
by Christ's sufferings affords the strongest assurance that God is ready to 
pardon sinners. The absolute necessity of complying with the terms of the 
gospel for justification. There are but two ways of appearing before the 
Supreme Judge: either in innocence, or by the righteousness of Christ. 
The causes why men reject Christ are, a legal temper that is natural to 
them, and the predominant love of sin. The unavoidable misery of al l 
that will not submit to our Saviour, 

First, FROM hence we may discover more clearly the evil of 
sin, which no sacrifice could expiate but the blood of the Son of 
God, It is tme, the intemal malignity of sin, abstracted from 
its dreadful effects, is most worthy of our hatred : for it is in its 
own nature direct enmity against God, and obscures the glory of 
all his attributes. It is the violation of his majesty, who is the 
universal sovereign of heaven and earth, A contrariety to his 
holiness, which shines forth in his law. A despising his good
ness, the attractive to obedience. The contempt of his omnisci
ence, which sees every sin when it is committed. The sHghting 
of his terrible justice and power, as if the sinner could secure 
himself from his indignation, A denial of his tmth, as if the 
threatening were a vain terror to scare men from sin. And all 
this done voluntarily, to please an irregular cormpt appetite, by 

Still Waters Revival Books - All Rights Reserved - www.PuritanDownloads.com 

http://www.PuritanDownloads.com


CHAP. X V . T H E D I V I N E A T T R I B U T E S . 391 

a despicable creature, who absolutely depends upon God for his 
being and happiness. 

These considerations seriously pondered, are most proper to 
discover the extremity of its evil. But sensible demonstrations 
are most powerful to convince and affect us : and those are taken 
from the fearful punishments that are inflicted for sin. Now the 
torments of hell, which are the just and full recompence of sin, 
are not sensible till they are inevitable. And temporal judg
ments cannot fully declare the infinite displeasure of God against 
the wilful contempt of his authority. But in the sufFerings of 
Christ it is expressed to the utmost. If justice itself had rent 
the heavens, and come down in the most visible terror to revenge 
the rebellions of men, it could never have made stronger impres
sions upon us than the death of Christ duly considered. The 
destruction of the world by water, the miraculous burning of So
dom and Gomorrah by showers of fire, and all other the most ter
rible judgments, do not afford such a sensible instniction of the 
evil of sin. If we regard the dignity of his person, and the depth 
of his sufferings, he is an unparralleled example of God's indig
nation for the breach of his holy law. For he that was the Son 
of God, and the Lord of glorj-, was made a man of sorrows. He 
endured derision, scourgings, stripes, and at last a cruel and cur
sed death. The Holy of Holies was crucified between two 
thieves. By how much the life of Christ was more precious than 
the lives of all men, so much iti his death doth the wrath of God 
appear more fully against sin, than it would in the destruction of 
the whole world of sinners. And his spiritual sufFerings infinitely 
exceeded all his corporeal. The impressions of WTath that were 
inflicted by God's immediate hand upon his soul, forced from 
him those strong cries, that moved all the powers of heaven and 
earth with compassion. If the curtain were drawn aside, and we 
should look into the chambers of death, where sinners lie down 
in sorrow for ever, and hear the woful expressions and deep com
plaints of the damned, with what horror and distraction they 
speak of their torments, we could not have a fuller testimony of 
God's infinite displeasure against sin, than in the anguish and 
agonies of our Redeemer. For whatever his sufFerings were in 
kind, yet in their degree and measure they were equally terrible 
with those that condemned sinners endure. Now, how is it pos
sible that rational agents should freely, in the open light, for pe-
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rishiiig vanities, dare to commit sin ? Can they avoid or endure 
the w rath of an incensed God ? If God spared not his Son when 
he came in the similitude of sinful flesh, how shall sinners who 
are deeply and universally defiled, escape? Can they fortify 
themselves against the Supreme Judge ? Can they encounter 
with the fury of the Almighty, the apprehensions of which made 
the " soul of Christ heavy unto death ? Have they patience to 
bear that for ever, which was to Christ, who had the strength of 
the Deity to support him, intolerable for a few hours ? If it 
were so with the green tree, what v\-ill become of the dry when 
exposed to the fiery trial ? If he that was holy and innocent 
suffered so dreadfully, what mast they expect who add impeni-
tency to their guilt, and live in the bold commission of sin, with
out reflection and remorse ? What prodigious madness is it to 
drink iniquity like water, as a harmless tlnng, when it is a poi
son so deadly, that the least drop of it brings certain ruin ? 
^Vhat desperate folly, to have slight apprehensions of that, which 
is attended with the first and second death ? Nothing but un
reasonable infidelity and inconsideration can make men ventu
rous to provoke " the living God," who is infinitely sensible of 
their sins, and who both can aud will most terribly punish them 
for ever. 

Secondly. The strictness of divine justice appears, that requi
red satisfaction equivalent to the desert of sin. The natural no
tion of the Deity, as the governor of the world, instructed the 
heathens, that the transgression of his laws "was worthy of 
death." Rom. I. 31. This proves that the obligation to pu
nishment doth not arise from the mere will of God, which is only 
discovered by revelation ; but is founded in the nature of things, 
and by its own light is manifested to reasonable creatures. 
From hence they inferred, that it was not becoming the divine 
nature, as qualified with the relation of supreme ruler, to pardon 
sin without satisfaction. This appears by the sacrifices and ce
remonies, the religions and expiations which were performed by 
the most ignorant nations. And although they infinitely abused 
themselves in the conceit they had of their pretended efficacy 
and virtue; yet the universal consent of mankind in the belief 
that satisfaction was necessary, declares it to be true. This, as 
other natural doctrines, is more fully revealed by scripture. Un
der the law "without shedding of blood there was no remission," 
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Heb. 9. 22. not that common blood could make satisfaction for 
sin, but God commanded there should be a visible mark of its 
necessity in the worship offered to him, and a prefiguration that 
it should be accomplished by a sjicrifice eternally efficacious. 

And the economy of our salvation clearly proves, that to pre
serve the honour of God's government, it was most fit sin should 
be punished, that sinners might be pardoned. For nothing was 
more repugnant to the will of God absolutely considered, than the 
death of his beloved Son; and the natural will of Christ was 
averse frdm it. What then moved that infinite wisdom, which 
wills nothing but what is perfectly reasonable, to ordain that 
event ? Why should it take so great a circuit, if the way was so 
short, that by pure favour, without satisfaction, sin might have 
been pardoned ? Our Saviour declares the necessity of his suf
fering death, supposing the merciful will of his Father to save us, 
when he saith, thatas Moses lifted up the serpent in the wil
derness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up, that whoso
ever believes in him shojuld not perish." It is true, since God 
had foretold and prefigured his death by the oracles and actions 
under the law, it necessarily came to pass. But to consider 
things exactly, the unchangeable truth of types and prophecies 
is not the primitive and main reason of the necessity of things, 
but only a sign of the certainty of the event. In strictness, things 
do not arrive because of their prediction, but are foretold be
cause they shall arrive. It is apparent there was a divine decree 
before the prophecies; and that in the light of God's infinite 
knowledge things are, before they were foretold. So it is not 
said, a man must be of a ruddy complexion, because his picture 
is so; but on the contrary, because he is ruddy, his picture must 
be so. That Christ by dying on the cross should redeem man, 
was the reason that the serpent of brass was erected on a pole to 
heal the Israelites, and not on the contrary. Briefly, the apos
tle supposes this necessity of satisfaction as an evident principle, 
when he proves wilful apostates to be incapable of salvation, 
" because there remains no more sacrifice for sin:" for the con
sequence were of no force, if sin might be pardoned without sa
crifice, that is, without satisfaction. 

Thirdly. This account of Christ's death takes off the scandal 
of the cross, and changes the offence into admiration. It was 
foretold of Christ, " that he should be a stone of stumbling, and 
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a rock of offence," Luke 2. 34. not a just cause, but an occasion 
of offence to the corrupt hearts of men, and principally for his 
sufferings. The Jews were pleased with the titles of honour 
given to the Messiah, that he should be a king, powerful and 
glorious: but that poverty, disgrace and the suffering death 
should be his character, they could not endure: therefore they 
endeavoured to pervert the sense of the prophets. His disciples 
who attended him in his mean state, expected those sad appear
ances would terminate in visible glory and greatness: but when 
they saw him arrested by his enemies, condemned and crucified, 
this was so opposite to their expectation, that they fainted uuder 
the disappointment; and when Christ was preached to the Gen
tile world, they rejected him with scorn. His death seemed so 
contrary to the dignity of his person, and design of his office, 
that they could not relish the doctrine of the gospel. They 
judged it absurd, to expect life from one that was subjected to 
death, and blessedness from him that was made a curse. To 
those who look on the death of Christ with the eyes of carnal 
wisdom, and according to the laws of corrupt reason, it appears 
folly and weakness, and most unworthy of God : * but if we con
sider it in its principles and ends, all the prejudices vanish, and 
we clearly discover it to be the most noble and eminent effect of 
the wisdom, power, goodness and justice of God. Accordingly 
the apostle tells the Jews, " him being delivered by the deter
minate counsel, and foreknowledge of God they have taken, 
and by wicked hands have crucified and slain." The instru
ments were deeply guilty in shedding that immaculate blood; yet 
we must not terminate our thoughts on them, but ascend to the 
supreme Disposer, by whose wise and holy decree that event 
came to pass. To the eye of sense it was a spectacle of horror, 
that a perfect innocent should be cruelly tormented; but to the 
eye of faith, under that sad and ignominious appearance, there 
was a divine mystery, able to raise our wonder, and ravish our 
affections. For he that was nailed to the cross, was really the 
Son of God, and the Saviour of men: his death, with all the 
penal circumstances of dishonour and pain, is the only expiation 
of sin, and satisfaction to justice. He by offering up his blood, 

* De cnice Christ! nobis insultant sapientes hnjus mundi, & dicunt, quale 
cor habetis, qui Deum colitis crucifixum } Au^. Serm. cteaerb. Apost. 
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appeased the wrath of God, quenched the flaming sword that 
made paradise inaccessible to us; he took away sin, the true 
dishonour of our natures, and purchased for us the graces of the 
spirit, the richest ornaments of the reasonable creature. The 
doctrine of the cross is the only foundation of the gospel, that 
unites afl its parts, and supports the whole building. It is the 
cause of our righteousness and peace, of our redemption and re
conciliation. How blessed an exchange have the merits of his 
sufferings made with those of our sins ? Life instead of death, 
glory for shame, and happiness for misery. For this reason the 
apostle with vehemence declares. Gal. 6. 14. that to be the sole 
ground of his boasting and triumph, which others esteemed a 
cause of blushing; " God forbid that I should glory save in the 
cross of Christ." He rejects with extreme detestation the men
tion of any other thing, as the cause of his happiness, and matter 
of his glory. The cross was a tree of-death to Christ, and of 
life to us. The supreme wisdom is justified of its children. 

Fourthly. The satisfaction of divine justice by the sufferings 
of Christ, affords the strongest assurance to man, who is a guilty 
and suspicious creature, that God is most ready to pardon sin. 
There is in the natural conscience, when opened by a piercing 
conviction of sin, such a quick sense of guilt and God's justice, 
that it can never have an entire confidence in his mercy till jus
tice be atoned. From hence the convinced sinner is restlessly 
inquisitive, how to find out the way of reconciliation with a 
righteous God. Thus he is represented inquiring by the pro
phet, Mic. 6. 6, 7. " Wherewith shall I come before the Lord, 
and bow myself before the most high God ? Shall I come be
fore him with burnt-offerings, with calves of a year old ? Will 
the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, or with ten thou
sand rivers of cil ? Shall I give my first-born for my transgression, 
the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul ?" The scripture tells 
us, that some consumed their children to render their idols fa
vourable to them. But all these means were ineffectual; their 
most costly sacrifices were only food for the fire. Nay, instead 
of expiating their old, they committed new sins; and were so far 
from appeasing, that they inflamed the wrath of God by their 
cruel oblations. But in the gospel there is the most rational 
and easy way propounded for the satisfaction of God and the jus
tification of man. " The righteousness of faith speaketh on this 
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wise, say not in thy heart, who shall ascend into heaven ? (that 
is, to bring down Christ from above:) or who shall descend into 
the deep ? (that is, to bring up Christ again from the dead:) 
but if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and 
shalt believe in thy heart that God hath raised him from the 
dead, thou shalt be saved." Rom. 10. 6, 7, 9. The apostle sets 
forth the anxiety of an awakened sinner, he is at a loss to find 
out a way to escape judgment: for things that are on the surface 
of the earth, or floating on the waters, are within our view, and 
may be obtained; but those which are above our understanding 
to discover, or power to obtain, are proverbially said to be in 
the heavens ahove, or in the deeps. And it is applied here to 
the different ways of justification, by the law, and by the gospel. 
The law propounds life upon an impossible condition; but the 
gospel clearly reveals to us, that Christ hath performed what is 
necessary for our justification, and that by a lively and practical 
faith we shall have an interest in it. The Lord Jesus being as
cended, hath given us a convincing proof, that the propitiation 
for our sins is perfect: for otherwise he had not been received 
into God's sanctuary. Therefore to be under perplexities how 
we may be justified, is to deny the value of his righteousness, 
and the truth of his ascension. And " say not, who shall de
scend into the deep," to bear the torments of hell, and expiate 
sin ? This is to deny the virtue of his death, whereby he ap
peased God, and redeemed us from the wrath to come. In the 
law, the condemning righteousness of God is made visible, in the 
gospel, his justifying righteousness is revealed, " from faith to 
faith." Rom. I . 17. And this is an infallible proof of its divine 
descent. For whereas all other religions either stupify con
science, and harden it in carnal security, or terrify it by conti
nual alarms of vengeance; the gospel alone hath discovered how 
God may show mercy to repenting sinners without injury to his 
justice. The heathens robbed one attribute to enrich another. 
Either they conceived God to be indulgent to their sins, and easy 
to pardon, to the prejudice of his justice; or cruel and revenge
ful, to the dishonour of his goodness: but christians are instruct
ed how these are wonderfully reconciled and magnified in our 
redemption. From hence there is a divine calm in the con
science, and that " peace which passeth understanding." The 
soul is not only freed from the fear of God's anger, but hath a 
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lively hope of his favour and love. This is expressed by the 
apostle, Heb. 12. 23. when he reckons among the privileges of 
believers, that they " are come to God the judge of all, and to 
Jesus the mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of 
sprinkling that speaks better things than the blood of Abel." 
The apprehension of God as the judge of the world, strikes the 
guilty with fear and terror; but as he is sweetened by the Me
diator, we may approach to him with confidence. For what 
sins are there which so entire a satisfaction doth not expiate ? 
What torments can they deserve, which his wounds and stripes 
have not removed ? God is just as well as merciful in justifying 
those who believe in Jesus. It is not the quality of sins, but of 
sinners, that excepts them from pardon. Christ is the " golden 
altar in heaven" for penitent believers to fly to, from whence God 
will never pluck any one to destroy him. 

Fifthly. From hence we may learn, how absolute a necessity 
there is for our coming to Christ for justification. 

There are but two ways of appearing before the righteous and 
supreme Judge: 

1. In innocence and sinless obedience: or, 2. by the righte
ousness of Christ. The one is by the law, the other by grace. 
And these two can never be compounded; for he that pleads 
innocence, in that disclaims favour; and he that sues for favour, 
acknowledges guilt. Now the first cannot be performed by us. 
For entire obedience to the law supposes the integrity of our 
natures, there being a moral impossibility that the faculties once 
corrupted should act regularly: but man is stained with original 
sin, from his conception. And the form of the law runs univer
sally, " cursed is every one that obeys not in all things which are 
written in the book of the law to do them." Gal. 3. 10. In 
these scales one evil work preponderates a thousand good. If a 
man were guilty but of one single error, his entire obedience 
afterwards could not save him ; for that being always due to the 
law, the payment of it cannot discount for the former debt. So 
that we cannot in any degree be justified by the law; for there is 
no middle between transgressing, and not transgressing it. He 
that breaks one article in a covenant, cuts off his claim to any 
benefit by it. 

Briefly, the law justifies only the perfect, and condemns with
out distinction all that are guilty. So that to pretend justifica-
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tion by the works of it is as unreasonable, as for a man to pro
duce in court the bond which obliges him to his creditor, in tes
timony that he owes him nothing. Whoever presumes to appear 
before God's judgment-seat in his own righteousness shall be 
covered with confiision. 

2. By the righteousness of Christ. This alone absolves fiom 
the guilt of sin, saves from hell, and can endure the trial of God's 
tribunal. This the apostle prized as his invaluable treasure, 
Phil. 3. 9. in comparison of which " all other things are but 
dross and dung : that I may be found in him, not having mine 
own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is through 
the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith." 
That which he ordained, and rewarded in the person of our Re
deemer, he cannot but accept. Now this righteousness is meri
toriously imputed only to believers: for depending solely upon 
the will of God as to its being and effects, it cannot possibly be 
reckoned to any for their benefit and advantage, but in that way 
which he hath appointed. The Lord Christ, who made satis
faction, tells us, that the benefit of it is communicated only 
through our believing. " God so loved the world, that he gave 
his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth on him, shall 
not perish." John 3. 16. As all sins are mortal in respect of 
their guilt, but death is not actually inflicted for them, upon the 
account of the grace of the new covenant: so all sins are venial 
in respect of the satisfaction made by Christ, but they are not 
actually pardoned, till the performing of the condition to which 
pardon is annexed. Faith transfers the guilt from the sinner to 
the sacrifice. And this is not an act restrained to the under
standing, but principally respects the will, by which we accept 
or refuse salvation. The nature of it is best expressed by the 
scripture phrase, John 1. 12. " the receiving Christ," which re
spects the terms upon which God offers him in the gospel. Acts 
5. 31. " to be our Prince and Saviour." The state of favour 
begins upon our consent to the new covenant. And how reason
able is the condition it requires ? How impossible is it to be 
otherwise ? God is reconcileable by the death of Christ, so that 
he may exercise mercy without injury to his justice and holiness: 
he is willing and desirous to be upon terms of amity with men, 
but cannot be actually reconciled till they accept of them: for 
reconcilenient is between two. Though God upon the account 
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of Christ is made placable to the human nature, which he is not 
to the angelical in its lapsed state, and hath condescended so far 
as to offer conditions of peace to men, yet they are reconciled at 
once. That Christ becomes an effectual Mediator, there must 
be the consent of both parties. As God hath declared his by 
laying the punishment of our sins on Christ; so man gives his, 
by submitting to the law of faith. And the great end of preach
ing the gospel is, to overcome the obstinacy of men, and recon
cile them to God and their happiness : " we are ambassadors for 
Christ; and pray you in Christ's stead, to be reconciled to God," 
2 Cor. 5. 20. with this difference; Christ furnished the means, 
they only bring the message of reconciliation. Now men are 
with difficulty wrought on to comply with the conditions of par
don by Christ: 

(1.) Upon the account of a legal temper that universally in-
chnes them to seek for justification by their own works. This is 
most suitable to the law and light of nature: for the tenor of the 
first covenant was, do, and live. So that the way of gospel jus
tification, as it is supernatural in its discovery, so in its contra
riety to man's principles. Besides, as pride at first aspired to 
make man as God, so it tempts him to usurp the honour of 
Christ, to be his own Saviour. He is unwilling to stoop, that 
he may drink of the waters of life. Till the heart by the weight 
of its guilt is broken in pieces, and loses its former fashion and 
figure, it will not humbly comply with the offer of salvation for 
the merits of another. And it is very remarkable, that upon the 
first opening of the gospel, no evangelical doctrine was more dis-
?elished by the Jews, than justification by imputed righteousness. 
The apostle gives this account of their opposition, Rom. 10. that 
" being ignorant of God's righteousness, and going about to es
tablish their own righteousness, they submitted not to the righte
ousness of God." They were prepossessed with this principle, 
that life was to be obtained by their works; because the express 
condition of the law was so. And mistaking the end of its in
stitution by Moses, they set the law against the promises: for 
since the fall, the law was given, not absolutely to be a cove
nant of life, but with a design to prepare men for the gospel; 
that upon the sight of their guilt, and the curse, they might 
have recourse to the Redeemer, and by faith embrace that satis
faction he hath made for them. " Christ is the end of the law 
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for righteousness to every one that beheveth." Rom. 10. 4. 
From the example of the Jews we may see how men are natu
rally affected. And it is worthy of observation, that the refor
mation of religion took its rise by the same controversy with the 
papists, by which the gospel was first introduced into the world. 
For, besides innumerable abases crept into the church, the peo
ple were persuaded, that by purchasing indulgences they should 
be saved from the wrath of God. And when this darkness co
vered the face of the earth, the zeal of the first reformere broke 
forth; who, to undeceive the world, clearly demonstrated from 
the Scriptures, that justification is alone obtained by a lively and 
purifying faith in the blood of Christ. A strong proof that the 
same gospel which was first revealed by the apostles, was re
vived by those excellent men ; and the same church which was 
first built by the apostles, was raised out of its ruins by them. 

Now the gospel, to eradicate this disposition which is so na
tural and strong in fallen man, is in nothing more clear and 
express than in declaring, that " by the deeds of the law there 
shall no flesh be justified in God's sight." Rom. 3. 10. The 
apostle asserts without distinction, that " by the works of the 
law justification cannot be obtained," Gal. 3. 11. whether they 
proceed from the power of nature, or the grace of the spirit. 
For he argues against the merit of works to justification, Rom. 3. 
27. not against the principle from whence they proceed. And 
where he most affectionately declares his esteem of Christ, and 
his righteousness, as the sole meritorious cause of his justifica
tion, he expressly rejects " his own righteousness which is of the 
law." Phil. 3. 9. By his own righteousness he comprehends all 
the works of the renewed, as well as natural state; for they are 
performed by man, and are acts of obedience to the law, which 
commands perfect love to God. These are slight withering 
leaves that cannot hide our nakedness, and conceal our shame, 
when we appear before God in judgment. Not but that good 
works are most pleasing to him, but not for this end, to expiate 
sin. We must distinguish between their substance, and the qua
lity that error giveth them. The opinion of merit changes their 
nature, and turns gold into dross. And if our real righteousness, 
how exact soever, cannot absolve us from the least guilt; much 
less can the performance of some external actions, though spe
cious in appearance, yet not commanded by God, and that have 
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no moral value. All the disciplines and severities whereby men 
think to make satisfaction to the law, are like a crown of straw, 
that dishonours the head instead of adorning it. But that righte
ousness which was acquired by the obedience and meritorious 
sufferings of Christ, and is embraced by faith, is all-sufficient for 
our justification. This is as pure as innocence, to all the effects 
of pardon and reconciliation; this alone secures us from the 
charge of the law, and the challenge of justice. Being clothed 
with this, we may enter into heaven, and converse with the pure 
society of angels without blushing. The saints who now reign in 
glory, were not men who lived in the perfection of holiness here 
below; but repenting believing sinners, who are washed white in 
the blopd of the Lamb. 

(2.) The most universal hinderance of men's complying with the 
conditions of pardon by Christ, is, the predominant love ef some 
lust. Although men would entertain him as a Saviour to redeem 
them from hell, yet they reject him as their Lord. Those in 
the parable, Luke 6. 14. who said, " we will not have this man 
to reign over us," expressed the inward sense and silent thoughts 
of all carnal men. Many would depend on his sacrifice, yet will 
not submit to his sceptre; they would have. Christ to pacify their 
consciences, and the world to please their affections. Thus they 
divide between the offices of Christ, his priestly and his regal. 
They would have Christ to die for them, but not to live in them. 
They divide the acts of the same office: they lean on his cross 
to support them from falling into hell, but crucify not one lust on 
it. They are desirous he should reconcile them to God by his 
sacrifice, but not to bless them, " in turning them from their 
iniquities." Acts 3. 26. And thus in effect they absolutely re
fuse him, and render his death unavailable: for the receiving of 
Christ as Mediator in all his offices, is the condition indispensa
bly requisite to partake of the benefits of his sufferings, Tlie re
signing up of ourselves to him as our Prince, is as necessary an 
act of justifying faith, as the apprehending the crucified Saviour, 
So that in every real christian, faith is the principle of obedience 
and peace, and is as inseparable from holiness, as from salvation. 

To conclude this argument: from hence we may see, how 
desperate the state is of impenitent unbelievers. They are cut 
off from any claim to the benefits of Christ's death. The law of 
fdth, Hke that of the Medes and Persians, is unalterable, " he 
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that beheveth not the Son, shall not see life." Christ died not 
to expiate final infidelity. This is the moral sin, that actually 
damns. It charges all their guilt upon sinners : it renders the 
sufferings of Christ fruitless and ineffectual to them. For it is 
not the preparation of a sovereign remedy that cures the disease, 
but the applying it. As our sins were imputed to him, upon the 
account of his union with us in nature, and his consent to be our 
surety; so his righteousness is meritoriously imputed to us, upon 
our union with him by a lively faith. The man that looked on 
the rainbow, when he was ready to be drowned, what relief was 
it to him, that God had promised not to drown the world, when 
he must perish hi the waters ? So, though Christ hath pur
chased pardon for repenting believers, and a " rainbow encom
passes the throne of God," Rev. 4. 3. the sign of reconciliation, 
what advantage is this to the unbeliever, who dies in his sins and 
drops into the lake of fire ? It is not from any defect of mercy 
in God, or righteousness in Christ, but for the obstinate refusal 
of it, that men certainly perish. This enhances their guilt and 
misery. All the rich expence of grace for their redemption shall 
be charged upon them. The blood of Christ shall not be im
puted for their ransom, but for their deeper damnation: and in
stead of speaking better things than the blood of Abel, shall call 
louder for vengeance against them, than that innocent blood 
which reached heaven with its voice against the murderer. 
Briefly, whom so precious a sacrifice doth not redeem, they are 
reserved entire victims, whole burnt-offerings to divine justice. 
Every impenitent unbeliever shall be " salted with fire." Mark 
9.49, 
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CHAP. XVI. 

Of all the divine perfections, holiness is peculiarly admirable. The honour 
of it is secnred in our redemption. In the bitter sufferings of Christ God 
declared himself unappeasable to sin, though appeasable to sinners. The 
privileges purchased by Christ, are conveyed upon terms honourable to ho
liness. Pardon of sin, adoption, the inheritance of glory, are annexed to 
special qualifications in those who receive them. The Redeemer is made 
a quickening principle to inspire us with new life. In order to our sancti
fication, he hath given us the most perfect rule of holiness, he exhibited 
a complete pattern of it, he purchased and conveys the spirit of holiness to 
us. He presents the strongest motives to persuade us to be holy. The 
perfect laws of Christ are considered, as they enjoin an absolute separation 
from all evil, and command the practice of all substantial goodness. Some 
particular precepts, which the gospel especially enforces, with the rea
sons of them, are considered. 

OF all the perfections of the Deity, none is more worthy of his 
nature, and so peculiarly admirable, as his infinite purity. It is 
the most shining attribute that derives a lustre to all the rest: 
" he is glorious in holiness." Exod. 15. 15. Wisdom dege
nerates into craft, power into tyranny, mercy loses its nature 
without holiness. He swears by it as his supreme excellency: 
" once have I sworn by my hohness, I will not lie unto David." 
Psal. 59. 35. It is the most venerable attribute, in the praise 
whereof the harmony of heaven agrees. The angels and saints 
above are represented, expressing their ecstacy and ravishment at 
the beauty of holiness. " Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts, 
the whole eaith is full of his glory." Isa. 6. 3. This he only 
loves and values in the creature, being the impression of his most 
divine and amiable perfection. Inferior creatures have a resem
blance of other divine attributes: the winds and thunder set forth 
God's power, the firmness of the rocks, and the incorruptibility 
of the heavens are an obscure representation of his unchange-
ableness; but holiness, that is the most orient pearl in the crown 
of heaven, only shines in the reasonable -creature. LIpon this 
account man only is said to be formed after his image. And in 
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men there are some appearances of the Deity, that do not enti
tle to his special love. In princes there is a shadow of his sove
reignty, yet they may he the objects of his displeasure; but a 
likeness to God in holiness attracts his eye and heart, and infi
nitely endears the creature to him. Now this attribute is in a 
special manner provoked by man's sin, and we are restored to 
the favour and friendship of God, in such a manner as may pre
serve the honour of it entire and inviolable. 

This will fully appear, by considering what our Redeemer suf
fered for the purchasing our pardon, and the terms upon which 
the precious benefits of his death are conveyed to us; and what 
he hath done to restore our lost holiness, that we may be quah-
fied for the enjoyment of God. 

First. God's infinite purity is declared in his justice ; in that 
he would not pardon sin, but upon such terms as might fully de
monstrate how odious it was to him. What inflamed the wrath 
of God against his beloved Sou, whom by a voice from heaven 
he declared to be the object of his delight ? What made him 
inexorable to his prayers and tears, when he solicited the divine 
power and love, the attributes that relieve the miserable, crying, 
" Abba, Father, all things are possible to thee, let this cup pass 
from me ?" What made him suspend all comforting influences, 
and by a dreadfiil desertion afflict him when he was environed 
with sorrows ? It is sin only that caused this fierce displeasure, 
not inherent, (for the Messiah " was cut off, but not for him-
selfj") but imputed by his voluntary undertaking for us. " God 
so loved the world," and so hated sin, that he gave his Son to 
purchase our pardon by sufferings. When his compassions to 
man were at the highest, yet then his antipathy against sin was 
so strong, that no less sacrifice could reconcile him to ns. Thus 
God declared himself to be unappeasable to sin, though not to 
sinners. 

Secondly. The privileges that are purchased by our Redeemer's 
sufferings, are dispensed upon those terms which are honourable 
to God's holiness. I will instance in the three gxeat benefits of 
the evangelical covenant: the pardon of sin, adoption into God's 
family, and the inheritance of glory, all which are conditional, 
and annexed to special qualifications in the persons who have a 
title to them. 

1. The death of Christ is beneficial to pardon and life, only 
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to those who repent and believe. The holy God will by no means 
spare the guilty, that is, declare the guilty innocent, or forgive 
an incapable subject. All the promises of grace and mercy are 
with respect to repentance from dead works, and to a lively faith. 
" The Son of God is made a Prince and a Saviour, to give re
pentance and remission of sins." And the apostle tells us, that 
" being justified by faith, we have peace with God, through our 
Lord Jesus Christ." The first includes a cordial grief for sins 
passed, and sincere effectual resolutions to forsake them; and 
hath a necessary conjunction with pardon, as by virtue of the 
divine command, so from a condecency and fitness with respect 
to God the giver of pardon, and to the quality of the blessing 
itself. The other qualification is faith, to which justification is 
in a special manner attributed; not in respect of efficiency or 
merit, for the mercy of God upon the account of Christ's satis
faction is the sole cause of our pardon: but as a moral instru
ment, that is the condition upon which God absolves man from 
his guilt. And this grace of faith, as it respects entire Christ in 
all his offices, so it contains the seed and first life of evange
lical obedience. It crucifies our lusts, overcomes the world, 
works by love, as well as justifies the person by relying on the 
merits of Christ for salvation. 

2. Adoption into God's family (the purchase of Christ's meri
torious suflferings. Gal. 1. 7. who redeemed us from the servi
tude of sin and death) is conferred upon us in regeneration. For 
this prerogative consists not merely in an extrinsic relation to 
God, and a title to the eternal inheritance; but in our participa
tion of the divine nature, whereby we are the living images of 
God's holiness. Civil adoption gives the title, but not the reality 
of a Son; but the divine is efficacious, and changes us into the 
real likeness of our heavenly Father. We cannot enter into this 
state of favour, but upon our cleansing from all impurity : " be 
separate from the pollutions of the profane world, and I will re
ceive you, and will be a father unto you, and ye shall be my sons 
and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty." 2 Cor. 6. 17. These 
are the indispensable terms upon which we are received into that 
honourable alliance. None can enjoy the privilege, but those 
that yield the obedience of children. 

3. Holiness is the condition on which our future blessedness 
depends. Electing mercy doth not produce our glorification im¬
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mediately, but begins in our vocation and justification, which 
are the intermediate links in the chain of salvation : as natural 
causes work on a distant object, by passing through the medium. 
God first gives grace, then glory. The everlasting covenant that 
is sealed by the blood of Christ, establishes the connexion be
tween them : " blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see 
God." Mat 5. 8. The exclusion of all others is peremptory and 
universal: " without holiness no man shall see the Lord." Heb. 
12. 14. " The righteousness of the kingdom" is the only way 
of entering into it. A few good actions scattered in our lives are 
not available, but a course of obedience brings to happiness. 
" Those who by patient continuance in well-doing, seek for glory 
and honour, and immortality, shall inherit eternal life." Rom. 
2. 7. This is not a mere positive appointment, but grounded 
en the unchangeable respect of things. There is a rational con
venience between holiness and happiness, according to the wis
dom and goodness of God ; and it is expressed in scripture by 
the natural relation of the seed to the harvest, both as to the 
quality and measure: " what a man sows, that shall he reap." 
Gal. 6. 7. We must be like God in purity, before we can be in 
felicity. Indeed, it would be a disparagement to God's holiness, 
and pollute heaven itself, to receive unsanctified persons, as im-
piire as those in hell. It is equally impossible for the creature to 
be happy without the favour of the holy God, and for God to 
communicate his favour to the sinful creature. Briefly, accord
ing to the law of faith, no wicked person hath any right to the 
satisfaction Christ made, nor to the inheritance he purchased for 
believers. 

Thirdly. Man in his corrupt state is deprived of spiritual life, 
so that till revived by special grace, he can neither obey nor enjoy 
God. Now the Redeemer is made a quickening principle to in
spire us with new life. 

In order to our sanctification he hath done four things: 
1. He hath given us the most perfect laws as the rule of ho

liness. 
2. He exhibited the most complete pattern of holiness in his 

Efe upon the earth. 
3. He purchased and conveys the spirit of holiness, to renew, 

and to enable us for the performance of our duties. 
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4. He hath presented the strongest inducements and motives 
to persuade us to be holy. 

1. He hath given to men the most perfect laws as the rule of 
holiness. The principal parts of the holy life, are, " ceasing 
from evil and doing well." Isa. I . 16, 17. Now the commands 
of Christ refer to the purifying of us from sin, and the adorning 
us with all graces for the discharge of our universal duty. 

(I.) They enjoin a real and absolute separation, " from all 
filthiness of the flesh and spirit." 2 Cor 7. 1. The outward and 
inward man must be cleansed, not only from pollutions of a 
deeper dye, but from all carnality and hypocrisy. " The grace 
of God that brings salvation hath appeared to all men, teaching 
them to deny ungodliness, and worldly lusts," Tit. 2. 11, 12. 
all those irregular and impetuous desires wliich are raised by 
worldly objects, honours, riches and pleasures, and reign in 
worldly men; pride, covetousness and voluptuousness. The gos
pel is most clear, full and vehement, for the true and inward 
mortification of the whole body of corruption, of every particular 
darling sin. It commands us " to pluck out the right eye, and 
to cut off the right hand," Mat 5. 29, 30. that is, to part with 
every gratefiil and gainful lust. It obliges us to " crucify the 
flesh, with the affections and lusts." Gal. 5. 2, 11. 

The laws of men regard external actions as prejudicial to so
cieties : but of thoughts and resolutions that break not forth into 
act, there can be no human accusation and judgment; they are 
exempted from the jurisdiction of the magistrate. But the law 
of Christ reforms the powers of the soul, and all the most secret 
and inward motions that depend upon them. It forbids the first 
irregular impressions of the carnal appetite. We must hate sin 
in all its degrees, strangle it in the birth, destroy it in the con
ception. We are enjoined to fly the appearances and accesses of 
evil; whatever is of a suspicious nature and not fully consistent 
wth the purity of the gospel, and whatever invites to sin, and 
exposes us to the power of it, becomes vicious, and must be 
avoided. That glorious purity, that shall adorn the church when 
our Redeemer presents it " without spot or wrinkle, or any such 
thing," Ephes. 5. 27 every christian must aspire to in this life. 
In short, the gospel commands us " to be holy as God is holy," 
1 Pet. 1. 15, who is infinitely distant from the least conceivable 
pollution. 

c c 4 

Still Waters Revival Books - All Rights Reserved - www.PuritanDownloads.com 

http://www.PuritanDownloads.com


408 T H E HARMONY OF CHAP. X V I . 

(2.) The precepts of Christ contain all solid substantial good
ness, that is essentially necessary in order to our supreme hap
piness, and prepares us for the life of heaven. In his sermon on 
the mount, he commands to us humility, meekness and mercy, 
peaceableness and patience, and doing good for evil, which are 
so many beams of God's image, the reflections of his goodness 
upon intelligent creatures. And that comprehensive precept of 
the apostle describes the duties of all christians: " whatsoever 
things are true." Phil. 4. 8. Truth is the priucipal character of 
our profession, and is to be expressed in our words and actions : 
" whatsoever things are honest" or venerable, i. e. answer the 
dignity of our high calling, and agree with the gravity and come
liness of the christian profession: " whatsoever things are just," 
according to divine and human laws: " whatsoever things are 
pure," we must preserve the heart, the hand, the tongue, the eye, 
from impurity; " whatsoever things are lovely and of good re
port;" some graces are amiable and attractive in the view of 
men, as easiness to pardon, a readiness to oblige, compassion to 
the aflflicted, liberality to the necessitous, sweetness of conversa
tion without gall and bitterness; these are of universal esteem 
with mankind, and soften the most savage tempers: " if there 
be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things." 
And St. Peter excites believers, to join to their faith, by which 
the gospel of Christ is embraced, intellectual and moral virtues, 
without which it is but a vain picture of Christianity: " add to 
your faith virtue, and to virtue knowledge, and to knowledge 
temperance, and to temperance patience, and to patience godli
ness, and to godliness brotherly-kindness, and to brotherly-kind
ness charity." 2 Pet. 1.5. He enforces the command; "give 
all diligence that these things abound in you, and ye shall nei
ther be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of Christ." 
Now these graces purify and perfect, refine and raise the human 
nature, and without a command their goodness is a strong obli--
gation. 

I will take a more distinct view of the precepts of Christ as 
they are set down in that excellent abridgment of them by the 
apostle. " The grace of God that bringeth salvation hath ap
peared to all men, teaching us, that denying ungodliness and 
worldly lusts, we should hve soberly, righteously, and godly in this 
present world. 2 Tit. I L 12. 
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Here is a distribution of our duties with respect to their seve
ral objects, ourselves, others, and God. The first are regulated 
by temperance, the second by justice, the third by godliness. 
And from the accomplishment of these is formed that holiness 
without which no man shall see God. 

1st. In respect to ourselves, we must live soberly. Temper
ance governs the sensual appetites and affections by sanctified 
reason. The gospel allows the sober and chaste use of pleasures, 
but absolutely and severely forbids all excess in those that are 
lawful, and abstinence from all that are unlawful, that stain and 
vilify the soul, and alienate it from converse with God, and mor
tify its taste to spiritual delights. By sensual complacency man 
first lost his innocence and happiness, and till the ilesh is subdu
ed to the spirit, he can never recover them. " The carnal mind 
is enmity against God. Fleshly lusts war against the soul." 
1 Pet. 2. 11. Therefore we are urged with the most affectionate 
earnestness, to abstain from them, by withdrawing their incentives, 
and crucifying our corrupt inclinations. In short, the law of 
Christ obliges us, so to deal with the body as an enemy, (that is 
disposed to revolt against the spirit) by watching over all our 
senses, lest they should betray us to temptations; so to preserve 
it as a thing consecrated to God, from all impurity, that will 
render it unworthy the honour of being the temple of the Holy 
Ghost. 

2dly. We are commanded to live righteously, in our relation 
to others. Justice is the supreme virtue of human life, that ren̂  
ders to every one what is due. The gospel gives rules for men 
in every state and place, to do what reason requires. As no 
condition is excluded from its blessedness, so every one is obliged 
by its precepts. Subjects are commanded to obey all the lawful 
commands of authority, and "not resist," Rom. 13. 1. and that 
upon the strongest motives, " not only for wrath but for consci
ence sake." Ver. 5. They must obey man for God's sake, but 
never disobey God for man's sake. And princes are obliged to 
be " an encouragement to good works, and a terror to the evil," 
Rom. 13. 3. " that those who are under them may lead a quiet 
and peaceable life, in all godliness and honesty." 1 Tim. 2. 2. 
It enjoins all the respective duties of husbands and wives, pa
rents and children, masters and servants. And that in all con-
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tracts and commerce none " defraud his brother: * accordingly 
in the esteem of christians, he is more rehgious who is the more 
righteous than others. Briefly, christian righteousness is not to 
be measured by the rigour of the laws, but by that rule of uni
versal equity delivered by our Saviour, " whatsoever you would 
have others do to you, do it to them." Mat 7. 12. 

3dly. We are instructed by the law of Christ to Hve godly. 
This part of our duty respects our apprehensions, affections and 
demeanour to God, which must be suitable to his glorious per
fections. The gospel hath revealed them clearly to us, viz. the 
unity, simplicity, eternity and purity of the divine nature; that it 
subsists in three persons, the Father, Son, and Spirit; and his 
wisdom, power and goodness in the work of our redemption. It 
requires that we pay the special honour that is due to God, in 
the esteem and veneration of our minds, in the subjection of our 
wills, in the assent of our affections to him as their proper ob
ject. That we have an entire faith in his word, a firm hope in 
his promises, a holy jealousy for his honour, a religious care in 
his service: and that we express our reverence, love and depend-
ance on him in our prayers and praises. That our worship of 
him be in such a manner, as becomes God who receives it, and 
man that presents it. God is a pure spirit, and man is a rea
sonable creature, " therefore he must worship him in spirit and 
truth." And since man in his fallen state cannot approach the 
holy and just God without a Mediator, he is directed by the gos
pel to address himself to the " throne of grace, in the name of 
the Lord Jesus Christ," who alone can reconcile our persons, 
and render our services acceptable with his Father. 

Besides the immediate service of the Deity, godliness includes 
the propension and tendency of the soul to him in the whole con
versation ; and it contains three things: 

(1.) That our obedience proceeds from love to God as its vital 
principle. This must warm and animate the external action: 
this alone makes obedience as delightfiil to us as pleasing to God. 

He shows mercy to those who love him, and keep his com
mandments." Exod. 20. 6. "Faith worketh by love," and 
inclines the soul to obey with the same affection that God enjoins 
the precept. 

• 1 TAes.i.G, Apud nos ille religiosior qui juslior. Minut. 
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(2.) That all our conversation be regulated by his will as the 
rule. He is our Father and Sovereign, and the respect to his 
law, gives to every action the formaHty of obedience. We must 
choose our duty, because he commands it: " whatsoever ye do 
in word, or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus;" that is, 
for his command, and by his assistance. 

(3.) That the glory of God be the supreme end of all our ac
tions. This qualification must adhere not only to necessary du
ties, but to our natural and civil actions. " Our light must so 
shine before men, that they may see our good works, and glorify 
our Father which is in heaven." Mat. 5. 16. " Whether we 
eat or drink, or whatsoever we do, all must be done," in a regu
lar and due proportion, " to the glory of God." 1 Cor. 10. 31. 
A general designation of this is absolutely requisite, 1 Pet. 4. 11. 
and the renewing of our intentions actually in matters of mo
ment. For he being the sole author of our lives and happiness, 
we cannot without extreme ingratitude and disobedience, neglect 
to " glorify him in our bodies and spirits which are his," 1 Cor. 
6. 19, 20. 

This religious tendency of the soul to God, as the supreme 
Lord and our utmost end, sanctifies our actions, and gives an 
excellency to them above what is inherent in their own nature. 
Thus moral duties towards men, when they are directed to God 
become divine. Heb. 13. 16. Acts of charity are so many sa
cred oblations to the Deity. Men are but the altars upon which 
we lay our presents: God receives them, as if immediately offer
ed to his majesty, and consumed to his honour. Such was the 
charity of the Philippians towards the relief of the apostle, which 
he calls " an odour of a sweet smell, a sacrifice acceptable, well-
pleasing to God." Phil. 4. 18. The same bounty was an act 
of compassion to man, and devotion to God. This changes the 
nature of the meanest and most troublesome things. What was 
more vile and harsh than the employment of a slave ? yet a re
spect to God makes it a religious service, that is, the most noble 
and voluntary of all human actions. For the behever addressing 
" his service to Christ," Ephes. 6. 5. and the infidel only to his 
master, he doth cheerfully what the other doth by constraint, 
and "adorns the gospel of God our Saviour," Tit. 2. 10. as 
truly as if he were in a higher condition. 

All virtues are of the same descent and family, though in re-

Still Waters Revival Books - All Rights Reserved - www.PuritanDownloads.com 

http://www.PuritanDownloads.com


412 T H E HARMONY OF CHAP. X V I . 

spect of the matter about which they are conversant, and their 
exercise, they are different. Some are heroical, some are hum
ble ; and the lowest being conducted by love to God in the mean
est offices, shall have an eternal reward. In short, piety is the 
principle and chief ingredient of righteousness and charity to 
men. For, since God is the author of our common nature, and 
the relations whereby we are united one to another, it is neces
sary that a regard to him should be the first, and have an influ
ence upon all other duties. 

I shall fiirther consider some particular precepts, which the 
gospel doth especially enforce upon us, and the reasons of them. 

1st. That concerning humility, the peculiar grace of christians, 
so becoraJng our state as creatures and sinners; the parent and 
nurse of other graces, that preserves in us the light of faith, and 
the heat of love; that procures modesty in prosperity, and pati
ence in adversity; that is the root of gratitude and obedience, 
and is so lovely in God's eyes, that " he gave his grace to the 
humble." This our Saviour makes a necessary qualification in 
all those who shall enter into his kingdom : " except ye be con
verted and become as little children, ye shall not enter into the 
kingdom of heaven." Mat. 18. 3. As by humility he purcha
sed our salvation, so by that grace we possess it. And since 
pride arises out of ignorance, the gospel to cause in us a just and 
lowly sense of our unworthiness, discovers the nakedness and mi
sery of the human nature, divested of its primitive righteousness. 
It reveals the transmission of original sin, from the first man to 
all his posterity, wherewith they are infected and debased; a 
mystery so far from our knowledge, that the participation of it 
seems impossible, and unjust to carnal reason: " we are dead 
in sins and trespasses," Ephes. 2. without any spiritual strength 
to perform our duty. The gospel ascribes all that is good in 
man to the free and powerful grace of God: " he works in us to 
will and to do of his good pleasure." Phil. 2. 12. He gives 
grace to some, because he is good; denies it to others, because 
he is just; but doth injury to none, because all being guilty, he 
owes' it to none. Grace in its being and activity entirely de
pends upon him. As the drowsy sap is drawn forth into flou
rishing and fruitfiilness by the approaches of the sun : so habitua' 
grace is drawn forth into act by the presence and influences of 
the Sun of Righteousness. " Without me," our Saviour tells his 
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disciples, John 15. .5. " yon can do nothing. I have laboured 
more abundantly than they all," saith the apostle, 1 Cor. 11. 
13. " yet not 1, but the grace of God in me." The operations 
of grace are ours, but the power that enables us is from God. 
Our preservation from evil, and perseverance in good, is a most 
free unmerited favour, the effect of his renewed grace in the 
course of our lives. Without his special assistance, we should 
every hour forsake him, and provoke him to forsake us. As the 
iron cannot ascend or hang in the air longer than the virtue of 
the loadstone draws it; so our affections cannot ascend to those 
glorious things that are above, without the continually attracting 
power of grace. It is by humble prayer wherein we acknowledge 
our wants and unworthiness, and declare our dependance upon 
the divine mercy and power, that we obtain grace. Now from 
these reasons the gospel commands humility, in our demeanour 
towards God and men. And if we seriously consider them, how 
can any crevice be opened in the heart for the least breath of 
jiride to enter ? How can a poor diseased wretch that hath 
neither money, nor can by any industry procure nourishment, or 
physic for his deadly diseases, and receives from a merciful per
son not only food, but sovereign medicines brought from another 
world (for such is the divine grace sent to us from heaven) with
out his desert, or possibility of retribution, be proud towards his 
benefactor ? How can he that only lives upon alms, boast that 
he is rich ? How can a creature be proud of the gifts of God, 
which it cannot possess without humility, and 'vithout acknow
ledging that they are derived from mercy ? If we had continued 
in our integrity, the praise of all had been entirely due to God; 
for our faculties and the excellent dispositions that fitted them 
for action, were bestowed upon us freely by him, and depended 
upon his grace in their exercise. But there is now greater rea
son to attribute the glory of all our goodness solely to him : for 
he revives our dead souls by the power of the spirit, of the sanc
tifying spirit, without which we are " to every good work repro
bate." Since all our spiritual abilities are graces, the more we 
have received, the more we are obliged; and therefore should 
be more humble and thankful to the author of them. And in 
comparing ourselves with others, the gospel forbids all proud re
flections that we are dignified above them : tor, " who maketh 
thee to differ from another ? And what hast thou that thou 
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didst not receive ? And if thou didst receive it, why dost thou 
glory, as if thou hadst not received it ?" If God discern one 
from another by special gift, the man hath nothing of his own 
that makes him excellent. Although inherent graces command 
a respect from others to the person in whom they shine, yet he 
that possesses them, ought rather to consider himself in those 
qualities that are natural, and make him like the worst, than in 
those that are divine, proceeding from the sole favour of God, 
and that exalt him above them. 

Add further, that God hath ordained in the gospel repentance 
and faith, which are humbling graces, to be the conditions of 
our obtaining pardon. By repentance we acknowledge that if 
we are condemned it is just severity, and if we are saved it is rich 
mercy. And faith absolutely excludes boasting. For it supposes 
the creature guilty, and receives pardon from the sovereign grace 
of God, upon the account of our crucified Redeemer. The be
nefit, and the manner of our receiving it, was typified in the mi
raculous cure of the Israelites, by looking up to the brazen ser
pent. For the act of seeing is performed by receiving the ima
ges derived from objects: it is rather a passion than an action, 
that it might appear that the healing virtue was merely from the 
power of God, and the honour of it entirely his. In short, God 
had respect to the lowliness of this grace, in appointing it to be 
the qualification of a justified person : for the most firm reliance 
on God's mercy, is always joined with the strongest renouncing 
of our own merits. Briefly, to excite humility in us, the gospel 
tells us, that the glorious reward is from rich bounty and libera
lity : " the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our 
Lord." Rom. 6. 23. As the election of us to glory, so the ac
tual possession of it proceeds from pure favour. There is no 
more proportion between all our services, and that high and 
eternal felicity, than between the running a few steps, and the 
obtaining an imperial crown. Indeed not only heaven, but all 
the graces that are necessary to purify and prepare us for it, we 
receive from undeserved mercy. So that God crowns in us not 
our proper works, but his own proper gifts. 

2dly. The gospel strictly commands self-denial, when the ho
nour of God and religion is concerned. Jesus tells his disciples. 
Mat. 16. 24. " If any man will come after me, let him deny 
himself, and take up his cross and follow me." Life, and all the 
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comforts of it, estates, honours, relations, pleasures must be put 
under our feet, to take the first step with our Redeemer. This 
is absolutely necessary to the being of a christian. In the pre
paration of his mind, and the resolution of his will, he must live 
a martyr; and whensoever his duty requires, he must break all 
the retinacula vita, the voluntary bands that fasten us to the 
world, and die a martyr, rather than suffer a divorce to be made 
between his heart and Christ. Whatsoever is most esteemed 
and loved in the world, must be parted with as a snare, if it 
tempts us from obedience; or offered up as a sacrifice, when the 
glory of God calls for it. And this command that appears so 
hard to sense, is most just and reasonable : for God hath by so 
many titles a right to us, that we ought to make an entire dedi
cation of ourselves and our most valuable interests to him. Our 
Redeemer infinitely denied himself to save us, and it is most just 
we should in gratitude deny ourselves to serve him. Besides, an 
infinite advantage redounds to us: for our Saviour assures us. 
Mat. 16. 25. that "whosoever will save his life," when it is in
consistent with the performance of his duty, " shall lase it; and 
whosoever Will lose his life for his sake, shall find it." Now 
what is more prudent, than of two evils that are propounded, to 
choose the least ? that is, temporal death, rather than eternal; 
and of two goods that are offered to our choice, to prefer the 
greater, a life in heaven before that on the earth. Especially if 
we consider, that we must shortly yield the present life to the 
infirmities of nature; and it is the richest traffic to exchange 
that which is frail and mortal, for that which remains in its per
fection for ever, 

3dly. The gospel enjoins universal love among men. This is 
" that fire which Christ came to kindle upon the earth, Rom. 
13. 8, 9. it is the abridgment of all christian perfection, the fiil-
filling of the divine law, for all the particular precepts are in sub
stance, love. He that loves his neighbour, will have a tender 
regard to his life, honour and estate, which is the sum of the se
cond table. The extent of our love must be to all that partake 
of the same common nature. The universal consanguinity be
tween men, should make us regard them as our allies. Every 
man that wants our help, is our neighbour. " Do good to all," 
is the command of the apostle. Gal. 6. 10. For the quality of 
our love, it " must be unfeigned, without dissimulation." 1 Pet. 
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1. 22. The image of it in words, without real effects, provokes 
the divine displeasure : for as all falsehood is odious to the God 
of tmth, so especially the counterfeiting of charity, that is, the 
impression of his spirit, and the seal of his kingdom. A sincere 
pure affection that rejoices at the good, and resents the evils of 
others as our own, and expresses itself in all real offices, not for 
our private respects, but their benefit, is required of us. And 
as to the degree of our love, we are commanded " above all 
things to have fervent charity among ourselves. * This princi
pally respects christians, who are united by so many sacred and 
amiable bands, as being formed of the same etemal seed, chil
dren of the same heavenly Father, and joint-heirs of the same 
glorious inheritance. Christian charity hath a more noble prin
ciple than the affections of nature; for it proceeds from the love 
of God shed abroad in believers, to make them of one heart and 
one soul: and a more divine pattern, the example of Christ; 
who hath by his sufferings restored us to the favour of God, that 
we should love one another as he hath loved us. This duty is 
most strictly enjoined, for without love angelical eloquence is but 
an empty noise, 1 Cor. 13. and all other virtues have but a false 
lustre; prophecy, faith, knowledge, miracles, the highest outward 
acts of charity or self-denial, the giving our estates to the poor, 
or bodies to martyrdom, arc neither pleasing to God, nor profit
able to him that does them. 

Besides, that special branch of love, the forgiving of injuries, 
is the peculiar law of our Saviour. For the whole world con
sents to the returning evil for evil. The vicious love of ourselves 
makes us very sensible, and according to our perverse judgments, 
to revenge an injury seems as just as to requite a benefit. 
From hence revenge is the mast rebellious and obstinate passion. 
An offence remains as a thorn in the mind, that inflames and 
torments it, till it is appeased by a vindication. It is more diffi
cult to " overcome the spirit, than to gain a battle." We are 
apt to revolve in our thoughts injuries that have been done to us, 
and after a long distance of time the memory represents them as 
fresh as at the first. Now the gospel commands a hearty and 
entire forgiveness of injuries, though repeated never so often, "to 
seventy seven times," and allows not the least liberty of private 

• 1 Pet. 4, 8. Tot & tanta Christiana nomlnii charissima vincula. August, 
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revenges. We must not only quench the fire of anger, but kin
dle the fire of love towards our greatest enemies. " I say unto 
you, love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to 
them that hate you, pray for them which despitefully use you and 
persecute you." Mat. 5. 44. This is urged from the consider
ation " of God's forgiving us," Col. 3. 13. who being infinitely 
provoked, yet pardons innumerable faults to us, moved only by 
his mercy. And how reasonable is it that we should at his com--
mand remit a few faults to our brethren ? To extinguish the 
strong inclination that is in corrupt nature to revenge, our Savi
our hath suspended the promise of pardon to us upon our par
doning others. " For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your 
heavenly Father will also forgive you. But if ye forgive not their 
trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses." He 
that is cruel to another cannot expect mercy, but in every prayer 
to God, indicts himself, and virtually pronounces his own con
demnation. 

41y. The gospel enjoins contentment in every state, which ia 
our great duty and felicity, mainly influential upon our whole life 
to prevent both sin and misery : " be content with such things 
as you have, for he hath said, I will never leave tbee, not forsake 
thee." Heb. 13. 5. It forbids all murmuringa against provi
dence, which is the seed of rebellion, and all anxious t̂ ioughts 
concerning things fiiture, "Take no thought for to-morrow," 
Mat. 6. 31. We should not anticipate evils by our apprehen
sions and fears, they come fast enough; nor retain their aiRicting 
memory to imbitter our lives, they stay long enough: "sufficient 
for the day is the evil thereof." Our corrupt desires are vast and 
restless as the sea, and when contradicted, fhey betray us to dis
content and disobedience. The gospel therefore retrenches all 
inordinate affections, and vehemently condemns covetousnesa, as 
a vice not to be named among saints but with abhorrence. It 
discovers to us most clearly, that temporal thing* are not the 
materials of our happiness: for the Son of God voluntarily denied 
himself the enjoyment of them. And as the highest stars are so 
much distant from an eclipse, as they are above the shadow of 
the earth; so the soul that in its esteem and desires is above the 
world, its brightness and joy cannot be darkened or eclipsed by 
any accidents there. The gospel forbids all vain sorrows, as well 
as vain pleasures; and distinguishes real godliness fiom an a,p-

Still Waters Revival Books - All Rights Reserved - www.PuritanDownloads.com 

http://www.PuritanDownloads.com


418 T H E HARMONY O F CHAP. X V I . 

pearance by contentment as its inseparable character. " Godliness 
with contentment is great gain." 1 Tim. 6. 6. When we are 
in the siiddest circumstances, our Saviour commands us " to pos
sess our souls in patience," Luke 12. 19. to preserve a calm con
stitution of spirit, which no storms from without can discompose. 
For this end he assures us that nothing comes to pass without 
the knowledge and efficiency, or at least, permission of God: that 
" the hairs of our head are numbered, and not one falls to the 
earth r/ithout his licence." Now the serious belief of a wise, 
nist, and powerful providence, that governs all things, hath a 
mighty efficacy to maintain a constant tranquillity and equal tem
per in the soul amidst the confusions of the world. " God works 
all things according to the counsel of his own will:" Ephes. 1. 
11. and if we could discover the immediate reasons of every pro
vidence, we cannot have more satisfaction than from this general 
principle, that is applicable to all as light to every colour, that 
what God doth is always best. This resolves all the doubts of 
the most entangled minds, and rectifies our false judgments. 
From hence a believer hath as true content in complying with 
God's will, as if God had complied with his, and is reconciled to 
every condition. Besides, the gospel assures us, that "all 
things work together for the good of those that love God." Rom. 
8. 28. For their spiritual good at present, by weakening their 
corruptions; for affliction is a kind of manage, by which the sen
sual part is exercised and made pliable to the motions of the spi
rit : and by increasing their graces, the invaluable treasures of 
heaven. If the dearest objects of our affections, the most worthy 
of our love and grief, are taken away, it is for this reason, that God 
may have our love himself in its most intense and inflamed de
gree. And afflictions are in order to their everlasting good. 
Now the certain expectation of a blessed issue out of all troubles, 
is to the heart of a christian as the putting a rudder to a ship, 
which without it is exposed to the fury of the winds and in con
tinual dangers, but by its guidance makes use of every wind to 
convey it to its port. Hope produces not only acquiescence, 
Rom. 12. 12. but joy in the sharpest tribulations. For every 
true christian being ordained to a glorious and supernatural 
blessedness hereafter; all things that befal them here below as 
means, are regulated and transformed into the nature of the end 
to which they carry them. Accordingly the apostle assures us. 

Still Waters Revival Books - All Rights Reserved - www.PuritanDownloads.com 

http://www.PuritanDownloads.com


CHAP. X V ( . T H E D I V I N E ATTRIBUTES. 419 

2 Cor. 4. 17. That "our light afflictions which are but for a 
moment, work for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of 
glory." To consider this life as the passage to another that is as 
durable as eternity, and as blessed as the enjoyment of God can 
make it; that the present miseries have a final respect to future 
happiness, will change our opinion about them, and render them 
not only tolerable, but so far amiable as they are instrumental 
and preparatory for it. If the bloody, as well as the milky way, 
leads to God's throne, a christian willingly walks in it. In 
short, a lively hope accompanies a christian to his last expiring 
breath, till it is consummated in celestial fruition. So that death 
itself, the universal terror of mankind, is made desirable as an 
entrance into immortality, and the first day of our triumph. 
Thus I have considered some particular precepts of Christ, which 
are of the greatest use for the government of our hearts and lives; 
and the reasons upon which they are grounded to make them ef
fectual. Now to discover more fiilly the completeness of the 
evangelical rule, I will consider it with respect to the law of Mo
ses, and the philosophy of the heathens. 
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CHAP. XVH. 

The perfection of Chiist's laws appears by comparing them with the precepts 
of Moses. The temple-service was managed with pomp suitable to the dis
position of the Jews, and the dispensation of the law. The christian ser
vice is pure and spiritual- The levitical ceremonies and ornaments are 
excluded from it, not only as unnecessary, but inconsistent with its spiri
tuality. The obligation to the rituals of Moses is abolished, to introduce 
real righteousness. The indulgence of polygamy and divorce is taken 
away by Christ, and marriage restored to its primitive purity. He clear
ed the law from the darkening glosses of the pharisees: and enforced it by 
new obligations. The law of Christ exceeds the rules which the highest 
masters of morality in the school of nature ever prescribed. Philosophy is 
defective as to piety, and in several things contrary to it. Philosophers 
delivered unworthy conceptions of God. Philosophy doth not enjoin tbe 
love of God, which is the first and great command of the natural law. 
Philosophers lay down the servile maxim, to comply with the common 
idolatry. They arrogated to themselves the praise of their virtue and hap
piness. Philosophy doth not propound the glory of God for the supreme 
end of all human actions. Philosophy is defective as to tbe duties respect
ing ourselves and others. It allows the first sinful motions of the lower 
appetites. The Stoics renounce the passions. Philosophy insufiieient to 
form the soul to patience and content under atllictions ; and to support in 
the hour of death. A reflection upon some immoral maxims of the several 
sects of philosophers. 

THE perfections of the laws of Christ will fiirther appear, hy 
comparing them with the precepts of Moses, and with the rules 
which the highest masters of morality in the school of nature 
have prescribed for the directing of onr lives. 

I. The gospel exceeds tlie Mosaical institution. 
1. In ordaining a service that is pure, spiritual, and divine, 

consisting in the contemplation, love and praises of God, such as 
holy angels perform above. The temple-service was managed 
with pomp and external magnificence, suitable to the disposition 
of that people and the dispensation of the law. The church was 
then " in its infant-sate, as St. Paul expresses it: and that age 
is more wrought on by sense than reason: for such is the subor
dination of our faculties, that the vegetative acts, then the sensi
tive, then the rational, as the organs appointed for its use acquire 
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perfection. The knowledge of the Jews was obscure and imper
fect, and the external patt of their religion was ordered in such a 
manner, that the senses were much affected. Their lights, per
fumes, music and sacrifices were the proper entertainment of 
iheir external faculties. Besides, being encompassed with na
tions whose service to their idols was full of ceremonies, to ren
der the temptation ineffectual, and talce off from the efficacy of 
those allurements which might seduce them to the imitation of 
idolatry, God ordained his service to be performed with great 
splendour. Add fiirther, the dispensation of the law was typical 
and mysterious, representing by visible material objects, and their 
power to ravish the senses, spiritual things, and their efficacy to 
work upon the soul. But our Redeemer hath rent the veil, and 
brought forth heavenly things into a full day, and the clearest 
evidence. Whereas Moses was very exact in describing the nu
merous ceremonies of the Jewish religion, the quality of their sa
crifices, the place, the persons by whom they must be prepared 
and presented to the Lord: we are now commanded to draw near 
to God with " cleansed hands and purified hearts, and that men 
pray every where, lifting up holy hands, without wrath and 
doubting." Every place is a temple, and every christian a priest, 
to offer up spiritual incense to God. The most of the levitical 
ceremonies and ornaments are excluded from the chrisian service, 
not only as unnecessary but inconsistent with its spiritualness: as 
paint, they corrupt the native beauty of religion. The apostle 
tells us, that human elocpience was not used in the first preaching 
of the gospel, lest it should render the truth of it uncertain, and 
rob the cross of Christ of its glory in converting the world: for 
there might be some pretence to imagine, that it was not the su
pernatural virtue of the doctrine, and the efficacy of its reasons, 
but the artifice of orators that overcame the spirits of men. So, 
if the service of the gospel were made so pompous, the worship
pers would be inclined to beheve, that the external part was the 
most principal, and to content themselves in that without the 
aims and affections of the soul, which aie the life of all our ser
vices. Besides, upon another account outward pomp in religion 
is apter to quench than inflame devotion : for we are so com
pounded of flesh and spirit, that when the corporeal faculties are 
vehemently affected with their objects, it is very hard for the spi
ritual to act with equal vigour; there being such commerce be-
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tween the fancy and the outward senses, that they are never ex
ercised in the reception of their ohjccts, hut the imagination is 
drawn that way, and cannot present to the mind distinctly and 
with the calmness that is requisite, those things on which our 
thoughts should he fixed. But when those diverting objects are 
removed, the soul directly ascends to God, and looks on him as 
the searcher and judge of the heart; and worships him propor
tionably to his perfections. That this was the design of Christ, 
appears particularly in the institution of the sacraments, which 
he ordained in a merciful condescension to our present state: for 
there is a natural desire in us to have pledges of things promised; 
therefore he was pleased to add to the declaration of his will in 
the gospel the sacraments, as confirming seals of his love ; by 
which the application of his benefits is more special, and the re
presentation more lively, than that which is merely by the word. 
But they are few in number, only baptism and the Lord's sup
per, simple in their nature, and easy in their signification, most 
fit to relieve our infirmities, and to raise our souls to heavenly 
things. Briefly, the service of the gospel is answerable to the 
excellent light of knowledge shed abroad in the hearts of chris
tians. 

2. Our Redeemer hath abolished all obligation to the other ri
tuals of Moses, to introduce that real righteousness which was 
signified by them. The " carnal commandments" given to the 
Jews, are called " statutes that were not good," Ezek. 20. 25. 
either in respect of their matter, not being perfective of the hu
man nature; or their effect, for they brought death to the dis
obedient, not life to the obedient: the most strict observation of 
them did not make the performers either better, or happy. But 
christians are " dead to these elements," Col. 2. that is, per
fectly freed from subjection to them. " The kingdom of God 
consists not in meat and drink, but righteousness, and peace, and 
joy in the Holy Ghost; for he that in these things serves Christ, 
is acceptable to God, and approved of men." Rom. 14. 17, 18. 
We are commanded " to purge out the old leaven of malice and 
wickedness," that sours and swells the mind, and " to keep the 
feast" with the " unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. We 
are obliged to preserve ourselves undefiled from the moral imper
fections, the vices and passions, which were represented by the 
natural qualities of those creatures which were forbidden to the 
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Jews, and to purify the heart instead of the frequent washings un
der the law. But the gospel frees us from the intolerable yoke of 
the legal abstinences. Observations and disciplines, the amuse
ments of low and servile spirits, wherewith they would compen
sate their defects in real holiness, and exchange the substance of 
religion for the shadow and colours of it. For this reason the 
apostle is severe against those, who would join the fringes of 
Moses to the robe of Christ. 

3. The indulgence of polygamy and divorce that was granted 
to the Jews, is taken away by Christ, and marriage restored to 
the purity of its first institution. The permission of these was 
by a political law, and the effect was temporal impunity. For 
God is to be considered not only in the relation of a creator and 
universal governor, that gave laws to regulate conscience; but 
in a special relation to the Jews as their king by covenant. Be
sides his general right and dominion, he had a peculiar sove
reignty over them. And as in a civil state a prudent governor 
permits a less evil for the prevention of a greater, without an ap
probation of it; so God was pleased in his wisdom to tolerate 
those things, in condescension to their carnal and perverse hu
mours, Mai. 2. 14, 15. " for the hardness of their hearts," 
Mat. 19. 8. lest worse inconvenience should follow. But our 
Saviour reduces marriage to the sanctity of its original, when 
man was formed according to the image of God's holiness: Mat. 
19. 4, 5, 6. " He that made them at the beginning, made them 
male and female: for this cause shall a man leave father and 
mother, and cleave to his wife, and they twain shall be one-flesh. 
What therefore God hath joined together, let no man put asun
der." From the unity of the person, that one male was made 
and one female, it follows that the super-inducing of another 
into the marriage-bed is against the first institution. And the 
union that is between them not being only civil in a consent of 
wills, but natural by the joining of two bodies, something natu
ral must intervene to dissolve it, viz. the adultery of one party. 
Excepting that case, our Saviour severely forbids the putting the 
wife away and marrying another, as a violation of conjugal ho
nour. 

4. Our Redeemer hath improved the obligations of the moral 
law, by a clearer discovery of the purity and extent of its pre
cepts, and by a peculiar and powerful enforcement. In his ser-
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mon on the mount, he clears it from the darkening glosses of the 
Pharisees, who observed the letter of the law, but not the design 
of the Lawgiver. He declares that not only the gross act, but 
all things of the same alliance are forbidden; not only murder 
but rash anger, and viUfying words which wound the reputation: 
not only actual pollution, but the impurity of the eye, and the 
staining of the soul with unclean thoughts, are all comprised in 
the prohibition. He informs them that every man in calamity 
is their neighbour, and to be relieved, and commands them to 
love their deadliest enemies. Briefly, he tells the multitude. 
Mat. 5. 20. that " unless their righteousness exceed the righte
ousness of the Scribes and Pharisees," that is, the utmost that 
they thought themselves obliged to, " they should not enter into 
the kingdom of heaven." Besides, our Saviour hath superadded 
special enforcements to his precepts. The arguments to per
suade christians to be universally holy, from Christ's redeeming 
them for that great end, were not known either in the economy 
of nature, or the law : for before our lapsed state, there was no 
need of a Redeemer, and he was not revealed during the legal 
dispensation. His death was only shadowed forth in types, and 
foretold in such a manner as was obscure to the Jews. The gas
pel argues new reasons to increase our aversion from sin, which 
neither Adam nor Moses were acquainted with. So the apostle 
dehorts christians from uncleanness, because their bodies are 
" members of Christ, and temples of the Holy Ghost," 2 Cor. 9. 
19, 20. and therefore should be inviolably consecrated to purity. 
If the utensils of the temple were so sacred, that the employing 
them to a common use, was revenged in a miraculous manner; 
how much sorer punishment shall be inflicted on those who de
file themselves, after they were " sanctified by the blood of the 
covenant?" Heb. 10. 19. The gospel also recommends to us 
love to one another, in imitation of that admirable love which 
Christ expressed to us, and commands the highest obedience 
even unto death when God requires it, in conformity to our Re
deemer's sufferings. These and many other motives are derived 
from a pure vein of Christianity, and exalt the moral law to a 
higher pitch, as to its obligations upon men, than in its first de
livery by Moses. 

II. The laws of Christ exceed the rules which the best masters 
of morality in the sclwol of nature have prescribed for the go-, 

Still Waters Revival Books - All Rights Reserved - www.PuritanDownloads.com 

http://www.PuritanDownloads.com


C H A P . X V I I . T H E D I V I N E A T T R I B U T E S . 425 

vemment of our lives. It is true there are remaining principles 
of the moral law in the heart of man ; some warm sparks are still 
left which the philosophers laboured to enliven and cherish. 
Many excellent precepts of morality they delivered, either to calm 
the aifections and lay the storms in our breasts, whereby the 
most men are guilty and miserable, or to regulate the civil con
versation with others. And since the coming of Christ Prome
theus-like, * they brought their dead torches to the sun, and 
stole some light from the scriptures. Yet upon searching we 
shall easily discover, that notwithstanding all their boasts, to 
purge the soul from defilements contracted by union with the 
body, and to restore it to its primitive perfection, " they be
came vain in their thoughts, and their foolish heart was dark
ened." Although the vulgar heathens thought them to be guides 
in the safe way, yet they were companions with them in their 
wanderings; and truth instructs us, that " when the blind leads 
the blind, both fall into the ditch." I will briefly show that 
their morals are defective, and mixed with false rules: only pre
mising three things. 

1. That I shall not insist on their ignorance of our Redeemer, 
and their infidelity in respect of those evangelical mysteries that 
are only discovered by revelation ; for that precisely considered, 
doth not make them guilty before God: but only take notice of 
their defects in natural rehgion, and moral duties, to which " the 
law written in the heart" obliges all mankind. Rom. 2. 15. 

2. That virtue is not to be confounded with vice, although it 
is not assisted by special grace. Those who performed acts of 
civil justice, and kindness, and honour, were not guilty as those 
who violated all the laws of nature and reason. Their heroic 
actions were praiseworthy among men, and God gave them a 
temporal reward; although not being enlivened by faith, and 
purified by love to God, and an holy intention for his glory, they 
were dead works, unprofitable as to salvation. 

3. Their highest rule, viz. to live according to nature, is im-

* Recentiores Platonice virtutes qnasdam posuerunt purgativas sed spu. 
yias; illas enim e scriptoribus christianis suffiirati sunt, namque ejusmodi 
•iitatum nuleus omnino ante Cbristum memiait. L , Viva de Verit. Rel. 
Christ. 
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perfect and insufficient. * For although nature in its original 
purity furnished us with perfect instructions, yet in its corrupt 
state it is not so enlightened and regular, as to direct us in our 
universal duty. It is as possible to find all the rules of architec
ture in the ruins of a building, as to find in the remaining prin
ciples of the natural law, full and sufficient directions for the 
whole duty of man, either as to the performing good, or avoiding 
evil. " The mind is darkened" and defiled with error, that in
disposes it for its office. Eph. 4. 17, 18. 

I will now proceed to show how insufficient philosophy is to 
direct us in our duty to God, ourselves and others. In respect 
of piety, which is the chiefest duty of the reasonable creature, 
philosophy is very defective, nay, in many things contrary to it: 

1. By defivering unworthy notions and conceptions of the 
Deity. Not only the vulgar heathens " changed the truth of 
God into a lie" when they measured his incomprehensible per
fections by the narrow compass of their imaginations, or when 
looking on him through the appearing disorders of the world, 
they thought him unjust and cruel: as the most beautiful face 
seems deformed and monstrous in a disturbed stream : but the 
most renowned philosophers dishonoured him by their base ap
prehensions. For the true notion of God, signifies a being in
finite, independent, the universal creator, who preserves heaven 
and earth, the absolute director of all events; that his provi
dence takes notice of all actions, that he is a liberal rewarder of 
those that seek him, and a just revenger of those that violate 
his laws : now all this was contradicted by them, f Some as
serted the world to be eternal, others that matter was; and in 
that denied him to be the first cause of all things. Some hmited 
his being, confining him to one of the poles of heaven: others 
extended it only to the amplitude of the world. The J Epicu-

* 2u/4ip«)V«5 TO" <p'j(rs»?jfv. Naturam optimam ducem sequi. Stoici 
passim. 

-l- Arist. Plat. The Stoics imagined that God and the world made a com
plete animal, of which he was the soul. Vid. Aug. de Civil. Dei. e. 18. 

J Epicurei nec philosophi in rebus Sanctis, nec sancti in philosophia. 

Aag. e. 7, de vera ReL To ^a[t.apwv aifdagTJV, B ' T E au T O irpayfuera 

i^iij e*TS oMa) w«ge;^6l. Irridendum, agere curam rerum humansrum 
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reans totally denied his governing providence, and made him an 
idle spectator of things below. They asserted, that God was 
contented with his own majesty and glory: that whatever was 
without him, was neither in his thoughts nor care; as if to be 
employed in ordering the various accidents of the world, were 
incompatible with his blessedness, and he needed their impiety 
to relieve him. Thus by confining his power who is infinite, 
they denied him in confessing him. * Others allowed him to 
regard the great affairs of kingdoms and nations, to manage 
crowns and sceptres; but to stoop so low as to regard particular 
things, they judged as unbecoming the divine nature, as for the 
sun to descend from heaven to light a candle for a sen'ant in the 
dark. They took the sceptre out of God's hand, and set up a 
foolish and blind power to dispose of all mutable things. Seneca 
himself represents fortune (Vid. Epist. 74.̂  as not discerning the 
worthy from the unworthy, and scattering its gifts without re
spect to virtue, f Some made him a sen'ant to nature; that he 
necessarily turned the spheres: others subjected him to an in
vincible destiny, t,hat he could not do what he desired. Thus 
the wisest of the heathens dishonoured the Deity by their false 
imaginations, and instead of representing him with his proper 
attributes, drew a picture of themselves. Besides, their impious 
fancies had a pernicious influence upon the lives of men : espe
cially the denial of his providence; for that took away the strong
est restraint of corrupt nature, the fear of future judgment. For 
human laws do not punish secret crimes that are innumerable, 
nor all open, as those of persons in power, which are most hurt
ful : therefore they are a weak instrument to preserve innocence 
and virtue. Only the respect of God to whom every heart is 
manifest, every action a testimony, and every great person a 
subject, is of equal force to give check to sin in all: in the dark-

i l l u d q u i c q u i d est summnm. A n n e t a m t r i s t i a t q u e m i i l t i p l i c i m i n i s t e r i o noD 
p o U n i r redamus dnb i t emusque ? Plin. lib. 2. c. 7. 

* A u t o r l i b . de m u n d o . M a g n a dii c u r a i i t , p a r v a n e g l i g u n t , Cicero d» 
Nat. Dear, 

i- A d i m i t A r i s l o t l e e D e o id q u o d in r n t i b u s r a t i o n e praeditis est o p t i m u m 
l i b e r t a t e m & e x p r i n c i p e m u n d i f a c i t m i n i s t r u m naturae, cui in agendo ser-
v i a t . Seneca b r ings in J u p i t u r , t h e i r supreme g o d , s p e a k i n g to v i r t u o u s 
men in t h e i r ca l ami t i e s . Q u i a DOn p o t e r a m vos ist is subducere , adversus 
• m n i a a r m a v i . 
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ness of the night, and the light of the day ; in the works of the 
hand, and the thoughts of the heart. 

2. Philosophy is very defective as to piety, in not enjoining 
the love of God. The first and great command in the law of 
nature, (the order of the precepts being according to their dig
nity) is this, " thou shalt love the Lord with all thy heart, soul, 
and strength." It is most reasonable that our love should first 
ascend to him, and in its full vigour: for our obligations to him 
are infinite, and all inferior objects are incomparably beneath 
him. Yet philosophers speak little or nothing of this, which is 
the principal part of natural religion. Aristotle who was so clear
sighted in other things, when he discourses of God, is not only 
affectedly obscure to conceal his ignorance, as the fish which 
troubles the water for fear of being catched; but it is on the oc
casion of speculative sciences, as in his physics, when he con
siders him as the first cause of all the motions in the world; or 
in his metaphysics, as the supreme Being, the knowledge of 
whom, he saith, is most noble in itself, but of no use to men. 
But in his morals, where he had reason to consider the Deity as 
an object most worthy of our love, respect, and obedience in an 
infinite degree, he totally omits such a representation of him, 
although the love of God is that alone wliich gives price to all 
moral virtues. And from hence it is that philosophy is so defec
tive as to rules for the preparing men for an intimate and de-
lightfiil communion with God, which is the effect of holy and 
perfect love, and the supreme happiness of the reasonable na
ture. If in the platonical philosophy there are some things di
recting to it, yet they are but frigidly expressed, and so obscurely, 
that like inscriptions in ancient medals or marbles which are 
defaced, they are hardly legible. This is the singular character 
of the gospel, that distinguishes it from all human institutions ; 
it represents the infinite amiableness of God, and his goodness 
to us, to excite our affections to him in a superlative manner : it 
commands us to " follow him as dear children," and presses us 
to seek for those dispositions which may qualify us for the enjoy
ment of him in a way of friendship and love. 

3. The best philosophers laid down this ser̂ l̂e and pernicious 
maxim, * that a wise man should always conform to the religion 

* Xenop. \. I . memor. Plato agnovit unum Deum, summnm opificem uni-
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of his country. Socrates, who acknowledged one supreme God, 
yet (according to the counsel of the oracle that directed all to 
sacrifice according to the law of the city) advised his friends to 
comply with the common idolatr}', without any difference in the 
outward worship of him and creatures ; and those who did other
wise, he branded as superstitious and vain. And his practice 
was accordingly. For he frequented the temples, assisted at the 
sacrifices, which he declares before his judges, to purge himself 
from the crime of which he was accused. Seneca speaking of 
the heathen worship, acknowledges it was unreasonable, and 
only the multitude of fools rendered it excusable; yet he would 
have a philosopher to conform to those customs in obedience to 
the law, not as pleasing to the gods. Thus they made religion 
a dependance on the state. They performed the rites of hea
thenish superstition, that were either filthy, fantastical, or cruel, 
such as the devil, the master of those ceremonies, ordained. 
They became less than men by worshipping the most vile and 
despicable creatures, and sunk themselves, by the most execra
ble idolatry, beneath the powers of darkness, to whom they of
fered sacrifice. Now this philosophical principle is the most 
palpable violation of the law of nature; for that instructs us that 
God is the only object of religion, and that we are to obey him 
without exception from any inferior power. Here it was con
science to disobey the law, and a most worthy cause wherein 
they should have manifested that generous contempt of death 
they so much boasted of. " But they detained the truth in un
righteousness, and although they knew God, they glorified him 
not as God, but changed the glory of the incorruptible God, in
to an image made like a corruptible man, and to birds, and 
beasts, and creeping things:" * a sin of so provoking a nature, 
that God gave them up to the vilest lusts, carnal impurity being 
a just punishment of spiritual. 

4. They arrogated to themselves the sole praise of their virtues 

versi, sed prseter eum statuit Deos dupliccs, Daemonas & ITcroas, qaibas 
sacra fieri jnssit. Apul. Ut nemo fuerit dubitaturus fuere eos, si cum pau-
cioribns fuerent, nnnc sanilatis patrocinium insanientium turba, quae omnia 
sapiens serrabit tanquam legibus jussa, non tanquam diis grata, dug. lib. 5. 
c. 10. de Civitat. 

* Rom. 1. 83. S4. Licet a popuio diversa sentirent, tempia liaberent cuin> 
muBla cum populo. ,/1ug. lib. 4. cont. Jul. 
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and happiness. This impiety is most visible in the writings of 
the stoics * the pharisees in philosophy. They were so far from 
depending on God for light and grace in the coijduct of their 
lives, and from praying to him to make them virtuous, that they 
opposed nothing with more pride and contempt. They thought 
that wisdom would lose its value and lustre, that nothing were 
in it worthy of admiration, if it came from above, and depended 
upon the grace of another. They acknowledged that the natu
ral life, that riches, honours, and other inferior things, common 
to the worst, were the gifts of God; but asserted that wisdom 
and virtue, the special perfections of the human nature, were 
the effects of their own industrj'. Impious folly! to believe that 
we owe the greatest benefits to ourselves, and the lesser only to 
God. Thus they robbed him of the honour of his most precious 
gifts. So strongly did the poison of the old serpent, breathed 
forth in those words, " ye shall be as God," that infected the 
first man, still work in his posterity. Were they angels in per
fection, yet the proud reflecting on their excellencies would in
stantly turn them into devils. And as they boasted of virtue, 
so of happiness, as entirely depending upon themselves. They 
ascribe to their wise-man an absolute empire over all things, 
they raise him above the clouds, whatever may disquiet or dis
order ; they exempt him from all passions, and make him ever 
equal to himself; that he is never surprised with accidents; that 
it is not in the power of pains or troubles to draw a sigh or tear 
from him ; that he despises all that the world can give or take, 
and is contented with pure and naked virtue : in short, they put 
the crown upon his head, by attributing all to the power of his 
own spirit. Thus they contradicted the rights of heaven. Their 
impiety was so bold, that they put no difference between God f 

* Judicium hoc omoium mortalium, fortunam a Deo petendam, a seipso 
sumendam sapientiam. Cicero. Hoc in sapieotia pretiosum atque raagnificum 
est, quod non obvenit, quod illam quisque sibi debet, quod nonab allopeti-
tur: quid baberes in philosophia quod suspicercs, si benificiaria res esset ? 
Senec. Ep. 9. Quis quod vir bonus esset gratias diis egit noqnam ? at quod 
civis, quod honoratus, quod incolurais. CiV. I. 3. dc not. Dear. Virtutera 
nemo unquam acceptam Deo retulit; nimirum recta. Propter virtutem enim 
jure laudamur, & in virtute recte gloriamur, quod non contingeret si id do-
nnm a Deo, noo a nobis haberemus. 

f Dens non vincit sapientem fslicitate, etiamsi vincit setate, Semt, 
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and their wise-person, but this, that God was an immortal wise-
person, and a wise man was a mortal God. Nay, that he had 
this advantage, (since it is great art to comprise many things in a 
little space,) to enjoy as much happiness in an age, as Jupiter in 
his eternity. And which is the highest excess of pride and blas
phemy, * they preferred the wretched imperfect virtue and hap
piness of their wise-man, before the infinite and unchangeable 
purity and felicity of God himself. For God, they said, is wise 
and happy by the privilege of his nature; whereas a philosopher 
is so by the discourse of reason, and the choice of his will, not
withstanding the resistance of his passions, and the difficulties he 
encounters in the world. Thus to raise themselves above the 
throne of God, since the rebellious angels, none have ever attempt
ed besides the Stoics. It is no wonder that they were the most 
early opposers of the gospel; for how could they acknowledge 
God in his state of abasement and humility, who exalted their 
virtuous man above him in his majesty and glory ? Yet this is 
the sect that was most renowned among the heathens, f 

5. Philosophy is very defective in not propounding the glory 
of God as the end to which all our actions should finally refer. 
This should have the first and chief place in that practical 
science: J for every action receiving its specification and value 
from the end, that which is supreme and common to all actions, 
must be fixed before we come to the particular and subordinate; 
and that is the glory of God. Now the design of philosophers in 
their precepts, was either, 

(1.) To use virtue as the means to obtain reputation and ho
nour in the world. This was evident hi their books and actions. 
§ They were sick of self-love, and did many things to satisfy the 
eye. They led their fives as in a scene, where one person is 

* Est aliquid quo sapiens antecedat deum, ille naturie bcnefieio, non sno 
est sapiens. Magna res est, habere imbecillitatem hominis, & securitatem 
dei. Forte fortiter, hoc est quo deum antecedatis, ille extra patientiam ma-
lorem est, vos supra patientiam. Senec. 

t n«(r« 8s vrpa^ii 6i8o:ro»£» TCU TO) reXei, «" evexa y/ysraj Simp. 

J Timeone Stoici soli sint philosophi. Cic. 

^ Quotns enim quisque philosophonim invenitur, qui sit ita moratus ita 
animo ac vita constitutus ut ratio postulat, qui disciplinam suam non ostenta-
tionem scientiDB, sed'legem vitae putet ? 
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within, and another is represented without, by an artificial imi
tation of what is true. They were swelled with presumption, 
having little merit, and a great deal of vanity. Now this respect 
to the opinion of others, corrupts the intention, and vitiates the 
action. It is not sincere virtue, but a superficial appearance that 
is regarded. For it is sufiicient to that purpose to seem to be 
virtuous without being so. As a proud person would rather wear 
counterfeit pearls that are esteemed right, than right which are 
esteemed counterfeit: so one that is vain-glorious prefers the re
putation of being virtuous, before real virtue. * From hence we 
may discover that many of their most specious actions were dis
guised sins, their virtues were as false as their deities. Upon 
this account St. Austin (Lib. 4. cont. Jul. c. 3.) condemns the 
heroical actions of the Romans as vicious; Virtute civili, VOK 
vera, sed veri simili, humana: gloricB servienmi. Pride had a 
principal part in them. Or, 

(2.) The end of philosophy was to prevent the mischiefs 
which licentiousness and disorders might bring upon men from 
without, or to preserve inward peace, by suppressing the turbu
lent passions arising from lust or rage, that discompose the mind. 
This was the pretended design of Epicurus, f to whom virtue 
was amiable only as the instrument of pleasure. Or, 

(3.) The height of philosophy, was to propound the beauty of 
virtue, % and its charming aspect, as the most worthy motive to 
draw the affections. Now supposing that some of the heathens, 
(although very few) by discovering the internal beauty of virtue, 
had a love to it, and performed some things without any private 
respect, but for the rectitude of the action, and the inward satis¬

* Tota infidelium vita falsa virtus est, etiam in optimis moribus. Prosp. 

+ Epicurus virtutcs indnxit voluptatis ancillas; absit autem ut verx vir . 
tutes cuiquam serviant nisi i l l i , vel propter ilium, cui dicimus deus virtutura 
converte nos. Aug. cont. Jul. 1. 4. 

% Erras dam interrogas, quid sit ilind propter quod virtutem petam ? 
Qnsris enim aliquid supra summum. Sen. Nec facile invenles mullis e mi(-
libos unum, virtutem pretium qui putet esse sui. Ipse decor recti facti, si 
prrmia desini, non movet, & gratis poenitet esse probum. Ovid: de Pont. 
Stoici virtutem descripserunt seipsa contentam, ab omnibus liberam, & quse 
sola sibi sit prtemium: sed licet a quibusdam tunc verae & boneslsputenturesse 
virtutes, cum ad seipsas referantur nec propter aliud expetuntur; etiam tunc 
ioflalaB ac superbs snot, & ideo BOD virtutes sed vitia judicanda sunt. Aug. 
lib, 19. de Civil, c. 25. 
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faction that springs from it, yet they were still defective. For 
virtue is but a ray of the Deity, and our duty is not complete, 
unless it be referred to his glory who is the principle and pattern 
of it. In short, the great Creator made man for himself, and it 
is most just that as his favour is our sovereign happiness, so his 
glory should be our supreme end, without which nothing is regu
lar and truly beautiful. By these several instances it appears 
how insufficient philosophy is to direct us in our principal duty, 
that respects God. 

Philosophy was defectis'e in its directions about tneral duties 
that respect ourselves or others. 

1. Philosophers were not sensible of the first inclinations to 
sin. They allow the disorder of the sensitive appetite as inno
cent, till it passes to the supreme part of the soul, and induces it 
to deliberate or resolve upon moral actions. For they were igno
rant of that original and intimate pollution that cleaves to the 
human nature; and because our faculties are natural, they 
thought the first motions to forbidden objects, that are universal 
in the best as well as worst, to be natural desires, not the irre
gularities of lust. Accordingly all their precepts reach no fur
ther than the counsels of the heart; but the desires and motions 
of the lower faculties, though very culpable, are left by them in
different. So that it is evident that many defilements aud stains 
are in their purgative virtues. 

2. The Stoics not being able to reconcile the passions with 
reason, wholly renounced them. Their philosophy is like the ri 
yer in Thrace, 

Ovid.~l Quodpotum saxea reddii 
Met, J Viscera, quod tadis inducit marmora rebus. 

For by a fiction of fancy they turn their virtuous person into a 
statue, that feels neither the inclinations of love, nor the aver
sions of hatred; that is not touched with joy or sorrow; that is 
exempt from fears and hopes.. The tender and melting affec
tions of nature towards the misery of others, they entirely extin
guish as unbecoming perfect virtue. They attribute wisdom to 
none, but whom they rob of humanity. Now, as it is the ordi
nary effect of folly to run into one extreme by avoiding another, 
so it is most visibly here. For the affections arc not Jike poî  

E e 
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sonous plants to be eradicated ; but as wild, to be cultivated. 
They were at first set in the fi-esh soil of man's nature by the 
hand of God. And the scripture describes the divine perfections, 
and the actions proceeding from them, by terms borrowed from 
human affections, which proves them to be innocent in their ovm 
nature. Plutarch observes when Lycurgus commanded to cut 
up all the vines in Sparta to prevent drunkenness, he should ra
ther have made fountains by them to allay the heat of the wines, 
and make them beneficial: so true wisdom prescribes how to 
moderate and temper the affections, not to destroy them. It is 
true, they are now sinfully inclined, yet being removed from car
nal to spiritual objects, they are excellently serviceable. As rea
son is to guide the affections, so they are to excite reason, whose 
operations would be languid without them. The natures that are 
purely spiritual, as the angels, have an understanding so clear, as 
suddenly to discover in objects their qualities, and to feel their 
efficacy: but man is compounded of two natures, and the matter 
of his body obscures the light of his mind, that he cannot make 
such a full discovery of good or evil at the first view, as may be 
requisite to quicken his pursuit of the one, and flight from the 
other. Now the affections awaken the vigour of the mind, to 
make an earnest application to its object. They are as the 
winds, which although sometimes tempestuous, yet are necessary 
to convey the ship to the port. So that it is contumehous to the 
Creator, and injurious to the human nature, to take them away 
as absolutely vicious. The Lord Jesus, who was pure and per
fect, expressed all human affections according to the quality of 
the objects presented to him : and his law requires us not to 
mortify, but to purify', consecrate and employ them for spiritual 
and honourable uses. 

Philosophy is ineffectual by all its rules to form the soul to 
ti-ue patience and contentment under sufferings. Now consider
ing the variety and greatness of the changes and calamities to 
which the present life is obnoxious, there is no virtue more ne
cessary. And if we look into the world before Christianity had 
reformed the thoughts and language of men, we shall discover 
their miserable errors upon the account of the seeming confusion 
in human affairs, the unequal distribution of temporal goods and 
evils here below. If the heathens saw injustice triumph over in
nocence, and crimes worthy of the severest punishment crowned 
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with prosperity; if a young man died, who in their esteem deser
ved to Hve for ever, and a vicious person Uved an age, who was 
unworthy to be born, they complaihed that the world was not 
governed according to righteousness, but rash fortune or blind 
fate ruled all. As the pharisee in the gospel, seeing the woman 
that had been a notorious sinner so kindly received by Christ, 
said within himself, " if this man were a prophet he would know 
who it is that touches him :" so they concluded, if there were a 
providence that did see and take care of sublunary things, that 
did not only permit but dispose of all affairs, it would make a vi
sible distinction between the virtuous and the wicked. 

It is true, God did not leave the Gentiles without " a witness 
of himself;" for sometimes the reasons of his providence, in the 
great changes of the world, were so conspicuous, that they might 
discover an eye in the sceptre, that his government was managed 
with infinite wisdom. Other providences were veiled and myste
rious, and the sight of those that were clear, should have induced 
theln to believe the justice and vrisdom of those they couH not 
comprehend. As Socrates having read a book of Heraclitus, 
(Vid. Diog. Laert.) a great philosopher but studiously obscure j 
and his judgment being demanded concerning it, replied, that 
what he understood was very rational, and he thought what he 
did not understand was so. But they did not wisely consider 
things. 

The present sense of troubles tempted them, either to deny 
providence, or accuse it. Every day some unhappy WTctch or 
other reproached their gods for the disasters he suffered. * Now 
the end of philosophy was to redress these evils, to make an af
flicted to be a contented state. The philosophers speak much of 
the power of their precepts to establish the soul in the instability 
of worldly things, to put it into an impregnable fortress, by its 
situation above the most terrible accidents. They boasted in a 
poetical bravery, of their victories over fortune, that they despised 
its flattery in a calm, and its fury in a storm, and in every place 
erect trophies to virtue triumphing over it. These are great 
words and sound high, but are empty of substance and reality. 
ITpon trial we shall find that all their armour though polished 

• Tnlly himself was guilty of this impiety: Quando Deque d i i quos tu ea«-
tissimc coluisti, nrque homines quQ»cgo servavi, semper Dobi$ grafiam refu-
Idunt, Tu!. 4. Kpist, ad. Uxer. 
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and shining, yet is not of proof against sharp afflictions. The 
arguments they used for comfort are taken, 

1. From necessity; that we are born to sufferings, the laws of 
humanity, which are unchangeable, subject us to them. But 
this consideration is not only ineffectual to cause true content
ment, but produces the contrary effect: as the strength of Egypt 
is described to be like a reed that will pierce the hand instead of 
supporting it. Thus Solon extremely lamenting the death of his 
son, and being asked why he shed so many barren tears that 
could not make his son spruig out of the dust ? replied, for this 
reason I weep, because my weeping can do me no good. Our 
desires after freedom from miseries are inviolable: so that every 
evil, the more fatal and inevitable it is, the more it afflicts ns. 
If there be no way of escape ; the spirit is overcome by impati
ence or despair. 

2. From reflection upon the miseries that befal others. But 
this kind of consolation is vicious in its cause, proceeding from 
secret envy and uncharitableness. * There is little diflFerence be
tween him that regards another's misery to lessen his own, and 
those who take pleasure in others afflictions. And it administers 
no real comfort; if a thousand drink of the waters of Marah, 
they are not less bitter. 

3. Others sought for ease under suflFerings, by remembering 
the pleasures that were formerly enjoyed, f But this inflames 
rather than allays the distemper. For as things are more clearly 
known, so more sensibly felt by comparison : he that is tormented 
with the gout, cannot relieve his misery, by remembering the 
pleasant wine he drank before his fit. 

4. The Stoics' universal cure of afflictions was, J to change 
their opinion of them, and esteem them not real evils. Thus 
Possidonius (so much commended by Tully) who for many years 
was under torturing diseases, and survived a continual death, 

* Nullam tam miseram iiominabis domum, qus non inveniat in miseriore 
solatium. Maievoli solatii genus turba miserorum, Senec. 

+ Tully spealcs to tlie Epicureans: Sed vovis voluptatum perceptarum re-
cordatio beatam vitam iacit, & quidem eorpore perceptarum. Tusc. 

X Opinio est qua; nos cruciat& tanti quodque malum est quanti taxavimus. 
Circumspice ista quae nos agunt in insaniam, quae cum plurimis lachrimis 
amittimut, (Cimiis non damnum in his molestum esse, sed opinionem damoi. 
Senfc. 
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being visited by Pompey at Rhodes, he entertained him with a 
philosophical discourse; and when his pains were most acute, he 
said. Nihil agis dolor, quanquam sis molestus, nunquam te esse 
confitebor malum: in vain dost thou assault me, pain; though 
thou art troublesome, thou shalt never force me to confess thou 
art evil. But the folly of this boasting is visible: for though he 
might appear with a cheerful countenance in the paroxysm of his 
disease to commend his philosophy, like a mountebank that swal
lows poison to put off his drugs, yet the reality of his grief was evi
dent: his sense was overcome, though his tongue remained a 
Stoic. If words could charm the senses not to feel pain, or com
pose the mind not to resent afflictions, it were a relief to give 
mollifying titles to them: but since it is not fancy that makes 
them stinging, but their contrariety to nature, it is no relief to 
represent them otherwise than they are. All those subtile notions 
vanish, when sensible impressions confiite them. 

5. Others composed themselves by considering the benefit of 
patience. * Discontent puts an edge on troubles; to kick 
agmnst the pricks, exasperates the pain ; to be restless and tur-
moiling, increases the fever. But this is not properly a consola
tion : for although a calm and quiet submission prevents those 
new degrees of trouble, which by fretting and vexing we bring 
upon ourselves; yet it doth not remove the evil, which may be 
very afflicting and grievous in its own nature : so that without 
other considerations to support the mind, it will sink under it. 
And as these, so many other arguments they used to fortify the 
spirit against sufferings, are like a hedge which at a distance 
seems to be a safe retreat from gun-shot, but those who retire to 
it, find it a weak defence. This appears by the carriage of the 
best instructed heathens in their calamities: professing them
selves to be wise in their speculations, they became fools in 
practice, and were confounded with all their philosophy, when 
they should have made use of it. Some killed themselves for 
the apprehension of sufferings: their death was not the eflect of 
courage, but cowardice, the remedy of their feai-. Others, im
patient of disappointment in their gieat designs, refused to live. 
I will instance in two of the most eminent among them, Cato 
and BiTitus, f they were both philosophers of the manly sect j 

• Levius sit patientia, qaicqaid corrigere sit nefat. J/or. 
+ Zenoni a quo ccepit rigida ac virilis sapientia. 

E e3 
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and virtue never appeared with a brighter lustre among the hea
thens than when joined with a stoical resolution. And they 
were not imperfect proficients, but masters in philosophy. Sene
ca employs all the ornaments of his eloquence to make Cato's 
clogy: * he represents him as the consummate exemplar of wis
dom, as one that realized the sublime idea of virtue described in 
their writings. And Brutus was esteemed equal to Cato. Yet 
these, with all the power of their philosophy, were not able to 
bear the shock of adversity. Like raw fencers, one thrust put 
them into such disorder, that they forgot all th îr uistructions in 
the place of trial. For being unsuccessful in their n̂deavonrs to 
restore Rome to its liberty, overcome with discontent and des
pair, they laid violent hands upon themselves. Cato being pre
vented in his first attempt, afterwards tore open his wounds with 
fierceness and rage. And Brutus, ready to plunge the sword 
into his breast, complained that virtue was but a vain name. 
So insufficient are the best precepts of mere natural reason to 
relieve us in distress. As torrents that are dried up in the heat 
of summer when there is the most need of them; so all comforts 
fail in extremity that are not derived from the fountain of life. 

I will only add how ineffectual philosophy is to support us in a 
dying hour. The fear of death is a passion so strong, that by it 
men are kept in bondage all their days. It is an enemy that 
threatens none whom it doth not strike, and there is none but it 
threatens. Certainly that spectre which t Cesar had not cou
rage to look in the face, is very affrighting. Alexander himself 
that so often despised it in the field, when passion that trans
ported him cast a veil over his eyes; yet when he was struck 
with a mortal disease in Babylon, and had death in his view, J 
his palace was filled with priests and diviners, and no supersti
tion was so sottish, but he used to preseive himself. And al
though the philosophers seemed to contemn death, yet the great 

• Cape quaotum debes virtutis pulcberrimac ae magnifieentissini^e spe-
ctcm, quae nobis non sertis, sedsudorc & sanguine eolcnda est. Aspice Mar-
cum Catunem. 

+ Et pridie quam oeeiderelur, in sermone nato super ccenam, apud M. 
Lepidum, quisnam esset finis v. tae commodissimus, repentium iuopiuatum-
que praetulcrat. Suet. 

t Vid . Plutarch, 
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preparations they made to encounter it, argue a secret fear in 
their breasts. Many discourses, reasonings, and arguments are 
employed to sweeten that cruel necessity, but they are all in¬
-effectual. 

1. That it is the condition of our nature: to be a man and 
immortal, are inconsistent. But this consolation afflicts to ex
tremity. * If there were any means to escape, the soul might 
take courage. He is doubly miserable, whose misery is without 
remedy. 

2. That it puts a period to all temporal evils. But as this is 
of no force with those who are prosperous, and never telt those 
miseries which make lite intelerable ; f so it cannot rationally 
relieve any that have not good hopes of felicity after death. 
The heathens discovered not the sting of death, as it is the 
wages of sin, and consigns the guilty to eternal death; so that 
they built upon a false foundation, as if it were the cure of all 
evils. 

3. They encouraged themselves from their ignorance of the 
consequences of death, whether it only changed their place, or 
extuiguished their persons. Socrates J who died with a seeming 
indifference, gave this account of it; that he did not know whe
ther death was good or evil. But this is not fortitude, but folly: 
as Aristotle observes, that readiness to encounter dangers ari
sing from ignorance, is not true valour, but a brutish boldness. 
What madness is it then for one that enters upon an eternal state, 
not knowing whether it shall be happy or miserable, to be un
affected with that dreadful uncertainty ? 

But now the gospel furnishes us with real remedies igainst all 
the evils of our present state. It is the true paradise whereui 
the tree of life is planted, whose " leaves are for the healing of 
the nations." We are assured that God disposes all things, with 
the wisdom and love of a father; and that his providence is most 

* Stultnin est timere quod vitare non possis. Lobar. In illis qui morbo 
finiuntnr, magnum ex ipsa necessiiate solatium est. Plin. 

+ Moi-ior; hoc dicis, desinam aegrotari posse, desinam alligari posse, de-
sinam mon posse. Senec. 

If Nam si supremus ille dies non exiinctionem, sed commutationem affert 
loci, quid obtabilins? sin autem perimit, ac delet omnino, quid melius quam 
in mediis vitai laboribus obdormiscere ? 

E e 4 
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admirable and worthy of praise in those things wherein they who 
are only led by sense, doubt whether it be at all. For as it is 
the first point of pradence to keep off evils, so the second and 
more excellent is, to make them beneficial. Christians " are 
more than conquerors through Christ that loves them." They 
are always in an ascendant state; " and believing, rejoice with 
an unspeakable and glorified joy." Death itself is not only dis
armed, but made subservient to their everlasting good. Briefly, 
christian patience endures all things as well as charity, because 
it expects a blessed issue. It draws from present miseries the as
surance of fiiture happiness. A believer while he possesses no
thing but the cross, sees by faith the crown of the eternal king -
dom hanging over his head ; and the " lively hope" of it makes 
him not only patient, but thankftil and joyful. This sweetens 
the loss of all temporal goods, and the presence of all temporal 
evils. St. Paul in his chains was infinitely more contented than 
Cesar or Seneca, than all the princes and philosophers in the 
world. 

I will conclude this argument by a short reflection on the im
moral maxims of several sects of philosophers. The Cynics * 
assert that all natural actions may be done in the face of the sun; 
that it is worthy of a philosopher to do those things in the pre
sence of all, which would make impudence itself to blush. A 
maxim contraiy to all the rules of decency, and corruptive of 
good manners. For as the despising of virtue, produces the 
slighting of reputation: so the contempt of reputation causes the 
neglect of virtue. Yet the Stoics with all their giavity were not 
far from this advice. Besides, among other unreasonable para
doxes, they asseit all sins are equal; that the kilHng a bird is of 
the same guilt with the murdering a parent: a principle that 
breaks the restraints of fear and shame, and opens a passage to 
all licentiousness. They commended self-murder in several cases; 
+ which unnatural fiiry is culpable in many respects, of rebelling 
against God, injustice to others, and craelty to ones self. Zeno J 

• Cynicorum natio tota ejicienda est: est enim inimica vcrccundiae, sine 
qua nihil rectum esse potest uiliil lionestum. Ciccr. Et qui nec Cjnicos, ncc 
Stoica dogmata legit, a Cvnicis tunica uistantia. Juvc, 

+ Injurinsum est rapto vivere, at contra puIcUerimura rnpto mori. 

+ Aspice Marc. Catoncm, sacio illo pcclnri purisiiiDas nianus admoveutein, 
& vulnt-ra paruiu demissa laxantcm, Seneca. 
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the founder of that sect practised his own doctrine. For fall
ing to the ground, he interpreted it to be a summons to appear 
in another world, and strangled himself. Aristotle allows the 
appetite of revenging injuries, to be as natural as the inclination 
to gratitude, judging according to the common rule, that one 
contrary is the measure of another. Nay, he condemns the put
ting up with an injury as degenerous and servile. He makes in
dignation at the prosperity of unworthy men, a virtue; and to 
prove it, tells us the Grecians attributed it to their gods, as a 
passion becoming the excellency of their natures. But if we con
sider, the Supreme Disposer of all things may do what he plea
ses with his own, that he is infinitely wise, and in the next 
world will dispense eternal recompences ; there is not the least 
cause of irritation for that seeming disoider. He also allows 
pride to be a noble temper that proceeds from a sublime spirit. 
(Vid. lib. 4. Ethie.) He represents his hero by this among 
other characters, that he is displeased with those who mention 
to him the benefits he hiith received, which make him inferior 
to those that gave them; as if humility and gratitude were qua
lities contrary to magnanimity. He condemns envy as a vice that 
would bring down others to our meanness, but commends emula 
tion which urges to ascend to the height of them that are above 
us. But this is no real virtue, for it doth not excite us by the 
worth of moral gootJ, but from the vain desire of equality or pre
eminence. And Plato himself, though styled divine, yet delivers 
many things that are destructive of moral honesty. He dissolves 
the most sacred band of human society, ordaining in his com
monwealth a community of wives. He allows an honest man to 
lie on some occasions ; whereas the mle is eternal, " we must 
not do evil, that good may come thereby." In short, a considei-
ing eye will discover many spots, as well as beauties, in their 
most admired institutions. * They commend those things as 
virtues whicli arc vices, and leave out those virtues which are 
necessary for the perfection of our nature; and the virtues they 
commend, are defective in those qualities that are requisite to 
make them sincere. If philosophy were incarnate, and had ex
pressed the ])urity and efficacy of all its precepts in real actions ; 

• Si COS in.̂ |)iciamn<i ut pagani, thristiane, scripserunt; si lit cliristiani. 
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yet it had abundantly fallen short of that supernatural, angehcal 
divine holiness which the gospel requires. Till the wisdom of 
God removed his chair from heaven to earth to instruct the world, 
not only the depravation of the lower faculties, but the dark
ness of the human understanding hindered men from performing 
their universal duty. The gospel alone brings light to the mind, 
peace to the conscience, purity to the affections, and rectitude 
to the life. 

CHAP. XVIH. 
Examples have a special elGcacy above precepts to form ns to holiness. The 

example of Christ is most proper to that end, being absolutely perfect, and 
accommodate to our present state. Some virtues are necessa-y to our con
dition as creatures, or to our condition in the world, of which the Deity 
is incapable; and these eminently appear in the life of Christ. They are 
hnmility, obedience, and love in sufferinicfor us. His life contains all our 
doties, or motives to perform them. Jesus Christ purchased the spirit of 
holiness by bis sulferings, and confers it since his exaltation. The sancti
fying spirit is the concomitant of evangelical mercy, the supern.itural de
claration of the law on Mount Sinai, and Ihe natural discovery of Ihe di
vine goodness in the works of creaiinn and providence, were not accom
panied with the renewing ellicacy of the spirit. The lower operatinns of 
the spirit were only in the heathens. The philosophical change differs 
from tbe spiritual and divine. Socrates and Seneca considered. Our Sa-
\'mur presents the strongest inducements to persuade us to be holy. They 
are proper to work upon fear, hope and love. The greatness of those ob
jects, and their truth, are clearly manifest in the gospel. 

THE second means by which our Redeemer restores us to ho-
liiiess, is by exhibiting a complete pattern of it in his life upon 
earth. For the discovery how influential this is upon us, we 
must consider, that of all the most noble works, the principal 
cause is an exact pattern in the mind of the agent which he en-
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deavours to imitate ; and examples are of the same nature. He 
that desires to excel in painting or sculpture, must view the most 
accomplished pieces of those arts. Thus in morality, the con
sideration of eminent actions performed by others, is of admirable 
efficacy to raise us to perfection. That examples have a peculiar 
power above the naked precept, to dispose us to the practice of 
holiness, appears by considering: 

1, That they most clearly express to us the nature of our du
ties in their subjects and sensible effects. General precepts form 
abstract ideas of virtue, but in examples virtues are made visible 
in all their circumstances, 

2, Precepts instruct us what things are our duty, but exam
ples assure us that they are possible. They resemble a clear 
stream wherein we may not only discover our spots, but wash 
them off. When we see men like ourselves, who are united to 
frail flesh, and in the same condition with us, to command their 
passions, to overcome the most glorious and glittering tempta
tions, we are encouraged in our spiritual warfare, 

3, Examples by a secret and lively incentive, urge us to imi
tation. The Romans * kept in their houses the pictures ot their 
progenitors, to heighten their spirits, and provoke them to fol
low the precedents set before them. We are touched in another 
manner by the visible practice of saints, which reproaches our 
defects, and obliges us to the same care and zeal, than by laws 
though holy and good. Now the example of Christ is most pro
per to form us to lioliness, it being absolutely perfect, and accom
modate to our present state, 

(1,) It is absolutely perfect. There is no example of a mere 
man, that is to be followed without limitation, " Be ye fol
lowers of me, as 1 am of Christ," saith the great apostle. Nay, 
if the excellencies of all good men were united into one, yet we 
might not securely follow him in all things: for his remaining 
defects might be so disguised by the virtues to which they are 
joined, that we should err in our imitation. But the life of 
Christ was as the purest gold, without any alloy of baser metal. 
His conversation was a living law. " He did no sin, neither 

• Contumacia redargui non potest sioe exemplo. Nam habere non pos-
sunt quae doceas firmitatem, nisi ea prior feceris. Quia natura hominum pro-
<;Ilvis io vitia, videri vult non modo cum venia, sed eliam cum ratione pec
care, Lact. de ver. Sap. 
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was any guile found in his mouth. He was holy, harmless, U n -
defiled, separate fi*om sinners :" Heb. 7. 26. he united the effi
cacy of example with the direction of precepts; his actions 
alwaj-s answered his words. Christianity, the purest institution 
in the world, is only a conformity to his pattern. The universal 
command of the gospel, that comprises all our duties, is, " to 
walk as Christ walked." 

(2.) His example is most accommodate to our present state. 
There must be some proportion between the model, and copy 
that is to be drawn by it. Now the divine nature is the supreme 
loile of moral perfections. We are commanded to be holy, " as 
God is holy." But such is the obscurity of our minds, and the 
weakness of our natures, that the pattern was too high and glo
rious to be expressed by us. We had not strength to ascend to 
him, but he had goodness to descend to us : and in this present 
state to set before us a pattern more fitted to our capacity. Al
though light is the proper object of sight, yet the radiancy and 
immense light of the sun in the meridian is invisible to our sight; 
we more easily discover the reflection of it in some opacous body: 
so the divine attributes are sweetened in the Son of God incar
nate, and being united wdth the graces proper for the human 
nature, are more perceptible to our minds, and more imitable 
by us. This was one great design of his coming into the world, 
to set before us in doing and suffering, not a mere spectacle for 
our wonder, but a copy to be transcribed in our hearts and lives. 
He therefore chose such a tenor of life as every one might imi
tate. His supreme virtue expressed itself in such a temperate 
course of actions, that as Abimelech said to his followers, Judg. 
9. 48. " Look on me, and do likewise:" so our true Abimelech, 
our Father and Sovereign, calls upon us to imitate him. The 
first effect of predestination is to conform us to the image of the 
Son, who " was for this end made the first born among many 
brethren." He assumed the human nature, that we might par
take of the divine, not only by his merit, but example. 

This will appear more fully by considering, there are some 
virtues necessary to our condition as creatures, or mth respect 
to our state of trial here below, which the Deity is not capable 
of; and those most eminently appear in the life of Christ. I will 
instance in three, which are the elements of christian perfection. 
His humility in despising all the honour of the world, his obedi-
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ence in sacrificing his wU entirely to God's, and his charity in 
procuring the salvation of men by his suiferings: and in all these 
he denied to his human nature the privilege due to it by its union 
with the Eternal Word. 

1st. Humility in strictness hath no place in God: he requires 
the tribute of glory from all his creatures. And the Son of God 
had a right to divine honour upon his first appearance here be
low. Yet he was born in a stable, and made subject to our 
common imperfections. Although he was ordained to convert 
the world by his doctrine and miracles, yet for the tenth part of 
his time he lived concealed aud silent, being subject to his mo
ther and reputed father, Mark 6. 3. in the servile work of a car
penter. And after his solemn investiture into his office by a 
voice from heaven, yet he was despised and contemned. He re-
fiised to be a king, aud stooped so low " as to wash his disciples 
feet." John 13. All this he did to ir; struct us " to be meek and 
lowly," Mat. 11. 29. to correct our pride, the most intimate and 
radicated corruption of nature. For as those diseases are most 
incurable, which draw nourishment from that food which is taken 
for the support of life ; so pride that turns virtuous actions which 
are the matter of praise into its nourishment, is most difficultly 
overcome. But the example of the Son of God, in whom there 
is an union of all divine and human perfections, debasing himself 
to the form of a ser\'ant, is sufficient, if duly considered, to make 
us walk humbly. 

2dly. Obedience is a virtue that becomes an inferior, either a 
servant, or subject, who is justly under the power of others, 
and must be complying with their will: so that it is very distant 
firom God, who hath none superior to him in dominion or wis
dom, but his will is the rule of goodness to his own and others 
actions. Now the Son of God became man, and was universally 
obedient to the law of his Father. And his obedience had all 
the ingredients that might commend it to our imitation. The 
value of obedience arises upon three accounts: 

(1.) The dignity of the person that obeys : it is more merito
rious in an honourable than in a mean person. 

(2.) From the difficulty of the command; it being no great 
victory over the appetite in obedience, ubi dUigitur quod debe-
tur, where the instance is agreeable to our aifections. 

(3.) From the entireness of the will in obeying. For to per-
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form a commanded action against our consent, is only to be sub
ject in the meaner part of man, the body, and to resist in the 
superior which is the mind. Now in all these respects the obe
dience of Christ was perfect. In the dignity of the person obey
ing, it exceeded the obedience of all the angels, as much as the 
divine person exceeded all created. The difficulty of the com
mand is greater than ever was put upon servant or subject: " he 
was obedient to the death of the cross," that is, death with dis
honour and torment, the evils that are most contrary to the hu
man nature and appetite. And the completeness of his will in 
obeying, is most evident. For if Christ had desired deliverance 
from his persecutors, he had certainly obtained it. He tells his 
disciples, that upon his request his Father would send twelve 
legions of angels for his rescue. But he resigned the whole power 
of his will to his Father's; " not my will, but thy will be done," 
was his voice at his privat; passion in the garden. He submit
ted the act and exercise of his will; " not what 1 will, but what 
thou Avilt," he saith in another Evangelist. He yielded not only 
the faculty, and exercise of his will to do what God enjoined, 
but in that manner which was pleasing to him ; " not as 1 will, 
but as thou wilt," he expresses in the words of a third. Now 
what is there in heaven or earth that can move our wills to en
tire obedience, if this marvellous pattern doth not affect us ? 
" Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ," saith the 
apostle. How glorious is it to do what he did, and what a re
proach to decline what he suffered, who had the holiness of God 
to give excellency to the action, and the infirmity of man to en
dure the sharpness of the passion! 

3dly. Love to mankind is expressed by our Saviour in a pecu
liar manner. For although God is infinitely good to us, yet he 
doth not prefer the happiness of man before his own blessedness. 
The salvation of the whole world were not to be purchased with 
the least diminution of the divine felicity. But the Son of God 
suffered the extremest evil, to procure the most sovereign good 
for us, who were in rebellion against his laws and empire. 
Briefly, the life of Christ contains all our duties towards God 
and man expressed in the most perfect manner, or motives to 
perform them. We may clearly see in his deportment, innocent 
wisdom, prudent simplicity, compassionate zeal, perfect patience, 
the courage of faith, the joy of hope, the tenderness and care of 
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love, incomparable meekness, modesty, humility and purity. He 
spent the night in communion with God, and the day in charity 
to men. He perfectly hated sin, and equally loved souls. The 
nearest and readiest way to perfection is a serious regard to his 
precedent: for the causes of all sin are either the desire of what 
he despised, or the fear of what he suffered. He voluntarily de
prived himself of riches, honours, pleasures, to render them 
contemptible, and endured outrages of all sorts, the " contra
diction of sinners," and the sharpest sufferings to make them 
tolerable. He ascended Mount Calvary to his cross, before he 
ascended from Mount Olivet to his throne : he was naked before 
he was clothed with a robe of light, and crowned with thorns 
before with glory. * And thus he powerfully teaches us to fol
low his steps " who suffered for us." If a physician of great 
esteem, in a disease takes a bitter potion, it would persuade 
those who are in the same danger to use the same remedy. Since 
the Son of God to purchase our happiness, denied himself the 
enjoyment of worldly delights, and endured the worst of tempo
ral evils, nothing can be more effectual to convince us, that the 
pleasures of the world are not considerable as to our last end, 
and that present afflictions are so far from being inconsistent with 
our supreme blessednesss, that they prepare us for it 

In short, his excellent example not only enhghtens our minds 
to discover our duty, but enables and excites to perform it. As 
the eye in beholduig visible objects receives their image, so by 
contemplating the graces that are conspicuous in our Redeemer, 
we derive a similitude from them. " We all," saith the apostle, 
2 Cor. 3. 18. " with open face beholding as in a glass the glory 
of the Lord," that is, by viewing in the gospel the life of Christ 
which was glorious in holiness, " we are changed into the same 
image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord:" 
that is, gradually fashioned in grace according to his likeness. 

And what can more powerfully move and persuade us to holi
ness, than to consider the precedent that Christ hath set before 

* Cum omnibus vUae olGciis jnstitise specimen prebnisset, utdoloris quoque 
p.itientiam, mortisque contemptum, quibus perfecia & consummata lit virtus, 
traderet liomini, venit in manus impia; nationis, cum & vilare poluisset scien-
tia futuri quam gerebat, & repellere eadam virtnte qua mirabilia fecit. Tcrt, 

Cam, Christ, 
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US ? For how honourable is it to be like the Son of God, by 
confoi-niity to Christ we partake of the divine perfections. The 
king- of heaven will acknowledge us for his children ; when we 
bear the resemblance of our elder brother. Besides the motive 
of honour, love doth strongly incline to follow holiness hi imita
tion of our Redeemer. This is one diiference between know
ledge and love, the understanding draws the object to itself, and 
transforms it into its own likeness; thus material objects have an 
immaterial existence in the mind when it contemplates them : 
but love goes forth to the object loved; the soul is more where it 
loves than where it lives ; that is, there is more of its intellectual 
presence, its thoughts and desires, and it always aifects a resem
blance to it. Thus love humbled God, and made him like to us 
in nature; and love exalts man, by making him hkc to God in 
hoUness; for it excites us to imitate and express in our actions 
the " virtues of him who hath called us to his kingdom and 
glory." 

3. In order to the restoring of holiness to lapsed man, the 
Lord Christ purchased and conveys the spirit to them. A state 
of sin includes a total privation of holiness, and an active contra
riety against it. The sinner is dead as to the spiritual life, and 
as unable to revive himself, as a carcass is to break the gates of 
death and return to the light of the world : but he lives to the 
sensual life, and expresses a constant opposition to the law of 
God. He is without strength as to his duty, not able to con
ceive one holy thought, or to excite a sincere and ardent desire 
towards divine things ; but hath strong inclinations of will, and 
great power for that which is evil. Now to restore life to the 
dead soul, and to conquer the living enmity that is in it against 
holiness, no less than the divine power was requisite. And the 
eifecting this is pecuharly attributed to the spirit. Our Saviour 
tells Nicodemus, John 3. 5. " Except a man be born of water, 
and of the Holy Ghost, he cannot see the kingdom of God." 
And the apostle saith. Tit. 3. 5. That " according to his mer
cy he saves us, by the washing of regeneration, and by the re
newing of the Holy Ghost." As in the creation, where all the 
persons concurred, it was the motion of the spirit that conveyed 
the life of nature; so in the renovation of the world, where they 
all co-operate, it is the powerfiil working of the spirit that pro
duces the life of grace. He visits us in the grave, and inspires 
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the breath and flame of heaven to animate and warm our dead 
hearts. It was requisite not only that the word should take 
flesh, but that flesh should receive the spirit to quicken and enable 
it to perform the acts of divine life. It is for this reason the 
third person is frequently styled in scripture the " Holy Spirit." 
That title hath not an immediate respect to his nature, but to 
the operations which are assigned to him, in the admirable eco
nomy of our redemption. It is not upon the account of his essen
tial and eternal purity, which is common to all the persons, but in 
regard of his office, to infuse holiness into the depraved soul, and 
renew the divine image, that he is so called. Now Jesus Christ 
purchased the spirit by his humiliation and sufferings, aud con
veys him to us in his exaltation and glory. 

(1.) He purchased the spirit by his sufferings. For since man 
fell from his original innocence, he is justly deprived of special 
grace, that is necessary to heal and recover hiin. And till by a 
perfect sacrifice divine justice was appeased, (that had shut the 
treasure of heaven) and the forfeiture taken off, he could not ob
tain the eternal riches. God must be reconciled before he will 
bestow the holy spirit; a gift so great and so precious, the earn
est of his peculiar love and special favour to us. Therefore our 
Saviour tells his disciples, John 16. 7. who were extremely af
flicted for his departure from them, that " it was expedient 
he should go away, for otherwise the spirit would not come;" 
.vhose office was to convince and convert the world. The de
parture of Christ implied his death and ascension, both which 
were requisite in order to the sending of him. If the blood of 
Christ had not been shed on the cross, the spirit had not been 
poured forth from heaven. The effusion of the one, was the 
cause of the effusion of the other. The rock that refreshed the 
Israelites in the desert, did not pour forth its miraculous waters, 
till it was struck by the rod of Moses; to instruct us, that Christ 
our spiritual rock must be struck with the curse of the law, tlie 
mystical rod of Moses, to communicate the waters of life to us, 
that is, the spirit, who is represented in scripture under that ele
ment. 

(2.) Our Redeemer confers the sjurit after his glorious exalta
tion : " when he ascended on high, he led captivity captive, and 
gave gifts unto men." Ephes. 4. 8. After his " triumph over 
principalities and powers," he dispensed his bountv in this rich 
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donative. For the holy spirit was first given to Christ, as the 
reward of his excellent obedience in dying, that was infinitely 
pleasing to God, to be communicated from him to men. And 
he received the spirit in the quality of Mediator upon his en-
tr;< .te into heaven. The psalmist declares this prophetically. 
Ps il. 6 8 . IS. " Thou hast ascended on high, thou hr-" 'zd cap
tivity captive, thou hast received gifts for men, 3 ea for the rebel
lious also, that the Lord God might dwell among them." He 
acquired a right to those treasures by dying, but he takes posses
sion of them after his ascension. Now he is crowmed, he holds 
forth the sceptre of his royalty. Therefore it is said, that when 
Christ was upon the earth, " the holy spirit was not given, be
cause Jesus was not glorified." If it be objected, that believers 
before the ascension of Chiist were partakers of the spirit. The 
answer is clear; 

1st. It was upon Christ's interposing in the beginning as Me
diator, and with respect to his future death and ascension, that 
the spirit was given to them. 

21y. The degrees of communicating the spirit before and after 
the ascension of Christ are very different: whether we consider 
"the gifts of the spirit," 2 Cor. 1. those extraordinary abilities 
with which the apostles were endued ; or the " fruits of the spi
rit," Gal. 5. 22. the sanctifying graces that are bestowed on be
lievers, the measure of them far exceeds whatever was conveyed 
before. The spirit descended as in a dew upon the Jewish na
tion, but it is now poured forth in showers " upon all flesh." 
Now in the style of scripture, things are said to be, when appa
rently and eminently they discover their being: so that compara
tively to the power and virtue of the spirit discovered in the 
church since the glorification of Christ, he was not given before. 
All the former mr.nifestations are obscured by the excess and ex
cellency of the latter. And not only the decree of God, which is 
sufficient to connect tliose things that have no natural depend
ance, but there are special reasons for the order of this dispensa
tion : for the great end of the spirit's coming, was to reveal fully 
to the world the way of salvation ; to discover the unsearchable 
riches of grace ; to assure men of happiness after this life, that 
they might be reduced from a state of rebellion to obedience, and 
their affections be refined and purified from all earthliness, and 
made angelical and heavenly. Now the principal demonstrations 
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which he used to persuade men of these things, are the death 
and resurrection of Christ, without which these mysteries had 
been under a cloud. That the instruction therefore of the spirit 
might be clear and effectual, it was necessary Christ should suf
fer and enter into heaven, and accomplish those things he was to 
teach. 

And from hence we may observe that the sanctifying grace of 
the spirit is the inseparable concomitant of the evangelical mercy. 
The gospel and the spirit are the wings by which " the Sun of 
Righteousness brings healing and life to the world." The su
pernatural declaration of justice in the law from Mount Sinai 
was not accompanied with the efficacy of grace: therefore it is 
called the " ministration of death." 2 Cor. 3. 7. It conveyed 
no spiritual strength as delivered by the hands of Moses, consi
dering him precisely in the quality of the legal Mediator, but 
threatened a curse to the breakers of it. All the promises of 
mercy scattered in the books of Moses belong to the covenant 
of grace. The gospel is called the " law of the spirit of life, and 
the ministration of the spirit;" that is, the spirit of holiness 
and comfort from whom true and eternal life proceeds, is solely 
communicated by it. The natural discovery of the divine good
ness in the works of creation and providence, is without the re
newing power of the spirit. There is a correspondence between 
the external revelation of mercy, and the internal grace of the 
spirit in their original: as the one is supernatural, so is the 
other. Not but that the heathens had some fainter beams of 
the Sun of Righteousness, " for he enlightens every man that 
comes into the world," and some lower operations of the spirit, 
whereby they were reduced from intemperance, incontinency 
and other gross vices, to the practice of several virtues that re
spect the civil life. And of this we have an eminent instance 
recorded by Diogenes Laertius; that Polemo half-drunk, crown
ed with roses, * and in the dress of a harlot rather than of a 
man, coming into the school of the severe Zenocrates, hearing 

* Qualem ilium fuisse ferunt, qui delibulus unguentis, redimitus floribus, 
subnixus meretricibus, antelucano potu ebrius, & diurno cereorum comitalu* 
lumine, philosopbi auditorium disputantis ingressus est, quo audito ut aiunt, 
coronas sensim detraxerit, unguenia deterserit, scortis vale dixerit, pbiloso-
pbuB postea tantus evaserit, ut esse sobrietatis exemplum, qui faerat antea 
cbrietatis ludibrium. Ambroi, de Elia. If Jejtm. 
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him discourse of temperance, as hy a charm, was so perfectly 
changed, that casting away the garland from his head, and the 
lascivious ornaments that were ahout him, and which was more 
considerable, his vicious habits from his soul, he that entered in 
a reveller, came forth a philosopher, so corrected and composed 
in his manners, that he was called the doric tone, which of all 
others was the most solemn and majestical in the music of those 
times. Now this alteration was wrought by the force of natural 
reason, which prevailed on him to renounce those sensual and 
base lusts, that were inconsistent with the honour and peace of 
a man in this present life. But still he was exceedingly distant 
from the purity of a true saint, who partakes " of the divine na
ture," and is inchned in all his motions to God. All the pre
cepts of morality, to use the similitude of Plutarch, are like 
strong perfumes that sometimes revive those that are in a swoon 
by the falling-sickness, but never heal them : so they may reco
ver those that are debauched from the outward practice of those 
ignoble vices which violate natural conscience, but they cannot 
rectify and cure the corrupt nature. The highest philosophical 
change was only from those vices which were scandalous in the 
view-of men; but consisted with those which were, though more 
subtile, yet not less sinful, and discernible by the pure eye of 
God. It was from one kind of sin to another, from sensual to 
spiritual, " satan cast out satan;" * or from higher to lower 
degrees of sin, but not from sin to holiness. And although the 
same good works, as to the external substance, were performed 
by the heathens as by christians, yet they vastly differ in their 
principle and end. A brute performs all the acts of sense that a 
man doth, but it is merely from the sensitive soul, that is of a 
lower order than that which animates a man. So in the hea
then it was only the human spirit excited by secular and private 
interests, self-love, ser\'ile fear, that performed moral actions. 
But the holy spirit (who infuses grace, that is as it were a se
cond soul, to elevate that which before quickened the body) is 
the true principle of christian virtues. This sanctifying spirit, 
who transforms us into the divine nature, and makes an entire 
and thorough change in the heart and conversation, they did not 

• Allis peccatis alia peccata vinciindir. Caeteras cupidKates hujus (nem-
pae gloriie) ingenti cupidilate pretserunt. Aug, Lib, 5. de civ, Dei, 
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receive in the way of nature. Of this we have a convincing 
proof in the example of the best masters of moralitj', who by 
their discourses or writings, raised it to the point of its perfec
tion. Socrates the father of philosophy, * to whom this honour 
is ascribed among the Grecians, that he first made wisdom de
scend from heaven to earth, because he left; the study of astrono
my, t in which the philosophers before him were most conver
sant, and applied himself to that which is usefiil for the govern
ment of life, and reformation of manners : he that is propounded 
by the Gentiles as an unparalleled pattern, as one that discover
ed to what degree of excellency virtue might raise the human 
spirit, yet was guilty of great immorality and impiety. Those 
who pretend to have known the retirements of his life, accused 
him of impure commerce with Alcibiades. J He betrayed the 
chastity of his wife, by giving her to his friend. Plato and 
Xenophon, his admirers, declare his' compliance with the com
mon idolatry, which is justly aggravated by St. Austin, being 
against the convictions of his conscience. For although in pri
vate discourse with his friends he acknowledged but one God, 
and considered the sun and moon only as the works and instru
ments of the divine power, and in the rank of other creatures ; 
yet in his apology before his judges to prevent the fatal sentence, 
he charged his enemies to be guilty of impudent falsehood, who 
accused him that he did not believe the gods, since he believed, 
as all other men, that the sun and moon were gods. And du
ring the time of his imprisonment, he never addressed one prayer 
to God for the pardon of his sins; for he had so high an opinion 
of his own virtues, that he was insensible of his vices. And dy
ing, he commanded a cock to be offered to jEsculapius, that is, 
to the devil, under the disguise of that famous physician. § To 

* K a i ts'x av "^coxparrji T O I S " T O J T I J eysvero, B8' av Sisfavij 

•njj av&ganrivr^s "g^l^iS TO / i eys f l i ^ , ma-H ivvarai SieXflsiv. Simplic. in 
Epitt. Cels. 

+ ?rec nova inferens da>.nionia,'sed vetera depellens, nec adolescentiam vi-
tians, sed omni bono pudoris informans, Tertul. de an. chrislianam sapien-
tiam Socraticae prieferens. O sapientiae Auicae exemplum, Lenro est philo-
sophus. Tertul. Apolog. t^id, Xenophon. Mem. I . 4. 

+ Vid. Theod. Greca. affect. Cur. 1. 12. vid. Plat. Conviv. 

u '^ei /ATEV 8 * Te ^eXIiuv e f l ' f;S(ov>) /3e/3(OX6V(. Xenoph. lib. Memor. 

F f 3 

Still Waters Revival Books - All Rights Reserved - www.PuritanDownloads.com 

http://www.PuritanDownloads.com


454 T H E HARMONY OF CHAP. X V I I I . 

Socrates I shall add Seneca: never any, excepting the sacred 
writers, and those who are instructed hy them, hath WTitten 

more excellently. He describes virtue as if the living original 
were in his breast; but how dull a copy was drawn in his life! 
There is as great a difference between the expression of it by his 
pen and by his actions, as-between the lively picture of a face 
hy a rare pencil, * and the rude draught of it with a coal. 
What a villajious part did he act in exciting Nero to murder his 
mother; f and .ifter in writing an apology for it, employing the 
colours of his rhetoric to cover one of the foulest blots which 
hath appeared in the succession of all ages ? His philosophy 
was not a powerfiil antidote against the contagion of the court. 
(Vid. Tacit, lib. 15.) What just excuse can there be of his 
cruelty to his wife, in cutting her veins that she might die with 
him ; from a vain glorious desire to eternize their reputation ? 
And whereas among the whole chorus of virtues, J he in a spe
cial manner exalts magnanimity in the contempt of earthly 
things, and determines that tlie necessities of nature are the just 
measures of riches and delights, and all other things which the 
irregular appetites of men pursue ; so that one would think him 
an angel in flesh, conversing below to instruct the world how to 
be happy: yet the historians of those times tax him for insatia
ble avarice, that in a little time by unworthy arts he raked up 
an incredible sum of money. Supposing it a calumny that he 
forged many wills to seize upon the estates belonging to others, 
what excuse can there be for his excessive usury, his forcing the 
Britains to borrow a million of Sesterces, and calling for it in, 
so much to their prejudice, as was likely to have caused their 
rebellion? What for his sumptuous palaces, and gardens of 
pleasure, exceeding the luxury of Nero, and all these possessed 
by a man who had no son to inherit, a philosopher, a Stoic, the 
great comineiider of blessed poverty. All the apology he makes, 
is, that a wise man, that is himself, Non aniat divitias sed ma-
vult, non in animum illas sed in domum inducit, non respicit pos-

* P a w a w evavrima.ra.ra 05 l^iXexro^e* vmav eXe'X^^Sij. 

+ Vid . Xiphil . ia Vita Neronis. 

X Punclam est in quo navigatis, in quo beltalis, in quo regna disponilis, 
Enrsum ingentia, spatia in quorum possessionem auimns admittitur. Seiuc. 
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sessas sed continet. Agreeing with Aristrippus a philosophizing 
animal, who being reproved for his entanglement in brutish love 
with a famous harlot, replied, I possess her, not she me. The 
only difference is in the matter of their affections, the one was 
riches, the other pleasure. By these instances we may judge of 
the rest of the philosophers: although a vein of gold appear in 
their writings, yet their lives were full of dross. The best of 
them are charged to have practised vice with those, to whom 
they commended the precepts of virtue. The foulest actions 
were approved by some, and the most excellent condemned -by 
others that pretended to philosophical perfection. * Unnatural 
lust was allowed as indifferent by Zeno and Chrysippus: f and 
the noblest love in giving life itself for the glory of God in mar
tyrdom, is censured by Epictetus and Antoninus, as the effect of 
foolish and incurable melancholy in christians, who were dis
gusted with the world, and devoted themselves to death. The 
spirit of holiness who forms the powerfid and lasting habits of 
true virtue in the soul, that effectually inclines to the love of 
God, and with an intention for his glory, to obey his will; as it 
was purchased by Jesus Christ, so is peculiar to the dispensation 
of the gospel that reveals him. The doctrine of it is not deli
vered with so much pomp, but with infinitely more efficacy than 
the most eloquent instructions of philosophers. One plain ser
mon that represents Christ as crucified before our eyes to obtain 
pardon of sin for us, inflames the soul with a more ardent love to 
God and vehement hatred of sin, than all their elegant and sub
lime discourses. There is the same difference between their 
morals and the evangelical institution, as between two nurses-: 
the one is adorned, and looks lovely to the eye, but wants milk 
to nourish the infant in her arms; the other is not so amiable in 
appearance, but hath a living spring of milk to nourish her child. 
Philosophy hath the advantage of artificial beauty, but cannot 
supply the nourishment that is necessary to maintain the spiri-

* Vid. PhUonis judicium de plalonico conviuio, in Lib. de Vila. Con-
temft, Qnanquam illorum se ingenia amare dicebant ea fere potissimum 
amabant qn;e bene habitabi*it. Quis est enim isle amor amiciliae ? cur neque 
defurmem adolescentem quisqnam amal, nec formosum enem ? Cicer. 

+ Venerem nefandam& qnosvis, incestus esse adiaplioro dicebant non so
lum epicnrei, sed severi i l l i stoici, quod Sextus Empiricns nos docet ex Zc-
none & Chrysippo. 
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tual life. But the gospel affords the "sincere rational milk to 
the soul, that it may grow therehy." It is therefore called the 
" word of life," a title that distinguishes it from the law, and all 
human institutions. 

4. Jesus Christ hath presented the strongest inducements and 
motives to persuade us to holiness. The way which he takes to 
save us, is not hy a mere act of power to raise us above our
selves ; but he deals with us conveniently to our frame, in ma
king use of our affections to bring us to himself. And whereas 
there are three affections that have a mighty power over the rea
sonable, and are the inward springs of human actions, viz. fear, 
hope, and love; he hath propounded such objects to them which 
being duly considered, are infinitely more efficacious than any 
thing that may divert us from our duty. The great temptations 
to sin are from the terrors or delights of sense, and to overcome 
these, he hath brought to our assistance " powers of the world 
to come:" that is, hath revealed the dreadful preparations for 
the punishment of the wicked, and the glorious rewards that at
tend the godly in their future state. 

Now to discover the efficacy of those objects for the persua-
iling men to be holy, I will consider, 1. Their greatness, as it is 
described in the gospel. 2. Their truth and reality, of which 
our Saviour hath given us convincing evidence and assurance. 

(1.) To excite our fear, he threatens torments extreme and 
eternal. These are set forth by such representations, as may 
impress the quickest sense of them upon man. For the imagi
nation depends on sensible experience, and is strongly affected 
with those things that are terrible to our outward faculties. 
Now hell is described by "a worm" (Mark 9. 44.) gnawing the 
most tender parts, that are most capable of pain; to signify the 
furious reflections of the guilty soul, the sting of the enraged 
conscience, the torment of those perfect passions that continually 
vex the damned. And it is set forth by " fire and brimstone," 
that is most fierce to sense; the serious consideration of which is 
enough to cause terror and amazement in all that are liable to 
it. And if the sole apprehension be intolerable, how much more 
will the " dwelling with devouring fire, and everlasting burn
ing?" It is called the " blackness of darkness," to signify the 
complete horror of that state. The fire hath only force to burn, 
not to give any light to mitigate the obscurity. It is called the 
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"second death," * in comparison of which that of the body is 
but the shadow of death. Nothing of Hfe remains but the sense 
of misery, and that will be as strong for ever as at the first en 
trance into it. This infinitely increases the torment, that it shall 
never end. The suffering soul knows it shall be eternal, and as 
such it is felt and afflicts. The fire that devours, shall never say 
it is enough; that sad night shall never have a morning; that 
horrible tempest never any calm. The damned have no breath
ing of rest in their extreme pains, no shadow of hope to refresh 
them in their intolerable heat, " but are under torment day and 
night, for ever and ever." Rev. 20. 10. Now what can be more 
powerful to restrain men from sin than the terrors of the Lord ? 
If the desires of carnal aud momentary pleasures are impetuous 
and urgent, what can be more effectual to give check to them, 
than the consideration that they are attended with a painful eter
nity, that within a little while nothing will remain of the most 
pleasant lusts but the worm and the fire ? Thus one extreme is 
cured by another. Or, if the fear of men, who can inflict but 
outward evils, and death on the body, at any time resists the 
performance of our duty, what is more proper to lessen the im
pression, than to remember how dreadful a thing it is to fall into 
the revenging " hands of the living God," who lives for ever, 
and can punish for ever ? Thus our Saviour fortified his disci
ples against persecution, Luke 12. 4, 5. " 1 say unto you, my 
friends, be not afraid of them that kill the body, and after that 
have no more that they can do; but 1 will forewarn you whom 
you shall fear : fear him which after he hath killed, hath power 
to cast into hell; yea, 1 say unto you, fear him." Eternal 
damnation is infinitely more fearfiil than temporal death. As the 
rod of Moses devoured the rods of the Magicians; so the fear of 
hell overcomes the fear of death, and all the torments which end 
with this lift. 

I shall add farther, to show how fit an argument this is to 
work on mankind; that usually the fear of evil more deeply af
fects than the hope of good. When the imagination is violently 
struck with an object, it hath a mighty force to turn the mind 
and will itself. Therefore laws are secured by punishments, not 
by rewards. Indeed the fear of hell at first disposes us for the 

• Rev. 20. 14, Mortui vitae, & morti sine fine victuri. Aug. 
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love of heaven : to escape the one, we fly to the other. As the 
virtue of the loadstone is increased by arming it with iron, which 
although it hath no attractive power in itself, yet by conjunction 
it makes the other more forcible: so the promise of heaven 
makes a stronger impression upon us by the threatening of hell 
to all that despise it. Were it not for the torments of hell, 
(which are more easily conceived by us whilst we are clothed 
with flesh, than celestial joys, and therefore more strongly affect 
us) heaven would be neglected, and be as empty of saints as it is 
full of glory. To awaken us out of the deep lethargy of sensual 
lusts, the most pleasant music is ineffectual, nothing less is re
quisite than cutting and scarifying. 

And not only those that begin and first enter in the ways of 
godliness, but those who are advanced in Christianity have need 
of this bridle. For there are some temptations wherein the flesh 
assaults the spirit with that violence, that love itself is obliged to 
call in fear to its assistance, as being more proper to repress its 
inordinate motions. It is only in heaven that perfect love will 
consume all concupiscence, and cast out fear of judgment: but 
whilst we are encompassed with temptations, we must not think 
under the pretext of a more raised spirituality, that the fear of 
hell is either unbecoming or unnecessary. It is not unworthy a 
child of God to employ all the motives of the gospel. We are 
commanded to " work out our own salvation with fear and trem-
bhng." Phil. 2. 12. 

But the opening of hell to our view is not sufficient alone to 
make us holy. For the strongest terrors, although they restrain 
from the outward forbidden act, yet do not change the heart. 
According to that of St Austin, inaniter se victorem putat esse 
peccati qui pcenae timore von peccat; quia etsi non imphtur fa
ns negotiuyn maltB aipiditatis, ipsa tamen cupiditas intus est 
hostis i that is, the fear of punishment can never make us tmly 
victorious over sin, because although we do not actually accom
plish the desires of the cormpt will, yet the cormpt will is still 
an enemy that lives within, and is only destroyed by the love of 
holiness, which allures us by the excellent reward that is pro
mised to it. Besides, fear is a violent passion to which nature 
is repugnant, so that although its power is great, yet not con
stant. How strong soever the force is by which a stone is thrown 
upwards, yet the impression is weakened by degrees, and over-
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come by the natural weight of the stone whereby it falls to the 
centre. So the human nature resists fear, and lessens its impe-
tuousness so far, that frequently it returns to sensual lusts. 
Therefore that the law of the spirit may be perfect and stable, it 
must be confirmed by the hopes of heaven. As the natural, so 
the spiritual life must be nourished by grateful food, it is not 
preserved with aloes or wormwood. For this reason our Sa
viour, 

(2.) To encourage and raise our hopes, offers to us a retward 
infinitely valuable: for as God is infinite, such is the happiness 
he bestows on his favourites. It is described to us in scripture 
under the most enamouring representations; as a state of peace 
and lo.c, of joy and glory. 

The Prince of Peace reigns in the holy Jerusalem that is 
above, and preserves an everlasting serenity and calmness. The 
mutinous spirits that rebelled were presently chased from thence, 
into this lower region where they brought trouble and disorder. 
" He maketh peace in his high places." The peace of heaven is 
" like tiie crystal sea before the throne of the Lamb," which no 
unquiet agitation ^er troubles or disturbs. 

An inviolable love unites all his subjects, no division or jea
lousy discomposes their concord. They enjoy without envy: for 
infinite blessedness is not diminished by the number of possessors. 
" The inheritance in. light is communicated' to all." Although 
the angels are distinguished by their several orders and ministra
tions, as seraphims and chenibims, thrones and powers, yet a 
chain of holy love binds all their affections together. And though 
the saints shine with different degrees of glory, yet, as in a 
chorus of music, the different voices make one entire harmony: 
so love, that ever continues, unites their wills in a delightful 
harmonious agreement. The millions of celestial inhabitants 
compose but one society, love mixing in one mass of light and 
glory, all their understandings and wills. 

And since all true joy and sweetness spring from love, it is 
impossible but they must feel unspeakable complacency, in the 
reciprocal exercise of so holy and pure an affection. But prin
cipally, their joy arises from the possession of God himself, by 
the clearest knowledge and purest love of his excellencies. 
*' They see him as he is." 1 John 3. 2. Sight is the most spiri
tual and noble sense, that gives the most distinct and evident 
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discovery of its objects. The soul in its exalted state " sees the 
King in his beauty," all the perfections of that infinitely glori
ous and blessed nature in their brightness and purity. And this 
sight causes the most ardent love, by which there is an intimate 
and vital union between the soul and its happiness; and from 
hence springs perfect delight: " in thy presence is fulness of 
joy." Psal. 16. 11. It expels all evil that would imbitter and 
lessen our felicity. And this is an admirable privilege for the 
human nature, that is so sensible of trouble. All complaints and 
cries. Rev. 21.4. all sighings and sorrows are for ever banished 
from heaven. If the light of the sun be so pleasant, that every 
morning revives the world, aud renders it new to us which was 
buried in the darkness of the night; how infinitely pleasant will 
the light of glory be, that discovers the absolute and universal 
excellencies of the Deity, the beauty of his holiness, the perfec
tion of his wisdom, the greatness of his power, and the riches of 
his mercy ? How inexpressibly great is the happiness that pro
ceeds from the illumination of a purified soul, when such is the 
amiableness of God, that his infinite and eternal felicity arises 
from the fruition of himself? The joy of heaven is so full and 
satisfying, that " a thousand years there, are but as one day." 
Inferior earthly goods presently lose the flower of novelty, and 
languish in our enjoyment of them : variety is necessary to put 
ah edge upon our appetites, and quicken our delights; because 
they are imperfect, and fall short of our expectation. But the 
object of our blessedness is infinitely great, and produces the 
same pure and perfect joy for ever. Afl;er the longest fruition 
it never cloys or satiates, but is as fresh and new as at the first 
moment. 

And that which is the peculiar pleasure of the redeemed, is, 
that " they shall be with Christ, and see his glory." John 17. 
24. What a marvellous joy will fill our hearts, to see our blessed 
Saviour, who suifered so much for us on earth, to reign in hea
ven ? Here he was in his enemies' hands; there he hath them 
under his feet. Here he was in the " form of a ser\'ant;" there 
he appears in " the form of God," adorned with all the marks of 
majesty. Here he was under the cloud of his Father's displea
sure ; there he appears as the " brightness of his glory." Here 
he was ignominiously crucified ; there he is crowned with immor
tal honour. Now considering the ardent aifections which the 
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saints have to their Redeemer, the contemplation of him in this 
glorious state must infinitely ravish their hearts : especially, if we 
consider that the exaltation of Christ is theirs. The members 
triumph when the head is crowned : his excellent glory reflects a 
lustre upon them, and by the sight of it they are changed into 
his likeness. If the imperfect and dim sight of his divine virtues 
in the gospel, hath a power to change believers into his image 
from glory to glory," how much more the vision of his unveiled 
face ? Our graces here are but as the rude draught and first 
colours of the divine image, that shall then be in its perfection. 
" We know that when he appears, we shall be like him, for we 
shall see him as he is." 1 John 3. 2. The similitude between 
the saints above and Christ, is so exact, that if one should enter 
into the kingdom of heaven, and were not directed by the light 
of that place, he would be apt to think every glorified saint he 
meets to be more than a creature. St. John the beloved of 
Christ, and as clear-sighted as any of the apostles, mistook an 
angel for God; and would have adored him, although he did not 
appear in his fiill glory. The kingdoms of the world, with all 
their splendour, are no more in comparison to it, than a dead spark 
to the sun in its brightness. The very bodies of the saints shall 
be raised from the grave, and beautified with eternal ornaments: 
they shall be companions with the angels, and conformed to the 
glorious body of Christ. Briefly, in the present state we are not 
capable to receive the fiill knowledge of heaven : what we under
stand is infinitely desirable, but the most glorious part is still 
undiscovered. The apostle tells us, I Cor. 2. 9. " Eye hath not 
seen, nor ear heard, neither hath it entered into the heart of man 
to conceive what God hath prepared for those that love him." 
All that is beautiful or sweet here, is but a shadow of that glory, 
a drop of that vast ocean of delights. For all that is desirable in 
tlie creatures, and is dispersed among them, is united in God as 
the original in an infinite and indeficient manner; with all the 
prerogatives that the creatures have not. Celestial blessedness 
as much exceeds our most raised thoughts, as God is more glo
rious in himself than in any representations made of him by the 
shadows of our earthly imaginations. There is a greater dispro
portion between the condition of a sahit on earth and in heaven, 
than between the life of an infant in the womb, and of the same 
person when advanced to the throne, and attended vtith the no-
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bility of a nation. St. John declares, 1 John 3. 2. " Now we 
are the sons of God, but it dnth not appear what we shall be." 
Who knows the full signification of " being heirs of God, and 
joint-heirs with Christ," of partaking in that glorious reward 
which is given to him for his great services to the crown of hea
ven ? Who can tell the weight, the number and measure of that 
blessedness ? " To him that overcomes," saith oui Redeemer, 
Rev. 3. 21. " will 1 grant to sit with me in my throne, even as 
I also overcame, and am set dow n v; ith my Father in his throne." 
We have reason to break forth in the language of the Psalmist, 
" How great is thy goodness which thou hast laid up for those 
that fear thee?" and supply the defects of our understanding with 
a holy admiration, that is the only measure of those things that 
are above our measure. 

Besides, the reward as in excellency it is divine, so in dura
tion it is perpetual. Heaven is an inheritance as safe as great. 
Here we are subject to time, that carries us and all our goods 
down its swift stream; but there eternity, that is fixed and un
changeable, embraces us in its bosom. We shall be secure and 
at rest, for no person " shall take away our crown; we shall 
reign for ever and ever." Rev. 22. 5. "At God's right hand are 
pleasures for evermore," Psal. 16. 11. that can never abate or 
end. As his liberal hand bestows, so his powerful hand preserves 
our happiness. The blessed shall sing everlasting hymns of glory, 
and songs of thanksgiving to the great Creator, Redeemer, and 
Sanctifier, who hath prepared and purchased that felicity for 
them, and hath brought them to the secure possession of it. 

Now can there be a more powerful motive to obedience, than 
infinite and eternal blessedness ? what can pretend to our affec
tions in competition with it ? Carnal pleasures only gratify our 
viler part the body, in its vilest state; but the joys of heaven 
are spiritual and sublime, and proportioned to our noblest and 
most capacious faculties. Earthly dehghts cannot satisfy our 
senses, " but the peace of God passes understanding." One 
hour's enjoyment of it is better than an eternity spent in the plea
sures of sin. What inexcusable madness is it to prefer panted 
trifles before that inestimable treasure ? Who can truly believe 
there is such an excellent glory, but he m.ust love it, and vigo
rously endeavour to obtain it ? Who would not go to the celes
tial Canaan, though the way lies through a wilderness where no 
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flower or fruit grows ? All temporal evils are not only to be en
dured, but cheerfiilly embraced in order to the possessing of it. 
The apostle tells us, Rom. 8. " I reckon that the sufferings of 
the present time, are not comparable with the glory, that shall 
be revealed in us." And he was the most fit person to make the 
comparison, having made trial of both states. For he was a 
man of sorrows, that had passed through afflictions of all kinds, 
and he was ravished up to paradise, where he heard those things 
that exceed all expressions of human words. Now after a serious 
estimate, he declares (2 Cor. 4. 17-) that the " eternal weight 
of glory, infinitely outbalances the light and momentary troubles 
of this life." Thus from what hath been said concerning the 
greatness of tlie recompences hereafter, we may understand how 
powerful they are to deter men from sin, and to allure them to 
holiness. 

That these objects may be effectual, our Saviour hath clearly 
revealed them, and given us convincing evidence and assurance 
of their reality. The heathens had only some glimmerings, and 
suspicions of a fiiture state: they were under doubts concerning 
the nature of the soul, whether mortal or incorruptible, waver
ing between the assent and denial; and inclining to this or that 
part, as sense persuaded them to believe themselves only as 
brutes, or reason to acknowledge themselves men. Socrates, * 
before his judges, speaks as oue that desired immortality; and 
in his last discourses to his friends, he endeavours to persuade 
them, but could not conquer his own doubts, nor assure himself. 
All his discourses end in conjectures and uncertain guesses. Be
sides, the hell which they fancied, was made up of such ridicu
lous and senseless terrors, that could only affect children who 
were not arrived to the perfect use of reason. And their appre
hensions of happiness in the next life were so extravagant, that 
what the philosopher said in general of hope, that it is the dream 
of waking men, is more justly applicable to the hope of the hea
thens, in respect of the future reward. For as the illusions of a 
dream have many times a real subject, but environed with so 
many fantastic imaginations as spoils all the proportions of it j 

• Vid . Apol. & Phaed. Platonis Socrat. E t contum & Stygio ranas in 
gargitenigi^as, atque una transire vadum tot millia c y m b a , nec paeri credunt, 
niai qui nondnm ore laTantar . 
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SO their opinion had a foundation in truth, but was mixed with 
uiany errors inconsistent with perfect felicity. And as the plea
sure of a dream is slight and vanishing, so the uncertain expec
tation of felicity did but lightly touch their spirits. Briefly, they 
had no true knowledge, no firm belief of eternal blessedness in 
the vision of God, nor of the endless torments in hell; and 
wanting those great principles, from whence the rules and power 
to live in a holy manner are derived, they fell short of that pu
rity which is a necessary qualification to prepare men for heaven. 
They were in a confused labyrinth, without true light or guide, 
entangled with miserable errors, and stumbled every step whilst 
they sought after happiness. But the Lord Christ hath instruct
ed the world concerning those invisible future recompences. He 
hath expressly threatened, whatever is to be feared by man as a 
rational or sensible creature, " the worm that never dies, and 
the fire that shall never be quenched," in case of disobedience; 
and he hath promised whatever is to be hoped for, in case of 
obedience. " The wrath of God is revealed from heaven," in 
the gospel, " against all ungodliness, and unrighteousness of 
men." Ronw 1. 18. And our Saviour hath brought " life and 
immortality to light." 2 Tim. 1. 10. He hath declared the na
ture and quality of eternal life : that it consists in the most per
fect acts of our raised and most receptive faculties, upon the 
most excellent objects; that it contains perfect holiness and pure 
felicity, being for ever distant from the infirmities and defile
ments of our mortal state. He hath revealed as the quality, so 
the extent of it, relating to the body as well as the soul. Where
as the philosophers of several sects, the Academics, Stoics, Epi
cureans, labouring with all the force of their understanding, 
formed a felicity according to their fancies, which was either 
wholly sensual, or else but for half of man : for of the resurrec
tion, and consequently the immortality of the body, not the least 
notice for many ages ever arrived to them. Our Saviour, who 
alone had " the words of eternal life," hath promised a happi
ness that respects entire man : the soul and the body which are 
his essential parts, shall be united and endued with all the glo
rious qualities becoming the sons of God. And of all this ha 
hath given to the world the highest assurance : for he verified his 
doctrine by his own example; rising from the grave, and ap
pearing to his apostles crowned with immortalit\', and visibly 
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ascending before them to heaven. Since there is no greater pa
radox to reason than the resurrection, v̂ hich seemed utterly in
credible to men, and not to be the object of a rational desire ; 
God by raising him from the grave, hath given the most con
vincing argument that our Redeemer was sent from him, to 
acquaint the world with the future state- Thus the apostle 
speaks to the Athenians, Acts 17- 30. " The times of ignorance 
God winked at, but now commandeth all men every where to 
repent; because he hath appointed a day, wherein he will judge 
the world in righteousness, by that man whom he hath ordained, 
whereof he hath given assurance unto all men, in that he hath 
raised him from the dead." Jesus Christ who was attested from 
heaven to be the Son of God by that great and powerful act, 
declared the recompences that shall attend men after death; 
therefore a full and perfect assent is due to his testimony. Hell 
with all its dread and terror is not a picture drawn by fancy to 
affright the world, but is revealed by him " whose words shall 
remain when heaven and earth shall pass away." The heavenly 
glories are not the visions of a contemplative person that have no 
existence, but are great realities promised by him, who as he 
died to purchase, so he rose to witness the truth of them; and 
to bring these great things, that are separate and distant from 
this present state, nearer to us; he sometimes causes " hell to 
rise up from beneath," and flash in the face of secure sinners, 
that they may break off their sins by repentance : and sometimes 
he opens heaven from above, the paradise of true delights, and 
sends down " of the precious fruits of the sun, of the precious 
things of the lasting hills," that by the sight of their beauty, and 
the taste of their sweetness, we may for ever abhor the pleasures 
of sin. By the frequent and sensible experience of the truth of 
the gospel in its threatenings and promises, innumerable persons 
have been converted from sin to holiness, from earth to heaven, 
from vanity to eternity. 

Love is a prevalent affection, stronger than death; and 
kindness is the greatest endearment of love. Now the Lord 
Jesus expressed such admirable love to us, that being duly con
sidered, it cannot but inspire us with love to him again, and with 
a grateful desire to please him in all things. He descended from 
heaven to earth, and delivered himself to a shameful death, 
" that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and piuifX' unto 
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himself a peculiar people zealous of good works." Tit- 2. 14. 
And what argument is more powerfiil to cause in us a serious 
hatred of sin, than the consideration of what Christ hath suffered 
to free us from the punishment and power of it ? If a man for 
his crimes were condemned to the gallies, aud a friend of his 
who had been extremely injured by him, should ransom him by 
a great sum ; when the guilty person is restored to liberty, will 
he not blush for shame at the memory of what he hath done? 
But how much more if his friend would suffer for him the pains 
aiKl infamy of his slavery? If any spark of humanity remain in 
him, can he ever delight himself in those actions, which made 
such a benefit necessary to him ? " Now we were not redeemed 
with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from our vain con
versation, (the most sordid and deplorable captivity) but with the 
precious blood of Christ, as a lamb without blemish and without 
spot." 1 Pet. 1. IS, 19. And is it possible for a christian to 
live in those sins for which Christ died ? Will not love cause an 
humble fear, lest he should frustrate the great design, and make 
void the most blessed eflfect of his terrible sufferings ? Why did 
he redeem us with so excellent a price from our cruel bondage, 
but to restore us to his free service ? Why did he vindicate us 
from the power of the usurper to whom we were captives, but to 
make us subjects to our natural Prince ? Why did he purify us 
with his most precious blood from our deadly defilements, * but 
that we might be entirely consecrated to his glory, and be 
fervent in good works ? What can work upon an ingenuous 
person more than sense of kindness ? What can oblige more 
strongly to duty, than gratitude ? What more powerful attrac
tive to obedience, than love ? This pure love confirms the glo
rified saints for ever in holiness. For they are not holy to ob
tain heaven, because they are possessed of it; nor to preserve 
their blessedness, because they are passed all hazard of losing it; 
but from the most lively and permanent sense of their obliga
tions, because they have obtained that incomparable felicity by 
a gift never to be reversed, and by a mercy transcendently great. 
And the same love to God that is in the saints above in the high-

• Ergo te dignuin gere tali pretio, ne veniat Chrislns qui te mundavit, qui 
tc rcdemit, & si te in peccato invenerit, dicat tibi ; quae utililas in sanguine 
meo ? quid profecti tibi dum descend! in corniptionem ? jimi, de Virginit 

p.3. 
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est degree of perfection, and makes them for ever to glorify him, 
will proportionably to our state in this life cause us to observe his 
commands with delight and constancy. A true christian is 
moved by fear, more by hope, most by love. 

CHAP. XIX. 

Practical inferences. The completeness of our recovery by Jesus Christ.^ 
He frees us from the power as well as guilt of sin. Sin is the disease and 
wound of the soul: the mere pardon of it cannot make us happy, Sancti-
fication equals, if not excels, justification. I t qualifies us for the enjoy
ment of God. Saving grace doth not encourage the practice of sin. The 
promises of pardon and heaven are conditional. To abuse the mercy of 
the gospel, is dishonourable to God, and pernicious to man, The excel
lency of the christian religion discovered from its design and effect. The 
design is to purge men from sin, and conform them to Gud's holiness accord
ing to their capacity. This gives it the most visible pre-eminence above 
other religions. The admirable effect of the gospel in the primitive chris
tians. An earnest exhortation to live according to the purity of the gospel, 
and the great obligations our Saviour hath laid on us. 

1. FROM hence we may discover the perfection and complete
ness of the redemption that our Saviour purchased for us. He 
fully repairs what was ruined by the fall. He was called " Jesus, 
because he should save his people fi-om their sins." Mat. 1. 21. 
He reconciles them to God, and " redeems them fi-om their vain 
conversation." He " came by water and blood," to signify the 
accomplishment of what was represented by the ceremonial pu
rification, and the blood of the sacrifices; satisfaction and sanc-
tification are found in him. And this was not a needless com
passion, but absolutely requisite in order to our felicity. Man 
in his guilty corrupt state may be compared to a condemned ma
lefactor, infected with noisome and painfid wounds and diseases, 

Gg 2 
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and wants the grace of the prince to pardon him, and sovereign 
remedies to heal him. Supposing the sentence were reversed, 
yet he cannot enjoy his life till he is restored to health. Thus 
the sinner is under the condemnation of the law, and under 
many spiritual, powerfiil distempers, that make him truly mise
rable. His inegular passions are so many sorts of diseases, not 
only contrary to health, but to one another, that continually 
torment him. He feels all the effects of sickness. He is in
flamed by his lusts, and made restless, being without power to 
accomplish or to restrain them. All his faculties are disabled for 
the spiritual life, that is only worthy of his nature, and whose 
operations are mixed with sincere and lasting pleasure. Sin as 
it is the disease, so it is the wound of the soul, and attended 
with all the evils of those that are most terrible: " the whole 
head is sick, the whole heart is faint, from the sole of the foot 
to the head, there is no soundness in it, but wounds and biuises, 
and putrefying sores." Isa, 1. Now our Redeemer as he hath 
obtained a full remission of our sins, so he restores holiness to 
us, the true health and vigour of the soul. He hath made a 
plaster of his living flesh mixed with his tears and blood, those 
divine and powerfiil ingredients, to heal our wounds. By the 
Holy Spirit it is applied to us, that we may partake of its virtue 
and influence. His most precious sacrifice purifies the con
science " from dead works," that we may serve the living God. 
Without this the bare exemption from punishment, were not suf
ficient to make us happy: for although the guilty conscience 
were secure from wrath to come, yet those fierce unruly passions, 
the generation of vipers that lodge in the breast of the sinner, 
would cause a real domestic hell. Till these are mortified, there 
can be no ease nor rest. Besides, sin is the true dishonour of 
man's nature, that degrades him from his excellency, and changes 
him into a beast, or a devil: so that to have a licence " to wal
low in the mire," to live in the practice of sin that stains and 
vilifies him, were a miserable privilege. The scripture therefore 
represents the curing of our corrupt inclinations, and the clean
sing us from our pollutions, to be the eminent effect and blessed 
work of saving mercy. Accordingly St. Peter tells the Jews 
(Acts 3. 26.) that " God having raised up his Son Jesus, sent 
him to bless you, in turning away every one of you from his ini
quities :" that is, Christ iu his glorified state gives the spirit of 
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holiness to work a sincere thorough change in men, fiom all 
presumptuous reigning sins, to universal holiness. Invaluable 
benefit! that equals if not excels our justification. For as the 
evil of sin in its own nature is worse than the evil of punishment, 
so the freeing us from its dominion is a greater blessing than 
mere impunity. The Son of God for a time was made subject 
to our miseries, not to our sins. He divested himself of his 
glory, not of his hohness. And the apostle in the ecstacy of his 
affection desired to be made unhappy for the salvation of the 
Jews, not to be unholy. Besides, the end is more noble than 
the inemis : now Jesus Christ purchased our pardon, that we 
might be restored to our forfeited holiness. He ransomed us by 
his death, that he might bless us by his resurrection. " He gave 
himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and 
purify to himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works Tit. 
2. 14. Sanctification is the last end of all he did and suffered 
for us. 

Holiness is the chiefest excellency of man, his highest advan
tage above inferior beings. It is the supreme beauty of the soul, 
the resemblance of angels, the image of God himself. In this 
the perfection of the reasonable nature truly consists, and glory 
naturally results from it. As a diamond, when its earthy and 
colourless parts are taken away, shines forth in its histre; so 
when the soul is freed from its impurities, and all terrene affec
tions, it will appear with a divine brightness. " The church 
shall then be glorious when cleansed from every spot," and made 
complete in holiness. To this I will only add, that " without 
holiness we caimot see God," that is, delightfully enjoy him. 
Suppose the law were dispensed with, that forbids any unclean 
person to enter into the " holy Jerusalem," the place cannot 
make hhn happy. For happiness consists in the fruition of an 
object that is suitable and satisfying to our desires. The holy 
God cannot be our felicity, without our partaking of his nature. 
Imputed righteousness fiees us from hell, inherent makes us fit 
for heaven. The sum is, Jesus Christ, that he might be a perfect 
Saviour, sanctifie's all whom he justifies; for otherwise we could 
not be totally exempted from suffering evil, nor capable of en
joying the supreme good, we could not be happy here nor 
hereafter. 

2. From hence it appears, that saving grace gives no encou-
Gg3 
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ragemeiit to the practice of sin. For the principal aim of our 
Redeemer's love in dying for us, was " to sanctify and cleanse us, 
by the washing of water and the Word." And accordingly all the 
promises of pardon and salvation are conditional. The holy 
mercy of the gospel offers forgiveness, only to penitent believers 
that return from sin to obedience: " we are commanded to re
pent and be converted, that our sins may be blotted out, in the 
time of refreshment, from the presence of the Lord." Acts 3. 19. 
And heaven is the reward of persevering obedience: " to them 
who by patient continuance in well-doing, seek for glory, and 
honour, and immortality, eternal life." Rom. 2. 7. There can
not be the least ground of a rational just hope in any person 
without holiness: " whoever hath this hope in him, purifies him
self even as he is pure." 1 John 3. 3. By which it appears, that 
the genuine and proper use we are to make of the exceeding great 
and " precious promises," is, " that by them we may be par
takers of the divine nature, and escape the pollution that is in 
the world through lust." 2 Pet. 1. 4. Yet the corrupt hearts of 
men are so strongly inclined to their lusts, that they " turn the 
grace of God into wantonness," and make an advantage of mercy 
to assist their security; presuming to sin with less fear and more 
licence, upon the account of the glorious revelation of it by our 
Redeemer. The most live as if they might be saved without 
being saints, and enjoy the paradise of the flesh here, and not 
be excluded from that of the spirit hereafter. But grace doth 
not in the least degree authorize and favour their lusts, nor re
lax the sinews of obedience; it is perfectly innocent of their un
natural abuse of it. The poison is not in the flower, but the 
spider. Therefore the apostle propounds it with indignation, 
Rom. 6. 1. " Shall we sin, that grace may abound ? God for
bid." He uses this form of speech, to express an extreme ab
horrence of a thing that is either impious and dishonourable to 
God, or pernicious and destructive to men. As when he puts 
the question, " is God unjust who taketh vengeance ? God for
bid," P̂ om. 3. 5, 6. and, " is tliere iniquity in God ? God for
bid." Rom. 9. 14. He rejects the mention of it with infinite 
aversion. Indeed what greater diparagement can there be of 
the divine purity, t..dn to indulge ourselves in sin upon confi
dence of an easy forgiveness ? As if the Son of God had been 
consecrated by such terrible sufferings, to purchase and prepare 
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a pardon for those who sin securely: what an inexpressihle in
dignity is it to make a monstrous alliance hetween Clu:ist and 
Belial? 

And this ahuse of grace is pernicious to men. If the antidote 
be turned into poison, and the remedy cherish the disease, the 
case is desperate. The apostle tells us, " those that do evil that 
good may come thereby, their damnation is just." Suppose a 
presuming sinner were assured, that after he had gratified his 
carnal vile desires, he should repent and be pardoned; yet it 
were an unreasonable defect of self-love to do so. WTiat Israel -
ite was so foolhardy as to provoke a fiery serpent to bite him, 
though he knew he should be healed by the brazen serpent ? 
But it is a degree beyond madness, for a man to live in a course 
of sin upon the hopes of salvation, making the mercy of God to 
be his bondage, as if he could not be happy without them. An 
unrenewed sinner may be the object of God's compassion, but 
while he remains so, he is incapable of communion with him 
here, much more hereafter. Under the law the lepers were ex
cluded the camp of Israel, where the presence of God was in a 
special manner; much more shall those who are covered with 
moral pollutions, be kept out from the habitation of his holiness. 
It is a mortal delusion for any to pretend that electing mercy 
will bring them to glory, or that the all-sufficient sacrifice of 
Christ will atone God's displeasure towards them, although they 
indulge themselves in a course of sin. The book of life is secret; 
only " the Lamb" with whose blood the names of the elect are 
written there, " can open the seals of it." But-, the gospel that 
is a lower book of life, tells us the qualifications of those who 
are vessels of mercy, they are by grace prepa-̂ d for glory; and 
that there can be no benefit by the death of Christ without con
formity to his life. Those who abuse mercy now, shall have jus
tice for ever. 

3. From hence we may discover the peculiar excellency of the 
christian religion, above all other institutions ; and that in respect 
of its design and effect. The whole design of the gospel is ex
pressed in the words of Christ from heaven to Paul, Acts 26. 18. 
when he sent him to the Gentiles, " to open their eyes, and to 
turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of satan 
to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins, and inherit
ance among them that are sanctified by faith in Christ." One 
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great end of it is to take away all the filthiness and malignity 
wherewith sin hath infected the world, and to cause in men a 
real conformity to God's hohness, according to their capacity. 
As the reward it promises, is not an earthly happiness, such as 
we enjoy here, but celestial: so the holiness it requires, is not 
an ordinary natural perfection, which men honour with the title 
of virtue, but an angelical divine quahty that " sanctifies us in 
the spirit, soul and body;" that cleanses the thoughts and affec
tions, and expresses itself in a course of universal obedience to 
God's will, hideed there are other things that commend the 
gospel to any, that with judgmept compares it with other reli
gions. The height of its mysteries which are so sacred and ve
nerable, that upon the discoveni' they affect with reverence and 
admiration: whereas the religion of the Gentiles was built on 
follies and fables. * Their most solemn mysteries to which they 
were admitted after so long a circuit of ceremonies and great 
preparations, contained nothing but a prodigious mixture of va
nity and impietv, worthy to be concealed in everlasting darkness, 
t Besides, the confirmation of the gospel by miracles doth au
thorize it above all human institutions. Aud the glorious eternal 
reward of it infinitely exceeds whatever is propounded by them. 
But that which gives it the most visible pre-eminence, is, " that 
it is a doctrine accordhig to godliness." 1 Tim. (i. 3. The end 
is the character of its nature. The whole contexture and har
mony of its doctrines, precepts, promises, threatenings, is for 
the exaltation of godhness. The objects of faith revealed are not 
merely speculatttc, to be conceived and believed only as true, 
or to be gazed on in an eestacy of wonder, but " are mysteries 
of godliness," thatehave a powerful influence upon practice. The 
design of God in the publication of them, is not only to enlighten 
the mind, but to warm the heart, and purify the affections. 
God discovers his nature that we imitate him, and his-works 
that we may glorify him. All the precepts of tlie gospel are to 
embrace Christ by a lively faith, to seek for righteousness and 
holiness in him; to live godly, righteously, and soberly in this 

• F i t totum fabula coeluin. Martial, 

-t- Caeterum tota in adytis divinitas, tot suspiria epoptaruni, tolum signa-
iiilum linguae, simulacbrum revelatur, Tcrtul.cont, Valent. 
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present world. When our Saviour was on the earth, the end of 
his sermons, as appears in the gospel, was to regulate the lives 
of men, to correct their vicious passions rather than to explicate 
the greatest mysteries. Other religions oblige their disciples ei
ther to some external actions that have no moral worth in them, 
so that it is impossible for any one that is guided by reason to be 
taken with such vanities: or they require things incommodious 
and burthensome. The priests of Baal cut themselves. And 
among the Chinese, though in great reputation for wisdom, 
their penitents expose themselves half naked to the injuries of 
the sharpest weather; with a double cruelty and pleasure of the 
devil, who makes them freeze here, and expects they should bum 
for ever hereafter. It is not the most strict obsei-vance of serious 
trifles, nor submitting to rigorous austerities, that enables the 
human nature, and commends us to God. The most zealous 
performers of things indifierent, and that chastise themselves 
with a bloody discipline, labour for nothing, and may pass to hell 
through purgatory. But the religion of Christ reforms the un
derstanding and will, and all the actions depending on them. It 
chases away error, and vice, and hatred, and sheds abroad light 
and love, purity and peace; and forms on earth a lively represen
tation of that pure societythat is in heaven. The end of it is to 
render men " hke the angels" in hohness, that they may be so 
in blessedness. This will render it aniiable to all that consider 
it without passion. And it is worthy of observation, that al
though many heathens and heretics have contradicted other parts 
of the christian religion; yet none have dared opealy to condemn 
the moral part of it. 

The effect of the gospel hath been answerable to the design. 
One main difference between the old and new l̂ w, is, that the 
old gave the knowledge of rules without power to observe them; 
the new that is attended with the grace of Christ, enables us by 
a holy love to perform that which the other made men only to un
derstand. Of this we have the most sensible evidence in the 
primitive church, that was produced by the first beams of the 
Sun of Righteousness, and had received the first fruits of the spi
rit. What is more wonderful and worthy of God, than that per
fect love which made all the first believers to have one heart, and 
one sold ? What greater contempt of the world can be imagi
ned, than the voluntary parting with all their goods, in consecra-
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ting them to God for the reHef of the poor? And the churches 
of the Gentiles, while the blood of Christ was warm, and his ac
tions fresh in the memories of men, were exemplary in holiness. 
" They were as stars shining in a perverse generation." There 
was such a brightness in their conversations, that it pierced 
through the dai'kness of paganism, and made a visible difference 
between them and all others. Their words and actions were so full 
of zeal for the glory of God, of chastity, temperance, justice, cha
rity, that the heathens from the holiness of their Uves concluded the 
holiness of their law, and that the doctrine that produced such fruits, 
could not be evil. The first light that discovered the truth of 
the christian faith to many, was from the graces and virtues that 
appeared in the faithful. The purity of their lives, their courage 
in death, were as powerful to convert the world, as their ser
mons, disputations and miracles. * And those who were under 
such stroi\g piejudices that tliey would not examine the doctrine 
of the gospel, yet they could not but admire the integrity and in-
nocency that was visible in the conversation of christians. They 
esteemed their persons from the good qualities that were visible 
in them, when they hated the christian name for the concealed 
evil they unreasonably suspected to be under it. This TertuUian 
excellently represents in his apology. The most part are so pre
judiced against the name, and are possessed with such a blind 
hatred to it, that they make it a matter of reproach even to 
those whom they otherwise esteemed. Cains, they say, is a 
good man, he hath no fault, but that he is a christian, f Thus 
the excellent holiness of the professors of the gospel forced a ve
neration from their enemies. 

But we are fallen from heaven, and mixed with the dust. 
Our conversation hath nothing singular in holiness to distinguish 
us from the world. The same corrupt passions reign in profes
sors of Christianity, as in those who are strangers from the sacred 
covenant. It we compare ourselves with the primitive church, 
we must confess our unworthiness to be called their successors. 
Sixteen hundred years are run out since the Son of God came 
down to sanctify and save the world, which are so many degrees, 
whereby we are descended from the first perfection. We are 

• V id . Cbrysost. Homil. 6. in 1 Epist. ad Corinth, 

i Bonus V i r Caius Sejus nisi Christiaous, 
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more distant from them in hohness than in time. So universal 
and great is the corruption, that it is almost as difficult to revive 
the dying faith of christians, and to reform their lives according 
to the purity of their profession, as the conversion of the world 
was from " heathenism to Christianity." 

It is tnie, in every age there are some examjiles of the virtue 
of the gospel that reflect an honour upon it. And this last age, 
which we may call the winter of the world, in which the holy 
spirit hath foretold, " that the love of many shall grow cold," by 
a marvellous antiperistasis, hath inflamed the hearts of some ex-
ce iciit saints towards God and religion. But the great number 
of the wicked, and the progress of sin in their lives, there is no 
measure of tears sutncient to lament. 

it remains for me to pr'-ss christians to " walk as becomes the 
gospel of Christ," answerably to the holiness and purity of that 
divine institution, and to those great and strict obligations it lays 
upon us. The gospel requires an entire holiness in all our facul
ties, an equal respect to all our duties: we are commanded, to 
" cleanse ourselves from all pollutions of flesh and spirit, to be 
holy in all manner of conversation." We are enjoined, to " be 
perfecting holiness in the fear of God; to be holy, as he that 
hath called us is holy. A certain measure of faith, and love, and 
obedience, a mediocrity in virtue, we must not content ourselves 
with. It is not a counsel of perfection given only to some chris
tians of a peculiar order and elevation; but the command of a 
law that without exception binds all, " be perfect as your hea
venly Father is perfect." The gospel gives no dispensation to 
any person, nor in any duty. The doctrine that asserts there 
are some excellent works to which the lower sort of christians is 
not obliged, is equally pernicious, both to those who do them by 
presumption, as if they were not due, and were therefore meri
torious ; and to those who neglect them, by a blind security, as 
if they might be saved without striving to reach the highest de
grees of obedience. It is a weak pretence, that because the con
summate measure of sanctification can only be attained in the 
next life, therefore we should not endeavour after it here. For 
by sincere and constant endeavours we make nearer approaches 
to it, and according to the degrees of our progress such are those 
of our joy. As nature hath prescribed to all heavy bodies their 
going to the centre, and although none come to it, and many 
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are at a great distance from it, yet the ordination of nature is not 
in vain ; because by virtue of it, every heavy body is ahvays 
tending thither in motion or inchnation : so although we cannot 
reach to complete holiness in this imperfect state, yet it is not 
in vain that the gospel prescribes it, and infuses into christians 
those dispositions whereby they are gradually carried to the full 
accomplishment of it. Not to arrive to perfection is the weali-
ness of the flesh, not to aspire after it is the fault of the spirit. 
To excite us, it will be of moment to consider the great obliga
tions that the gospel lays upon christians to be holy, I John 3. 
1. By that covenant the holy God is pleased to take them into 
the relation of his children; and as the nature of sanctification, 
so the motives of it are contained in that title. For so near an 
alliance obliges them to a faithful observation of his commands, 
and to imitate him with the greatest care, that the vein of his 
spirit, and the marks of his blood may appear in all their actions. 
" Whosoever is born of God, doth not commit sin:" 1 John 3. 
9. The allowed practice of it is inconsistent with the quality of 
a son of God, it is contrary to the grace of his divine birth. 
Nay, the omission of good, as well as the commission of evil, is 
inconsistent with that relation. It is for this reason, that holi
ness is so much the character of a true christian, that to be a 
christian and a saint are the same thing in the writing of the 
apostles. The venerable title obliges him to a higher practice 
of virtue, than ever the pagans imagined. He is far behind 
them, if he do not surpass them ; and if he is surpassed by them, 
he will be clothed with shame. Besides, our Redeemer who 
hath a right to us by so many titles, by his divine and human 
nature, by his life and death, by his glory and sufferings; as he 
strictly commands us to be holy; so he hath joined example to 
his authority, " that we may walk as he walked, and be as he 
was in the world." St. Paul makes use of this consideration, to 
restrain the disciples of Christ from all sin, and to persuade them 
to universal holiness. After he had mentioned the disorders of 
the Gentiles, to deter the Ephesians from the likê  he tells them, 
Eph. 4. 20. " But ye have not so learned Christ," that is, his 
rule and practice instructed them otherwise. Aud when he com
mands the Romans, Rom. 13. 13, 14. " To walk honestly as 
in the daj', not in rioting and drunkenness, not in chambering 
and wantonness, not in strife and envying;" he opposes to all 
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these vices the pattern that Christ set before us, " but put ye on 
the Lord Jesus Christ." The expression intimates the duty, 
that as the garment is commensurate to the body, so we are to 
imitate all the parts of his holy conversation. 

It is no wonder that the heathens gratified the inclinations of 
lust or rage, when their gods were represented acting in such a 
manner as to authorize their vices: Semina pene omnium scele • 
rum, a diis suis peccantium turha collegit, as Julius Firmicus 
justly reproaches them. There was no villany how notorious 
soever, but had some Deity for its protector. They found in 
heaven a justification of all their crimes, and became vicious by 
imitation. * For it is very congruous for men to follow those 
whom they esteem to be perfect, and to whom they think them
selves accountable. If they attribute to their supreme God, the 
judge of the world, vices as virtues, what virtues will there be to 
reward, or vices to punish in men ? But for " those that name 
the name of Christ to continue in iniquity," is the nmst unbeco
ming thing in the world. For they live in the perfect contradic
tion of their profession. An unholy christian is a real apostate 
from Christ, that retracts by his wickedness the dedication that 
was made of him in his baptism. Although he doth not abjure 
our Saviour in words, " he denies him in his works." A proud 
person renounces his humility, the revengeful his mercy, the 
lukewarm his zeal, tlie unclean his purity, the covetous his 
bounty and compassion, the hypocrite his sincerity. And can 
there be any thing more indecent and absurd, than to pretend 
the relation and respect of disciples to such an holy master, and 
yet by disobedience to deny him ? When the bloody spectacles 
of the gladiators were first brought to Athens, a wise man cried 
out to the masters of the prizes, that they should remove the 
statue and altar of mercy out of the city, there being such an in
congruity between the goddess they pretended to worship, and 
that cruel sacrifice of men for the sport of the people. It were 
more suitable for those who are not afraid to violate the most 
holy laws, and to contradict the pattern of Christ, to leave their 
profession, and to takâ some other more complying with their 
lusts. It is not the title of a christian that saiictifies those who 

• Deorum cultnrcs boni esse uon possint; ab ipsis enim (iiis crndiuntur ad 
ijijustitiam. LacUa. 
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pollute and defame it. It is not wearing the livery of Christ 
that can honour those who stmn it by their filthiness, but it is an 
aggravation of their guilt. It is an unconceivable indignity to 
our Saviour, and revives the old calumnies of the heathens, as if 
the gospel were a sanctuary for criminals, when those " that call 
him Lord, Rev, 2. 9. do not what he commands them. I knov.-, 
saith Christ, the blasphemy of them that say, they are Jews, and 
are not, but are the synagogue of satan." Those that own the 
profession of Christianity, and live in unchristian practices, are 
baptized pagans; and in effect revile our blessed Redeemer, as 
if he had proclaimed a licentious impunity for sinners. Such 
wretches may deceive themselves with a pretence they believe in 
Christ, and that visibly they declare their dependance on him; 
but this pretence will be as unprofitable as it is vain : it is not 
the " calling him Lord, that will give them admission into the 
kingdom of heaven." Mat. 7. 21. The naked name of a chris
tian cannot protect them from the wrath of God. Tertullian 
(Lib. de Poen.) smartly upbraids some in his time who were 
careless of the dignity and purity of the christian profession in 
their lives, imagining that they might reverence God in their 
hearts without regarding him in their actions; that they might 
salvo metii ^ fide peccare, sin without losing their fear of God 
and their faith. To refute this gross contradiction, he pro
pounds it in a sensible example : Hoc est salva castitate matri-
monium violare, salva pietate parenti venerium temperare; this 
is the same thing as to violate the fidelity of marriage without 
the wounding of chastity, or to poison a parent without failing in 
the duty that is owing to them. And to express his indignation, 
he tells them, Sfc ergo Sf ipsi salva venia in gehennam detru-
duntur, dum salvo metii peccant: let them expect that God will 
cast them into hell, without prejudice to their pardou, as they 
pretend to sin without prejudice to the respect they bear him. 

To sum up all; Jesus Christ, as by his doctrine and life he 
clearly discovered our duty, so he offers to us the aid of his spi 
rit for our assistance, by which the commands of the gospel are 
not only possible but easy: and to enforce our obligations he 
hath threatened such vengeance to the rebellious, aud promised 
such a reward to those that obey the gospel, that it is impossible 
we should not be deeply affected with them, if we seriously be
lieve them, aod he hath given such an evidence of their truth. 
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that it is impossible we should not believe them, unless " the 
God of thi-i world hati? blinded our minds." It is matter there
fore of just cisi anishmt nt, that christians should not express the 
€rti< a of the gospel in their actions. How can a reasonable 
creiilue believe that eteruall damnation shall be the punishment 
of sin, and yet live in the wilful practice of it ? The historian 
speaking of mushrooms that sometimes proved deadly to whole 
families, asks with wonder, * what pleasure could allure them to 
eat such doubtfiii meat ? Yet they may be so corrected as to 
beone iimocent. But when it is certain that the pleasures of 
sin are mortal, can any one be tempted by those altractives to 
venture on that which will undoubtedly bring death to the soul? 
Let sense itself be judge, and make the comparison between 
whatsoever the present life can aMTord for delight in sin, and what 
the future death will bring to torment it: let the flesh see into 
what torments all its delights shall be changed, and with what 
other fire than of impure lust it shall bum for ever. 

Besides, we are encouraged to our duty with the assurance of a 
happiness so exceflent, that not only the enjô Tnent of it in the next 
world, but the just expectation of it here makes us truly blessed. 
If the reward were small, or the promise uncertain, there might 
be some pretence for our not performing the conditions to obtain 
it: but when the one is infinitely great, and the other as true as 
the God of truth, what more powerful motive can be conceived 
to make us holy? It is the apostle's chosen argument, that 
" we should walk worthy of him who hath called us to his king
dom and glory." The heathens were in a great measure stran
gers to the secrets of another world; they had but a shadow of 
probability, we have the light of truth brought dovm from hea
ven by the Son of God, that reveals to us a blessedness, that de
serves our most ardent active affections. But if men are not 
wrought on by natural reason, nor divine faith; if neither the 
terrors of the Lord, nor the blessed hope can persuade them from 
sin to holiness, their condition is irrecoverable. In this the rules 
of natural and spiritual healing agree, Hippocrat. Sect. 7. Aphor. 
ult. Where neither corrosive nor lenitives are successful, we 
must use the knife; if cutting off be unprofitable, we must sear 

• Familias noper iotereinere, & tola convivia, qn^ voluptas tanta tarn a« . 
cipitiscibi? Plin. 
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the part; if the fire is ineffectual, the ulcer is incurahle. If the 
threatening of hcll-fire through unbelief and carelessnes is not 
seared, and hath no efficacy to correct and change sinners, what 
remains but to make a presage of eternal death, that will una
voidably and speedily seize on them ? And if so clear a disco
very of the heavenly glory doth not produce in men a living faith, 
that works by love, and a lively hope that purifies the heart and 
conversation, what can be concluded, but that they are wholly 
sensual and senseless, and shall be for ever deprived of that bless
edness they now despise and neglect. 

CHAP. XX. 

Tlie divine power is admir-ibly glorified in the creation of the world, in re¬
spect of the greatness of the effect, and tbe manner of its production. It 
is as evident in our redemption. The principal effects of it are consider
ed. The incarnation of tbe Son of God is a work fully responsible to om
nipotence. Our Redeemer's snpernatual conception by the Holy Ghost. 
The divine power was eminently declared in the miracles Jesus Chiist 
wrought in the course of his ministry. His miracles were the evidence of 
his celestial calling; they were necessary for the conviction of the world : 
their nature considered. The divine power was glorified in making the 
death of Christ victorious over all our spiritual enemies. The resurrection 
of Christ the effect of glorious power. The reasons of it from the quality 
of bis person, and the nature of his office, that he might dispense the bless
ings he had purchased for believers. His resurrection is the (oundation of 
faith. I t hath a threefold reference, to his person as the Son of God, to his 
death as an all-sufficient sacrifice, to his promise of raising believers at the 
last-day. 

THE divine power is admirably glorified in the creation of the 
world, not only in regard of the greatness of the effect, that 
comprehends the heavens and earth, and all things in them; but 
in regard of the man'ellous way of its production: for he made 
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the great universe, without the concurrence of any material 
cause, from nothing. For this reason the raising this glorious 
fabric is produced as the distinctive character of the Deity from 
the troop of false gods. The psalmist declares, Psal. 96. 4, 5. 
*' The Lord is to be feared above all gods, for all the gods of the 
nations are idols, but the Lord made the heavens." And as he 
began the creation by proceeding from nothing to real existence, 
so in forming the other parts, he drew them from infirm and in
disposed matter, as from a second nothing; that all his creatures 
might bear the real testimonies of infinite power. Thus he com
manded light to arise out of darkness, and sensible creatures 
from an insensible element. He created man, the accomplish
ment of all his works, from the lowest and grossest element, the 
earth. Now although at the first view we might conceive that 
the visible world is the greatest miracle that ever God perform
ed ; yet upon serious reflection we shall discover, that the works 
of grace are as wonderfiil as the works of nature, and that the 
power of God is as evidently expressed in our redemption as in 
the creation. For the fiiller understanding of this, I will consi
der some of the principal effects of the divine power in order to 
our blessed recovery. 

1. The incarnation of the Son of God, in accomplishing 
whereof such power was exercised, as no limited understanding is 
able to comprehend. " The word was made flesh." This sig
nifies the real union between the human nature, and the divuie 
in our Redeemer, John I. 14. Before his incarnation he ap
peared in a human form to the patriarchs, and in the flaming 
bush to Moses; but it is never said with respect to those appari
tions, that the word was made flame, or man. But when he 
came into the world to'save us, he assumed the complete nature 
of man into an hypostatical union with himself. That admira
ble person possesses the titles, qualities and natures of God and 
man. In that ineff'able union, each of the natures preserves its 
proper form with all the necessary consequences proceeding from 
it. The human nature is joined to the eternal word, but not 
changed into its divinity; it is not infinite and impassible. The 
Deity is united to flesh, but not transformed into its nature, it is 
not finite and passible. Though there is a distinction, yet no 
separation: there are two natures, but one sole Jesus. In the 
«ame subsistence the Creator and the creature are miraculously 
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allied. Now this is a work fiilly responsible to omnipotence, and 
expresses whatever is signified by that title. The apostle men
tions it with an attribute of excellency. 1 Tim. 3. 16. "With
out controversy great is the mystery of godliness, God manifest 
in the flesh." It is as sublime, as holy. In this the divine 
power appears in its magnificence, and in some respect more 
gloriously than in the creation: for there is incomparably a 
greater disparity between the majesty, greatness and infiniteness 
of God, and the meanness of man, than between the whole world 
and nothing. The degrees of disparity between the world and 
nothing are not actually infinite, but between the most excellent 
creature and the glorious Creator they are absolutely infinite. 
From hence it is, that that which in other things resolves our 
doubts, here increases the wonder, and in appearance makes it 
more incredible. " Ye do err," saith Christ to the Saddueees', 
(who denied the resurrection) " not knowing the power of God." 
But the more raised thoughts we have of his immense power, the 
more unlikely his conjunction with a nature so far beneath him 
will seem to be. 

2. The divine power was magnified in our Redeemer's super
natural conception. It was requisite his body should be miracu
lously formed of the substance of a woman, by the operation of 
the Holy Ghost, not only in respect of its singular dignity, and 
that he might be the pattern of our regeneration that is perform
ed by the efficacy of the spirit not of the flesh, but in respect of 
his office: for undertaking to reconcile God by the expiation of 
our sin, he must be allied to us; and absolutely pure from the 
stain of sin. Heaven and earth concurred to form that divine 
man the king of both, the earth fiirnishing matter, and heaven 
the principle of his conception. Accordingly the angel told 
Mary, Luke 1. 35. who questioned how she could be a mother 
not having known a man, " The Holy Ghost shall come upon 
thee, and the power of the highest shall overshadow thee, there
fore also that holy thing that shall be born of thee, shall be 
called the Son of God." This was foretold many ages as an ad
mirable effect of God's power. When Judah was oppressed by 
two potent kings, and despaired of an escape, to raise their 
drooping spirits the prophet tells them, Isa. 7. 14. " The Lord 
himself would give them a sign of their future deliverance. Be
hold, 9. virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his 
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name" Immanuel. The argument is from the greater to the 
less; for it is apparently more difficult that a virgin, without in
jury or blemish to her purity and integrity, should conceive and 
bring forth Immanuel, than the defeating human forces how 
great soever. If God will accomplish that stupendous, unheard 
of wonder, much more would he rescue his people from the fiiry 
of their adversaries. 

3. The divine power was eminently declared in the miracles 
our Saviour wrought during the time of his public ministry, to 
verify his divine mission, that he was the great prophet sent from 
God to instruct men in the way of life. In discoursing of this, 
I will briefly show, that miracles were a convincing proof of his 
celestial calling, and that the performance of them was necessary 
in order to the conviction of the world, and consider particularly 
those he wrought. 

(1.) A miracle is an extraordinary operation of God in nature, 
either in stopping its course, or in producing some effects that 
are above its laws and power: so that when he is pleased to 
work any, they are his seal to authorize the person and doctrine 
to which they are annexed. By them faith is made visible : the 
unbeliever is convinced by his senses, the only witnesses above 
reproach in his account. From hence Nicodemus addresses him
self to Christ, John 3. 2. " Master, we know that thou art a 
teacher come from God; for no man can do those miracles that 
thou dost, except God be with him :" that is, no inferior agent 
can perform them, without the special assistance of the divine 
power. And it is not to be supposed that God will lend his om-
nipotency to the deivil to work a real miracle, to confirm a falsi
ty; and thereby, necessarily induce men into error in a matter of 
infinite moment: for such is the doctrine of salvation that Christ 
preached. 

(2.) The working of miracles was necessary to convince the 
world, that Jesus Christ was sent from God, whether we consider 
the Jews or the Gentiles. To convince the Jews upon a double 
account: 

1st. Because the performance of them was one of the charac
ters of the promised Messiah. For this reason when two of John's 
disciples came to inquire whether he were the expected prophet, 
he returns this answer to the question: " Go and show John 
those things which ye do hear and see, the blind receive their 
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sight, and the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, and the deaf 
hear, the dead are raised up, and the poor have the gospel 
preached to them." Mat. 11. 4, 5. Thus he described his of
fice, and verified the commission he had from God, by represent
ing his miracles in the words of the prophecy, Isa. 35. 5, 9. 

2dly. Our Saviour came to alter the religion of the Jews, that 
had been confirmed by many illustrious miracles: therefore to 
assure them that he was authorized from heaven, he wrought 
such and so many, that for their greatness, clearness, and num
ber, exceeded all that were done before his coming. Our Savi
our tells the Jews, '̂ If I had not done among them the works 
which none other man did, they had not had sin:" that is, in 
rejecting him. For if he had exercised only a power like unto 
that of Moses and the prophets, in his miraculous actions, they 
had been obliged to have honoured him as one of their rank, but 
not to have attributed an incomparable dignity to him. But he 
did those which neither Moses nor the prophets had performed; 
and in those that had been done, Christ excelled them in the 
manner of doing them. This the Jews could not contradict, and 
from hence, their infidelity was made culpable. 

3dly. Miracles were necessary to convince the Gentiles. I . 
For the gospel forbids the various religions among them, and 
commands all to worship God alone in Jesus Christ; so that 
without a sensible demonstration, that that was the way wherein 
he would be ser\'ed, their prejudices had been invincible. 2. 
The gospel propounds threatenings and promises that regard a 
future state, where no living eye can see their effects; so that 
without an extraordinary confirmation it was not likely that men 
should yield a firm assent to them. If it be said, our Saviour 
did his miracles only in Judea, where very few of the Gentiles 
saw his person or works: I answer, his miracles were primarily 
designed for the conviction of the Jews; and in a secondary in
tention, to disarm infidelity among the Gentiles. Therefore the 
testimony of them was conveyed by those who were eye-witness
es, and most worthy of credit, and who did many great wonders 
in the name of Christ, to verify the report of his famous mira
cles, and declare his power and divinity. Of this more after
wards. 

Now I will briefly consider the miracles wrought by Christ, 
that were the certain signs of God's favouring of him, and made 
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his commissitMi authentic. Before his coming, the hand of the 
synagogue was dried up, and impotent to produce miracles. 
The holy spirit was withdrawn, and for the space of four hundred 
years, no prophet nor worker of wonders appeared. John the 
Baptist, though the angel deputed to signify the coming of 
Christ, yet did no miracles. But our Saviour was invested with 
power from above, and performed many. Their quality and 
number is considerable. 

(1.) Their quality. They were not mere signs, as the conver
sion of Moses' rod into a serpent; nor destructive and punishing, 
as the wonders in Egypt; but advantageous and beneficial to 
men, the equal demonstrations of his mercy and power. He cu
red diseases, that were absolutely desperate, without means, by 
his omnipotent will, as the son of the nobleman who was sick at 
Capernaum, when himself was at Cana in Galilee, John 4. 46. 
or by such visible means, that the spectators might be fully con
vinced, that it was not the external application, but his sole vir
tue and divine power that produced the effect. Thus by anoint
ing with clay and spittle the eyes of him that was born blind, 
who never had any natural possibility of seeing, he v.Tought an 
unparalleled cure: " It was never yet heard that any man 
opened the eyes of one that was bora blind." John 9. There
fore he that was healed, inferred from that, as a most pregnant 
proof, that our " Saviour was from God." He raised the dead. 
This effect exceeds the power not only of men, but of the angels. 
It is true that one angel destroyed in a night an hundred four
score and five thousand of the Assyrian army; but it is as true, 
that all the angels together cannot raise from the dead one man. 
It is wholly the work of the Lord of nature, who holds the keys 
of life and death in his hands. It is only his light can dispel the 
darkness, his voice can break the silence of the grave. And it is 
observable, that our Saviour who sometimes concealed his mira
culous works, and forbad the publishing of them, yet performed 
this kind before many witnesses, that they might pubHsh and ve
rify it, as being most conclusive of his mission from God. He 
raised to life the ruler's daughter. Mar. 5. 42. to the astonish 
ment of all that were present to attend her funeral. The wi
dow's son of Nain was carried without the gates of the city to 
his grave, Jesus stops the sad train, and restores life to the 
young man, and to his mother something more dear than her 
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life. Aftd the more signally to tiimnph over death, he pursued 
it to its foit, the obscurity of the grave. Lazarus was buried 
four days, Luke 7. 15. his carcass was corrupted, Jesus calls 
him from the bottom of his tomb with that powerful voice that 
created the world; the dead answers, and comes forth to the 
amazement of all that saw the glory of God so clearly manifest
ed. The evangehst reports, John 11. 44. that the people after
ward were as desirous to see Lazarus as Jesus. Add to these his 
casting out of devils. Before the fall, the unclean spirit was in
corporated with the serpent, but now with man himself. He sei
zes on the external organs and internal faculties, and rules him 
at his pleasure. In the time of Christ great numbers were pos
sessed: for the devil perceiving the ruin of his kingdom ap
proaching, would extend the limits of it here, and by the perfect 
possessing of sinners, begin their torment, which is one act of his 
principality. The case of those persons was most compassion-
able. For in that close fight the soul was disarmed of its defen̂  
sive weapons, being hindered in a great measure of the free use 
of its faculties. Whereas in other temptations he works by out
ward objects at a distance, here he makes a violent assault on 
both parts. It is the true anticipation of hell, for the possessed 
person is not exempted from suffering, the privilege of death, nor 
enjoys the free power of doing the effect of life. Now the eject
ing of this enemy was above the force of any human means; no 
material applications had power over immaterial spirits. But 
our Saviour by a word commanded them forth of their garrisons: 
and the evangelists observe that the sight of it affected the peo
ple, in an extraordinary manner above what his other miracles 
did. It is said. Mat. 1. 27, 29. " They were all amazed, in so 
much that they questioned among themselves, saying, what thing 
is this, what new doctrine is this ? For with authority com-
mandeth he even the unclean spirits, and they obey him." His 
pmpire over evil spirits was more admired than over diseases, 
or death itself. Those who were insensible of his former mira
cles, received impression from this : " They were astonished at 
the mighty power of God, confessing that it was never so seen 
in Israel." Luke 9. 43. And another time they said, " Is not 
this the Son of David ?" Mat. 9. 33. that is the Messiah. The 
pharisees, his obstinate enemies, were more troubled about this, 
than any other action; and to elude the present conviction that 
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he came from God, ascribed it to a secret compact with Beel
zebub, as if there were a collusion between the evil spirits, a 
lesser devil retired that the prince might reign. But so great 
was the evidence of the spirit of God in that act of jurisdic
tion over the devils, that our Saviour charges them with Unpar
donable guilt for their wilful denying it. 

(2.) Their number. The number of his miracles was so great, 
that St. John saith, " If all were written, the world could not 
contain the books." We may in part conjecture how numerous 
they were, by taking notice how many he performed in one day. 
He dined with Matthew at Capernaum, Mat. 9. 10, 11. whilst 
he was there, Jairus intreats him to go to his daughter newly 
dead, v. 18. as he went, the woman with the bloody issue 
touched the hem of his garment, and was healed, v. 20. 21, 22. 
he raised the dead maid; in his returning he cured two blind men, 
and immediately after cast out the devil from one that was dumb. 
And in all these miraculous operations the glosy of God's power 
was clearly manifested. 

4. The divine power admirably appeared in making the death 
of Christ victorious over all our spiritual enemies. Now to show 
what an eminent degree of power was exercised in the effecting 
this, we must consider, that after satan was cast out of heaven 
for his rebellion, he set up a throne on the earth, and usurped an 
absolute empire over mankind. His power was great, and his 
malice was equal to his power. The apostle represents him with 
his black army, Ephes. 6. 12. under the titles of "principalities 
and powers, the rulers of the darkness of this World, spiritual 
wickednesses in heavenly places;" as in respect of the order 
among them, so in respect of their dominion they exercised in 
the world. His principality hath two parts: to tempt men pow-
erfiilly to sin, and to execute the wrath of God upon them. 
" He works effectually in the children of disobedience." He 
fifes their lusts, and by the thick ascending sm.oke darkens their 
minds, and hurries them to do the vilest actions. " And he 
hath the power of death," to torment sinners; God justly per
mitting him to exercise his cruelty upon those who comply with 
his temptations. Now in the time of Christ, seeing many ra
vished out of his hands, and translated into the kingdom of God, 
he grew jealous of his state, and by his instruments brought hint 
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to a cruel and shameful death. He then in appearance obtained 
a complete conquest, but in truth was absolutely overcome. And 
from hence the glorious power of Christ is most clearly mani
fested. As he that will take the height of a mountain must de
scend to the lowest part of the valley, where fixing his instru
ment, he may discover the distance from the foot to the top of 
it: so we must descend to the lowest degree of our Saviour's 
abasement, to understand the height of his exaltation. " By 
death he overcame him that had the power of death, that is, the 
devil." Heb. 2. 14. For his cruel empire was founded in man's 
sin; his greatness was built on our ruins. All the penal evils he 
brings on mankind are upon the account of our disobedience, 
and his mighty power in temptations, is from our inward cor
ruption; othenvise he might surround, but could not surprise 
us. Now the Lord Christ by his death hath taken away the 
guilt and power of sin: the guilt in enduring the curse of the law, 
and thereby satisfying eternal justice, which all the creatures in 
heaven and earth could not do : and the power of it, " by cru
cifying our old man with him, that the body of sin might be des
troyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin." Rom. 6. 6, 
*' By the cross of Christ the world is crucified to us; and we are 
crucified to the world." Gal. 6. By it we are vindicated from 
the power of satan, " into the glorious liberty of the sons of 
God." For this reason our Saviour, a little before his passion, 
said, " now shall the prince of this world be cast out. By the 
cross he spoiled principalities and powers, and made a show of 
them openly, triumphing over them in it," 2 Col. 15. to their 
extreme confiision, in the view of heaven and earth. Although 
the resurrection and ascension of Christ are the proper acts of 
his triumph, yet his death is the sole cause and original of it. 
The nails and spear that pierced his body, were his omnipotent 
arms, and the cross the instrument of his sufferings, was the tro
phy of his victory. All our triumphant palms are gathered fiwm 
that tree. It is there our Saviour bruised the head of the old 
serpent, and renewed his ancient victory over him. 

And from hence it was, that upon the first preaching of Christ 
crucified, oracles were struck dumb, and put to eternal silence; 
invisible powers were forced to do him visible honour. As the 
rising sun causes the night-birds to retire, so his name chased 
the rout of deities into darkness. They continue to be our ene-
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mies, but not our lords. Now where did the divine power ever 
appear more glorious than in our crucified Saviour ? He hath 
done greater things suffering as man, than acting as God. * 
The works of creation and pro\ddence are not equal to the effects 
of his death. In the creation a corruptible world was produced 
from nothing, which as it had no disposition, so no contrariety 
to receive the form the Creator gave it: but the new world of 
grace that is immortal, was formed out of rebellious matter. 
The most eminent work of providence, was the drowning the 
Egyptians in the red sea : but the spiritual Pharaoh, and all his 
hosts were drowned in his blood. In short, the cross hath open
ed heaven to us, and wrought a miraculous change on the earth. 
But this I shall more particularly consider under another head of 
discourse. 

5 . The divine power was eminently magnified in Christ's re
surrection from the grave. This was foretold concerning the 
Messiah by the prophet David speaking in the type, Psal. 16. 
10. " My flesh shall rest in hope, for thou wilt not leave my 
soul in hell, neither wilt thou suffer thy Holy One to see cormp
tion." As it was ordained by God's counsel, so it was executed 
by his power. This is decisive, that he is the Messiah. His 
other miracles were performed by the prophets, but this was 
singular, and only done by the God of the prophets. The rea
sons of it prove, that it was equally necessary for his glory and 
our salvation. 

(1.) The quality of his person required it. For he was a hea
venly man without guilt, therefore immortal by the original con
stitution of his nature. Death, that is the wages of sin, had no 
power over him. He was subject to it, not by the law of his 
conception, but the dispensation of his love; not to satisfy nature, 
but purchase our salvation: therefore the etemal law that an
nexes immortality to innocence, would not suffer that he should 
remain in the state of death. 

(2.) The nature of his oflice made it necessary. As the eco
nomy of our redemption required, that he should descend from 
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heaven, the seat of his glory, that by dying he might expiate our 
sins; so after his lying in the grave, so long as to attest the 
reality of his death, it was necessary he should rise again in 
order to his dispensing the glorious benefits he had purchased. 
The apostle tells the Corinthians, 1 Cor. 15. 14. " If Christ be 
not risen, then our preaching is in vain, and your faith is also 
in vmn." For the faith of christians hath a threefold reference: 

First. To the person of Christ, that he is the Son of God. 
Secondly. To his death, that it is an all-sufficient sacrifice 

for sin. 
Thirdly. To his promise, that he will raise believers at the last 

day. Now the resurrection of Christ is the foundation of faith 
in respect of all these. 

First. He was declared " to be the Son of God with power, 
according to the spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the 
dead." Rom. 1. 4. He was the Son of God from eternity as the 
Word, and from the first moment of his incarnation as God-man; 
but the honour of this relation was much eclipsed in his poor life, 
and ignominious death. And although his darkest night was 
enlightened with some discoveries of his deity, yet they were 
transient and soon vanished. But in his resurrection God did 
pubHcly own him in the face of the world; therefore he is repre
sented, testifying from heaven, " thou art my Son, this day have 
I begotten thee." Acts 13. 33. According to the phrase of 
scripture, then things are said to be, when they conspicuously 
appear. All the miraculous proofs by which God acknowledged 
him for his Son during his life, had been ineffectual without this. 
If he had remained in the grave, it had been reasonable to be
lieve him an ordinary person, and that his death had been the 
punishment of his presumption; but his resurrection was the 
most illustrious and convincing evidence, that he was what he 
declared himself to be. For it is not conceivable that God 
should put forth an almighty power to raise him, and thereby 
authorize his usurpation, if by robbery he had assumed that glo
rious title. He is therefore " said to be justified by the Spirit, 
which rfused him," 1 Tim. 3. 16. from all the accusations of his 
enemies, who charged him with blasphemy for making himself 
equal with God: upon the evidence of it, Thomas adored him 
" as his Lord and God." 

Secondly. His resurrection is the most pregnant proof of the 
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all-sufficiency of his satisfaction. This was special in the death 
of Christ, that the curse of the law accompanied it, and seemed 
like an infinite weight to lie on his grave. But in rising again, 
the value and virtue of his sufferings was fiilly declared. There
fore the apostle tells us, Rom. 4. 25. " that he was delivered for 
our offences, and was raised again for our justification." Al
though his death was sufficient to merit our paidon, yet since 
believers alone actually partake of the benefit, and none could be
lieve, if he had not rose firom the grave; it is clear his death had 
been ineffectual without it. 

Thirdly. Our faith in his promises to give life and glory to his 
servants, is built on his resurrection: for how could we believe 
him to be the author of fife, who remained under the power of 
death ? How could he quicken and glorify us, who finally pe
rished ? If he had been confined to the grave, all our hopes had 
been buried with him. But his resurrection is the cause, pattern 
and aî ument of ours: he did not oidy raise his body from the 
grave, but his church with him. Now the effecting this is attri
buted to the divuie power, with a note of eminency: " Christ 
was raised by the glory of his Father," Rom. 6. 4. that is, by 
his power, which in that act was manifested in its full splen
dour ; for what is stronger than death ? and more inexorable 
than the grave ? Omnipotency alone can break its gates, and 
loose its bands. 
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CHAP. X X L 

The divine power was glorified in the conversion of the world to Christ ianity . 
Notwithstanding the imaginary infirmity in Christ crucified, yet to the 
called he was the power of God. The numerous and great difficulties that 
obstructed the receiving the gospel. What the state of the world was a t 
the first preaching it. Ignorance was universal, idolatry and the deprava
tion of manners, were the consequences of it. Idolatry was fortified by 
custom, antiquity, and external pomp. The depravation of manners was 
extreme. The principal account of itfrom their disbelievinga future state, 
and their attributing to their gods those passions and vices that were plea
sing to the flesh. The aversion of the vulgar heathens was strengthened by 
those in veneration among them. The philosophers, priests and princes 
vehemently opposed the gospel. An account of their enmity against it. 
The consideration of tbe means by which the gospel was conveyed, disco
vers that omnipotency alone made it successful. The persons employed 
were a few fishermen, without authority' and power to force men to obe
dience, and without art or eloquence to insinuate the belief of their doc
tr ine . The great, sudden, and lasting change in the world, by the preach
ing of the gospel, is a certain argument of the divine power that animated 
those weak appearances. Idolatry was abolished. A miraculous change 
followed in the lives of men. Christians gave a divorce to all the sinful 
delights of sense, and embraced for (he honour of Christ, those things that 
nature most abhors. A short view of the sufferings and courage of the 
martyrs. Their patience was inspired from heaven. Christianity was 
victorious overall opposition. The divine power will be gloriously ma
nifested in the complete salvation of the church at the last day. Our Sa
viour shall then finish his mediatory oflice. Death the last enemy shall be 
destroyed. The bodies of the saints shall be raised and conformed to Ihe 
glorious body of Christ. 

THE di\-ine power was glorified in the conversion of the world 
to Christianity. The apostle tells us, "that Christ crucified was 
to the Jews a stumbling-block, and to the Gentiles foolishness. 
The Jews expected the Messiah to deliver them from temporal 
servitude, and establish an universal empire, either by the force 
of arms, or by the terror of signs and prodigies, as Mases did 
against the Egyptians: but when instead of power, they saw 
nothing but weakness, and instead of a glorious triumph, a dis-
graceftil punishment, they despised his person, and rejected his 
doctrine. But notwithstanding this imaginary infirmity in Christ 
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crucified, yet " to these that are called according to the divine 
purpose, he was the most excellent power of God:" it being 
more glorious to subdue the world to the faith and obedience of 
a crucified person, than if he had appeared with all the powers 
of heaven, and princes of the earth as his attendants. For this 
reason the apostle declares, " he was not ashamed of the gospel 
of Christ, it being the power of God to salvation to all that be
lieve, to the Jew first, and also to the Greek." And he prays 
for the Ephesians, ch. 1. 18, 19, 20. that " the eyes of their un
derstandings being enlightened, they might know what is the ex
ceeding greatness of his power to us-ward who believe, according 
to the working of his mighty power which he wrought in Christ 
when he raised him from the dead, and set him at his own right 
hand in the heavenly places," He uses various and lofty expres
sions, as if one had been insufficient to signify the extent and 
efficacy of that power which produced the faith of Christ in the 
heathens. And if we duly consider things, it will appear, that 
the terms of the apostle are not too strong and hyperbolical, but 
just and equal to the degree of power requisite for the accom
plishment of that great work. 

For the understanding of this, I will consider three things. 
1st. The numerous and great difficulties that obstructed the 

receiving of the gospel. 
2dly, The quality of the means by which it was conveyed and 

became successful. 
3dly. The eminent, sudden, universal and lasting cltange made 

by it in the world, 
1st. The numerous and great difficulties that obstructed the 

receiving of the gospel. This will appear by representing the 
st̂ te and disposition of the world at that time when it was first 
preached. 

First. Ignorance was universal; a deep thick darkness covered 
the face of the earth. And the consequences of that gi-oss palpa
ble ignorance, were execrable idolatry, and the most notorious 
depravation of manners. 

1. Execrable idolatry: for as in the night spectres walk, so 
in the times of ignorance, the prince of darkness made his pro
gress in the earth. He reigned in the hearts of men, and in the 
places of their devotion. The whole world was filled with idols of 
several forms and mysteries, some amiable, others terrible, ac-
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cording to the humour of superstition. For many ages satan had 
kept peaceahle possession of his empire : for the ignorant world 
did not understand its misery, but willingly paid that honour to 
the cmel usurper, that was only due to the lawfiil sovereign. 
They were confirmed in their idolatry hy several things. 

(1.) They were trained up in it from their infant state. Now 
the first persuasions of the mind, though grossly false, and ill 
habits, do strangely captivate, and are with difficulty removed; 
because the concurrence of those faculties is requisite, which are 
under the power of error and vice. No tyrant is so exactly obeyed 
as custom, especially in things esteemed sacred: for the conceit 
that the service is pleasing to the Deity, renders men incapable 
to believe any thing that contradicts it. It was as hard to make 
the Gentiles forsake the religion they received from their birth, 
and to lose the impressions made in their tender age, as to make 
the Africans change their skin and become fair, and the Euro
peans to turn black : for the tincture which the religion practised 
in each country conveys to the souls of men, is as deep and last
ing, as that which the sun impresses upon their bodies, according 
to the diversity of its aspects. 

(2.) The pagan religion was derived through a long succession 
from their progenitors. Antiquity brings I know not what re
spect to things, but it is specially venerable in matters of religion. 
Therefore the heathens accused the christian religion of novelty, 
and urged nothing more plausibly than the argument of imme
morial prescription for their superstition. * They would not 
consider whether it were just and reasonable, but with a blind 
deference yielded up themselves to the authority of the ancients. 
They resolved not to condemn their parents and friends, that 
had gone before them in the road of damnation, but chose to 
die in their idolatry. So hard is it to resist the current of the 
world, and to rescue ourselves from the bondage of popular 
errors. 

(3.) The pomp of the pagan worship was very pleasing to the 
flesh. The magnificence of their temples adomed with the tro-

• Vid. Sgm. in relat. ad impcrat. Majorum excipere disciplinam, re-
llgiones Iraditas colere. Ccecil Tantum sanctitatis atlribuere consuevit, 
quantum astruxerit velustatis. M. Pel. Hoc sanctum ab sevo est, boo ab ata> 
VU traditnm. Prudent. 
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phies of superstition, their mysterious ceremonies, their music, 
their processions, their images aud aUars, their sacrifices and 
purifications, and the rest of the equipage of a carnal religion, 
drew their respects, and strongly affected their minds through 
their senses: whereas the religion of the gospel is spiritual and 
serious, holy and pure, and hath nothing to move the carnal part. 
Now how difficult was it to overcome paganism when fortified by 
antiquity, universality, and so agreeable to sense ? How hard 
was it to free men from the double tyranny of custom from with
out, and blind affections from within. 

2. The depravation of manners w as such in the heathen world, 
that if the unclean spirits had been incarnate, and taken their 
residence among men, they could not have acted worse villanies. 
The whole earth was covered with abominations, as Egypt with 
the frogs that poisoned the whole climate. We may see a pic
ture of their conversation in the first to the Romans. And it 
could not be otherwise: for as the apostle saith, " those who 
are drunk, are drunk in the n ight so when the mind is dark
ened with ignorance and error, the affections are corrupted, and 
men give up themselves to the " unfruitfiil works of darkness." 
Unnatural crimes were committed even among the Grecians and 
Romans, with that liberty, as if no spark of common reason had 
remained in them. The most filthy lusts had lost the fear and 
shame that naturally attends them. They esteemed those things 
to be the means to obtain happiness, that were causes of the 
contrary. They placed their sovereign good in extreme e\'il, i. e. 
sinful pleasures. They were encouraged to " work all unclean-
ness with greediness," not only upon the account of present im
punity, for their laws left; almost all vices indifferent but what 
disturbed the tranquiUity of the state; and not only by the mul
titude of examples, so that vices by their commonness had lost 
their names, aud were styled virtues; nay, it was a crime to 
appear innocent among the guilty, * but principally because they 
thought themselves secure as to a future state: for either they 
wholly disbelieved it; and it is congruous that those who think 
to die like beasts, should live like beasts; or else by attributing 
to their deities those passions and vices that so powerfiiUy reigned 
in themselves, they were strongly persuaded no punishment would 

• Apud eos tota ioipuritas vocatur nrbanitas. M, Fel, 
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be inflicted. * For how could the gods make them sacrifices to 
their justice, who were companions with them in their crimes ? 
Or revenge the imitation of their own actions ? This was to cast 
down the banks, and to let the torrent of corrupt nature break 
forth in all its fury. As St. Austin observes of Homer, the fa
ther of poetical fictions, that representing the murders, thefts, 
and adulteries of their gods, he made those sins divine properties, 
and effectually commended them to the heathens : quisquis ea 
fecisset, non homines perditos sed ccelestes Deiis videbatur imita-
tus. And he gives an instance of this firom a comedy of Terence, 
f where a vicious young man is introduced, reporting how he 
animated himself to satisfy his bnitish lust, as having no less a 
deity than Jupiter for his master and model. In short, the 
theology of the Pagans inflamed them to the bold commission of 
every pleasant sin. The history of their gods was so interspersed 
with the most infamous impurities, that at the first reading, ver-
terunt pupillas virgines in meretrices; they lost the virginity of 
their eyes, then of their souls, and then of their bodies. Now 
the gospel is a holy discipline that forbids all excesses, that en
joins universal purity and chastity; so that when it was first 
preached to the heathens, they thought it impossible to be obey
ed, unless men were angels without bodies, or statues without 
souls. 

I shall add fiirther, that the aversion of the heathens fi-oni 1 
Christianity was much strengthened by those who were in venera- | 
tioh among them, and vehemently opposed it. And they were f 
the philosophers greatly esteemed lor wisdom, their priests that | 
had dominion over their consciences, and their princes that had | 
power over their states and lives. 

Philosophers vehemently opposed the receiving of the gospel. i 
At the first view it may be just matter of wonder that they should J 
be enemies to it, whether we consider the objects of faith, or | 
the rules of life laid down in it. The objects of faith were new 
and noble, of infinite beauty and profit, and most worthy of a 
rational contemplation to be exercised upon them : now that the \ 

• E t cuncta licere credimus & sequimur 'magnorum exempla deonim. 
Biblis templing her brother to incest. Ovid. Met. I. 9. Fab. 7. 

+ Confes. atque in Deum qui templa coeli suinma sonitu concuit, ego ho-
muncioboc noD facerem: ego illttd vero it4 feci ac lubens. Ter. Eunuch. 
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philosophers who were so diligent to improve their minds, who 
received with complacency truths of a lower descent, and of in
finitely less importance, should reject evangelical truths, sublime 
in their nature, saving in their efficacy, and revealed from hea
ven, what account can be given of it ? Tertullian reproaches 
them with reason, that the christian faith was the only thing, 
which curiosity did not tempt them to search into: hie solum 
curiositas humana torpescit, Apol. c. 1. Besides, whereas the 
gospel is a plain and perfect institution for the government of 
life, wholly conversant about the souls of men, and assures a 
blessedness infinitely more excellent than was ever thought of by 
them, it might have been expected that those who in regard of 
morality seemed most to approach to it, and whose professed 
design was to search after happiness, should have readily enter
tained and used their best endeavours to have drawn others to 
embrace it. But if we consider things aright, our wonder will 
vanish: for their knowledge and morality, which in themselves 
were preparatives, yet accidentally hindered their submission to 
the gospel, and caused the most potent prejudices against it; 
and that upon a double account: 

(1.) Of pride. 
(2.) Of satisfaction in their own way. 
(1.) Pride was their universal disease .-̂ -they had a liberal es

teem of themselves as raised above tlje common rank of men, 
and were lovers of glory more than of wisdom. * And because 
philosophy had instructed them in some truths, they believed its 
false as well as true dictates, and concluded all things impossible 
that did not concur with their old tenets: they admitted no 
higher principle than natural reason, and utterly rejected divine 
revelation; which was as unreasonable as if one that never saw 
but the light of a candle, should contend there was no other light 
in the world. Now a person that doth not believe divine revela
tion, is wholly unqualified to judge of supernatural mysteries. 
For till the authority of the revealer is submitted to, he cannot 
truly consider their cause and their end. Besides, they looked 
on it as a reproach, that any secret should be revealed to others 
and not to them. It seemed to darken their glory, that any 

* Mundi pliilosoplius est glorise animal, & popularis ̂ urs atque numnia-
rum venale mancipium. Uier, 
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school should he more knowing than theirs. Therefore they 
chose to he instructors of error, rather than disciples to the truth. 
Add further, they thought their honour concerned to defend the 
principles they had once espoused. From hence arose the great 
contestations between themselves, accompanied with invectives 
and satires, being very jealous for their opinions, and passionate 
for the interest of their sects. Now the gospel was in some 
things contrary to all of them, so that being imperious and im
patient of contradiction, and touched in their teuderest part, no 
wonder they were so violent against it. They were unwilling to 
receive a doctrine that discovered their errors, and lessened their 
esteem. Our Saviour asks the Jews, " how can ye believe 
which receive honour one from another, and seek not the honour 
which comes from God only ?" He propounds it as an impossi
ble thing. The gospel would strip them of all their pretended 
excellencies, and divest them of many vain conceptions adorned 
with so much art, aud commanded as its first article, they should 
humbly resign their understandings to divine revelation; this 
they looked on as a submission unworthy of their refined strong 
spirits. 

(2.) They had satisfaction in their own imperfect virtues. 
Because they did some things to recover the human nature from 
its degenerate state, they were more confirmed in their infidelity 
than the grossest, idolaters, and the most vicious persons. For 
the more probable arguments they had to obtain happiness in 
their own way, the more obstinately they refused any other. 
They thought there was no need of supernatural revelation to 
direct, nor of supernatural grace to assist them ; but without the 
intercession of a Saviour, and the power of the Holy Spirit, they 
had self-sufficiency to obtain perfection and felicity. Like fool
ish Chemists that have melted away a great part of their estates 
n vain, and little remaining to support their wretched lives; yet 
in expectation of the great elixir, create in their fancies treasures 
of gold, and enrich themselves. So the philosophers who wasted 
their time and spirits in searching after happiness to little pur
pose, although the best of their principles and the height of their 
virtue, were insufficient to support them ui tier any pressing af
fliction ; yet they had vain hopes of obti.Hiing perfect, trauquiiiity 
and content by them. Now the gospel commanding an entire 
renouncing of ourselves, to embrace the sole goodness and will of 
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God, it was hard for those who were so full of pride and vanity 
to relish a doctrine so contrary to them. In truth, whatever the 
philosophers pretended concerning the incredibility, that the Son 
of God should suffer death, yet it was not so much the cross to 
which Christ was nailed by his enemies that made them reject 
the gospel, * as the other cross to which Jesus would fasten them, 
i. e. the strict and holy discipline to which he commands them 
to submit. A discipline that condemns their vain boasting of 
wisdom and virtue, that mortifies sensual pleasures, f which 
many of the philosophers indulged themselves in, notwithstand
ing all their discourses of the purgative and illuminative life. 
And that this was the real cause of their rejecting a crucified 
Saviour is evident: for they knew that sufferings of the worst 
kind are not always infamous, but must be esteemed according 
to the quality of their causes and ends.- Those who for public 
good generously expose themselves to disgrace and misery, are 
honoured for their heroic courage as patriots of the noblest strain. 
And it is not unusual for persons of extraordinary wisdom and 
virtue to suffer in the world. Their presence and example up
braid the vicious, and wound their spirits, as a great light dis
tempered and sore eyes. And some of them acknowledged the 
wisdom of providence in permitting this for an excellent end, 
that virtue tried in the fire might be more resplendent. J Plato 
an eminent philosopher describes a man truly just, by this proof 
of his integrity, that he shall suffer the loss of estate and honour, 
be scourged, racked, bound, and have his eyes plucked out, and 
after the enduring all miseries, at last be crucified. Socrates, 
so admired by them, was so disguised by the malice of his ene
mies, that he was condemned to die by poison : yet this was so 
far from obscuring his reputation, that his suffering death was 
esteemed the most noble effect of his courage, and the most ex-

» Quid in his deprehendas praeter fictam frontem, & perpctuuin olium, & 
quandam ex arrogantia auloritatem ) Quint. 

+ Philosophornm supereilia contemnimus, vitia faeundissime aceusantcs, 
inlereutibus ipsi vitiis madentes. Minut. Felix. 

8eoT)(7£Ta«, IxxauSjjtreTaj, TIO (^^aXjuo, TEX/OVIOV, iravroi xaxi. 

7raS» V a:ya;^at8»AsoS)j(7e!at, Lib. 2. dc Repub, 

I i 2 
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cellent proof of his virtue. Why then should they make a con
trary judgment of our Redeemer's suffering; whose innocence 
was perfect, and whose patience was so holy and divine, that in 
the midst of his torments he prayed for his murderers ? No reason 
can he justly alleged, but some darling lust spiritual or fleshly 
which they were resolved to cherish. The light that comes from 
above illuminates the humble, and dazzles the proud. The pre
sumption of their own knowledge, was the cause of their prodigi
ous stu])idity. Simple ignorance is not so dangerous as error : a 
false light that deceives and leads to precipices is worse than 
darkness. We find therefore that none were fiercer enemies to 
the gospel than the philosophers. 

The sacred story tells us, that when the apostle preached at 
Athens, that was as much the seat of superstition as of sciences: 
the Epicureans and Stoics though most opposite in their prin
ciples, yet conspired to encounter him; they entertained him 
with scorn, " what will this babbler say?" and his success was 
but small there. He that fished with a net in other places, and 
brought great numbers to baptism, did there only with an angle, 
and caught but one or two souls. And in the progress of the 
gospel they persisted in their opposition. The most grave and 
virtuous among them censured the martyrs as foolhardy in their 
generous sufferings for the name of Jesus Christ. Antoninus * 
accused the christians of obstinacy in their readiness to endure 
torments, Arianus represents their courage as proceeding from 
a customary contempt of death, which he opposes to judgment 
and reason. Crescens the Cynic was the persecutor of Justin 
Martyr. In all ages the gospel felt the sharp points of their ma
licious wits. They despised i t as an ill-contrived fable, as the 
entertainment of small understandings; f and faith, as the pre
sidium of the weak and illiterate, who were incapable of consi
deration. Now when those who were in highest reputation for 

JiaTE^wat TTfOf TauTa, xai UTO t9s{ oi TaMXaioi. I. 4. c. 7. 

+ Nemo accedat erudilus, nemo sapiens, nemo prndens, arcemus enim 
tales: quid si qois est indoctus, insipiens, infans, fidenter venial. Hoc pacto 
satis apparet, quod solos faluos, ignaros, stolidos, mancipia, mulierculas, 
pueros captent; & pelliciant. Maxim. Madanrensis in Epist. ad St. August. 
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their morality and learning, discountenanced Christianity, it was 
a strong argument to move the vulgar heathens to judge of it as 
a mere delusion. In our Saviour's time it was urged as a suffi
cient reason against the receiving of him as sent from God, " be
cause none of the Pharisees," the most learned and most likely 
to understand the prophecies concerning the Messiah, " believed 
on him." John 7. 48. 

2. The heathen priests vehemently obstructed the reception of 
the gospel; for their interest was specially concerned upon the 
account of their reputation and gain. With great art they had 
kept the people in ignorance for a long time: they persuaded 
them that their idolatrous ceremonies, sacrifices and festivals 
made the gods favourable, and were the supreme causes of their 
prosperity; and that ill success in war, public disasters, great 
contagions were sent for the neglect of their service. From this 
fountain all superstition was derived. Now if the doctrine of 
Christ (that strictly forbids the worship of idols) were received, 
who would attend to their old hes ? Who would purchase their 
deceitful promises ? Who would maintain them with prodigal 
donatives ? Who would esteem them divine men ? They must 
lose their honour and support, and for their fables be the scorn 
of the multitude. It is no wonder then that their passions should 
be edged, and their endeavours furious in opposing the tmth. 
And since the people had a reverend regard for their office, and 
a high opinion of their wisdom, authority and sanctity, they 
readily joined with them in their opposition. 

3. Princes who were adored by the people, thought themselves 
obliged to prevent the introduction of a new religion, lest their 
empire should be in hazard, or the majesty and greatness of it 
lessened. * For religion being the true foundation of public 
peace, every change in it is suspected as dangerous, and likely 
to bring some eminent alteration in the state. St. Paul was ac
cused for teaching customs (.̂ cts 16. 21.) which were not lawful 
for them to observe being Romans. And in after-times christians 
were condemned as seditious and mutinous, and their assemblies 
as riotous and unlawfiil. And it is observable, that there never 
was a less favourable constitution of time, than when the gospel 
was first preached. For Tiberius was extremely cmel and ex¬

' Vulgaria logum ripita, separadm Deos hahcndos, ner novo> 

I i :! 
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tremely jealous of all novelty that might disturb his repose. 
And Nero, the bloodiest tyrant that ever sat on the Roman 
throne, endeavoured to strangle Christianity in the cradle. * 

Besides, the doctrine of Christ was not only new and strange, 
but severe; for it gives no dispensation for persons of the highest 
rank from universal duty. It is the law of God, to whom all are 
equally subject, or equally obedient. It gives rules without ex
ception, to the court as well as the cottage; to those clothed in 
purple, and those in sackcloth: it condemns the greatest for de
linquents and guilty of eternal death if they do not abandon those 
pleasures to which corrupt nature and many strong temptations 
violently incline them. Now the heathen princes who were pros
perous and vicious, could not relish a doctrine that retrenched 
their exorbitant desires, and strictly forbad their unconfined en-
jo}Tnent of sensual delights, which they esteemed the preroga
tive annexed to their supreme dignity; and tiie minds of subjects 
are tainted with dependance on the powerful. From what hath 
been discoursed, we may judge how great resistance the gospel 
met with in its iirst publication. For all things that can make 
an enterprise impossible, were united together against it. Wis
dom and power, the pleasures of sin, and zeal for religion; the 
understandings and wills of men were comliincd in opposition to 
its progress; the learned and ignorant, magistrates and people, 
men and devils joined to suppress it. Hell was in a commotion, 
and the prince of darkness in arms, not to suffer the crowns of 
so many kingdoms to fall from his head, which for so many ages 
he had kept: he w as efnraged to lose the homage and service, es
pecially of the more knowing nations, as the Grecians and Ro
mans ; who, by how much the more capable of truth, with so 
much the more art to the dishonour of God for a long time had 
been kept under his deceit. 

2dly. If we consider the means by which the gospel was con
veyed, it v.'ill be more evident that omnipotence alone made it 
successful. When Christ came from heaven to convert the world, 
it had been according to the law of reason more suitable to his 
purpose to have been born at Rome the seat of the empire, 
wherein the confluence of all nations met, than in an obscure 
corner. So when the apostles were first sent forth to propagate 

* Orientem fidem Romse primus Nero cruentavit. Terl. Scorp. 
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the gosijel, human prudence would judge, that they should have 
been assisted either with authority and power, or with learning 
and eloquence, to compel or persuade to a submission to it. 
But if there had been any proportibn between the quality of the 
instmments and the effects produced, the gospel had been es
teemed a doctrine purely human. The immediate agents had 
been entitled to all the honour by the suftrage of the senses; and 
their proper sufficiency would have obscured the virtue of Christ 
that wrought in them. " Therefore God chose the weak things 
of the world, to confound the mighty; * and base things of the 
world, and things which are despised hath God chosen : yea and 
things that are not, to bring to nought things that are, that his 
glorious power may be fully manifested." 1 Cor. 1. 27. Chris
tianity (like its author) " sprang as a root out of a dry ground," 
and grew into a fair and strong tree, not by human planting and 
watering, but the miraculous influences of heaven. 

The persons employed were a few fishermen, with a publican 
and a tent-maker, without authority and power to force men to 
obedience, and without the charms of eloquence to insinuate the 
belief of the doctrines they delivered. And with these disadvan
tages they could never have conceived a thought, much less had 
courage to attempt the great impossibility of converting the whole 
world to Christ, and subjecting the heads of princes, and the 
learned and wise, to the foot of a crucified person, without the 
divine assistance. 

1. They were without authority and power. Other religions 
were established in several nations, by persons of the greatest 
eminency and credit among them. That of the Persians by Zo-
roastres, that of the Egyptians by Hermes, that of the Grecians 
by Orpheus, that of the Romans by Numa, all kings, or of great 
reputation for their wisdom and virtue; and they were received 
without contradiction. For being correspondent to the corrupt 
inclinations of men, it was not strange that the princes had 
either capacity to invent them, or power to plant them. And 
in later times Mahomet opened a May for his religion by his 
sword, and advanced it by conquest. Now it is no wonder that 
a religion so pleasing to the lower appetites, that gives licence to 

* Elegit humillter Datos, inhonoratos, illiteratns, ut quicquid magnum 
essent & facercnt, ipse io eis esset & faceret. Aug. de Civil. Dei. lib. 18. c 
49. 

i i 4 
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all corrupt affections in the present life, and promises a sensual 
paradise suitable to beasts in the fiiture, should be embraced by 
those who were subject to his arms. But the apostles were 
meanly born and educated, without credit and reputation, desti
tute of all human strength, and had only a crucified person for 
their leader. Christianity was exposed naked in the day of its 
birth, without any shelter from secular powers. 

2. They had not the advantage of art and elo(juence to com
mend their religion. There is a kind of charm in rhetoric that 
makes things appear otherwise than they are: the best cause it 
ruins, the worst it confirms. Truth, though in itself invincible, 
yet by it seems to be overcome ; and error obtains a false triumph. 
We have a visible proof of this in the writings of Celsus, Sym-
machus, Caecilius, and others for paganism against Christianity. 
What a vast difference is there between the lies and filthiness of 
the one, and the truth and sanctity of the other ? Yet with 
what admirable address did they manage that infamous subject ? 
Although it seemed incapable of any defence, yet they gave such 
colours to it, by the beauty of their expressions, and their appa
rent reasons, that it seemed plausible; and Christianity notwith
standing its brightness and purity was made odious to the people. 
But the apostles were most of them wholly unlearned. St. Paul 
himself acknowledges, 2 Cor. 2. 4. that he " was weak in pre
sence, and his speech was not with the enticing words of man's 
wisdom." A crucified Christ was all their rhetoric. Now these 
impotent despicable persons were employed to subdue the world 
to the cross of Christ; and in that season, when the Roman 
empire was at its height, when the most rigorous severities were 
used agaiust all innovations, when philosophy and eloquence 
were in their flower and vigour; so that truth unless adorned 
with the dress and artifice of falsehood was despised, and a mes
sage from God himself, unless eloquently conveyed, had no force 
to persuade. Therefore the apostles debased themselves in the 
sense of their own weakness, 2 Cor. 4. 7. " We have this trea
sure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power may be 
of God, and not of us." It was from distrust of themselves, 
their true confidence in God proceeded. They were only so far 
powerful as he enabled them; like instruments in which there is 
not virtue sufficient for the carving of a statue, if they do not re
ceive it impressed from the artificer that nses them. Briefly, aî  

Still Waters Revival Books - All Rights Reserved - www.PuritanDownloads.com 

http://www.PuritanDownloads.com


CHAP. X X I . T H E D I V I N E ATTRIBUTES. 505 

God the author of wonders uses that which is weak in nature, to 
conquer the most rebellious parts of it; he makes the weak sand 
a more powerful bridle to the impetuous element of waters, than 
the strongest banks raised by the industry of men, and composed 
of the most solid materials : so he was pleased by a few artless 
impotent persons to confound the wisdom, and overcome the 
power of the world. 

3dly. The great, sudden, and lasting change that was made in 
the world by the preaching of the gospel, is a certain argument 
of the divine power that animated those mean appearances, and 
that no instrument is weak in God's hands. 

1. The greatness of the change is such, that it was only pos
sible to divine power. It is a great miracle to render sight to 
the blind, but it is more miraculous to enlighten the dark mind, 
to see the truth and beauty of supernatural mysteries, when they 
are disguised under reproach and sad representations, and eflfec-
tually to believe them ; especially when the inferior appetite is 
so contrary to faith. It is a prodigy to raise the dead, but it is 
more admirable to sanctify an habituated sinner. For in com
paring the quality of those miracles, that is the greatest, in the 
performing whereof God is discovered to be the absolute Lord of 
the greater nature: now the intellectual nature is superior to the 
corporeal. Besides, there is no contradiction from a dead body 
against the divine power in raising it; on the contrary, if any 
sense were remaining, it would ardently desire to be restored to 
the full enjoyment of Ufe: but corrupt nature is most opposite 
to renewing grace. And in this sense our Saviour's promise to 
the disciples was principally accomplished ; " verily I say unto 
you, he that believes on me, the works that I do shall he do also, 
and greater works than these shall he do, because I go to the 
Father." For the strange conversion of the Gentiles by the 
preaching of the gospel, was the most divine and powerful work 
of our Saviour in glory, after his sending the Holy Ghost, and 
exceeded all the miraculous operations performed by him on the 
earth. The glorious light of truth scattered the thick and ter
rible darkness of ignorance and error, that was so universal. 
The gospel in its power and the quality of its effects, was like 
those words, " let there be light," which the eternal Word pro
nounced upon the confused chaos, and infused a soul and life 
into the world. The clear knowledge of God in his nature, and 
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glorious works of creation and redemption, of the duty of man, of 
the fiiture state, was communicated to the meanest understand
ings. And in proportion to the light of faith, such was the 
measure of piety and holuiess. Idolatry that had number, anti
quity, authority on its side, was entirely abolished. The false 
deities were cast out of the temple; and the cross of Christ was 
planted in the hearts of men. The pure beams of the Sun of 
Righteousness quickly extinguished the fires of the devil's altars, 
and the real miracles performed by the divine power exposed his 
lying wonders to contempt. Accordingly the apostle tells the 
Thessalonians, 1 Thes. 1.9. " For they themselves show of us, 
what manner of entering in we had unto you, and how ye turned 
to God from idols, to serve the living and true God, and to wait 
for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, even 
Jesus which delivered us from the wrath to come." Innumera
ble from secret atheism and public gentilism were converted to 
acknowledge and accept of the Redeemer for their Lord. What 
could produce such a marvellous change in the world but an Al
mighty power ? How seemingly impossible was it to bring so 
many, who were proud in their natures, perverse in their cus
toms, and indubitably assenting to their false religions, from such 
a distance as the worship of innumerable deities, to adore a cru
cified God ? It was admirable that Alexander broke the Persian 
empire with an army of thirty thousand : but what is there com
parable in that conquest to the acts of the apostles ? How much 
less difficult is it for some nations to change their kings, than for 
all to change their gods ? How far more easy is it to overcome 
the bodies of men, than subdue their souls ? Upon the most ex
act inquiry, there will never be found in human nature, any cause 
capable to produce such an eflfect, nor in the records of all ages 
any example like it. 

Add to this the excellent reformation in the hearts and lives 
of men. As their understandings, so their wills and affections, 
the sources of action, were miraculously altered. What the sages 
of the world could not effect in a few select persons, the gospel hath 
done in great numbers; nay raised them above all their feigned 
ideas, above the highest pitch of their proud philosophy. Those 
strong and furious passions, which natural reason was as unable 
to restrain as a thread of silk is to govern a fierce beast, the gos
pel hath tamed and brought into order: it hath executed what 
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philosophy durst never enterprise, despairing of success. The 
gospel overcame all those carnal reluctancies that seemed insupe
rable : it made the wise men of the world resign their reason to 
faith; it persuaded carnal men to mortify the flesh, the ambitious 
to despise secular honours, the voluptuous to renounce their plea
sures, the covetous to distribute their goods to the poor, the in
jured and incensed to forgive their enemies, and all this for love 
to God, and affection unknown to all other laws and institutions. 
Wherever it came it miraculously transformed pagans into chris
tians, which was as truly wonderful, as for the basilisk to part 
with its poison, for a wolf to be changed into a lamb, nay, for 
dogs, (such were the Gentiles in our Saviour's language) to be 
changed into angels of light and purity. An eminent instance 
we have of its efficacy in the Corinthians, who in their heathen 
state were guilty of the vilest enormities : but after their recei
ving the gospel, the apostle testifies, 2 Cor. 6. 10, 11. they 
" were washed, sanctified, and justified in the name of the Lord 
Jesus, and by the spirit of our God." Justin Martyr tells Tri-
phon, * that those who had been stained with all filthiness, and 
enslaved by charming imperious lusts, yet becoming christians, 
they were purified, and freed, and delighted in those virtues that 
were most contrary to their former vices. This alteration was so 
visible, that the lives of the first christians were an apology for 
their faith. And it is strongly urged by Origen, Tertnllian, 
Lactantius, and others, as a convincing proof of the divinity of 
the christian doctrine, that it made the professors of it divine in 
their conversations. The creation of grace was like the creation 
of nature, when trees sprang up in an instant laden with fruits, 
so in the converted, all the blessed fruits of the spirit, " love, joy, 
peace, long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, tem
perance abounded." This testimony even a pagan persecutor gives 
the common sort of christians, f that they assembled to sing 
hymns to Christ; that they obliged themselves solemnly to in
jure no person, to deceive none, to preserve faithfiilly what was 
committed to them, to be always tme. And as in obedience to 
the gospel, they gave a divorce to all the sinful delights of sense, 

* ' O I Ta>iai ftev TTogveiai;, y(cu(iovtei nv 11 ffiofpoct/vsv fto'vijv 

OLTKoXfi^moi. In ApoU Post. 

t Plin. Lib. 10. Bpisl. T, 
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SO, which was incomparably more difficult, they embraced those 
things which n.iture doth most abhor. No religion ever exposed 
its followers to such sufferings, nor inspired them with such reso
lution to sustain them. All other religions were productions of 
the flesh, and being allied together, if any time jealousy caused a 
discord between them, yet an open persecution was unusual. But 
when Christianity first appeared, they all turned their hatred and 
violence against it, as a foreigner of a different extraction. How 
many living martyrs were exiles for the faith, and deprived of all 
human consolation ? yet they esteemed themselves more blessed 
in their miseries, than others in their pleasures. How many 
thousands were put to death for the honour of our Redeemer ? 
yet the least thing is the number, in comparison of the manner 
of their sufferings. If they had suffered a mild martyrdom, an 
easy and sudden death, wherein the combat and victory had been 
finished at a blow, their love and courage had not been so admi
rable : but they endured torments so * various and terrible, that 
had they not been practiced upon them by their enemies, it were 
incredible that ever malice should be so ingenious to invent, or 
cruelty so hardened to inflict them. If all the furies of hell had 
come forth to suggest new tortures, they could not have devised 
worse. Neither was their mere suffering such torments so asto
nishing, as their readiness to encounter them, and their behavi
our under them. They maintained their faith in the presence of | 
the most formidable princes. Some vfho might by favour, were | 
afraid to escape the common persecution, esteeming no death 
precious but martyrdom, t They contended earnestly to suffer, J 
and envied others the honourable ignominy and happy torments | 
that were endured for their beloved Redeemer. J We have an in
stance of their courage in Tiburtius, who thus spake to his jud
ges; bind me to racks and wheels, condemn me, banish me, 1 
load me with chmns, burn me, tear me, omit no kind of tor- 1 

• Ulpian Tvrote seven books, to describe the variety of torments tbe chris
tians suffered. Timebit forsitan caro gladiom gravem & crucem excelsam, & 
rabiem bestiarum, & summam ignium poenam, & omne carnificis ingenium in 
tormentis. Tert, ad. Martifr. 

+ Ignatius said to the Romans, dissuading him from suffering, Ignoscite 
mihi filioli, quid mihi profit ego scio, Hieron. de Script, Ecclesiast. 

i Inde est quod ibidem sententiis vestris gratias agimus. Tert. 
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ment. If you banish me, tlie smallest corner of the earth shall 
be to me as the whole world, because I shall find my God there: 
if you kill me, by the same act you will give me the happy li
berty I sigh after, and deliver me from a prison on earth to reign 
in heaven : if you condemn me to the fire, I have quenched other 
flames in resisting concupiscence: ordain what torment you 
please, it shall not troub!e me, since my heart is filled with love 
to suffer, and desire it. They were thankful to those who con
demned them, and regarded their executioners with the same 
eye, as St. Peter did the angel that brake off his fetters to re
store him to freedom. They cheerfully received them, as those 
who brought the keys of paradise in the same hands wherewith 
they brought their swords. They entered into the fire with joy, 
and were not only patient but triumphant in their sufferings ; as 
if they had been glorified in their souls, and impassible to the 
sufferings of their bodies. I have seen, saith Eusebius, the exe
cutioners tired with tormenting them, lie down panting and 
breathing, and others not less fierce, but more fresh, succeed in 
their cruel service: but I never saw the martyrs weary of suffer
ings, * nor heard them desire a truce, much less deliverance 
from them. If the judges were softened with their blood, and 
by the force of nature were compelled to be compassionate, so as 
to offer them a release if they would but feign to deny Christ; 
they were filled with indignation, esteeming it the worst injury, 
that the persecutors expected they would be guilty of but the 
shadow of infidelity to their dear Saviour. They were ambitious 
of the longest and most terrible sufferings for his sake to be mar
tyrs in every member. They sang the praises of Christ (their 
tongues being harmonious with the affections of their hearts) in 
the flames, they preached him from the crosses, they rejoiced 
in him as their only good, in the midst of devouring beasts. 
Briefly, they preserved an inviolable faith to him, notwithstand
ing the most furious batteries against them. The barbarous 
enemy might tear their hearts from their breasts, but never 
Christ from their hearts, to whom they were inseparably united 
by love, stronger than the most cruel death. 

Now, what less than the divine power could support them un 

• Hie est habitus victoriae nostrte, bsec palmata Testis, tali curru trium-
phamus. Tertul. Totum hominein animus circumfert, & quo velit transfer!^ 
Terlul. ad Mart. 
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der those torments, which it is almost incredible that bodies 
made of flesh could endure? 1 will not dispute whether it ex
ceeds all natural force to suffer such, from a vicious affection of 
pride or obstinacy: but the frequency of it exceeds all natural 
possibility. It was not impossible for Mutius Scevola one of the 
Romans, being transported with indignation for missing his de
sign, to hold his right hand unmoved in the fire, (more grieved 
at the error than the burning of it) to extinguish in the king 
their enemy all hopes of drawing from him the secret of his coun
try by the force of torments : but though it were but the suffering 
of one part, and for a short time, yet it was not possible that 
many thousands such should have been in Rome. For then that 
single example had not been so wonderfiil in all antiquity: but the 
noble army of martyrs who overcame in the most bloody battles 
was numerous beyond account: and composed of all sorts of per
sons, of the aged and infirm, of tender youths, of delicate wo
men, of the honourable and obscure; yet in that difference of 
ages, and sexes, and states, there appeared such an equality of 
virtue, that it was visible, the same heavenly spirit inspired them 
all with courage, and by assuring them of eternal life, made 
them despise present death. Such heroical and frequent con
stancy must be ascribed to the " breast-plate of faith and love," 
of a celestial temper, wherewith the Almighty had armed 
them. * 

If it be said that some have died for a false religion, so that 
the extraordinary assistance of heaven was not necessary to en
courage the christian martyrs : the answer is clear, there is a vast 
difference between the number of the sufferers, and manner of 
their sufferings. 

(1.) Some few moved by vanity and melancholy, or compelled, 
have suffered for a false religion, that was authorised by the cus
tom of their country for many ages : but innumerable christians 
animated by the example of their crucified king, freely sacrificed 
themselves for the testimony of the gospel upon the first revela
tion of it, before any human respects gave colour to it. 

(2.) In those who suffered for a false religion, were visible ei-

• Latrones & robust! corporis viri ejusmodi laccratione? perferre neque-
unt, exclamant & gemitus edunt, quia deest illis infipirata patientia. Nnstri 
autem ut de viris taceam, pucri & mulierculs tortorcssuos tacite vincunt, Si 
exprimere illis gemitum nec ignis potest. Lactant. Lib^ 5. c. 13. 
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ther fear or vain-glory, stubbornness or rage ; but the christians 
in their greatest sufferings expressed magnamity without pride, 
constancy without fierceness, patience without stupidity, and 
such an admirable compassion to their enemies, as persuaded 
some of their tormentors to be companions with them in mar
tyrdom. 

2. The suddenness and universality of the change effected by 
the gospel, is a single evidence of the divine power that attended 
it. The apostle declares (Col. 1. 6.) the admirable progress of 
it " in all the world," during his time. In a few years with in
credible swiftness it passed through Judea, Samaria, Syria, 
(Jreece, and all the parts of the known habitable world. Tacitus 
acknowledges that in the eleventh year of Nero, great numbers 
of Christians were at Rome, at a great distance from the place 
where the gospel was first preached. It appears from the wri
tings of the primitive christians, that in the second century after 
the death of Christ, the Roman empire was filled with christian 
churches. The world was peopled with a new generation. 
Now, what secret power produced that sudden and universal 
change ? How came it to pass that the gospel, contrary to the 
order oi new things, should be so readily received, and in those 
places where the most insuperable obstacles opposed it? In 
Corinth, the seat of luxury and voluptuousness; in Ephesus, 
where idolatry had its throne; in Rome itself, where honours, 
riches, pleasures were adored. Moses with all his great miracles 
never conquered one nation to the true God. " The pharisees 
compassed sea and land to make a proselyte." Mat. 23. But 
the gospel in a httle time converted many nations from their 
opinions and manners wherein they had been instructed and edu
cated, to those that were not only different, but contrary. The 
wonder in Isaiah was exceeded, " That a nation was born in a 
day :" for the world was renewed as it were in a moment. Such 
a quickening universal efficacy was joined with the preaching of 
the gospel, that the power of God was never more visibly mani
fested in any work. Therefore the apostle mentions it as one 
part of the great mystery of godliness, that " Christ was belie
ved on in the world." 1 Tim. 3. 16. There î  nothing but su
pernatural, as in the birth, so in the progress of Christianity. 

3. The lasting change made by the gospel is the effect of in-
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finite power. Pliilosopliy, * though maintained by the sucees-
sive force of the greatest wits, yet declined and came to nothing. 
But Christianity attended only by its own authority, established 
its dominion, and raised an eternal empire of truth and holiness 
in the world. The reason of man cannot inspire into its produc
tions a principle of life; only that power which conveys to man 
an immortal soul, can derive to its institutions a spirit to ani
mate and preser\'e them, f And this victorious permanent vir
tue of the gospel is more admirable in regard it prevailed without 
the assistance, and against the opposition of all. Nothing could 
effectually resist the sacred force of naked truth. The more it 
was oppressed, the more it prospered. It gained credit and dis
ciples by contradiction and persecution; it was multiplied by the 
deaths of its followers, " The cloud of witnesses" dissolving in a 
" shower of blood," made the church fruitfiil. For many spec
tators that saw the christian faith so fiercely persecuted, from a 
desire to know the cause that made it so hateful, by searching 
for its supposed guilt, found its real innocence. And thus to 
discover the truth, the tempests it suffered were more serviceable 
than the calm it enjoyed. Although some persecutors have 
boasted of their utter abolishing the christian name in all parts 
of the empire; yet those inscriptions are the proud monuments 
of their vanity, not victory, TyTants are perished, but tnith re
mains for ever. By which it is evident, that as the gospel had a 
higher principle than what is from below, so it was assisted with 
more than human power. To sum up in short what hath been 
amplified; how gloriously was the arm of the Lord revealed in 
raising the world, that for four thousand years lay in wickedness? 
What less than a divine power could soften such an obstinate 
hardness, as long custom in sin brings ? What could pluck up 
errors that had taken such deep root in the spirits of men, and 
were naturalized to them, and plant a discipline so austere and 
thorny to sense ? Who but the Almighty could cast out the de
vil from his empire so universally and long usurped, and with¬

* Ergo vincimus cum occiditur, plures efficimur, quoties metimur a vobis: 

Ecmen est sanguis cliristianorum. Tert. Apol. 

+ Dioclesian, Jovian, Maxitninianus IlarcultDUS, Cxseres, jiugusti. Am-
plificato per orientem, &occidentem imperio Romano, & nomine christianqr, 
qui Remp. evertebant extincto. 
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draw his subjects that were captivated by the terror of laws, and 
by the dehghts of the flesh ? What invisible power made innu
merable of the tender sex, who were not by temper courageous, nor 
by obstinacy inflexible, nay, who were so fearful that they could 
not see a drawn sword without affrightment, yet so resolute, as 
to despise all the instruments of cruelty ? ^Vhat is more asto
nishing than to see a flock of sheep encounter and overcome an 
army of lions ? This was the Lord's doing, and ought to be 
mar\'ellous in our eyes. Briefly, the making a crucified person 
to reign in the midst of his enemies, and to give laws to the 
whole earth, is a victory worthy the Lord of hosts. The conver
sion of the world to Christianity was the effect of infinite mercy, 
and equal power. 

Lastly, The divine power shall be gloriously manifested in the 
complete salvation of the church at the end of the world. Jesus 
Christ as Mediator is invested with sovereign " power in heaven 
and in earth :" and in that quality he shall exercise it, till our sal
vation is finished. " For he must reign till he hath put all 
enemies under his feet." 1 Cor. 15. 25, "But we see not yet 
all things put under him." Heb. 2. 8. Although those persons 
and things that never degenerated from their original, are entire
ly subject to him; the angels obey his will, universal nature is 
governed by his provident*; the heavens, the earth, the waters, 
and all things produced from them, never resist the direction of 
his hand; yet there are others that fell from their integrity, and 
some things consequent to man's rebellion, which either oppose 
the power of Christ, or are not yet actually subdued; and they 
are the enemies of our salvation, satan, sin, and death. Now 
the perfect freedom of the church from all these, will be the last 
glorious act of Christ's regal office. And it is observable, the 
day of judgment is called the day of redemption, with respect to 
the final accomplishment of our felicity, that was purchased by 
the infinite price of his sufferings. The day of Christ's death 
was the day of redemption, as to our right and title; for then our 
ransom was fully paid, and it is by the immortal efficacy of his 
blood that we partake of the gloriov.s liberty of the sons of God; 
but the actual enjojTnent of it shall be at the last day. There-
lore the perfection of all our spiritual privileges is referred to that 
time, when " death our last enemy" shall be overcome. The 
apostle saith, Rom. 8. " And not only they, but ourselves also, 

K k ' 
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which have the firstfruits of the spirit, even we ourselves, groan 
within ourselves, waiting for the adoption ; to wit, the redemp
tion of our bodies." During the present life, we are taken into 
God's family, in the quality of his children; but the most solemn 
act of our adoption shall be at the last day. In this there is a 
similitude betwixt Christ and his members: for although he was 
the Son of God by his marvellous conception, and owned by him 
while he performed his ministry upon the earth; yet all the tes
timonies of God's favour to him, were not comparable to the de
claration of it in raising him from the grave: then in the face of 
heaven and earth, he said, " Thou art my Son, this day have I 
begotten thee." So in this life God acknowledges and tieats us 
as his children, he clothes us with the righteousness of his Son, 
feeds us with his word, defends us from our spiritual enemies; 
but the most public declaration of his favour shall be in the next 
life, when all the " children of the resurrection" shall be born 
in a day. Add further, although the souls of believers immedi
ately upon their separation are received into heaven, and during 
the sleep of death enjoy admirable visions of glory; yet their 
blessedness is imperfect, in comparison of that excellent degree 
which shall be enjoyed at the resurrection. As the Roman ge
nerals, after a complete conquest, first entered the city privately, 
and having obtained licence of the senate, made their trium
phant entry with all the magnificence and splendour becoming 
the greatness of their victories : so after a faithful christian " hath 
fought the good fight," and is come off " more than a conquer
or," he enters privately into the celestial city; but when the 
body is raised to immortality, he shall then, in the company and 
with the acclamations of the holy angels, have a glorious entry 
into it. I will briefly consider why the bodies of the saints shall 
be raised, and how the divine power will be manifested in that 
last act. 

1. The general reason is from God's justice. As the economy 
of divine providence requires there must be a fiiture state, when 
God shall sit upon a judicial throne to weigh the actions of all 
men, and render to every one according to their quality; so it is 
as necessary that the person be judged, and not one part alone. 
The law commands the entire man composed of essential parts, 
the soul and body. And it is obeyed or violated by both of 
them. Although the guilt or moral goodness of actions is chiefly 
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attributed to tbe soul, because it is tbe principal of tbem, yet the 
actions are imputed to the whole man. The soul is the guide, 
the body the instrument: * it is reasonable therefore that both 
should receive their recompence. We see the example of this in 
human justice, which is a copy of the divine. The whole man is 
punished or rewarded. The soul is punished with disgrace and 
infamy, the body with pains : the soul is rewarded with esteem 
and honour, the body with external marks of dignity. Thus the 
divine justice will render to every " one according to the things 
done in the body, whether good or evil." 2 Cor. 5. 10. 

2. The special reason of the saints' resurrection is their union 
with Christ: for he is not only our Redeemer and Prince, but 
our second Adam, the same in grace as the first was in nature. 
Now as from the first, the soul was destroyed by sin, and the 
body by death; so the second restores them both to their primi
tive state, the one by grace, the other by a glorious resurrection. 
Accordingly the apostle saith, 1 Cor. 15. 21. "that by man 
came death, and by man came the resurrection from the dead." 
Christ removed the moral and natural impossibility of our glori
ous resurrection: the moral by the infinite merit of his death, 
whereby divine justice is satisfied, that otherwise would not per
mit the guilty to be restored to eternal life : and the natural, by 
his rising from the grave to a glorious immortality. For his infi
nite power can do the same in all believers. It is observable, 
the apostle infers the resurrection of believers from that of Christ, 
not only as the cause but the original example. For the mem
bers must be conformed to the head, the children to their father, 
the younger to the elder brother. Therefore he is called " the 
firstfraits of them that slept," 1 Cor. 15. " and the first-begot
ten of the dead." Rev. 1. In Christ's resurrection ours is so 
fully assured, that the event is infallible. Now no less than infi
nite power is requisite to raise the bodies of the saints from the 
dust, and to transform them into the similitude of Christ's. 

(1.) To raise them. Nothing is more astonishing to nature, 
than that the bodies which after so many ages in the perpetual 
circulation of the elements have past into a thousand different 
forms, one part of them being resolved into water, another eva
porated into air, another turned into dust, should be restored tfl 

* Aoinii iroperio corporis servitio magis utimur, Sa!, 
K k 2 
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their first state. * What wisdom is requisite to separate the 
parts so mixed and conft)unded ? What power to recompose 
them ? Wliat virtue to reinspire them with new life ? It may 
seem more difficult than to revive a dead body whose organs and 
matter is not changed, of which we have examples in the scrip
ture. When the spirit of the Lord placed Ezekiel in the midst 
of a valley covered with bones, and caused him to consider at
tentively their number, which was verv great, and their extreme 
dryness, he asked him, "Whether these bones could live?" 
Ezek. 37. 4. 5, 6. upon which, as one divided and balanced be
tween the seeming impossibility of the thing in itself, and the 
consideration of the divine power to which nothing is impossible, 
he answered, " Lord, thou knowest." Upon this God command
ed him, " to prophesy upon those bones, and speak to them,'' 
as if they had been endued with sense and imderstanding : " O 
ye dry bones, hear the word of the Lord : thus saith the Lord 
God unto these bones, behold, I will cause breath to enter into 
you, and ye shall live. And I will lay sinews upon you, and will 
bring in flesh upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath 
in yon, and ye shall live, and ye shall know that I am the Lord."" 
And immediately there was a general commotion among them, 
they joined together, the sinews and flesh came upon them, and 
the skin covered them. And upon a second prophecy they were 
all inspired with the breath of life, and stood up an exceeding-
great army. Now whether this was really represented to his 
outward senses, or only by the efficacy of the spirit to his imagi
nation, no doubt so strange a spectacle vehemently affected him; 
as with joy in hope of the miraculous restoration of Israel, which 
that vision foretold, so with admiration of the divine power. 
But when the tiumpet of the archangel shall sound the univer
sal jubilee, f and call forth the dead from all their receptacles, 
when the elements, as faithful depositories, shall effectively re¬

* Imperfecte in liomioe naturae, precipua solatia, ne deum quidem posse 

omnia, nam nec sibi potest mortem consciscere, nec mortales aeternitate do-

nare, nec revocare dcfunctos. Plin. Lib. 2. c. 7. 

•I- Tu perire deo credis si quid oculis nostris hebctibus subtrahitur. Cor
pus omne sive arescit in pulvercm, sivc in bumorem solvitur, vel in cinerem 
comprimitur, vel in nidnrem tenuatur, subducitur nobis, sed deo elemento-
runi custodia reservatur. Amob. Lib. 11. 
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store what was committed by them, how admirable will tiie pow
er of God appear ? 

(2.) No less than infinite power is able to change the raised 
bodies into the likeness of Christ's. The apostle speaks with an 
exaggeration of it: for " onr conversation is in heaven, from 
whence also we look for the Saviour the Lord Jesus Christ, who 
shall change our vile body, tluit it may be fashioned like unto his 
glorious body, according to the working whereby he is able to 
subdue all things to himself." This resemblance " will be only 
in t!ie person of believers." All men shall rise to be judged, but 
not all to be transformed. There is a resurrection to death as 
well as to life. Unhappy resurrection! which only serves to 
make the body the food of eternal death. But the saints who 
endeavour to be like to Christ in purity, shall then have a perfect 
conformity to him in glorj' and immortality. How glorious the 
body of Christ is, wc may conjecture in part by what the apostle 
relates to Agrippa, Acts 26. 13. " At mid-day, O king, I saw 
in the way a light from heaven above the brightness of the sun, 
shining round about me;" which was no other but the light of 
the face of Christ that struck him with blindness. One ray of 
this reflecting upon the first martyr St. Stephen in his sufferings, 
gave an angehcal glory to his countenance. And St. John tells 
us, 1 John 3. 2. " When he appears, we shall be Tike him." 
He alludes to the rising of the sun, but with this difference: 
when the sun appears in the morning, the stars are made invisi
ble ; but the bodies of the saints shall be clothed with a sun-like 
lustre, and shine in the midst of Christ's glory. Omnipotency 
alone that subdues all things, can raise and refine them from 
their dross unto such an admirable brightness. The angels will 
be surprised with wonder to see millions of stars spring out of the 
dust. The Lord Jesus Christ will be admired in " all them that 
behCTc." 2 Thes. 1. 10. 

Their bodies shall be raised to a glorious immortality. In this 
the general resurrection is different from that which was particu
lar, as of Lazarus. By the one death was overcome and put to 
flight, only for some time; for his second life was no more ex
empt from death than his first: but by the other, « death shall 
be swallowed up in victory," 1 Cor. 15. 54. and lose its force 
for ever. Then shall our true Joshua be magnified in the sight 
of the whole world, and the glorious number of saints shall cast 
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their crowns at his feet, and sing the triumphant song, Thou 
hast redeemed us to God by thy blood," and rescued us by thy 
power from all our enemies, and " art worthy of honour, and 
glory, and blessing for ever." 

CHAP. XXII. 

Inference. The extraordinary working of the divine power is a convincing 
proof of the verity of the christian religion. The internal excellencies of 
it are clear marks of its divinity, to the purified mind. The external ope
rations of God's power were requisite to convince men in their corrupt 
slate, that the doctrine of the gospel rame from God, The miraculous 
owning of Christ by the whole divinity from heaven. The resurrection of 
Christ the most important article of the gospel, and the demonstration of 
al l the rest. How valuable the testimony of the apostles is concerning it. 
That it jvas impossible they should deceive, or be deceived. The quality 
of the witnesses considered. There cannot be the least reasonable suspi
cion of them. It is utterly incredible that any human temporal respects 
moved them to feign the resurrection of C)irist. The nature of the testi
mony considered. I t was of a matter of fact, and verified to all their sen
ses. The uniformity of it assures us there was no corruption in the wit
nesses, and that it was no illusion. They sealed the truth of it with their 
blood. The miracles the apostles did in the name of Christ, a strong de. 
monstratioD that he was raised to a glorious life. That power was conti
nued in the church for a time. The conclusion, how reasonable it is to 
give an entire assent to the truth of Christianity. I t is desperate infidelity 
not to believe it; and the highest madness to pretend to believe it, and to 
live in disobedience to it. 

FROM what hath been discoursed concerning the extraordi
nary working of the divine power, we have a most convincing 
proof of the verity of the christian religion. For since God hath 
by so many miraculous effects, the infallible indications of his fa
vour to the person of Jesus Christ, justified his doctrine, no rea
sonable doubt can remain concerning it. Indeed the internal 
excellencies of it, which are visible to the purged eye of the soul. 
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are clear marks of its divinity. The mystery of our redemption 
is made up of various parts, in the union of which such an evi
dent wisdom appears, that the rational mind, unless enslaved by 
prejudice, must be ravished into a compliance. * Even that 
which most offends sense, the meanness of our Saviour's condi
tion in the world, and the miseries to which he was exposed, do 
so perfectly correspond with his great design to make men holy 
and heavenly, that it appears to be the effect of most wise coun
sel. His death on the cross is so much unbecoming God, as an 
infinite love and unconceivable compassion is becoming him. 
And such a beauty of holiness shines in the moral part, as clearly 
proves God to be its author. It denounces war against all vices 
and commands every virtue. All that is excellent in human in
stitutions it dehvers with infinitely more authority and efficacy: 
and what natural reason did not reach to, it fully describes, in 
order to the glory of God, and the happiness of man. Now as 
God, the author of nature, hath by tastes and smells, and other 
sensible quahties, distinguished things wholesome for noxious, even 
to the lowest living creatures, so he hath much more distinguished 
objects that are saving from deadly, that is, the true rehgion 
from the false, by undoubted evidences to any who will exercise 
their spiritual senses, and sincerely desire to know and obey it. 
And that all the wise and holy embraced it in the face of the 
greatest discouragements, is an unanswerable argument that it is 
pleasing to God. For how is it possible that the good God 
should suffer those to fall into mortal error, who from an ardent 
affection to him despised whatever is amiable or terrible in the 
world ? How is it possible he should deny the knowledge of 
himself to those, to whom he gave such a pure love to himself? 

But the human nature in its corrupted state is contrary both 
to the doctrine of the gospel, that propounds supernatural veri
ties hard to believe, and to the commands of it, that enjoins 
things hard to do: for this reason it was necessary that God by 
some external operations, the undeniable effects of his power, 
should discover to the world his approbation of it. 

Now that Christ is the Son of God, and Redeemer of the 
world, was miraculously declared from heaven by the whole divi
nity : " There are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, 

* V i d . Mr. Baxter's excellent account of the reasonableness of christianitv. 
K k 4 
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the Word, and the Holy Ghost, and these three are one." 
1 John 1.5. The Father testified by a voice as loud as thunder 
at his baptism and transfiguration. Mat. 3. 17. "Thou art my 
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased." The Son by his 
glorious apparition to Paul, Acts 9. 4. when he struck him to 
the earth with these words, " Why persecutest thou me ?" The 
light was so radiant, the voice so strong, the impression it made 
so deep and sensible, that he knew it came fi-om God. And he 
manifested himself to St. John with that brightness. Rev. 1.17. 
" That he fell at his feet as dead," till in compassion he revived 
him, and said, " I am he that liveth and was dead, and behold I 
am alive for evermore." And the Holy Spirit by his miraculous 
descent in the shape of a dove upon him, and in fiery tongues 
upon the apostles, gave a visible testimony that Jesus Christ was 
sent fiom God to save the world. I will particularly consider 
one effect of the divine power, the resurrection of Christ, this 
being the most important article of the gospel, and the demon
stration of all the rest. For it is not conceivable that God would 
by his almighty power have raised him from the grave to a glo
rious life, (and it is impossible he should be otherwise) if he had 
taken the name of the Son of God in vain, and arrogated to 
himself divine honour, and only pretended that he was sent from 
him: " By the resurrection he was declared to be the Son of 
God with power." Rom. 1. 4. For that being the proof of his 
mission, justifies the truth of his doctrine, and particularly of the 
quality of God's Son which he always attributed to himself. 
Now if infidelity object, that we who live in the present age have 
no sensible testimony that Christ is risen, and what assurance is 
there, that the apostles who reported it were not deceivers or de
ceived ? In answer to this, I will briefly show how valuable the 
testimony of the apostles is, and worthy of all acceptation; and 
that it was equally impossible they should be deceived, or intend 
to deceive. 

His death is attested by his enemies. Tacitas a pagan relates 
that he suffered under Pontius Pilate. And the Jews to this day 
are so unhappy as to boast of their being the causes of his cruci
fixion, and call him by a name that is the mark of his punish
ment. But his resurrection they jjeremptorily deny. Now the 
apostles being sent to convert the world, were to lay this dowTi as the 
foundation of their preaching, that Jesus Christ was raised fi-om 
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the dead, that all might 3'ield faith and obedience to him. This 
was their special charge, as St. Peter declares. Acts 1. 20, 21. 
*' Wherefore of these men which have companied with us all the 
time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, beginning 
from the baptism of John, unto the same day that he was taken 
up from us, must be one ordained to be a witness of his resurrec
tion." They were to testify concerning his doctrine and life, his 
miracles and sufferings, but principally his resurrection. For this 
reason St. Paul, who was extraordinaiily admitted into their or
der, had a miraculous sight of Christ from heaven (" last of all 
he was seen of me," 1 Cor. 12. 8.) to testify it to the world. 
Now for our full conviction, it is necessary to consider the quali
ty of the witnesses, and the nature of their testimony. 

1. The witnesses were such of whom there cannot be the least 
reasonable suspicion. * In civil causes of the greatest moment, 
the testimony of the honourable and the rich are accounted valu
able, because they are not easily cormpted : one of a low degree 
may from baseness of spirit, through cowardice and fear be 
tempted to deny the tmth; one in a poor condition may be so 
dazzled with the lustre of gold, when he considers the price of 
perjury, as to be induced to assert a falsehood. But who is 
more incormptible, the noble that from a sense of honour abhor 
a lie, or those who by their divine birth and qualities did so de
test it, that they would not tell a he for the glory of God? Who 
is more worthy of credit, the rich whose riches sometimes excite 
their desires after more, or those who by a generous disdain de
spised all things ? Besides, persons of known integrity, whom 
the different images of hopes and fears cannot probably inchne to 
evil, are admitted to decide the weightiest causes : now the apos
tles were so innocent, sober, honest and unblameable in the 
whole tenour of their conversations, that their most malignant 
adversaries could never fasten an accusation upon them. Indeed 
if their carnal interests had been concerned, there might have 
been some coloured objections against their testimony: but if 
we duly consider things, it will appear utterly incredible that any 
deceit could be in it. For as all the actions of reasonable men 
proceed from reason solid or apparent, so particularly imposture 
and fiction are never without some motive and design: for being 

• In lestimoniit diguitas, fides, mores gravitas examiuanda est. 
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contrary to nature, tliere must intervene a foreign considera
tion for their contrivance. Now the universal motives to invent 
fahles are honour, riches, or pleasure. But none of these could 
possihly move the apostles to feign the resurrection of Christ. 
Not to insist on the meanness of their extraction and education, 
who had only seen hoats and nets, and conversed with lakes and 
fishes, whereas anihition usually springs up in persons of high 
hirth and breeding; it is evident that no respect to human praise 
excited them, since they attributed the doctrine of the gospel, 
that should give them reputation in the world, to the Holy Spirit, 
and ascribed the glory of their miraculous actions entirely to the 
divine power. When the people of Lystra would have given di
vine honour to St. Paul, Acts 3. 12, 13. he disclaimed it with 
abhorrency: and presently after, those who would have adored 
him as a God, stoned binj as a malefactor. Acts 4. 10. he chose 
rather to be their sacrifice than their idol. Besides, how could 
they expect to be great or rich by declaring, that one who came 
to such a tragical end in the face of the world was raised to life, 
when the hands of the Jews were still bloody with the wounds of 
their master,, and their hearts so enraged against all that honour
ed his name, as to excommunicate them for execrable persons. 
It had been as extravagant to have designed the acquiring of re
putation or riches by their preaching, as for one to throw him
self into a flaming furnace to be cooled and refreshed. And that 
pleasure could not be their aim is manifest: for they met with 
nothing but poverty and persecution, with derision and disgrace, 
with hardships and aU the effects of fury, which they wilhngly 
endured rather than cease from preaching, or deny what they 
had preached. Their unheard-of resolution to forsake their na
tive country, and travel to all the known parts of the earth, to 
convey the doctrine of Jesus Christ, is a strong demonstration 
that they believed it to be true, and of infinite moment, most 
worthy of aU the dangers to which they voluntarily exposed 
themselves. Never did ambition or avarice, the most active 
passions, cause men to be more diligent, than they were to com
municate the knowledge of our Saviour to all nations. Now 
what greater assurance can we possibly receive that they were 
sincere in their report ? 

2. The nature of the testimony makes it very credible. 
It was of matter of fact. If it had been some high speculation 
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of universal things abstracted from matter, and above the cog
nizance of the senses, there might be some pretence to object, 
that the disciples, unexercised in sciences, were deceived by the 
subtility of their master: but it is a singular thing, of which the 
senses are the most faithfiil informers, and competent judges. 

It was an ocular testimony, which as it makes the strongest 
impression upon the spectator, so upon the belief of others. 
Thus St. John, I Johu I. I. " that which we have seen with 
our eyes, which we have looked on, declare we unto you." And 
that they were not deceived, we have great certainty; for Jesus 
had conversed a long time with them before his death, and their 
respect and love to him, and after their compassion had deeply 
engraved the lineaments of his visage in their memories; and he 
presented himself not many years, but three days after his ab
sence, so that it was impossible they should have forgot his 
countenance. He appeared to them not once or twice, but 
many times, and not suddenly as a flash of lightning that pre
sently vanisheth, but conversed with them familiarly for forty 
days. And it is observable, the apostles themselves were not 
easily wrought on to believe this truth. When the testimony of 
the angels assured them that he was risen, they received it with 
doubting, wonder, and troubled joy, and were suspended be
tween hopes and fears: and at his first appearance they were 
vehemently surprised. They saw him die on the cross three days 
before, Luke 24. 37, 39, 43. and their memories were still filled 
with the frightfiil images of his sufferings, so that they were 
balanced between the present testimony of sense, and the fresh 
remembrance of what they had seen. Therefore he justified the 
truth of his resurrection to all their senses. He discoursed with 
them, made them feel his wounds, 1 John 1. 1. ate and drank 
with them, so that it was impossible they should be deceived un
less willingly. Thus by the wise dispensation of God, their 
doubting hath confirmed our faith. 

3. The uniformity of the testimony makes it valuable upon a 
double account. First, as it secures us, there was no corruption 
in the witnesses. Secondly, that it was no illusion. 

(1.) That there was no corruption in the witnesses. The 
most prudent way to discover the falsity of a testimony, is to in
terrogate the witnesses severally, to see if there be any contra-
(diction between them. But if they concur not only as to the 
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substance but circumstances, tbeir deposition is very credible. 
Now the apostles exactly agreed in their testimony, as appears 
by the several gospels, in which, although wrote in divers times 
and places, yet there is an admirable harmony not only as to the 
fact itself, but the least particularities. 

(2.) The agreement of so many, proves it was no illusion that 
depended on fancy for its existence; for deceptions of the brain 
are not common to many at once as visible bodies are, but sin
gular, because of the variety of fancies. If he had only appeared 
to some persons separately, carnal reason, which is ingenious to 
deceive itself, might object that it was only the effect of a dis
tempered fancy, and no real object of sense. But after he had 
shown himself to some of the disciples apart, and that holy com
pany was met together, uniting the several sparks, to encourage 
their hopes of his resurrection, he came to them all together, 
and for many days conversed with them. Now who can believe 
that so many should be obstructed with melancholy for so long 
time, so as constantly to remain under the power of a delusion ? 
Besides, he afterwards appeared to " five hundred" at once : 
and how could such a number of different ages, sexes, tempe
raments be at the same time struck with the same imagination ? 

Add further, if a strong imagination had deceived them by 
melancholy, there would have been some discoveries of that hu
mour in their actions. For it is impossible that the mind so in
disposed, should for a long time act regularly. But in the whole 
course of their lives not the least extravagancy appears. Their 
zeal was tempered with prudence, their innocence was without 
folly, their conversation was becoming their great office. And 
of this we have unquestionable evidence : for otherwise so many 
persons of excellent wisdom had never been persuaded by them 
to embrace Christianity; neither had their enemies so furiously 
persecuted them : for it is beyond belief that they had so far 
extinguished the sentiments of humanity, as to treat the apos
tles as the most guilty criminals, whom they knew to be dis
tracted, and therefore worthy of compassion rather than hatred. 

But if it be objected, that it might be a phantasm, or solid 
body formed according to the likeness of Christ, that abused the 
apostles, and after some time withdrew itself; the vanity of the 
objection is very apparent: for such an effect could not be with
out the operation of a spiritual cause. Now the good angels 
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cannot be guilty of falsehood, of which they had been in that re
presentation : for he that appeared declared himself to be Jesus 
that suffered; neither would the evil use such an artifice. The 
old serpent was too wise to promote the belief of Christ's resur
rection, which is the foundation ot Christianity: an institution 
most holy, that would destroy his altars, discredit his oracles, 
bring glory to God, and happiness to man, to both which he is 
eternally opposite. By all which it appears there was no deceit 
in the subject nor object. 

They sealed it with their blood. This last proof confirms all 
the other. If a person of clear fame assert a thing, which he is 
ready to maintain with the loss of his life, there is no reason to 
doubt of the truth of his deposition. It is no wonder that Philo-
Ktratus, a bold Grecian, to show his art, painted Apollonius 
Tyauffius as a demi-god, exempted fi-om death, and clothed with 
immortality. But if he had been drawn fi-om his study, where 
he dressed that idol of iniquity, to appear before the magistrates 
to give an account of the truth of his relation, he certainly would 
have renounced his pretended hero rather than have given his 
life for a lie. Now the apostles endured the most cruel death, 
to confirm the truth of their testimony. And what could possi
bly induce them to it, if they had not been certain of his resur
rection ? Could love to their dead master animate them to 
suffer for the honour of his name ? This is inconceivable: for 
he promised that he would rise the third day, and ascend to hea
ven, and make them partakers of his glory: so that if he had 
Iain in the rottenness of the grave, what charm, what stupidity 
was able to make them preserve so high a veneration for a de
ceiver ? Nothing could remain in them but the memory and in
dignation of his imposture. Now if it be the dictate of natural 
reason, that the concurrent testimony of two or three credible 
persons, not weakened by any exception, is sufficient to decide 
any cause of the greatest moment, that respects life, honour and 
estate; how much more should the attestation of the apostles 
put this great truth beyond all doubt, since they parted with 
their lives, the most precious possession in this world, for it ? 
arid which is infinitely more, if deceivers, they would certainly 
be deprived of eternal life in the next ? In short, since the 
creation, never was a testimony so clear and authentic, the di
vine providence so ordering the circumstances, that the evidence 
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shouldbe above all suspicion. Neither did it ever happen, that 
any thing affirmed by so many, and such worthy persons, was 
ever suspected, much less found to be false. It is the most un
reasonable stiffness not to yield an entire assent to it. For there 
would be no secure foundation of determining innumerable 
weighty cases, if we should doubt of things reported by the most 
credible circumspect persons, since we can be certified by our 
senses but of a few objects. 

I shall only add, that the apostles did many and great mira
cles in the name of Christ, which was the strongest demonstra
tion that he was raised to a glorious life. They were invested by 
the Spirit with the habits of various tongues. This kind of 
miracle was necessary for the universal preaching of the gospel: 
for how difficult and obstructive had it been to their work, if 
they must have returned to their infant-state, to learn the sig
nification of foreign languages, to pronounce the words in their 
original sound, and the accents proper to their country ? There
fore the Holy Spirit, according to the promise of Christ, de
scended upon them, and became their master, and in a moment 
impressed on their memories the forms of discoursing, and on 
their tongues the manner of expressing them. Wherever the 
doctrine of Jesus was preached, " God bare them witness both 
with signs and wonders, and with divers miracles and gifts of the 
Holy Ghost, according to his ovm will." When St. Peter passed 
through the streets, filled with persons diseased and half dead, 
he caused an universal resurrection, by touching them with his 
reviving shadow. They tamed serpents, and quenched the ma
lignity of their poison; they commanded death to leave its prey, 
and life to return to its mansion that was not habitable for it. 
And that miraculous power continued in their successors so long 
as was requisite for the conviction of the world. Justin Martyr, 
IreniEUs, Tertullian, Origen, C}'prian, mention divers miracles 
performed by christians in those times. Tertullian offers to the 
emperor, to whom he addressed his admirable apology, to com
pel the devils that possessed human bodies to confess themselves 
to be evil spirits, and thereby constrain the prince of darkness to 
enUghten his own slaves. And Cyprian assures the governor of 
Africa that he would force the devils to come out of the bodies 
they tormented, lamenting their ejection. Now we cannot ima
gine they would so far discredit their doctrine and reputation, sr. 
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to pretend to such a power without they had it. In short, to 
deny the miracles wrought by the primitive chtistians, were as 
great rashness, as to deny that Caesar conquered Pompey, or that 
Titus succeeded Vespasian. For we have the concurrent testi
mony of the gravest and best men, of understanding and con
science, who were eye-witnesses, and which was not contradicted 
by those of the same age. Briefly, there are such clear charac
ters of the divine hand to render the gospel authentic, that to 
deny it to be true, is to make God a liar. 

The conclusion is this, we see how reasonable it is to give an 
entire assent to the truth of Christianity. The nature of the 
doctrine that is perfectly divine, declares its original. It is con
firmed by supernatural testimonies. The doctrine distinguishes 
the miracles from all false wonders, the illusions of satan, and 
the miracles confirm the doctrine. What doubt can there be 
after the full deposition of the Spirit in raising Christ from the 
grave ; in qualifying the apostles, who were rude and ignorant, 
with knov̂ ledge, zeal, courage, charity, and all the graces re
quisite for their great enterprise, and in converting the world by 
their ministry and miracles ? If we believe not so clear a reve
lation, our infidelity is desperate. When our Saviour was upon 
the earth, the meanness and poverty of his appearance lessened 
their crime, who did not acknowledge and honour him in the 
disguise of-a servant: therefore they were capable of favour. 
Many of his bloody persecutors were converted and saved by the 
preaching of the apostles. But since the Holy Ghost hath con
vinced the world by so strong a fight of sin, righteousness and 
judgment, viz. that Jesus, whom the Jews most unworthily cru
cified, was the Son of God; that in dying, he purchased the 
pardon of sin ; since he is risen and received to glory, " that all 
power in heaven and earth is given to him," the effect of which 
is most visible: for spiritual wickednesses trembled at his name, 
were expelled from their dominions, and sent to their old prison 
to suffer the chains and flames due to them : to refiise his testi
mony, is a degree of obstinacy not far distant from the malice 
of the devils, and puts men without the reserves of pardoning 
mercy. And it is not a slight, superficial belief of this great 
truth that is sufficient, but that which is powerful in making us 
universally obedient to our glorified Redeemer, who will distri
bute crô vns to all his faithful servants. We cannot truly believe 
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his resurrection without beheving his doctrine, nor beheve his 
doctrine without unfeigned desires after the eternal felicity it 
promises, nor desire that felicity without a sincere compliance to 
his commands in order to the obtaining it. In short, it is in
fidelity approaching madness, not to believe the truth of the 
gospel; but it is madness of an higher kind and more prodigious, 
to pretend to believe it, and yet to live in disobedience to its pre
cepts, in contempt of its promises and threatenings, as if it were 
a mere fable. 

CHAP. XXIII. 

The hononr of God's truth with respect to the legal threatening, was pre
served in the death of Christ. The divine truth with respect to the pro
mises and types of Christ under the law, was justified in his coming, and 
the accomplishment of our redemption by him. Some special prediction] 
coDSidered that respect the time of his coming. The particular circum
stances that respect the Messiah, are verified in Jesus Christ, The conse
quences of the Messiah's coming, foretold by the prophets, are all come to 
pass. The types of the law are complete in Christ. A particular consi
deration of manna, the rock, and the brazen serpent, as they referred to 
him. The paschal lamb considered. A short parallel between Melchize-
dec and Christ. The divinity of the gospel proved, by comparing the 
ancient figures with the present truth, and predictions with the events. 
The happiness of christians above the Jews, in the clear revelation of our 
Saviour to them. From the accomplishment of prophecies concerning the 
first coming of Christ, our faith should be confirmed in the promise of 
bis second. 

THE original law ĝ ven to man in paradise had a severe pe
nalty annexed, that upon the first breach of it he should die. 
The end of the threatening was to preserve in him a constant 
reverence of the command. After his disobedience, the honour 
of the divine truth was concerned as to the inflicting the punish-
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ment. For altliongh the supreme Lawgiver hath power over the 
Jaw to relax the punishment as to particular persons; yet having, 
declared that according to that rule he would proceed in judg
ment with man, the perfection of his truth required, that sin 
should be punished in such a manner, that his righteousness and 
lioHness might eminently appear, and the reasonable creature for 
ever fear to oifend him. Now the God of truth hath by the 
death of his only Son so completely answered the ends of the 
legal threatening, that the glory of that attribute is broke forth 
like the sun through all the clouds that seemed to obscure it; 
" Mercy and truth meet together, righteousness and peace kiss 
each other." Of this I have so largely treated before, that I 
shall add nothing more concerning it. There is a secondary re
spect wherein the truth of God is concerned, as to the accom-
phsbing our redemption by Jesus Christ, which I will briefly ex
plicate. God having decreed the sending of his Son m the qua
lity of Mediator to purchase our salvation, was pleased by se
veral promises to declare his merciful purpose, and by various 
types to show the design of that glorious work, before the ex
hibition of it. This was the effect of his supreme wisdom and 
goodness. 

To comply with the weakness of the church, when it was 
newly separated from the world. For, as a sudden strong light 
overpowers the eye that hath been long in the dark, so the full 
bright revelation of the gospel had been above the capacity of the 
church, when it was first freed from a state of ignorance : light 
mixed with shadows was proportionable to their sight. There
fore he was pleased by several representations and predictions to 
exercise the faith, entertain the hope, and excite the desires of 
his people before the accomplishment of our salvation by his Son. 

To render tbe belief of it easy and certain afterwards. Now 
for the honour of his tmth, he was engaged to make good his 
word : for although pure love and mercy is the original of all 
God's promises to man, yet his truth and fidelity are the reasons 
of his fiilfilling them. Not that God is nnder the obligation of 
a law, but his own righteous name is the inviolable rale of his 
actions. Accordingly the apostle lays it as the foundation of our 
hopes. Tit. 1. 2. that " God who cannot lie, hath prnnised 
eternal hfe." The divine decree alone concerning our salvation 
by Christ, is a sure foundation : for God is as unchangeable in 
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his will, as his nature. " In him there is no variableness, nor 
shadow of turning." Jam. 1.17. But the promise determines 
the will of God to perform it upon another account: for it is not 
single inconstancy but falsehood, not to perform what is pro
mised, from both which he is infinitely distant. St. Paul alleges 
this for the reason why the covenant of grace is unchangeable 
and of everlasting efficacy, in that the counsel of God was by his 
promise and oath confirmed, Heb. 6. 17, 18. " That by two 
immutable things, in which it was impossible for God to lie, we 
might have strong consolation." For the promise gives a rightfiil 
claim to the creature, and the fulfilling of it is the justification 
of God's fidelity. In this sense it is said, John 1. 17. " the law 
•was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ," 
*. e. the grace of the gospel is the substantial and complete ac
complishment of the types and promises under the law. I will 
not enter into the discussion of all tl̂ e prophecies concerning 
the Messiah in the Old Testament, to show how they are veri
fied in Jesus Christ; but briefly consider some special predictions 
that concern the time of the Messiah's coming, his person, and 
offices. 

1. The prophecy of dying Jacob, " The sceptre shall not de
part from Judah, nor a Lawgiver from between his feet, till Shi-
loh come." Gen. 49. 1. By the sceptre and lawgiver are meant 
divers forms of government: the first being the mark of regal 
power, the other title respects those whose power succeeded that 
of their kings, in the person of Zerobbabel and his successors. 
Jacob prophetically declares two things, their establishment in 
Judah, and their continuance till the coming of Shiloh. This 
orsicle doth not precisely respect the person of Judah, for he 
never ascended the throne, nor possessed the empire over his 
brethren; nor sold his posterity as a tribe distinguished from the 
rest, although it had special advantage from that time: for the 
banner of Judah led the camp in their march through the wil
derness. Numb. 2. 3. That tribe had the first possession of the 
land of Canaan ; these w ere the beginnings of its future glory. 
And from David to the captivity, that tribe possessed the king
dom ; hut the glory of his sceptre was lost in the person of Ze-
dekiah : therefore the full meaning of the prophecy regards the 
people of Israel, in the relation they had to the tribe of Judah : 
for that tribe alone returned entire from the captivity with some 
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relics of Levi and Benjamin ; so that the nation from that time 
was distinguished by the title of the Jews in relation to it; and 
the right to dispose of the sceptre was always in the tribe of Ju-
dah: for the Levites that ruled after the captivity received their 
power from them. " Till Shiloh come," that is, the Messiah, 
as the Chaldee paraphrase, and the ancient Jewish interpreters 
expound; so that the intent of the oracle is, that after the es
tablishment of the supreme power in the family of Judah, it 
should not pass into the hands of strangers, but as a certain pre
sage, and immediate forerunner of the coming of Shiloh. And 
this was fully accomplished. For in the captivity there was an 
interruption rather than extinction of their government; their 
return was promised at the time they were carried captives to 
Babylon. But at the coming of Christ, Judea was a province of 
the Roman empire, Herod an Edomite sat on the throne; and 
as the tribe of Judah in general, so the family of David in par
ticular was in such a low state, that Joseph and Mary that were 
descended from him, wfere constrained to lodge in a stable at 
Bethlehem. And since the blessed Peace-maker hath appeared 
on the earth, the Jews have lost all authority : their civil and 
ecclesiastical state is utterly ruined, and they bear the visible 
marks of infamous servitude. 

2. The second famous prediction is by an angel to Daniel, 
Dan. 9. 25. when he was lamenting the ruin of Jerusalem, who 
comforted him with an assurance that the city should be rebuilt: 
and further told him, " that from the going forth of the com
mandment to restore and to build Jerusalem, unto the Messiah 
the Prince, shall be seven weeks, and three-score and two weeks 
the streets shall be built again, and the wall even in troublesome 
times. And after three-score and two weeks shall the Messiah be 
cut off, but not for himself, and the people of the Prince that 
shall come shall destroy the city and sanctuary, and the end 
thereof shall be with a flood, and to the end of the war desola
tions are determined." The clear intent of the angel's messagje 
is, that within the space of seventy prophetical weeks * (that is, 

* Numerns iste praeter allnsionem ad 70 annoa captivitatis, non sine mys-
terio intra se occulter & semitas, & annos jubilaeos precise exhaiiriat; 70 
enim hebdomadae sunt totidem semitae, & denos continent jubilaeos. Jam 
quia annus Sabbatarius & Jnbilaens inFallibiles sunt characteres chronologiae 
sacrse, ex iis certa potest peti ratio connectendi 70 hebdomadal cum annis 
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four hundred and ninety years, according to the exposition of the 
Rabbins themselves) after the issuing forth the order for the re
building Jerusalem, the Messiah should come, and be put to 
death for the sins of men, w hich was exactly fulfilled. 

3. The time of the manifestation of the Messiah is evidently 
set down in Haggai 2. 6, 7, 8, 9. " I will shake all nations, and 
the desire of all nations shall come, and I will fill this house 
with glory, saith the Lord of hosts. The silver is mine, and the 
gold is mine, saith the Lord of hosts. The glory ot the latter 
shall be greater than that of the fonner, saith the Lord of hosts, 
and in this place will I give peace." The prophet to encourage 
the Jews in building the temple, assured them that it should 
have a surpassing glory by the presence of the Messiah, who is 
called the Desire of all Nations; and being the Prince of Peace, 
his coming is described by that blessed effect, " aud in this place 
will I give peace, saith the Lord of hosts." 

The second temple was much inferior to Solomon's, as in 
magnificence and external ornaments, so especially because de
fective in those excellencies that were peculiar to the first. They 
were the ark of the covenant, and the appearance of glory be
tween the chenibims; the fire from heaven to consume the sa
crifices ; the urim and thummim; and the Holy Ghost who in
spired the prophets. " But when the Lord came to his temple," 
and performed many of his miracles there, this brought a glory 
to it infinitely exceeding that of the former. For what compari
son is there between the shadowy presence of God, between the 
chenibims, and his real presence in the human nature of Christ, 
in whom the fulness of the Godhead dwelt bodily ? How much 
inferior were the priests and prophets to him, who came from 
heaven, and had the Spirit without measure, to reveal the coun
sel of God for the salvation of the world ? 

The particular circumstances foretold concerning the Messiah, 
are all verified in Jesus Christ. It was foretold that the Messiah 
should have a forerunner, to prepare his way by preaching the 
doctrine of repentance ; that he should be born of a virgin, and 
of the family of David, and in the town of Bethlehem; that he 

roundi. Fuit enim annus secuudus Darii sabbatariui & jubilaeus: rursus an-
pus prxccdeoB eicidium Hierosol; uiorum & pse sabbatarius fuit & jubilaeug 
postremus; inter quos velut termiuos TO bebdomads decurrunt. Fid. Uelvic, 
Piatrib. de Ilebdom, Daniel, 
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should go into Egypt, and ̂  be called forth from thence by God; 
that his chief residence should be in Galilee, the region of Zebu-
Ion and Napthali; that he should be poor and humble and enter 
into Jerusalem on the foal of an ass; that he should perform 
great miracles in restoring the blind, the lame, the deaf and 
dumb; that he should suffer many afflictions, contempt, scorn, 
stripes, be spit on, scourged, betrayed by his familiar friend, sold 
for a sordid price; that he should be put to death; that his 
hands and feet should be bored, and his side pierced; that he 
should die between two thieves; that in his passion he should 
taste vinegar and gall; that his garments should be divided, and 
lots be cast for his coat; that he should be buried, and his body 
not see corruption, but rise again the third day; that he should 
ascend to heaven, and sit at the right hand of God: and all these 
predictions are exactly fulfilled in the Lord Christ. 

The consequences of his coming are foretold. 
(1.) That the Jews should reject him, because of the meanness 

of his appearance. They neither understood the greatness and 
majesty, nor the abasement of the Messiah described in theiv 
prophecies, Isa. 53, not his greatness, that the son of David w as 
his Lord, that he was before Abraham, who rejoiced to sec his 
day: for they did not believe the eternity of his divine nature, 
they did not understand his humiliation to death : therefore it 
was objected by them that the Messiah remanis for ever, and 
this person saith he shall die. They fancied a carnal Messiah 
shining with worldly pomp, accompanied with thundering legions, 
to deliver them from temporal sen'itude; so that when " they 
saw him without form and comeliness, and that no beauty was in 
him to make him desirable, they hid their faces from him, they 
despised and esteemed him not," Thus by their obstinate refu
sal of the Messiah, they really and visibly fulfilled the prophecies 
concerning him, 

(2.) That the levitical ceremonies and sacrifices should ceace 
upon the death of the Messiah, and the Jewish nation be dis
solved. Although the legal service was established with great 
solemnity, yet there was always a sufficient indication that it 
should not be perpetual, Moses, who delivered the law, told 
them, that God would " raise another prophet whom they must 
hear," And David (Psal, 110, 3.) composed a psalm to be sung 
ill the temple, containing the establishment of a priest, not ac 
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cording to the order of Levi but Melchisedec, who should bring 
in a worship spiritual and divine. And we see this accomplished: 
all the ceremonies were buried in his grave, and the sacrifices 
for above sixteen hundred years are ceased. Besides the des
truction of the holy city and sanctuary, the Jews are scattered in 
all parts, and in their dreadfiil dispersion suffer the just punish
ment of their infidelity. 

(3.) It was prophesied that in the time of the Messiah idols 
should be ruined, and idolaters converted to the knowledge of 
the true God : that he " should be a light to the Gentiles," and 
to him the " gathering of the people should be." And this is so 
visibly accomplished in the conversion of the world to Christianity, 
that not one jot or tittle of God's word hath failed; so that be
sides the glory due to his power and mercy, we are obliged to 
honour him as the fountain of truth. 

I will now make some short reflections upon the types of the 
law, to show how they are completed in Christ. The Mosaic 
dispensation was so contrived as to bear a resemblance of the 
Messiah in all its parts. " The law had a shadow of good things 
to come." Heb. 10. " Christ was the end of the law," Rom. 
10. 4. the substance of those shadows. 

The main design of the epistle to the Hebrews is to show, 
that in the ancient tabernacle there were models of the heavenly 
things revealed in the gospel. The great number of types de
clare the variety of the divine wisdom, and the admirable fulness 
of Christ in whom they are verified. Three sorts were instituted. 

1. Some were things without life, whose qualities and effects 
shadowed forth his virtues and benefits. 

2. Things endued with life and sense. 
3. Reasonable persons, that either in their oflices, actions, or 

the memorable accidents that befel them, represented the Mes
siah. Of the first sort I will briefly consider the manna that 
miraculously fell from heaven, the rock that by its stream re
freshed the Israelites in their journey to Canaan, and the brazen 
serpent: premising two things. That in tomparing them with 
the truth, we are to observe the design of God, and not to seek 
for mysteries in every thing. As in pictures, some strokes of the 
pencil are only for ornament, others for signification. Besides, 
when superlative things are spoken of them exceeding their na
ture, and that cannot be applied to them without a violent 
figure, the full and entire truth is only found in Jesus Christ. 
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First. The Manna. Manna was an eminent type of him. 
Accordingly the apostle declares of the Israelites, they " did all 
eat of the same spiritual meat," not in respect of its material, 
but symbolical nature. The express analogy between manna and 
Christ, is visible in respect of its marvellous production. The 
Mosaical manna was not the fruit of the earth, procured by hu
man industry, but formed by the divine power, and rained down 
upon them: therefore it is called " the corn of heaven." Psal. 
78. 24. This typified the celestial original of our Redeemer. 
" He is the true bread from heaven, given by the Father." John 
6. 32. He is called « the gift of God eminently," being the 
richest and fireest without any merit or endeavour of men to pro
cure it. And we may observe the truth infinitely exceeded the 
type; for manna descended only from the clouds, therefore our 
Saviour tells the Jews, " Moses gave you not that bread from 
heaven." But he really came from heaven, where the great and 
glorious presence of God is manifested, and appeared under a 
visible form in the world. Manna was only styled the " bread 
of angels," to signify its excellency above common food; but 
" the bread of God is he which cometh down from heaven." 

Manna was dispensed to all the Israelites equally; not as the 
delicious fruits of the earth, that are the portion of a fewj but 
as the light and influences of the heavens, that are common to 
all: and herein it was a representation of Christ, who is offered 
to all without distinction of nations, to the Jews and Gentiles, 
to the Grecians and Barbarians; and without the distinction of 
quality, to the honourable and mean, the rich and the poor, the 
learned and ignorant. And here we may observe the excellency 
of the spiritual manna above the mosaical: for that fed but one 
nation, but the bread of God gives life to the world; his infinite 
merit is sufficient for the salvation of all. 

Manna was a delicious food: the taste of it is described to be 
like wafers mixed with honey that have a pure chaste sweetness. 
This typified the love of Christ shed abroad in the hearts of be
lievers. Such an exalted ravishing pleasure proceeds firom'it, 
that the Psalmist breaks forth in an ecstacy, Psal. 34. 9. " taste 
and see how good the Lord is," 

Manna was their only support in the wilderness; strengthening 
them to vanquish their enemies, and endure the hardships'to 
which they were incident in their passage to Canaan. In thi» 
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regard it was a lively image of Christ who is our spiritual food, 
while we are in the desert of the lower world, the place of our 
trial, exposed to dangers. By him alone we shall be finally vic
torious over the enemies of our salvation. And in this also the 
truth is infinitely above the type that prefigured it. For manna 
could only preserve the natural life for a time. As our Saviour 
tells the Jews, " Your fathers ate manna in the wilderness, and 
are dead." But Jesus Christ is the living bread that came down 
from heaven, and hath a supernatural virtue, to convey a life in
comparably more noble, and answerable to the quality of his ori
ginal. It is incorruptible, as heaven from whence he came. " If 
any man eat of this bre<ad, he shall live for ever." John 6.61. 
Death is so far from extinguishing, that it advances the spiritual 
Ufe to its perfection. 

Secondly. Tlie Rock. The apostle testifies that the " Israel
ites drank of that spiritual rock that followed them, and that 
rock was Christ." I Cor. 10. 4. That the miracle was myste
rious, is evident from the circumstances related of it. When the 
Israelites were in great distress for water, " the Lord said to 
Moses, Exod. 17.6. I will stand before thee there upon the 
rock in Horeb, and thou shalt smite the rock, and there shall 
come water out of it, that the (leople may drink." If there had 
been no other design but the relieving their necessity, that might 
have been supplied by rain from heaven; or if only to give a visi
ble effect of the divine power, that had been discovered in cau
sing ncA springs to rise from the earth, or the command of God 
had been sufficient to strike the rock : but he went to it, to sig
nify the respect it had to himself. He was the Son of God that 
spake to Moses, and conducted the people : for this reason he is 
styled the angel of God's presence, not with respect to his nature, 
but offices. 

I will briefly observe the parallel between the rock and Christ. 
(I.) A rock is the ordinary title of God in scripture, to repre

sent his unchangeable nature and infinite power, whereby he up
holds the world: aisd in a special manner it resembles the Mes
siah. He is called " the stone which the builders refused, that 
was made the head of the comer." I Pet. 2. 7, 8. " He is the 
rock upon which the church is built, and secured against the 
violence of hell." Now Israel was not supplied from the clouds 
or the vallies, but the rock: to show that the mystical rock. 
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the Son of God, can only refresh the spiritual Israel with living 
water. 

(2.) The quality of the rocli„hath a proper signification : for 
although it had in its veins a rich abundance of «aters, yet to 
appearance nothing was more dry and hard. In this it was a 
figure of the spiritual rock : the effects have discovered in him 
unfathomable depths of righteousness, grace and salvation; yet 
at the first view we had no hopes. For if w 9 consider him as 
God, he is infinitely holy and jtist, encompassed with everlasting 
flames against sin, and how can we expect any cooling streams 
from him ? If we consider him as man, he " is resembled , to a 
root out of a dry ground." Isa. 53. The justice of the divine 
aud the infirmity of the human nature did not promise any com 
fort to us. But what cannot infinite love, united to infinite pow
er, perform ? Divine goodness hath changed the laws of nature 
in our favour, and by an admirable act opened the rock to re
fresh us. 

(3.) The rock was struck with the rod of Moses a type of the 
law, before it sent forth its streams: thus our spiritual rock 
" was wounded for our transgressions," Isa. 53. bruised for our 
hiiquities, " and then opened all his treasures to us. Being 
consecrated by suffering, he is the author of eternal salvation." 
In this respect the gospel propounds him for the object of saving 
faith. " I determined to know nothing among you but Jesus 
Christ, and him crucified." The sacraments, the seals of the 
new covenant, have a special reference to his death, the founda
tion of it. 

(A.) The miraculous waters followed the Israelites in their 
journey, without which they had perished in the wilderness. 
This represents the indeficiency of the grace of Christ. A sove
reign stream flows from him to satisfy all believers. He tells us, 
John 7. 37. " Whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give 
him, shall never thirst; but the water that I shall give him, shall 
be in him a well of water springing up unto everlasting life." 
John 4. 14. 

Thirdly. The brazen serpent. The brazen serpent sensibly 
expressed the manner of his death, and benefits derived from it. 
Therefore Jesus, being the minister of the circumcision, chose 
this figure for the instruction of the Jews. As " Moses lifted up 
the serpeut in -the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be 
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lifted up: that whosoever believes in him should not perish, but 
have eternal life." John 3. The sacred story relates, that the 
Israelites by their rebellious murmuring provoked God to send 
serpents among them, whose poison was so fiery and mortal, that 
it brought the most painful death. In this affliction they ad
dressed themselves to the Father of mercies, who moved by their 
repentance, commanded Moses to make a serpent of brass, and 
erect it on a pole in the view of the whole camp, that whosoever 
looked on it, should be healed. By this account from scripture 
we may clearly understand something of greatest consequence 
was represented by it: for the only wise God ordains nothing 
without just reason. Why must a serpent of brass be elevated 
on a pole? Could not the divine power recover them without 
it ? Why must they look towards it ? Could not a healing vir
tue be conveyed to their wounds but through their eyes ? all this 
had a direct reference to the mystery of Christ. For the biting 
of the Israelites by the fiery serpents, doth naturally represent 
the effects of sin, that torments the conscience, and inflames the 
soul with the apprehensions of future judgment. And the erect
ing a brazen serpent upon a pole, that had the figure, not the 
poison of those serpents, doth in a lively manner set forth the 
lifting up of Jesus Christ on the cross, who only had the simili
tude " of sinful flesh." The looking towards the brazen ser
pent, is a fit resemblance of believing in Christ crucified for sal
vation. The sight of the eye was the only means to derive vir
tue from it, and the faith of the heart is the means by which the 
sovereign efficacy of our Redeemer is conveyed. " This is the 
will of him that sent me, saith our Saviour, that every one which 
seeth the Son, and believeth on him, may have eternal life." As 
in the camp of Israel, whoever looked towards the brazen ser
pent, whatever his wounds were, or the weakness of his sight, 
had a present remedy: so how numerous and grievous soever our 
sins be, how infirm our faith, yet if we sincerely regard the Son 
of God suffering, he will preserve us from death. For this end 
he is presented in the gospel as crucified before the eyes of all 
persons. 

2. Things endued with life and sense prefigured the Messiah. 
I sliall particularly consider the paschal lamb, an illustrious 

type of him. " Christ our passover was sacrificed for us." The 
whole scene, as it is laid down in the 12th. of Exodus, shows an 
admirable agreement between ihem. 
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(1.) A lamb in respect of its natural innocency and meekness, 
that suffers without resistance, was a fit emblem of our Saviour, 
" Whose voice was not heard in the street, who did not break 
the bruised reed, nor quench the smoking flax. He was op
pressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth. He 
was brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before 
the shearers is dumb, so he opened not his mouth." Isa. 53. 7. 

(2.) The lamb was to be without spot, to signify his absolute 
perfection. " We are redeemed with the precious blood of 
Christ, as a lamb without blemish, and without spot." 1 Pet. 
1. 17, IS. 

(3.) The lamb was to be separated from the flock four days; 
the Lord Jesus w as separated from men, and consecrated to be 
the sacrifice for the world, after three or four years spent in his 
ministerial office, preparing himself for that great work. 

(4.) The paschal lamb was sacrificed and substituted in the 
place of the first-born. The levitical priesthood not being insti
tuted at their going forth from Egypt, every master of a family 
had a right to exercise it in his own house. Our Redeemer suf
fered in our stead, to propitiate God's justice towards us. 

(5.) The blood was to be sprinkled upon the posts of the door, 
that death might not enter into their houses. That sacred ce
remony was, typical: for the sign itself had no resemblance of 
sparing, and certainly the angel eould distinguish between the 
Israelites and the Egyptians without the bloody mark of God's 
favour: but it had a final respect to Christ. We are secured 
from destruction " by the blood of sprinkling." They were to 
eat the whole flesh of the Lamb, to signify our entire taking of 
Christ upon the terms of the gospel to be our Prince and Savi
our. 

(6.) The effects attributed to the pasehal lamb, viz. redemp
tion from death and bondage, clearly represent the glorious be
nefits we enjoy by Jesus Christ. The destroying angel passed 
over their houses, and caused the Egyptians to restore them to 
full liberty. That which all the dreadful signs wrrought by Mo
ses could not do, was effected by the passover; that overcame 
the stubbornness of Pharaoh, and inspired the Israelites with 
courage to undertake their journey to the promised land. Thus 
we pass from death to life, and from bondage to the glorious li
berty of the sons of God, by virtue of Christ's blood. 
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3. Reasonable persons represented our Saviour either in their 
offices, actions, or the memorable accidents that befel them. 
Joseph the beloved of his father, sent by him to visit his bre
thren, by them unworthily sold to strangers, and thereby raised 
to be their Lord and Saviour, was a lively type of him, Jonah 
three days and nights in the whale's belly, and miraculonsly re
stored, was a type of his lying in the grave, and resurrection. 
Moses in his prophetical, David in his kingly office prefigured 
him. The priestly office being the foundation of the other two, 
and that upon which our salvation principally depends, was illus
trated by two glorious tj'pes, Melchizedec and Aaron. The one 
the highpriest in ordinaiy, the other the priest of God by extra
ordinary designation. I will briefly touch upon the resemblance 
between him and Christ. Although sacrifices were offered from 
the beginning; yet he is the first to whom that title is given, as 
called to that office in a special manner. The divinity of Christ's 
person, the eternity of his office, and the infinite value of his ob
lation were shadowed forth by him. Melchizedec is introduced 
into the sacred story, as one descending from heaven, and ascend
ing thither, without any account of his birth or death. The si
lence of the scripture is mysterious: for the spirit conducted holy 
men in their writings. The levitical priests descended by natu
ral generation from their predecessors, and had successors in their 
office, which were annexed to the race of Levi. But Melchize
dec is represented " without father and mother, without begin
ning and end of days," whose priesthood was permanent in him
self. For things and persons have a double being, real in them
selves, and notional as they exist in the mind; so that no men
tion being made of his coming into the world, or leaving it, the 
silence of the scripture is equivalent to his continual duration. 
Now in this was an adumbration of Christ, who was the eternal 
Son of God, and really came from heaven to execute his office, 
and ascended thither. And although his oblation was finished 
on the earth, and his intercession shall cease in heaven; yet the 
effects of it shall be eternal in the people, and the glory of it in 
himself. Tlie apostle observes another resemblance between the 
s-upreme quality of Melchizedec king of Salem, and Jesus Christ: 
he was king of righteousness and peace; he goVerned his subjects 
in righteousness, and never stained those hands with human 
blood that were employed in the sacred office of the priesthood. 
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And by tbose glorious titles are signified tbe benefits our Saviour 
conveys to his people. He is the true king of rigliteousness: by 
which is not intended the righteousness that justifies before God, 
in which respect he is called " the Lord our Righteousness, and is 
said " to have brought in eternal righteousness," for that respects 
his priestly office; in that quality he acquired it. But that title 
signifies his giving most righteous laws for the government of the 
church, and his disjjensing righteous rewards and punishments, 
eternal life and death, by which he jireserves the majesty of his 
laws, and secures the obedience of his subjects. And he is 
" King of peace," by which we are not to undei-stand his temper 
and disposition, nor our " peace with God," for reconciliation 
is grounded on his sacrifice, nor peace with conscience the effect 
of the other; but that which depends on his royalty. As the 
King of peace, he keeps his subjects in a calm and quiet obedi
ence ; all their thoughts and passions are regulated by his will. 
The laws of secular kings are only exposed to the eyes, or pro
claimed to the ears of their subjects; but his are engraven in 
their hearts. By the inward and almighty efficacy of his spirit 
he inclines them to their universal duty; and will bring them to 
eternal peace in his glorious kingdom. 

(1.) From hence we have an irrefragable argument of the tmth 
and divinity of the gospel: for it is evident by comparing the an
cient figures with the present truth, the copies with the original, 
the pictures with the life, that eternal wisdom contrived them. 
For no created understanding could frame so various representa
tions of Christ, and all exactly agreeing with him at such a dis
tance before his appearance. And if we compare the predictions 
with the events, it is most clear that only the divine knowledge 
could reveal them. For otherwise how was it possible, that the 
prophets so many ages before the coming of Christ should pre
dict those things concerning him, that exceeded the foresight of 
all the angels of hght ? What intelligence could there be between 
Moses, and David, and Isaiah, that lived such a distance of time 
from one another, to deliver such things as meet in him as their 
centre ? And these prophecies are conveyed to us by the Jews, 
the most obstinate enemies of Christianity, who although they 
reverence the letter, yet abhor the accomplishment of them : so 
that there can be no possible suspicion that they are feigned, and 
of a later date than their titles declare. Their successive fulfil 

still Waters Revival Books - All Rights Reserved - www.PuritanDownloads.com 

http://www.PuritanDownloads.com


542 T H E HARMONY O F CHAP. X X I I I . 

ing is a perpetual miracle to justify the truth of our religion. Our 
Saviour used this method for the instraction of his disciples. 
" These are the words which I spake unto you, that all things 
must be fulfilled which were written in the law of Moses, and in 
the Prophets, and in the Psalms concerning me," Luke 24. 44. 
As by dissecting a dead body we see the order and position of 
parts in the living; so by searching into the legal types, we may 
discover the truth of evangehcal mysteries. Accordingly St. Paul 
framed a powerful demonstration from the scriptures, to prove 
that " Jesus was the Christ." In his writings he decyphers the 
riddles of the law, and removes the veil to discover the face of 
Christ engraven by the divine artificer. Briefly, by showing the 
consent between the tw o testaments, he illustrates the old by the 
new, and confirms the new by the old. Now what religion is 
there in the world, whose mysteries were foretold by the oracles 
of God, and figured by his institutions above two thousand years 
before it was exhibited ? Whose doctrine perfectly accords with 
the most ancient, venerable and divine writings ? Can that reli
gion be any other than divine, which God did so expressly pre
dict, and pourtray in such various manner, for the receiving 
whereof he made such early preparations in the world? Certain
ly unthout offering the greatest violence to our rational faculties, 
none can disbelieve it. He degrades himself from the dignity of 
being a man, that refuses to be a christian. 

(2.) From hence we may understand the excellent privileges 
of christians, not only above the heathens who by divine deser
tion were wholly " strangers to the covenant of mercy, but above 
God's peculiar people. The Messiah was the expectation and 
desire of heaven and earth. Before his coming the saints had 
some glimmerings of Light, which made them inwardly languish 
after the blessed manifestation of it: but that was reserved for 
believers in the last ages of the world. That ancient promise 
(the morning-blush of the gospel-day.) " That the seed of the 
woman should break the head of the serpent, and the serpent 
bruise his heel," signified the bloody victory the Messiah should 
obtain over satan ; but how little of it was understood ? One may 
as well from the sight of the root foretel the dimensions of a tree, 
the colour, figure, and taste of its fruit, as from that prediction 
have discovered all the parts of our Mediator's office, and the ex-
cjellent benefits resulting from it. The incarnation, cnicifixion. 
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resurrection and ascension of Christ, are in the types and prophe
cies of the old testament, as corporeal beings are in the darkness 
of the night; they have a real existence, but no eye is so clear 
as to enlighten the obscurity. The most sharp-sighted Seer 
might say, " I shall see him, but not now." The ministry of 
the law is compared « to the light of a candle," 2 Pet. 1. 12. 
that is, shadowy, and confined to a small place: that of the 
gospel is like the sun in its strength, that enlightens the world. 
The prophets who were nearer the coming of Christ, had clearer 
revelations, but did not bring perfect day: as some new stars 
appearing in the firmament, increase, but do not change the na
ture of the light. Isaiah, who is so exact in describing all the 
circumstance of our Saviour's death, and his innocence, humility, 
and patience, that he seems to be an evangelist rather than a 
prophet; yet the Ethiopian proselyte, who certainly was a profi
cient in the Jewish religion understood not of whom the prophet 
spake. We see what they were ignorant of, not that our sight 
is stronger, but our light is more clear. The doctrine of the 
Messiah saved them, but it was then seen at a distance, and un
der a veil of ceremonies after the Jewish fashion, that concealed 
its native beauty. The manifestation of it is more evident in the 
accomplishment, than while the object of future expectation. 
The passover had respect to their deliverance from Egj-pt that 
was past, and therefore easily apprehensible ; but it was also a 
type of the Lamb of God that was to take away the sins of the 
world, and in this relation not so clearly understood. Our sa
craments have a relation to what is past, and excite the memory 
by a clear signification of his sufferings. The full discovery of 
these mysteries were reserved as an honour to our Saviour's co
ming. He expounded the silent types and speaking oracles by 
an actual accomplishment, and real comment in his person, life 
and death. He is the sun of righteousness, and sheds abroad a 
light, that excels that of all the prophets in brightness, as well as 
his person transcends theirs in dignity. And how should the 
evangeHcal light warm our hearts, with thankfulness to God for 
this admirable privilege ? The dim foresight of the Messiah two 
thousand years before his coming, put Abraham in an ecstacy 6f 
joy; how should the full revelation of him affect us? Many 
holy prophets and kings desired to see the things that we see. 
" They embraced the promises,' we have the blessed effects; 
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they had the shadows, we have the h'ght. They only saw the 
veiled face of Moses, " we all with open face as in a glass see 
the glory of the Lord." Now what is our duty becoming this 
privilege, " but to be transformed into the same image from glo
ry to glory, as by the Spirit of the Lord ?" The life of every 
christian should be a sliining representation of the graces and vir
tues of Christ that are so visible in the gospel. Their holiness 
and heavenliness, their hopes and joy should as much exceed the 
graces and comforts of believers under the legal dispensation, as 
their knowledge is incomparably more clear and perfect. 

To conclude, from the accomplishment of the ancient prophe
cies in the first coming of the Messiah, we may confirm our faith 
in those glorious promises that are to be fulfilled at his second. 
For it is the same divine goodness, the same fidelity, the same 
power still upon which we arc to build our hopes. And the con
sideration, that the perfection of our happiness is resen'ed till 
that time, should inflame our desires after it. 

It was the character of believers of the old testament, " they 
waited for the consolation of Israel:" it is the description of the 
saints in the new, " they love the appearance of Christ. If they 
longed for his coming in the flesh, though it was attended with 
all the circumstances of meanness and dishonour, the effects of 
our sins ? with what ardent and impatient desires should we has
ten " his coming in glory, when he shall appear the second time 
to them that look for him, without sin, unto salvation ?" Heb. 
9. 28. Then he will put an end to all the disorders of the world, 
and begin the glorious state, wherein holiness and righteousness 
shall be crowned and reign for ever. The christian church joins 
in that ardent address to our Saviour; Isa. 46. 1, 2. And 
although the beauty and frame of this visible world shall be 
destroyed yet that dreadful day shall be joyful to the saints: 

for then all the preparations of infinite wisdom and goodness; 
the things that eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have 
entered into the heart of man," shall be the everlasting portion 
of those « who love God," 5. 4. " Come Lord Jesus." 

F I N I S . 
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